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Make Spring Lake
a scenic park

Transforming the Spring Lake area of South Plain-
field into a Middlesex County park would represent an
excellent and badly needed addition to the county's
park system. Additionally it would be a boon for South
Plainfield and a valuable contribution to environmental
protection.

Advantages are so great that it's unfortunate that
little progress has been made on the project since it was.

on seven year:
uired a few small

the area remains in private ownership — and en-
thusiasm that once bubbled for the venture at county
level seems to have waned.

At present the area has the appearance of a marshy,
mile-long stretch of bleak lowlands fringing the Cedar
Brook through South Plainfield from the Union County
line to Spring Lake. Because of neglect it's reported to
have become rat-infested in places.

But it has the potential, without excessive develop-
ment costs, of being transformed into one of the beauty
spots of Central Jersey.

To lose this opportunity by abandoning plans to use
Green Acres funds for the proposed parkland
acquisition would be a short-sighted disservice to the
county and a rejection of the basic aim of New Jersey's
commendable and progressive Green Acres program.

Indeed, the stalled project has so many potential

tha should
Stipulate that enough time has been devoted to planning
and negotiation stages of the project — and direct that
the accent now be turned to acquisition and develop-
ment.

An opportunity for the freeholders to demonstrate
such a leadership role will surface on July 6 when the
board is scheduled to meet with South Plainfield Mayor
and Council, County Planning Director Douglas Powell,
the county’s park committee and officials of the Mid-
diesex Water Company which owns much of the in-
volved land i

At a time when the county’s Master Plan cautions
that park acreage is inadequate for the needs of the
county’s and when the
in leaps and bounds, abandoning an oppertunity to
acquire and preserve a scenic open area like the Spring
Lake tract would be a shame.

Acquisition costs in 1971 will be higher than they
would have been when the project was taken under
official consideration in 1964. But with the benefits of
federal and state Green Acre program grants, the
project still represents ome of the best bargains
available to the public of Middlesex County — and of-
fers a way to demonstrate active interest in the growing
need for environmental protection.

> Church merger
no easy step

R e

and the First Pr Church, both i

are now one. They've combined as “the  United
Presbyterian Church of Plainfield — a move making
history with the first consolidation of churches in the
Elizabeth Presbytery.

The church members involved are to be commended
for rising above limited interests and deserve success in
their venture.

The merger has allowed what had been two
congregations to attain long held goals that would have
been difficult, if not impossible, had they gone their
separate ways.

Decisions and actions involved were not easy. Giving
up a church or relinquishing a traditional church name
means breaking strong attachments. Merging with
another can mean more changes in what to many is
their spiritual home.

‘But beginning Sunday, members of the Grant Avenue
congregation will be worshipping in a new sanctuary
and both they and the First Presbyterian congregation
will have a new church name.

Happily, a well-thought-out merger plan has ad-
vantages for both former congregations.

Extensive facilities at the E. Front Street church will
he more fully utilized by the addition of members who
formerly conducted religious activities at the smaller
Grant Avenue church.

The Grant Avenue facilities, which include a com-
munity center, will now be used to inyolve even more
church members in operation of a day care center and
other activities of the community ministry to be con-
tinued there,

Both former churches, who were without pastors, are
now joining efforts to locate a new minister. Plans also
call for obtaining an assistant pastor to lead the new
church in reaching out to the total Plainfield com-
munity.

The merger involved sending questionnaires to all
church members, numerous committee meetings, two
congregational meetings and various sessions with
Presbytery officials.

“'It takes a lot of determination and a cermn amount
of daring to put sentiment and tradition aside and vote
to start an entirely new church,” sl.ld WI.II.lllll G.
French, assistant clerk of session, who was active in the
consolidation planning.

When United Presbyterian Church of Plainfield
members gather for the first time Sunday it will be as a
new congregation, unafraid and willing to undergo
change in order to better carry out their mission. Such
willingness deserves admiration.

State House scene

Politics shcdow legislative reform

By JAMES H. RUBIN
TRENTON (AP) — Elements of politi
are

Rroup
in a plug or two for taken this
npﬁa:'unm mmu eliminate
Jsecrecy i the caucus system” and replace it
with stronger committees.

cans, whe conirol both hoases by 3-i
lorlm:: keudhmu%

With one bullet

they consider Imporark sccomplshments in
mm—mu«d’ﬂwmu

the other hand, Democrats are becoming

executive director of the respected
Institute of Politics at Ru niversity.
eraberg, a, regisiered Democrat who has
worked for and actively Democra
e i
on Institute as *‘dedicated

H:!x.btr:. “whe has headed the institle since
1956, said that “legislative reform can't be

by Assembly

Speak Wit Hylnd e

stitutional convention to' restructure the
ture “before it sutfers a total collapse.

of the men who was asked to join the

commitiee bl refused i Donald G. Herzbers,

LITRZEmm 11777 e

Letters from readers

Secrecy only one

even
are capable of such cruelty as to Kill 2 fellow
uman

Peliicians and military leaders should un-
d!mnd-hllﬂhﬂemhlnhﬂ-lhwm
as. ot

Military strength
study urged
With the 185th birthday of our beloved United
‘States clase at hand should we not consider the
condition of our country?
Gen. Earl G. Wheeler of the U.S.
o Sull sars s the Usited Matex "hnnn
hier or a new bomber,”

of the evils of war

Letters ta the editor should be n,d or clearly seritten and kept as short es powible. We reserve

the right ta cdit ol letters conscient
e s e fow patiicsion

request of the House Armed Services Com-

mittee, that the preponderance of- evidence

s {0 the concluson that he Soviet Unon it
in_its massive drive

military superioeity and that the United Saes

its

iously for reasons of spece, clarity and fair play.

Names and

new

ys that “the United States 15
qp-dmeéehrﬂu 200th birthday in 1976,
butwil she’ Will America survive to celebrate

Julian Williams, research dirmor for
of

arms race.”
Il'.s "P!l:ﬂm Inventory of Slllh-lu
Delivery System” shows 2

egatonnage for the USA ul?_‘)
Rae for the USSR 18 10,30,
Sex ird

Soviet U
quadrupled the total Iwu-ls i its nﬂhﬂc

fensive forces . . . in that same period the
Trited Siates reduced s megatomage by
‘more than 40 per cent.”

(e ‘expacting yeu.

In Union County

Unicameralism still

By TEX TALMONT

ELIZABETH — The possibility of a
unicameral legislature for New Jersey
Farfacing during the 1966 Consututional Con
umm is being kicked around again.
Sen. Matthew J. Rinaldo, Union Republican
seeking re-election, has introduced a
nngn—l-m’emumm
‘Touse senaiors and 80
Rinaldo's peoposal would utilize New Jer-
'sey’s 15 Congressional districts as the basis for
clecting a 4s-member state legislature — one
{rom each of three mbistricts. He aiso would
‘have the single house
Chriatapliec Dietz, Rahw:
mnnmuugrﬂlﬂﬂl

of state government
Should be done &t a convention, rather than

ihrough aproposal emerging from either house
of the existing Legislal

‘The restructuring, he

‘more lsll"‘h-re.

ﬂnnﬂun

Dietz feels provisions must be: m to enable 8
“I;:‘:ﬁ’gh operate effectively, especially in

its 200th n 1
The US. News and World Report reported
Aprl that U.S, uperirity has ended and that

“this country had tetier wake up unless it

becomes a second-rate power.”
ez, 1s 1 ot teme to wal: up, sindy tie
situation and seek solutions’
RONALD YORK
So. Bound Brook

Another letter

in a partisan way. The parties

must cooperate.”

The ls-yuwld Princeton resident said he
ly disturbed by the nppm

Xquhmrﬂ. whu:h has its headquarters in
Kansas Ci

mmnmurrmu issued a report carlier
this year which placed New Jersey's
Legislature among the bottom third In the
nation in terms of effectiveness.

THE RATING SYSTEM was attacked bit-
I«Iy by Rl;uuh]lcln I-wnlhrll.!l New Jersey,
ite Presi Raymond H.
B-kmln.
with Bateman on this
'I'M DOI!IM.'II lnll!l said the
on “false re;

1a the gn lrw ating syatem was
comparacle o evaluatiad a ootball laver by
ity of the stadium he nllyl in, the W d
M-r room facilities, the equipment hu

dnn and the quality of the training kbll

O adted, 1 don't hlk New Jersey's
lnl( lature is the l‘u.hulg stock of the nation
use of that "er
hand, was quick to point
e inked 32nd in the report
and contended that thus ta only “patchwork
e«m. have been made to improv

point.
study was

ngnml. who noted wryly that “I have no
objection to elect Democrats to the
legislature,” said he did not want his name or

the Elx]clm Institute imltd with the
of the national study

SERIOUS STUDENTS OF l!g\sh tive reform
ean rlnl ‘much to disagree about in the way of

" For example, the proposal for a unicameral
or onehoise iegislaure |s receiving more
atention these days from ns

and Democrats although was brushed.
a.udtal ﬁhz last state constitutional convention

Former Assembiyman Fobert . Wilents, 2
Middlesex County Democrat and one of fhe
mest ardent supperters o & umummm

eels a_ one-house ould
Legislature’s atal flaw. ™ namely that
*‘members do not spend sufficient time on

J
ot Hers erzberg is equally firm in his backing
foc the preseat iwe house sysiem and partime
whoonly spend a couple day a week

& IV:}' goal is for brgladeryarlmpamq in the
5 3

pas
i et g0 to0
far in a quest for efficiency.”

ALTHOUGH THIS AND OTHER troubling
issues of legislative structure confront students:

reform, there is the fear in some quarters
B il s ot ook
partisan politics.
: The disagreements can even extend to family
ines.

erg's brother, Richard, a former

‘manager of the publications department of the
Prudential Insurance
Hyland's committe

— overhaul of the present sguctue,

Herzberg says of his brother, “He
does good work. B lie all families, we can
disagree and still be friends."

Hillsborough zoning plan
seen as ‘dollar mockery’

A Mel of land in a mlddk income neigh-

illsborough is being considered by

the Township Comimitee for rezoning from an
dential area to a

build a 30-store neighbarhood shopping center,
plus a large gas station, in their midst, This
would probably nr-suculw change the

of their beloved rural

business zone.

The majeity of pecple in the vicinity don't don't

being eyed

d-llwmllnpw'p---hnndl
with

Amhrpunmbymuuhumun
legislative districts wm:v:n
census have been ruled
mmm-—:h—um

surl‘nundlnm
‘The citizens protested at an open hearing
eforethe Townilip Commitiee on May 2. On
June 22, when the postpon
Tensened; & rreing rooem Wanmed wth abeth
Jrecple was he sceneof what ppeared (o be
dollar mockery at w
rotsators. wore. somplately withoot
‘counsel. A lawyer who
G pevtumiocn s oo s aeatocs T Dack o6
the neighborhood shopping center were
represented by two lawyers, had two expert
rimesses and on court stenographer o keep a

of testimony.
The “objective” experts tried to tell the
spectators that what common _sense,
township master plan, the U_S, census report,
and their own knawledge of the township made.
obvious — that there was no need for a

es — was a delusion.
The senior attorney also stated ihat there
was no gas station in the shopping center, when
one appeared in a prominent place on the
Todelof he proposed center, in cleak view of
the spectators. The junior attorney, asscciated
with'a local taxpayers group, whan hired 1o
represent the backers of the center, was ap-
parently effectively blocked from giving the
Iu\hﬂwy ‘home owners free or low cost counsel.
course the untled citizens r:mld hire
u.nmzy or even their own ex
i on an individual basis
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