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F I R S T  E V A N G E L I C A L  L UT H E R A N  C H U R C H 

In Response to the Good News of 
Jesus Christ: 

Our Purposeé 

Gathered to worship!                 
Sent to witness and serve! 

Our Visioné 

To become more  diverse, creative, 
nurturing, and welcoming within 
our congregation and in the wider 
community. 

Our Guiding Principles... 

We will follow Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior. 

We will read, teach, and preach 
Godôs Word faithfully. 

We commit to prayer and    
worship as a way of life. 

We invite people to know Jesus 
Christ. 

Reconciling in Christ 
Welcoming Statement 

ñFirst Evangelical 

Lutheran Church/La 

Primera is committed 

to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith, 

centered in the Good News of 

Jesus Christ. Therefore, in 

faithfulness to the Gospel and our 

Lutheran heritage, and to the best 

of our ability, we promise to 

provide programs, ministries, and 

pastoral care to all who seek God 

in this place. All are welcome 

here, including persons of every 

race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, 

gender, marital status, physical or 

mental ability, sexual orientation, 

gender identity and gender 

expression.ò 

Contact Us 

Phone: (480) 969-7221 

Fax:  (480) 969-7222 

Email:  felc@firstevlutheran.com 

Web:  www.firstevlutheran.com 

The other day I walked into my 
daughterôs house and up on the 
white board was ñThe First 
Thanksgiving.ò  She is home 
schooling and so I knew what 
they were learning about.  I am 
sure that you have seen that on a 
blackboard yourself.    

As I looked at it I realized what a 
misnomer it is.  I realized that the 
Pilgrims did not think that they 
were celebrating the first 
thanksgiving.   They were just 
giving thanks.  They surely had 
done it when they had gotten on 
the Mayflower and even more 
when they had disembarked at 
Plymouth.  They had given 
thanks at every meal that God 
had provided.  And even at the 
many funerals that they 
experienced that first year in the 
new land they had come to, they 

gave thanks for the lives of those they would miss. 

Thanksgiving is not just a day.  Not that I would suggest forgoing the 
celebration later this month.  Thanksgiving is a state of mind, a way of 
being, a posture that we take toward the one who creates, saves and 
sustains us.  That day long ago which next year will be 400 years ago, 
as my grandson pointed out, was born out of that way of being.   

At a lot of tables at Thanksgiving the question is asked, ñWhat are you 
thankful for?ò  This should be a daily question and not yearly one.  It 
keeps us grounded in our relationship to the one who loves us.   

Every Sunday we celebrate The Great Thanksgiving and are reminded 
just how much we are loved, that God showed up in the flesh and died 
for us  And then we are offered Godôs very lifeblood to sustain us. 
Which makes us want to say thanks again. 

This has been a hard year for many just as that first year in a new land 
was for the Pilgrims.  And just like them, may we understand the need 
to give thanks in good years and hard ones, that we are never alone in 
all of life.  God is with us and gives us fellow pilgrims on this journey 
of life. 

God be with you all,  Pastor Dana Reardon 
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Staff 

 Dana Reardon, Pastor 
Joy Petroff,  Admin. Secretary 
 

Congregational Officers 

 Sarah Shaw, President  
 Rhonda Schmidt, Vice President 
 Kathleen Rogers, Treasurer  
 Kay Mortensen, Financial Secretary 

 

Congregational Council 

Senior Vicars  

Corrine Cursi 
Virginia Daniels 
Carmen Guerrero 
Diane Johnson 
Don Johnson 
Evan Rogers   

Kathleen Rogers 
Connar Schmidt 
Rhonda Schmidt 

Sarah Shaw 
Gwen Stewart 

Marilyn Bloom, RN 
Mary Kilber 
Laura OôConnell 

Ellen Riske 
Evan Rogers   
Kathleen Rogers 

The Messenger is a monthly publication of First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Mesa, Arizona. Please submit information by 
email to felc@firstevlutheran.com or in written form to the 
church office by the 15th of the month prior to publication. 

Change for Change Offering on 
November 29 will support éé.. 

Helenôs Hope Chest   

During this time, please give 
electronically on the website: 

 

 
or send a CHECK to the church office.  

 

OFFICE UPDATE 

Iôm in the final drawer! My next project will be making sure 
CURRENT membersô folders are up-to-date. 

The form on the next page is the first step.  

Joy  

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Change for Change 

Nov. 29, 2020 

$$$$$$$$$$ 

As many dollars as makes centsééééééé.. 

Joyful Giver 

Pastor Danaôs new address: 

Dana Reardon 

 2511 W. Queen Creek Road, Unit 316 

Chandler, AZ 85248 

Ý Give by cash, check or money order (form online to 
print) 

Ý Arizona Charitable Tax Credit (you know about 
these!) 

Ý Legacy/Planned Gifts: A bequest, or charitable gift, 
allows you to make a large contribution to a cause you 
care about, without affecting your day to day life. You 
donôt have to be wealthy to make a difference.  

Ý Gifts of Stock Gifts of stock are a wonderful way to 
support our work. As with any gift, we would love to 
properly acknowledge your gift and provide you with a 
receipt for your tax records. Please contact Rev. 
Deborah Hutterer at dhutterer@lss-sw.org or 480-396-
3795 ext. 102 to let us know.   

Ý Thrivent Choice Dollars With Thrivent ChoiceÈ, 
Thrivent Members can recommend where some of 
Thrivent Financial's charitable outreach funds go.  

Ý Fryôs Community Rewards You can support LSS-SW 
every time that you shop at Fryôs. To get started, visit 
frysfood.com. Enter the code ñSH160ò to support 
Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest!  

Ý Amazon Smile Visit smile.amazon.com to link your 
Amazon account to Lutheran Social Services of the 
Southwest.   

Ý LSS-SWôs Creating Community Society demonstrates 
an extraordinary level of commitment and compassion 
for our community. Your leadership sets the example 
and inspires others to join us in providing vital services 
to Arizonaôs most vulnerable through our mission of 
showing kindness, doing justice and serving those in 
need. By investing $5,000 - $50,000 you help to 
improve the lives of individuals in Southeast, Southern, 
Central, and Northern Arizona.  

 

Links to all of these options are online at https://www.lss-
sw.org/donate-1.  

Check out the many ways you can support 

mailto:dhutterer@lss-sw.org
https://www.frysfood.com/topic/new-community-rewards-program
https://smile.amazon.com/


 

 3 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ bǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 9Ƴŀƛƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ 

CƻǊΥ                                                                                       ŀƴŘ 

 

Lƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴόǎύΥ 

bŀƳŜ                                                   tƘƻƴŜ І ψψψ-ψψψ-ψψψψ 

bŀƳŜ                                                   tƘƻƴŜ І ψψψ-ψψψ-ψψψψ 

 bŀƳŜ                                                   tƘƻƴŜ І ψψψ-ψψψ-ψψψψ 
 

aȅ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǊ ƎƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΦ 

 

LŦ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻΥ 
 

!ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ  

tƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎΥ 

 

9Ƴŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΥ  

 

 

 

LΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ƛƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊŜ-Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ  

LΦ9Φ ά/ŀƴ L ǎǳōƳƛǘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ϧ ƘȅƳƴǎ ǎƻ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊκǿƻǊǊȅ Κέ  

¸9{Η tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǎŜƴŘ ǇƻŜƳǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎΦ 
 

.ƛōƭŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎΥ  
 

IȅƳƴǎΥ  

 
 

CŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ пул-фсф-тннм ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ƻǊ Řŀǘŀ ōŀǎŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ 
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