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Dear Church Family,

Kayann Short in an essay titled “Soil Verses Dirt” (as found in Dirt: a Love Story) writes, “Humans—despite their artistic
pretensions, their sophistication, and their many accomplishments—owe their existence to a six-inch layer of topsoil and the
fact it rains.”
Those are humbling words. My only quibble would be to note the One who graciously gives the dirt and the rain, but that aside,
the truth of the thought remains. We are surely not self-made, nor are we self-sustaining creatures. We are part and parcel of
the world around us, dependent upon and connected to the rhythms of the earth itself.
This insight is not new. The Bible makes this known early in Genesis in a subtle word play hidden in the Hebrew. The word for
man/person is “adam.” The word for earth/dirt is “adamah.” The connection is as obvious as “earthling” is to “earth” in our
English. Similar in kind as “human” is to “humble” and to “humus.” Such thoughts cause me to feel like language has conspired
over time to make sure we mortals know that we have far more in common with the matter of creation than with the Creator.
Perhaps that is true. When I have plunged my fingers into finely tilled black earth, I have felt great peace. Perhaps you have as
well. For me, it as if a connection exists between the health of the soil and the wellbeing of my soul.
Two traditions of our faith might agree with me. At the time of good-bye someone will look upon our remains and say, “earth to
earth, ashes to ashes.” And at an Ash Wednesday observance a minister will place a bit of black soot upon our skin and intone,
“Remember you are dust and to dust you shall return.”
For some, both of these traditions may be depressing acts, but I believe otherwise. Though we may
think of the dirt beneath our feet as static, unchanging and lifeless, the truth is far different. The soil
is active and, in a sense, alive. Transformations constantly happen beneath our shoes, in realms
typically hidden to us. Down in the dirt there is movement from life to death, but there is also
movement from death to life. We see it in how the natural world works through the cycles of decay
and growth. We see it in the seasons and the changes they bring to the ground. And in our faith,
we see it in the grace of Easter’s message. Those that go down to the earth will rise up, just as
Christ himself has risen.
“Remember you are dust.” As I type these words, I am mindful that some of you will hear
them spoken to you in worship soon. The wise will remember that this is how God made
you. But the wise will also remember that it is from the dust and the dirt that God graciously
tends, as holy gardener of the cosmos, life (even new life) will surely rise.
Yours in Christ,

Christopher
On Sunday, March 3, a few copies of a Lenten devotional titled Were You
There will be available for free in the church narthex. In these devotions, Luke A.
Powery, Dean of Duke University Chapel, leads the reader through various African
American spirituals as they confront the mystery of Christ’s atoning death and
victory over the grave. Each selection includes the lyrics of the spiritual, a
reflection by the author on the spiritual’s meaning, a scripture verse related to
that meaning, and a brief prayer.
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the close relationship we formed. The choirs are particularly
friendly, having shared service music on many occasions
over the years. Our two choirs are usually the core group for
the Ecumenical Thanksgiving service each November. We
look forward to these collaborations as an opportunity to
celebrate our Christian connection and the special bond we
forged with our Methodist sisters and brothers after the
tornado.
This year we begin our Lenten observances on March 6 with
an Ash Wednesday service at Parkway Heights. Most of you
know how special this service is to us as a congregation,
because when PHUMC “adopted” us after the 2013 tornado,
Ash Wednesday was the first service we attended in their
sanctuary. Their congregation shared our sorrow, lifted us up
in prayer, and made us welcome under their roof for the next
two years. We reunite each Ash Wednesday and remember

This March the Chancel Choir will focus on the lectionary
during Lent, as we do for each season. We are preparing a
number of beautiful anthems leading up to Holy Week in
April. Kaitlin Walley Brown is scheduled to sing an
arrangement of the spiritual "Give Me Jesus" as a solo on
March 17. Stay tuned for exciting news about Palm Sunday
and Easter music, coming your way in the April newsletter.

A Word From the Director of Discipleship

A Confirmation Class for our young sixth and seventh graders will begin at Westminster, Sunday, March
3, during the Sunday School hour. The class, running through Lent, will be led by Christopher and me.
This will be a meaningful time for our students as they explore their faith, grow closer to God, and to
each other. Please keep the students, their Covenant Partners, parents, and teachers in your prayers.
2019 CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE
Sunday, March 3:
Sunday, March 10:
Sunday, March 17:
Sunday, March 24:
Sunday, March 31:
Sunday, April 7:
SATURDAY, April 13:
Sunday, April 14:
Sunday, April 21:

Session One—You Are What You Wear (Sunday School hour)
4:30 pm: Parent/Student Organizational Meeting
(Montague Hall)
SPRING BREAK—No class
Session Two—How Do You Spell Presbyterian? (SS hour)
Session Three—Where is God When It Hurts? (4 pm)
Session Four—Extravagant Love (SS hour)
Session Five—We’ve Got the Spirit! (SS hour)
Session Six—Can You Hear Me Now? (SS hour)
Session Seven—Going Out (10 am - 12 / Montague Hall)
Session Eight—Grace and Gratitude, Class Review
Session visits with Confirmands (SS hour)
Easter/Confirmation Sunday

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Wednesday night fellowship, dinner, study, youth, and choir will continue throughout March. Mark your calendar for March 6,
6:00 p.m. - ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE @ Parkway Heights United Methodist Church! Christopher will be preaching the
sermon. The following is the remaining March Wednesday night schedule:
March 13:

Dinner, youth, kids choir, Christopher wraps up his study on the book Shift.

March 20:

Dinner, youth, kids choir, Guest speaker from R3SM (We host a mission team
from Franklin, TN.)

March 27:

Dinner, kids choir, Randall Harris concert in sanctuary

YOUTH AND CHILDREN
A big THANK YOU to Althea Jerome and the PW for leading the youth and children Sunday, February 24, in a mission project. Our
young people wove fabric strips together to make blankets for the Blanket Ministry. The youth and children will continue to meet
on Sunday evenings from 5 until 6:30 at the church. Make sure to mark your calendar for the last Sunday of the month!! We
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will go bowling that afternoon from 3 to 5. More details to follow as the date approaches.
New Beginnings
New Beginnings is the Older Adult Ministry at Westminster. We meet every month on the third Monday of the month for a meal
and a program. Come join us Monday, March 18, at noon!
Dates to Remember
Vacation Bible School for the whole family: June 2-4
Camp Hopewell:
June 16-22 (K-8)
Montreat Middle School Conference:
July 17-21 (5-8)
Montreat Senior High Conference:
July 8-12 (8-12)

by Althea Jerome & Martha Ann Hogrefe
Mark the calendar! On Saturday, March 23, Westminster will host the Presbytery’s Annual PW Gathering. On that morning, we
will need lots of greeters, volunteers and participants as we open our doors to women from the other 28 churches in our
Presbytery. Everyone is in for a treat, too. Ladies from Circle 1 are providing food for registration time plus a morning break.
Tommy Suttle is preparing a meal for the luncheon that closes the event. Besides serving tempting food, in the meeting time we
will be learning about programs and projects that make up the work of our Presbytery PW.
Did you know that two of our own members are part of the Presbytery Coordinating Team? Martha Ann Hogrefe is the statewide
representative for Mission Haven; Carolyn McLarnan will be installed as Treasurer during this meeting. Please plan to come to
the church at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, March 23, for a morning of fellowship and sharing with women from the Presbytery. Let’s
show them that Westminster has a fine group of strong women who know how to welcome others into the fellowship and love
of our church family.

PRESBYTERY UPDATE
On February 8 and 9, the Presbytery of Mississippi and the Presbytery of Alabama held a combined meeting at Spring Hill
Presbyterian Church in Mobile. Dr. Crotwell and Elder David Arnold served as commissioners to the meeting. During the meeting,
new Presbytery oﬃcers were installed to serve a one-year term. The next meeting of Presbytery will be in August at Prospect
Presbyterian Church in Meridian.
Pictured: Rev. Phillip Williams, Presbytery Moderator, Susan Sumrall, Stated
Clerk, Althea Jerome, Cabinet Moderator, and Rev. Bob Phelps, Moderator-Elect.
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MISSION HAVEN NEWS
As PW works to raise funds to renovate an outdated bathroom original to
the apartment building erected in 1953, I thought you would like to read
this note from Inge Sthreshley who recently returned to Mission Haven for
her daughter’s wedding. It’s so good to know that Mission Haven is
meeting the needs of our mission partners!
I just wanted to say thanks to you for your welcome and all your
help the week we were at Mission Haven for Lisa’s wedding.
Please extend our thanks to all the women who are a part of
managing and maintaining Mission Haven. It is a wonderful
service and we were very grateful to be able to stay there during
this special family event.
We lived in one of the houses there at Mission Haven when Lisa
was in 5th grade. I never would have dreamed then that we
would be back in Atlanta 18 years later for her wedding. We have
stayed at Mission Haven on other short trips and we really
appreciate it.

Larry and Inge Sthreshley

As PCUSA missionaries, it feels like “home away from home” for
us. Having run the Methodist Presbyterian Hostel/ Guest house
here in Congo, I know that nice places like Mission Haven don’t
just happen. There is a lot of work to it behind the scenes.
So, our thanks to you Glenice and all involved who make it
possible.
Love,
Inge

YOUTH MISSION PROJECT
The youth and children learned about how people in need can use a
blanket. They made five fleece blankets during their time together. They
chose to give one blanket to Jenny Maul. The others they decided to give
to the Domestic Abuse Family Shelter. They did a great job!
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EL SALVADOR MISSION
El Salvador Water Team, members of Westminster
Presbyterian Church signed a covenant to install and
support a clean water system with Estandarte de la Fe. The
system will be located in a church and will help provide
clean water to 300 families. The local school has about
200 students that will benefit from clean, purified water.
The MS / El Salvador Water Team includes Westminster
Presbyterian (Hattiesburg), Leland Presbyterian (Leland),
and Trinity Presbyterian (Starkville). We give thanks to God
for safe travels and our new operating partner.
–Karen Reidenbach

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1 Ben Yelverton
4 Mary Dayne Gregg

FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE

22 Dutchie Bryant

February 3

134

February 10

133

February 17

123

February 24

129

25 CJ Cummings

10 David Daves

26 Charlotte Hill

11 Iola Cannedy

27 Faren Raborn

16 Jane Raborn

28 Joseph Raggio

17 Peggy Langnecker

28 Mary Catherine Edmonson

21 Margaret Roberts
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Jenny Maul and family can still use our help!

Friday

Saturday

1

2

If you wish to contribute to one of the various ongoing efforts (e.g.
provide a meal, make a contribution, or donate blood), please visit the
Maul Family page on the Westminster website at:
www.westminster-hattiesburg.com/maul.html
3
COMMUNION SUNDAY
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
5:00 PM Children &
Youth

4

5
9:30 AM PW
Coordinating Team
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

6
ASH WEDNESDAY
6:00 PM Service at
Parkway Heights
UMC
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

7
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s
12:00 PM Sharecare

8

9

10
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Diaconate
NO YOUTH (Spring
Break)

11

12
9:30 AM Circle 1
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study
7:00 PM Circle 2

13
5:30 PM Wednesday
Night Supper
6:00 PM Circle 3
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

14
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

15

16

17
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
11:30 AM Session
5:00 PM Children &
Youth

18
12:00 PM New
Beginnings

19
11:00 AM PW Prayer
Ministry
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

20
5:30 PM Wednesday
Night Supper
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

21
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

22

23

28
6:30 AM Men of the
Church Weekly
Breakfast, Shoney’s

29

9:30 AM PW Spring
Gathering

BREADBASKET
24
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
3:00 Children &
Youth Bowling Trip

25

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

26
12:00 PM Brown Bag
Bible Study

27
5:30 PM POTLUCK
7:00 PM Chancel
Choir Practice

30

31
9:30 AM Sunday
School
10:30 AM Worship
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