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Return service requested

PERMIT #79

Knit hats, gloves and scarves

Fifth Street Ministries

Gifts for men and women
(pajama pants, hoodies, jewelry,
purses, cologne, body wash,
men’s wallets, new work boots,
etc.)

US POSTAGE PAID

We still need new, unwrapped
toys for children of all ages

Diakonos, Inc.

LAST MINUTE CHRISTMAS
NEEDS

We can’t let another day pass without
saying “thank you” to all who donated items for Thanksgiving!! We are
always grateful for the goodness of
this community.

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

Volunteers delivered 65 meals to
Meals on Wheels recipients and another 200+ meals were served.
There’s no better way to tell you about
it other than pictures.
Y’all are the best.

Socks, socks, socks
Cases of fruit for fruit bags
that are given out at the
Christmas lunch.

Non– Christmas related - overthe-counter cold medicine,
ibuprofen, acetaminophen
Want to volunteer? Call if you’d
like to help! 704-872-4045

www.fifthstreetministries.com

70 fleece throws for Meals on
Wheels recipients

704-872-4045

Wrapping paper and ribbon

Statesville, NC

Eggs

28687

100 sausage patties

admin@fifthstreetministries.com

Candy

PO Box 5217

This year's Card of Hope - a collaboration of work
by Iredell County’s own Bill and Cindy Pitt - two
incredibly talented artists.
Cards are available at GG's Art, Frames & Gifts in
Historic Downtown Statesville NC and Johnson
Greenhouses on old Salisbury Road.
Cards are $5 each or $50 for a box of 10.
A great way to honor family and friends by giving
the gift that keeps on giving, helping keep Christmas
alive in our community all year long.

Patti West

Please mail to: Diakonos, Inc./Fifth Street Ministries, PO Box 5217, Statesville, NC 28687

Name and address of person acknowledgement is to be sent
______________________________________________________________________________________

Name _________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________

Donations may also be made by visiting our website - www.fifthstreetministries.com

Editor: Patti West
Circulation: Michele Knapp and a whole host of volunteers!
To be removed from this mailing list, please contact
Michele Knapp at 704-872-4045

If you’d like your gift to be given as a memorial or in honor of an individual or a group, please provide us with the information below.
In memory of
Circle one
In honor of
Name _____________________________________________________
Special message ______________________________________________________________________________

Thinking back to so many of our Fifth Street
friends who died way before their time because

Please accept my tax-deductible donation in the amount of $____________________

We will not stop the quest for
justice and reconciliation.

Our programs are supported by grants and donations from individuals, churches, civic groups, businesses and fundraising. Your support is appreciated as we serve thousands of
individuals each year in a variety of ways, addressing the needs of the homeless, the impoverished and those who are victims of domestic and/or sexual violence. Blessings on you

Leave your porch light on all night
long on Wednesday, December 21 the longest night of the year - to
symbolize our commitment to
ending homelessness and to
addressing the issues that lead to
that end.

Bill Adams
Operations Officer
badams@fifthstreetministries.com

In memory of those who died too
early because of the effects
homelessness.

Michele Knapp
Finance Officer
mknapp@fifthstreetministries.com

December 21, 2016

Patti West
Executive Director
pwest@fifthstreetministries.com

Homeless Person
Memorial Day

We’ve lost a lot of friends over the past 27 years of how their life played out makes me sad.
who had lived the hard life of poverty and
Thinking about them, remembering their face,
homelessness. Too many.
their story, the things I learned from them and
what they left for this world can make me smile.
For someone who is homeless, gaining access
It brings back the epiphany I had one night
to healthcare is often impossible. Costs of
many years ago when I was struggling with
stabilizing medications is beyond their reality
being able to graciously work with someone
and their issues continue to spiral. The
because of their attitude. I finally broke down
instability of their lives creates almost a vacuum
and listened to their story. I better understood
where accomplishments of any consistent type
where they were coming from at that point.
are elusive.
Realizing that how I treated them defensively
Chronic and acute health conditions affect a
was inflammatory, I was able to step back and
majority of those who are chronically homeless. realize that every face has a name, and every
Diabetes, cardio-pulmonary disease, nutritional name has a story. Sometimes those stories
deficiencies, dental disease are all too common were harsh. Really harsh.
among our friends who are homeless. Foot
Robbie and Bossman. Andrea and Tim and
issues also contribute to poor health. The cold
Rickey and Russ. Lisa and Jamaica, Howard
is hard on the feet of those and shoes that do
and Rene. James and Robert and Priscilla.
not fit properly or have been molded to fit the
Donald, Ernest, and Edna and William. Bea,
previous owner’s foot add to the problem. It can
Angel and Yvette. Ray and Stephanie, Horace,
be unbearable.
Red, Ma, Paula, Steve and Torie...my life was
Mental health issues, including addiction, can
made better because of you. You can rest easy
lead to death. Depression can be debilitating.
and be assured that your story will always be a
46% of those who are homeless are reported to part of this place called Fifth Street.
have attempted suicide at some point in their
Leave your porch light on all night on
life. Individuals diagnosed with a severe and
Wednesday, December 21 - the longest night of
persistent mental illness may end up homeless
the year - in memory of those whose lives were
because of no family support - most of the time
cut short because of homelessness. Please
because of their illness that may have become
continue to remember those who need our
unmanageable. Addiction deaths related to
advocacy, our action and our prayers. It’s really
overdose are still rising. From 2001 until 2014,
up to us to make the difference.
the number of deaths involving opioids
(hydrocodone, oxycodone, heroin, etc.) increased May the new year bring a call to action, a step
3.4 times.
further into unconditional loving, and the
knowledge that God’s arms are always holding
Here at the holidays, who wants to think about
us tight.
that ugly reality.
Merry Christmas from all of us!!
But - we must.

