NEWCASTLE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. Box 482
Newcastle, Maine 04553
207-563-8233
Newsletter Number 12
August 2015

Email: newcastlehistoricalsociety@hotmail.com

Web: www.newcastlemainehistoricalsociety.org

MOVING FORWARD WITH THE PAST
The Newcastle Historical Society seeks to enhance the
preservation and presentation of Newcastle’s history to its
citizens and the world. We have several ongoing projects
including the operation of our museum on Main Street, the
digitization of the Dinsmore-Flye negative and photograph collection, recording the
present through photographs and ongoing genealogical research.
Tim Dinsmore leads the Society’s archeological work with continued cataloging of
artifacts from the Bryant-Barker Tavern site. New and future projects include the
“Museum in the Streets” and house historic marker initiatives for Newcastle and
Damariscotta, led by the Society Vice-President Carrie Watson.
We have had excellent monthly programs this year, with two presentations remaining for 2015. On Wednesday, September 2nd, Bill Mook of Newcastle and Mook
Sea Farm of Walpole, will discuss “Oysters on the Damariscotta River, Past and Present.” On Wednesday, November 4th, Edmée Déjean and Scott Brooke will present
photographs from the Dinsmore-Flye collection. On Wednesday, October 7, we will
have our Annual Meeting with a potluck dinner and annual elections.
Soon, the Society will seek to raise funds for our operations through our annual
campaign, which will come to you via the U.S. Mail.
To do all this, we need the support and interest of our current and future members. Please consider what projects interest you most and volunteer for one or more.
When you have other ideas about how the Society can pursue with its goals, please
bring those ideas to us by email, phone or coming to a meeting.
Morrison Bonpasse
President

NEWCASTLE UNSOLVED MURDER
Forty years ago, on August, 16, 1975 the body of Florence E. Norcross Lauze, a 19 year old female was found
floating in a culvert in Sherman Lake near the rest area located on Route 1in Newcastle. Florence had been strangled. Maine State Police think she may have been hitchhiking from Massachusetts to Damariscotta, where her father
lived at the time. The victim was unidentified for several
days after being found. She died the day before her body
was found.
Florence was born in 1956. She was an unemployed
divorcee from Brockton, Massachusetts. Florence had never been reported missing by anyone.
Rumors still circulate around Newcastle about who killed her but still no one has
ever been arrested for her murder. It is an unsolved case. Today Florence would be
59 years old.
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Early Automobiles
By Arlene Cole

America has always had a love affair with the
automobile. By the early 1900s, it seems, everyone
wanted to have his own auto. In the book You Auto See
Maine by Will Anderson, at the end of 1905, Maine was
calculated to have 731 cars in the state. Maine first
required the registration of motor vehicles in 1905,
according to Richard and Nancy Fraser in a book, A
History of Maine Built Automobiles 1834 – 1934. The
State, also, required the operator to have a license but
one did not need to take a test to show ability to handle
the machine.
Along with the motor vehicle registration, a pair of
license plates were included to attach to the automobile.
The plates were white on red with the number in four
inch high characters and Maine in one inch letters. I do
not know who the first person was to have an auto in
Newcastle. This early Ford has a license plate dated
1915. The Newcastle Town Report for the year ending
February 28, 1917, reports there were 14 automobiles
in Newcastle.
The 1917 Newcastle Town Report lists 49.5 miles of
highway in town. These roads were, of course, shared
with the horses. The same Report that lists 14
automobiles, lists 250 horses and mules. The Selectmen
reported a total appropriation of $3533.00 for highways,
repairs of bridges and state aid road. Snow plowing bills
were $1225.12. There had been no appropriation.
By 1915 the State laws stated that autos should
travel at no greater speed than 25 miles per hour in
open country. Eight miles per hour should be the top
speed in built-up or compact portions of any city or
town.
By March 4, 1925 there were 96 automobiles listed
as being in Newcastle. Where could they travel and how
did they know where to go? There was no such thing as
DeLorme’s, The Maine Atlas and Gazetteer and AAA had
not been thought of. However, the Automobile Blue Book

had been in business since 1910 and was used to find
the way around the country.
The Automobile Blue Book was a series of books
designed to be a standard touring guide of America.
The Blue Books covered the entire United States and
Southern Canada in four volumes. Volume One was on
New England, New York, parts of Canada and had
extension routes to Atlantic City and Asbury Park, N.
J., Washington, D.C., and Chicago, Ill. The Blue Book
Company gathered information for its Books each year.
In January, their “own trusted road scouts” started in
the South and worked north until the snow stopped
them, which was about December. They selected the
best and shortest routes through towns and country
where the most scenic and historic attractions could be
found. A map of the area was included.
Of course, we are interested in what the book said
about Newcastle and vicinity.
The instructions are to, “Fold the index map so section
you are touring appears on top. Keep the map holder
opposite route you are following and a clear picture of
the country is before you.” Before starting on a trip
you are instructed to set your “speedometer”, now
called “trip odometer”, to correspond with mileage
given in the directions. For example, if you are in
Brunswick and want to drive to Newcastle, you should
set your trip odometer to 0.0 at the corner of Pleasant
& Main Streets. You will follow Route 322 (present
Route #1) over a “paved, oiled gravel road”. At 0.2
miles there will be a fork in the road and you should
take the left road. At 0.3 will be a four corner, at
Bowdoin College, and you should take a left, away from
the trolley and onto Bath St. By the time you have
taken these correct turns and gone 9 miles you will
come to the Ferry over the Kennebec River. The toll is
50 cents per car and driver with 5 cents additional for
each passenger you have with you. The ferry is
operated by the State Highway Commission, and ferries
cross daily from April 15th to December 1st. A ferry
goes every half hour from 6:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. and
you will meet the ferry coming from Woolwich, for it
goes ever half hour from 6:04 a.m. to 11:04 p.m. In
winter the ferry makes frequent trips daily from 6:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
After crossing the River you will drive “through a
rolling and hilly farming country, following the shore
most of the way. Many fine views of the ocean and
mountains.” At mile 18.8 you will pass through
Wiscasset. Wiscasset is considered half way between
Boston and Bar Harbor.
Continued on Page 3
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Continued From Page 2
In 27.6 miles you will come to a four corners,
which is in the center of Newcastle. This would be the
corner where Business Route 1, Mills Road and Academy Hill Road meet. 27.8 miles is “Newcastle” and
would be about the spot where the Newcastle Post
Office was located until 1989 and is now the site of the
Sproul’s Furniture Store. Then it is “Thru” and you are
in Damariscotta. “28.0 Damariscotta. Keep ahead” and
you are on your way to Rockland.
To make traveling easier, the Blue Book publishers
refer to “banded poles” to help mark the way. The
route from Brunswick to Rockland was marked with
blue banded poles. This was a system of route markers
used before the State highway numbering system was
devised. The so-called Atlantic Highway from New
York to Calais via Portsmouth, Portland, Newcastle,
Rockland and Bangor was banded with “blue.” The
Kennebec-Penobscot Trail from Augusta to Belfast was
banded “orange – white”. The International Trail from
Brunswick to Solon via Augusta & Waterville was
banded “red”. [Fraser]
For traveling, two front lights of about equal power, and a red rear light were required. By 1924 the
speed limit had risen to 35 miles per hour in Maine,
higher than any other state in New England. Most
states required the auto to stop on signal from person
driving or leading a horse or other animal.
Today, it is a novelty to see a horse traveling along
the roads of Newcastle. The Newcastle Town Report
for the Fiscal Year of 2014 lists an appropriation of
$35,000 for Road Maintenance. For road plowing snow
removal $207,153. The excise tax on motor vehicles
brought $312,616 revenue to the Town of Newcastle.

Coltsfoot (Tussilago
farfara) is just about the
first bright yellow flower to
bloom in the Spring along
the roadsides in Maine.
These six inch tall flowers
show off well before we see
dandelions. Its blooms precede the leaf development
and there is only one flower per stem. Coltsfoot grows
abundantly in almost any type of soil in full sun but
closes under an overcast sky. The leaves that are hoofshaped (thus the common name) develop after the
flowers fade. Each flower produces masses of fluffy
topped seeds. This fluff was sometimes used as pillow
stuffing by the settlers.
For centuries the plant has been used medicinally
as a remedy for coughs and congestion. A tea sweetened with honey was made with the leaves and/or
roots. This plant was brought to the colonies by the
early settlers and has naturalized itself from Nova Scotia to Virginia.
This is not a good plant for your flower garden
because it can take over very quickly. Watch for it early next spring and enjoy it in the wild.

NEWS ITEMS
July 10, 1867—Bangor Daily Whig & Courier
One Nat Palmer of Newcastle has received a patent for a
window washer.
September 4, 1870—New York Times
Fire at Damariscotta Mills, Maine
Portland, ME. September 3, - A sawmill foundry, matchfactory, blacksmith shop, dry house, store house and some
lumber at Damariscotta Mills were destroyed by fire last
night. The loss is about $5,000 principally falling on Messrs.
Haines and Sons; insured for $1,600.
March 29, 1900—Lincoln County News
North Newcastle - Joseph B. Parsons of North Newcastle,
while moving a log in his sawmill, Thursday, accidentally
moved a lever which brings a saw up through the floor and
at the same time slipped, sitting down on the saw. A gash
of 9 inches long and 4 inches deep was sawed into the flesh,
which was besides dreadfully mangled. If blood poison

does not set in, it is hoped that he will recover.
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STORM of 1898
&
BARDGE E.W. STETSON
By Edmée Déjean
On November 26, 1898 the Atlantic Ocean seas began to grow with an increasing north wind. Around mid-afternoon, New York was reporting heavy snows and
heavy winds. By nightfall sea captains were heading their vessels toward safe harbor.
The storm, which was known as the "Portland Gale", is believed to have been two
storms which collided over southeastern New England. One storm was coming from
the south and a second storm carrying hurricane force winds was racing southeast
from the Great Lakes.
Snow began to fall around 8 PM and between 9:30 PM and 11 PM the two
storms combined to become one. The snows became very heavy; the winds shifted
from north to northeast, reaching about 40 miles per hour at 11 PM. The wind grew
steadily throughout the night, reaching 70 miles per hour. At Nantucket, 90 mile per
hour winds were reported. Winds were clocked at up to 72 mph in Boston, and
were probably even stronger along the coast southeast of Boston, especially on Cape
Cod.
By daybreak a foot of snow was on the ground and the storm continued unabated. The railroad lines were hopelessly blocked or washed away and telegraph lines
were down. Houses were blown over and washed away all along the coast from
Cape Cod to Portland, Maine.
And out there, on the raging seas, hundreds of vessels and thousands of crewmen
battled for their lives throughout the long night and the relentless stormy days to
follow. Some 36 hours later the storm had blown itself out and the waves cast
wreckage and bodies upon the shoreline. Between 150 and 200 vessels were lost.
With them drowned some 500 people. The coastline was littered with the wrecks
and wreckage of dozens of vessels, large and small, smashed or sunk by the fierce
winds and seas.
On the shore at Jamestown Long Island the Newcastle, Maine built 1,113 ton,
three masted schooner
barge E.W. Stetson went
aground. This vessel was
quite elderly by this time,
having been launched at
Newcastle in 1862 as a full
rigged ship. She was built by
Abner Stetson. Like many
older sailing ships, she was
cut down to a schooner
barge to haul coal along the
east coast. This was a recycled wonder. This vessel
wreckage was also hauled
off and repaired, and lasted until 1911.

2015 NEWCASTLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

ANGUS FAKE of NEWCASTLE
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MARY “MAMIE” AMES —— DIARIES AT MUSEUM
By Nancy Hartley & Edmée Déjean
Two years ago the Newcastle Historical Society purchased the 1885 & 1887 diaries of Mary “Mamie” Ames on
EBay. Nancy Hartley, after two years of eye straining work has completed the transcription of the handwritten diaries and a typed copy is now available for reading at the museum.
Mamie was born September 7, 1872 in Jefferson. She was the daughter of Warren C. Ames (1827- 1896) and
Vandelia N. “Delia” Tukey (1840-1927). She grew up in North Newcastle as an only child and graduated in 1890
from Lincoln Academy. Her father died in 1896.
In 1900, according to the US Census, Mamie lived in Waltham, Massachusetts. She was employed as a nurse in
the home of Joseph Worcester and his family where she resided. In 1910 she was living with her Aunt Lizzie Warren in Waltham, as was her mother. By 1920 at 47 years of age Mamie was back in Newcastle, according to the US
Census, living with her mother. Mamie was listed as a private nurse. In 1927 her mother Vandelia died and is buried
in Jefferson.
We are still researching the life of Mamie. We are trying to factually determine if she trained as a home nurse at
the Waltham Training School for Nurses (operated from 1885 to 1921) which was founded by Alfred Worchester.
We know that in 1918 the “Spanish Flu” influenza virus affected Massachusetts greatly. In fact 1/2 million people in
the US and 20 to 50 million people worldwide died because of the “Spanish Flu”. In 1918 a camp for the affected
was set up in Waltham, Massachusetts and we are trying to determine if Mamie worked in that camp.
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Membership in the Newcastle Historical Society is open to all who want to help preserve the
history of the town of Newcastle. To renew, upgrade or begin your membership, please mail
this form and your check payable to the “Newcastle Historical Society” at P. O. Box 482,
Newcastle, ME 04553.

MEMBERSHIP FORM
NAME ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY_______________________________________________ STATE ________________________ ZIP CODE ____________
YEAR ROUND ________or SEASONAL_______ PHONE NUMBER

(

)________________________________

SEASONAL ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________________
SEASONAL CITY _________________________________ STATE ______________________ ZIP CODE _________________
EMAIL ADDRESS ___________________________________ SEASONAL EMAIL _____________________________________
DUES:
Individual Lifetime $150
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