THE FIRST CHURCH OF WEST BRIDGEWATER

Unitarian Universalist Association and United Church of Christ

May 19, 2019      Confirmation/Children’s Sunday     10:00 AM
Gathering Songs                                              Rosemary Valentine, Organist

Welcome        
Centering Music       “Surely the Presence of the Lord”        H No. 556
Choral Response                   
Call to Worship                                               Christina Reed, Deacon
L: Come to praise God, all you faithful people! Come, for God welcomes you and offers to draw close.

P: Praise to God, who is as near as our next breath.
L: Sun and moon and stars shine in praise to God. God created them and established for each a place.
P: God has a place for us in this world; we have come that God may instruct and equip us.
L: Mountains and hills, trees and animals praise God. Let all the rulers of the earth do so as well. 
P:  God provides abundantly for our needs. God makes of one family all who dwell on earth. 
* Hymn            “’Tis the Gift to Be Simple”            H No. 391, twice thru
Lighting Candle for 5th Sunday of Easter       Christina Reed, Deacon
L: God, we rejoice in the promise of everlasting life that Jesus gave, and that he demonstrated by his Resurrection. 

Time of Reconciliation
  Invitation                “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                 H No. 414
Unison Prayer of Confession: We admit, holy God, that we find it hard to hear your promise of new life. Even when we are dissatisfied with our lives, it is easier to cling to what we know than to risk the unknown. You command us to love one another, but some people are not lovable. O God, melt our defenses so we can accept your love and let it flow through us. Grant us courage to embrace newness. Amen.
Assurance              “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”                 H No. 146
Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, in the light of his glory and grace.
Scripture                               Psalm 148                               H No. 731
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Prayer Requests                 “Cares Chorus”
I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens down at your feet 

and anytime that I don’t know what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Prayer by pastor and by members of the congregation.
Silent prayer…  Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385
And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.

  Scripture                      Revelation 21:1–4
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God . . . .  3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more.”
  Scripture                     Revelation 21:5–6
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new. . . . 6I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”
  Scripture                        John 13:31–33
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. . . .33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me . . . but where I am going, you cannot come.”
Scripture                         John 13:34–35
34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Sermon                       “Alpha and Omega”            Pastor Steve Finlan 
* Hymn              “In Thanksgiving Let Us Praise Him”            H No. 280
Thank Offerings

  Invitation                                                                  Christina Reed, Deacon 
  Anthem                                                                                              Choir
 *Doxology                                                                                    H No. 563
*Offering Prayer
Confirmation of Lilly Chisholm and Eric Ames
[Address by Pastor. Biblical comment by each confirmand. Questions to the deacons, then to the congregation:]

L: Now, church family, will you extend a welcoming love to Lilly and Eric over time?
P: We will.

L: And do you affirm the love of Jesus Christ that circulates among us all, and do you include them in this love?
P: We do.

[Words of confirmation, ending with “Go with God, always.”]

P: Thanks be to God.

Acknowledgment of Sunday Teachers and Students
    Led by Jane Hatch

We extend congratulations to the students: Allison Ledin, Isaiah Shea, Jocelyn Williams, Grace Goodwin, Linneah Anderson, 
Isabella Patenaude, Brayden Shaw, and Victoria Jensen
Plants donated by Tim Hay –Thank you!–
* Hymn                           “Hymn of Promise”                           H No. 474
* Benediction
                                                  First Church President
L: We go out as disciples of Jesus Christ. The world will recognize you by your love.
P: Love has created us and made us whole. We grow in love when we share love.
L: Praise God whose abundant mercies meet our needs. Commune daily with the one who heads our family.
P: When we know God’s presence, we are unafraid. Newness is welcomed as God’s gift to us.

L: God is Alpha and Omega, beginning and end. God refreshes us daily with the gift of living water.

P: We have been baptized with water and the Holy Spirit. We are ambassadors of live to all we meet. Amen. 

* Congregational Response     “The Trees of the Field”     H No. 219
* Postlude                                                           Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of Wes( Bridgowater
united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings
of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain 4 welcoming
house for the worship of God: o feach and study the lessons of
our fith, o develop programs for those in need: and to
sponsor fellowship opportunities. Allthis we support in order
to build a mutuslly sustaining and caring community of faith.”




_________________________________________________________
Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

                             THIS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH_______
                               9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal

                             10:00 A.M.
Service of Word – Children’s Sunday and


  Confirmation of Lilly Chisholm & Eric Ames 

Greeters: Children of our Sunday School
Ushers: 
                             11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour – All Church Picnic
Mon., May 20


Office closed



  6:30 P.M.
Parish Committee Meeting

Tues., May 21
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m.

Wed., May 22
  

Office closed
  6:00 P.M.  
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan
Thurs., May 23
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m.



10:30 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve



  1:30 P.M.
Pastor’s Office Hours until 5:30 p.m.



  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., May 24
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m._________________
                                           LOOKING AHEAD_________________
Sunday, May 26
  9:00 A.M.
Choir Rehearsal   

                             10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 
                             11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour

  Hostesses: Marion Leonard & Sharon Ledin 

Mon., May 27


Office closed

Tues., May 28
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m.

Wed., May 29
  

Office closed
  6:00 P.M.  
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan
Thurs., May 30
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m.



 

Pastor Steve out of office – no morning or 
  evening Bible studies and no Pastor’s  

  office hours.
Fri., May
 31
10:00 A.M.
Office open until 2 p.m._________________
On Sunday, May 12, we collected 1,026.00 towards meeting our weekly 

 budget need of  $1,451.00. 

________________________________________________________________

The Mission and Outreach Committee has named the month of May as “Pasta and Sauces” month. Please bring in your donation(s) on any Sunday to help stock the shelves of the W.B. Food Pantry.

Don’t forget to make your reservation for the Lobster Roll Sale! You may fill out the reservation form that was in your May Newsletter and mail it into, or leave it in the church office, you may call the office and leave your reservation with Maria, or you may email your reservation to firstchurchwb@juno.com. Reservations must be made by Wednesday, June 5th. 

                                 Love and Prayers List
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	Roberta Anderson
	Norma Anderson
	Prayers for healing

	The Bain Family
	Isabella’s friend
	Loss of 14 year old daughter, Maddie

	Victoria & Richard Boucher
	Bobby B’s parent’s
	Lung cancer

	Theresa Capachione
	Christine Chisholm’s friend
	Cancer

	Sara Carroll
	Lauri Shea’s friend
	Cancer

	Cindy & Jim Fabish

Michelle Ford


	Christine Chisholm’s friends


	Cindy – Cancer treatment at Dana Farber – Jim -- support

Breast cancer



	Larry Flanagan
	Jane Hatch’s relative
	Needs heart/lung transplant

	Marc Forman
	Norman Fenn’s friend
	Multiple health issues

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	 Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn -- support

	Pedro Henrique
	David Sillars’s friend
	Cancer

	Jim
	Joe Kelley’s brother
	Cancer

	Joe
	Elaine’s friend
	Cancer

	Karen
	Edna Shave’s daughter
	

	Anne Kelly
	Julie and Grace Goodwin
	Brain cancer

	Joe Kelley
	Cathy Kelley’s husband and friend of First Church
	Prayers for healing

	Greg Kundicz
	Mark Trojano
	Brain cancer

	Alice Manugian
	Warren Turner’s friend
	

	Joyce Marble
	First Church member
	Prayers for deburring work

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Still receiving treatment at Dana Farber

	Brenda McClare
	Janet Salvador’s sister-in-law
	Cancer

	Richard McMullan
	Kathy Turner’s father
	

	Elaine Phaneuf
	Maria’s friend
	Cancer

	Al Richardson
	Sharon Trojano’s friend
	A.L.S.

	Sandy Rosa
	Sharon Ledin’s friend
	Acute Leukemia

	Warren Shave
	Edna Shave’s husband
	Multiple health issues

	Ian Asa Straka
	Leslie Simpson’s son
	Poor health issues

	Judy Thelen
	Leslie Simpson’s friend
	Severe memory loss

	Warren Turner
	First Church member
	Prayers for healing

	Linda W. 
	Julie Goodwin
	Illness


Please put any updates in the offering plate. Thank you!

Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason __________________________________________________________________
