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‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.’
Matthew 25:40

OUR MISSION IS...
...to grow our faith in Christ and share it with others,
to connect people to God and to each other through love, and
to create hope by providing opportunities for people to serve.

PHONE:
559-896-2691
EMAIL:
fccselma@sbcglobal.net
fccselmayya@yahoo.com
WEBSITE:
www.selmadisciples.com

Come, Joyfully Joining Journeys…
All Church Family Camp
Community UCC in Fresno would like to invite your church and several others to join us for our
All Church Family Camp at Camp Tamarack near Shaver Lake. I’m pleased that we were able to
reserve Labor Day Weekend as we did last year for this enriching experience in God’s enchanting forest. It turned out to be a grand experience with warm “vibes” throughout the weekend.
More reasons to join us include: You’ll be settled into your routine after school starts, the
weather will be cool, the 8-10 feet of snow will be melted, fellowship will be FUN, you will enjoy
delicious food, AND you will have Monday to “recover,” if needed, before returning to ‘reality.’
Those of you who are able, are invited to remain in Camp Sunday afternoon and night and Labor
Day Monday afternoon (without a camp fee) to help pack up Camp Tam for the winter. It is
truly a fun and rewarding experience!
More details to follow, but in the meantime, SAVE THE DATES and
Come, Joyfully Joining Journeys!
Friday, Saturday and Sunday morning, August 30th - September 1st
Questions? Contact Annie Van Patten, Family Camp Director
209-902-2033 teechrannie@comcast.net

Registration for the Women's Fall Retreat 2019
Disciples and UCC Women, it's time to get excited! Registration for Fall Retreat is here
-- and our numbers are limited so we want to make sure you get in your registrations early.
If you need ground floor housing, this is ESPECIALLY important -so don't delay, and register today.

Let us tell you a little more about the retreat.
We are really excited this year.
The retreat will again be at the Mission Springs Conference Center, nestled in the spectacular
Santa Cruz mountains surrounded by towering coastal Redwoods and shady oaks.
Experience revival, renewal and rejuvenation as we weave ourselves together, rooted in the
love of Christ. This year, our theme is "Weaving One Thread at a Time" and we are excited to
have 2 speakers for. Christy Newton & Elana Bolds (Marilyn) will be our dynamic speakers. They
will bring us a message of love and how we can ourselves together in unity.
If you have never attended a retreat, you may be wondering exactly what happens on a retreat.
Explaining what happens to your spirit is kind of not explainable! Somewhere in the middle of
dynamic worship, soul-restoring workshops, the healing beauty of the mountains, and the company of women, something amazing happens. Our spirits awaken. Our bodies relax. We find sisters that we didn't know we had. We revive and restore.
Come and find out for yourself - our past attendees tell us how God stirs up their souls in this
weekend.

You can register online at www.ccncn.org/WomensFallRetreat (we highly recommend
it!) or contact Carrie Osmer at mscosmer@gmail.com or (925) 594-0813.
Scholarships (Angel Grant) are available upon request. Deadline for a scholarship request is August 18.
Final Deadline to register is September 16
We are delighted to host this retreat with you!
See you in September.

Thank you to all the faithful supporters of the Food Pantry.
Distribution days are held on the first and third
Thursdays at the SMART Center!
During the month of July there was only one distribution day
were 26 bags of food given out to 92 people.
Your donations are always greatly appreciated.

REV. MINION

News from Iowa!
It is the last day of General Assembly, the biennial meeting of the Christian Church
(Disciples in Christ) to discuss the business of the Church and matters of conscience and
theology. This year, as with the previous General Assembly, very few stood to speak
against resolutions. There was one man, who identified as a Trump Republican, who spoke
in favor of a resolution brought by the General Youth Council, that called on all Christians to
treat all others with respect in a “Spirit of Active Listening.” He was in tears as he expressed
his gratitude to the Youth for this resolution, because he had felt silenced. I have heard
others say in the past that they would not go to the microphones to speak against
resolutions because they felt would not be heard anyway. That is sad. Unity does not
mean uniformity. Disagreement is key to discernment.
Our Sense of the Assembly resolutions fall into two categories: This is a good thing
and we should do it, and This is a bad thing and we are against it. So we agreed that we
should educate everyone and especially our young people about Domestic Violence, and
about treating Transgender and Gender Queer people with respect. (Resources will be
made available) And we agreed that people who are giving water to immigrants in the
desert should not go to jail and that it is wrong to drastically cut the number of asylum
seekers allowed into the U.S. We agree about these things by voice vote at General
Assembly, but congregations are not held to these agreements. Hopefully the attendees at
General Assembly go home to tell their congregations about the resolutions, and discuss
how we can respond in our own churches.
Jordan and Jessica and I are returning home with tons of information to process, and
a lot of swag. (I have such cool stuff for the children!) Over the weeks and months to come
we will be finding the best ways to help everyone understand what the Assembly decided.
Meanwhile, there is one more worship service to attend, one more prophetic message to
hear, one more day’s worth of hugs to gather, before flying home on Thursday.
See you Sunday!
Pastor Maria

August brings the return to school and a more traditional schedule. It will also mean a return to whatever our normal youth schedule will be once I check in with the youth about
our meeting date/time. Look for updates about changes there this month.
The Chi Rho/High School group is meeting on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month until we decide on our schedule. Swimming has been fun and so have our regular meetings. We have a couple of new members and that is always exciting.
The Young Adult group continues to meet every Sunday. We have been alternating between swimming and group study. We recently started an online Bible Study that is hitting home with the Young Adults. This group has some new people as well, which is also
exciting.
If you have questions, comments or suggestions about the Youth or Young Adult programs or if you’d like to volunteer to help, please feel free to email me at fccselmayya@yahoo.com.
Please pray for our Youth and Young Adults as they return to school this Fall. It’s an exciting time, but stressful in many ways as well.
Leah

ARTICLES

PRAYER REQUESTS AND GRATITUDE
Please pray for Tim Smith and his family. Tim's mom, Kathy, died suddenly earlier
this week, she was 88. We don’t know yet if there will be a service in Sacramento
this weekend. If you want to send a card, the Smith's address is: 2464 Azalea,
Kingsburg, CA 93631
Please pray for Dennis Renkin. He is the father of John Terry's daughter-in-law
and has just been placed on hospice for cancer of the bones.
Dawn Shepherd needs our prayers. Her mom died in April, and most recently, her
husband suddenly died on July 14 of a cerebral hemorrhage. A service will be held
for him on Monday at 10 AM at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church here in Selma. Please
surround her with prayer.
Please pray for John Terry's step-son, Jeremy van Gronigen. He was in an accident at work and crushed his arm He may also have two broken bones.
Please continue to pray for Tina Ritchie's friend, Estelle and her family. Estelle is
still going through chemo. They appreciate your prayers.
From the church voice mail:
Please pray for Eddie Banuelos who is in spiritual distress, and for his wife Marlene
Plata who recently lost her father.
Please pray for Mateo - 3 months old, he will have surgery for cleft palette on July
30. Janice Baker met this young man and his parents at Second Chance where
they were looking for a lost dog. She told them that we would pray for him.
Please pray for Jennifer Earle’s neighbor, Gene Smith. He is pastor of the Assembly of God church here in Selma. He fell on July 4 and broke his hip, he had surgery
and is now at San Joaquin Rehab. His wife, Sharon, asks for our prayers for healing.

PRAYER CHAIN
Jennifer Earle is leading the prayer chain. You may send
prayer requests to her at 559-896-2358 or
jen4earle@sbcglobal.net.
If she is out of town, please send your requests to
April Langstraat (559-896-1026 or
alanandapril1972@sbcglobal.net).

We are happy to welcome two new members on July 14, 2019.
Randy Cunningham
3476 N. Colpien
Tulare, CA 93274
Jason Fuller
3476 N. Colpien
Tulare, CA 93274

559-759-0371
randySCIDE@gmail.com
559-759-0230
jdfuller.147@gmail.com

Ice Cream Social
& Concert
Sunday, August 25, 2019
At First Christian Church, 6:30 PM
On the church lawn
(bring your own chairs or blanket)

Board Meeting
Sunday, August 18th
at 12:00 PM

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

August
1:
3:
7:
8:
14:
17:
18:
19:
20:
22:
24:
26:
27:
31:

Victoria Guzman
Vivian Williams; Nathan Stellpflug; Cameron Wells
Betty Baker
Haley Thompson
Jessica Williams
Efrain Vasquez
Dee Anne Douville
Karen Blanchard
Jorge Flores
Randy Cunningham
Nicholas Schales
Chad Thompson
Diane Stewart; Adriana Cortes
Jonah Linhoff

Have we missed your special day? Is something incorrect?
Contact the church office and let us know!
Please call 896-2691 or email fccselma@sbcglobal.net

FCC Weekly Schedule
Sunday:
9:15 AM ............................................. Sunday School
10:30AM ....................................WORSHIP SERVICE
6:30 PM ....... Young Adults Meeting @ parsonage
6:00 PM ......................................................Iglesia PC
Monday:
7:00 PM ..................................Narcotics Anonymous
Tuesday:

(No activities)

Wednesday:
7:00 PM ........................................................Iglesia PC
Thursday:
6:30 PM ....................................... Trinity Life Church
Friday:
(Office Closed)
7:30 PM ................................ Alcoholics Anonymous
Saturday:

(No activities)

Schedule for
AUGUST 2019
THURSDAY, 8/1
THURDAY, 8/15
7:45 AM
7:45 AM
Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T. Center Food Pantry at the S.M.A.R.T. Center
FRIDAY, 8/2
11 AM—1:30 PM
Spaghetti Lunch Fundraiser @ FCC

SUNDAY, 8/18
12 PM
Church Board Meeting

Stop in or Drive thru back alley for pick up

SUNDAY, 8/4
8:00 AM
Elder Meeting
THURSDAY, 8/8
6:30 PM
Worship-Replay At FCC
7:00 M
Youth Group
SATURDAY, 8/10
7:00 PM
Special Concert at FCC—Patricia
Fronda, cellist & Jessica Williams,
pianist
SUNDAY, 8/11
12:00 PM
Spiritual Growth Meeting
5:00 PM
Calamity Jane @ Roger Rocka’s

THURDAY, 8/22
6:30 PM
Worship-Replay At FCC
7:00 M
Youth Group
SUNDAY, 8/25
6:30 PM
Annual Ice Cream Social and Concert
at FCC on the lawn.

SERVING IN

August

GREETER(S)
PRESIDER(S)
4: Jorge Flores
Efrain Vasquez
11: Yolanda Gonzalez Liz Thornburg
18: Jennifer Earle
Dawn Linhoff
25: Billie Sanchez &
Stan Riggs
Debbie Brown

ELDERS
4:
11:
18:
25:

OFFERING
Debbie Brown
Debbie Brown
Kathleen Schales
Leah Torosian

COMMUNION
Hugh Adams
John Terry
Dave Highbaugh
Debbie Brown

LOCK-UP: Dave Highbaugh
(Prep)
4:
11:
18:
25:

Jessica Williams
Jeff Terry
Karen Blanchard
Anna Armstrong

DEACONS
Laura Thornburg
Nick Luna
Andrew Guzman
Tina Ritchie

Haley Stump
Becky Moreno
Marsha Staley
Diane Highbaugh

Dawn Linhoff
Clarissa Zarate
Bonnie Murray
Michael Gutierrez

Please call a sub if you are unable to do Communion preparation!

SCRIPTURES & TITLES
4:
11:
18:
25:

FOR

AUSUST

BOOK & VERSE
SERMON
Luke 12:13-21 CEB The Hoarders: Episode 1
Luke 12:32-40 MSG
Home Security
Luke 12:49-56 CEB
A Spiritual Almanac
Luke 13:10-17 CEB
No Sunday Business

LAST MONTH’S ATTENDANCE
7/7:
7/11:
7/14:
7/21:
7/25:
7/28:

39
8
43
45
3
42

Worship Replay

Worship Replay

SUBMISSION DEADLINES
Sunday Bulletin:
Wednesdays @ 10:00 AM
Newsletter:
16th of the month @ 10:00 AM

CHURCH OFFICE

HOURS

M - TH from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

CHURCH STAFF
MINISTERS ............................................... The Congregation
SENIOR PASTOR .................................... Rev. Maria Tafoya
Minister of Youth/Young Adults .................. Leah Torosian
Choir Director ............................................ Michael Gutierrez
Choir Accompanist ...................................... Jordan Williams
Organist ................................................. Anthony Imperatrice
Child Care .......................................................... Ashley Petree
Chair of the Congregation (2019) ........................ John Terry
Chair of the Elders (2019) .......................... Dave Highbaugh
Administrative Assistant ....................... Dee Anne Douville
Custodian ........................................................... Virgie Cortez
Communications Coordinator ...................... Jason Torosian

Names
Address
City, State Zip Code

STAMP

