elcome to the program guide for

In the following pages, you will have the opportunity to explore a comprehensive curriculum based on current research
and written by national experts. The 36 units and more than 1,300 activities incorporate literacy, math, science, social
studies, and the creative arts in ways that will enable your students to learn!
Using a strengths-based approach, this fully integrated curriculum combines multisensory experiences
with state-of-the-art technology. Based on the best-selling book, A Planning Guide to the Preschool
Curriculum, this innovative curriculum was designed to be used in a way that respects individual
differences, honors every child’s culture, and recognizes that family members are equal partners
in a child’s education. It is the goal of the authors that all children will experience joy and
delight as they grow and develop in a nurturing environment.
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The ultimate goal of literacy instruction is to ensure that
all children are successful when formal reading instruction
begins. The literacy experiences in this curriculum are built
into large group, small group, and learning center activities.
The six basic literacy-building skills embedded in Learn Every
DayTM: The Preschool Curriculum are supported by reading
readiness research and include the following:
Listening Skills
Listening is the foundation for all literacy development. Research
has shown that the more children are spoken to and listened to, the
better listening skills they will develop. Throughout this curriculum,
daily activities help children learn to listen for details and prioritize the
information they hear. Repeated experiences allow children to follow
directions, listen to stories, and participate in conversations to further
develop their listening skills.

Oral Language Development
The key components of oral language are vocabulary and appropriate grammar. The size of a child’s vocabulary
is one of the best predictors of how successful a reader that child will become. Vocabulary-building opportunities
are incorporated into each of the 36 Learn Every Day units and occur every day for children during group discussion
or while singing or listening to stories and poems. Such opportunities enable teachers to provide intentional and
purposeful instruction.

Letter Knowledge and Recognition
Letter knowledge involves the ability to recognize all 26 letters of the alphabet in both uppercase and lowercase forms
and to understand that letters are the foundation of all words. As young children learn to see letters as independent
components that can be organized in many ways, they become more ﬂuent speakers and more active listeners.

Print Awareness
Print awareness evolves as children are exposed to print throughout their daily lives. The Learn Every Day curriculum
helps children develop the knowledge that printed words move from left to right and from top to bottom, and that
print has many functions. These functions include labeling items, creating lists, conveying information, telling stories
based on books, and recognizing environmental print.
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Phonological Awareness
Phonological awareness is sensitivity to sound. Activities in Learn Every Day were speciﬁcally designed to help children as
they recognize sounds that are the same and different. They also can play with onomatopoeia words, match rhyming
word pairs, and identify the repetitive sound in an alliterative phrase or sentence. The books and songs in this curriculum
were selected and created to help develop this important concept.
The essential components of phonological awareness built into Learn Every Day include:

s
s
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s

Alliteration — Repetition of a consonant sound in a series of words, such as, “Terry Tiger treated Timothy
Turtle to a tasty tidbit.” Children are able to hear the repetition of the /t/ sound, but do not necessarily
need to identify that the sound is made by the letter t.
Onomatopoeia — Identifying words that sound like what they describe, for example, pitter-patter, moo,
quack, beep, and so on.
Rhyming words — Recognizing words with the same ending sound.
Segmentation — Breaking words into their component sounds.
Sound discrimination — Hearing the similarities and differences in sounds.

Comprehension
As children have an opportunity to retell stories in their own words, act
out stories, and listen to stories that are not accompanied
by illustrations, they develop comprehension. It is
through comprehension skills that children are able
to make the story their own. Comprehension
is enhanced in this curriculum as children
use higher-level thinking skills, make
applications, conduct analyses, experiment
with synthesis, and make evaluations. In
addition, understanding how authors
describe settings, develop characters, and
organize the storyline helps young children
craft their own stories.

Literacy | 5

The math activities within the Learn Every DayTM
curriculum focus on more than just numbers,
operations, geometry, and measurement.
In keeping with the recommendation of the
National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
(NCTM), algebra and data analysis are woven
into the lessons.

s
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Algebra at the preschool level
means children are developing
skills that help them think and
reason about relationships.
Activities such as
manipulating pattern blocks,
making their own patterns,
arranging objects according
to a rule, and recognizing
patterns they observe in the
environment help children
learn to solve problems
mathematically.
Emerging geometry skills
are encouraged as children
identify object attributes,
develop their measurement
skills, and create a foundation
for data analysis.
As children collect and sort
items by their attributes, they
are learning a key component
of the ability to represent,
analyze, and interpret
mathematical data.

“Mathematics
and science should
be treated as essential
components of a
comprehensive,
high-quality preschool
program, not as extras.”
—Preschool Policy Brief,
National Institute for Early
Educational Research
(NIEER)

The science component in Learn Every DayTM
was designed to ensure that children entering
kindergarten will have a working knowledge about
the natural world, including understanding cause
and effect; recognition of some of the differences
between animate and inanimate objects; a
basic knowledge of the ways in which people’s
beliefs, goals, and desires affect behavior; and a
rudimentary understanding of substances and
their properties.
The curriculum includes concepts that are related to
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physics
biology

psychology
chemistry
Scientiﬁc elements introduced in the curriculum
include the following:
the scientiﬁc method
a working knowledge that germs can transmit
disease

the life cycle of a plant
how animals and people grow and develop
across time
opportunities to participate in simple,
developmentally appropriate scientiﬁc
experiments
With increasing opportunities to ask informationseeking questions of adults, young children become
motivated to further develop their scientiﬁc reasoning.
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Social studies permeates the preschool classroom, from
learning about celebrations and community helpers to
exploring identity in terms of family, culture, and community.
Preschoolers using this curriculum begin their social studies
explorations as they examine themselves, their families, and
their community.
The natural curiosity of preschool-age children is enhanced
as they begin forming relationships outside of their own
families and exploring the world around them. While social
studies involves learning about the world and its people, it
also leads to the development of a strong social–emotional
center as children begin to take on the perspectives of others,
while becoming active participants in the larger world in
which they live.
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The creative arts in Learn Every DayTM include such things as
spontaneous creative play, singing, dancing, drawing, and roleplaying. The arts are multisensory by design and involve a variety of
modalities, including the kinesthetic, auditory, and visual. Engaging
and encouraging children in creative activities on a regular basis
helps wire their brains for successful learning.

The expected outcomes from children
participating in the creative activities
within the curriculum include:

s
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developing the imagination while
reﬁning problem-solving and
critical-thinking skills
discovering a sense of craftsmanship,
quality task performance, and goalsetting—important skills for lifelong
learning
increasing self-conﬁdence and selfdiscipline by imagining what might
be and accepting responsibility to
complete tasks from start to ﬁnish
the nurturing of values, including
team-building skills and respecting
alternative viewpoints
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Discovery learning in early childhood encompasses strategies that focus
on active, hands-on opportunities for children to explore the world
around them.
Learn Every DayTM was designed so that children have multiple
opportunities:
to make generalizations about the information they have
acquired through exploration and creative problem solving,
to participate in high-interest activities that
offer multiple ways to learn through a variety of
modalities, and
to incorporate new problem-solving
strategies into their existing knowledge
bases.
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Children have preferences with respect to how they learn about the
world. These preferences or sensory strengths help them grow
and develop in many exciting ways. Learn Every DayTM focuses
on multisensory instruction by offering a variety of sensory
experiences to facilitate learning. By designing an environment
with sights and smells; language and auditory rhythm; and
opportunities for gross and ﬁne motor movement, touch,
and manipulation, children experience the wonder of
learning!
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Principles outlined by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAE
(NAEYC) as being crucial
components of best practice, and the research related to each, were used as the cornerstone for the development
of this curriculum. For more in-depth information on the research base for the curriculum, read the Learn Every
DayTM Research Narrative (http://www.learneverydayabout.com/researchnarrative).
These principles are summarized as follows:
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All domains (physical, social, emotional, and cognitive) are interconnected and
impacted by what takes place in the others.
Development moves toward a greater complexity, self-regulation, and symbolic
or representational capacities.
Consistent relationships with responsive adults and opportunities for positive
interactions with peers help children reach their maximum potential.
The role of culture inﬂuences learning.
Because children learn in many different ways, a wide range of teaching
methods is required.
Play is important for developing social–emotional skills, language, and
problem-solving strategies.
The learning environment should be challenging because
children learn best when they have multiple
opportunities to practice what they learn.
Hands-on learning is meaningful.
The experiences children have shape their
motivation, as well as their behavior.
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Differentiated Instruction
There are many opportunities for differentiated instruction in the
curriculum. The small group activity included in each lesson is
designed to be used with groups of four or fewer. In addition, these
activities are easily modiﬁed for use with one child.

Special Needs
Children with special needs learn best in natural environments with
their peers. Each unit contains a chart with adaptations for children
with all types of special needs. For in-depth information about
inclusion, see the article “Children with Special Needs: Blending All
Learners in a Preschool Setting,” by Clarissa Willis in the Foundations
for Learning guide.

Dual Language Learners (DLLs)
Each of the 36 units in the curriculum contains a tip for children who are not native English speakers.
See “Teaching Dual and English Language Learners” by Karen Nemeth in the Foundations for Learning guide
to discover how to best serve the needs of these children.

Response to Intervention (RTI)
Response to Intervention (RTI) is a strategy used to provide learning opportunities for
students who are at risk for academic failure. This is especially important in terms
of early literacy, as research indicates literacy is the strongest single predictor of
success in academics as well as social development. For students in your classroom
who are not meeting early literacy milestones, the Nemours BrightStart! The Complete
Program for Early Literacy Success is the recommended companion for this curriculum.
For more information, visit www.kaplanco.com/nemours.

Extended Learning
Each unit contains an activity for enrichment and other tips for enhancing the learning
for children who need a more challenging environment.
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Social development involves learning to form and value relationships with others.
Emotional development is closely related to social development and refers to how a child feels about himself, about the
people in his life, and about the environment in which he plays and lives. In the early years, social skills—including the
development of friendships—and emotional development go hand in hand. Learn Every DayTM: The Preschool Curriculum
was written with the philosophy of helping children develop their ability to handle the changing world around them.
The social–emotional elements in Learn Every Day: The Preschool Curriculum were designed around the core philosophy of
the Devereux Center for Resilient Children (www.CenterForResilientChildren.org), which maintains there are certain
protective factors that help children develop resilience. These include attachment, initiative, and self-regulation.

What Is Resilience?
Resilience is the ability to recover from or adjust to misfortune
or change, to bounce back, and to overcome the odds. Resilient
children often possess qualities that help them get along well
with others and “go with the ﬂow.”

Protective Factors
Attachment: Children form strong attachments not only with
their parents, but also with other caring adults, including early
childhood teachers. The attachment bonds that children form
in these early years often predict the quality of relationships they
will have throughout life.
Initiative: As children develop healthy initiative, they learn to work
and play attentively, independently, and cooperatively. Strong
initiative in the early years prepares children to safely, actively,
and eagerly explore their worlds.
Self-regulation: Children with healthy self-regulation typically
have strong intrapersonal qualities such as self-conﬁdence
and self-esteem. Learning to handle frustration and
stress will help prepare children for challenges in the
future.
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