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Dying Well…..
I have hear d that one of the most impor tant jobs of a pastor is to teach or lead
his parishioners on how to die well. When I first heard this, I wasn’t sure what it
meant but the longer I am in the ministry, the clearer it becomes.
The r ecent sudden death of my br other-in-law Tom has been hard on me. I have
presided over more than 50 funerals including my Dads, but Tom’s death was still
harder than most to accept. I’m not sure why that is; maybe because I see the grief borne by those I love
most. Maybe because it was so sudden, a hit and run where he died instantly. Maybe because his passing
confronted me with my own mortality. I don’t know, but it is hard to get Tom out of my mind.
That last sentence is easier to under stand, he was a wonder ful per son, always helpful, always funny.
Always speaking of his faith and telling people about his Lord and Savior. Tom asked for prayers for
people with whom he had shared his faith. Tom knew that he was far from perfect, but he trusted that his
sins were washed away by Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. Tom died well.
I listened to a TED talk on what r eally matter s at the end of life. It was given by a palliative car e
doctor who had lost both of his legs in an ill-thought out college prank. He spoke of a hospice where he
worked and some of the things they did to encourage and sooth patients in their end of life care. It was
interesting and I believe that most patients would appreciate the care that this doctor provides. But He
missed the most important thing about what really matters; what happens the moment you breathe your last
breath. You can have the best, most comforting care in the world and still not have died well.
A book that I make a point to r ead ever y year is the stor y of thr ee pastor s in the same congr egation in
Sweden over a period of 130+ years. One of the pastors in The Hammer of God, as an inexperienced curate
was called to the death bed of a distant parishioner. He arrived to find the man literally frightened to death
because of his sin, convinced he was going to hell. The pastor had no idea what to do, and he was afraid of
what the family and the congregation would think of him. He grew to resent the dying man because of his
own inadequacies. Finally, a former neighbor stopped by to visit and acknowledged the Law of God that the
man was sure was condemning him to hell; but she also brought the sweet, sweet Gospel that Jesus had died
for the man’s sins and she pointed him to the cross. The man’s countenance changed in an instant, he went
from terror to peace in the face of imminent death. Johannes died well.
What do these seemingly unr elated musings have to do with each other ? I believe it is the
concept of dying well. The palliative care doctor dealt only with the comfort and dignity of his
patients. I know that the doctor is doing what he is supposed to do, and I am not condemning
him, but death isn’t the end. I will give the doctor the benefit of the doubt regarding this, maybe he just
chose not to address this in his talk; but the attitude that when we breathe our last breath, nothing follows is
a pervasive belief in this culture. There is a nihilism abounding in our society that causes many to only be
concerned with the here and now. There are many people who believe circumstances, quality of life,
personal wealth, achievements and temporal things are the key to a fulfilled life and if you have
accomplished them, then you die well. If you lived the life you want and did what you want, then all is
good. But this is a falsehood; consider the parable of the rich fool: Luke 12:20 But God said to him, 'Fool!
This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?' Jesus goes on to explain the folly of depending on the treasures of
this world to find peace and happiness but rather encourages us to pay attention to
the things that really matter, the kingdom of God who had come into the world in
the form of a man, fully God and fully Man.
Continued...
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Dying Well

Continued ...

Both Tom and the old man in T he Ham m er of God died well. By that I mean that
they died knowing that despite their sin, the object of their faith, Jesus Christ would
forgive them and usher them into eternal life. Dying well is temporarily vacating this earthly vessel we call
our bodies and continue our journey in eternity that began when the Holy Spirit created the faith in each of
us to believe in the promises of God.
This definition of dying well doesn’t preclude those who are in a comatose state or are suffering an illness
that takes away their cognitive abilities. When someone is losing these capabilities, I make it a point to let
them know that God keeps His promises even though our ill minds or our bodies don’t allow us to recall or
articulate our faith. Our faith isn’t dependent on our physical or mental abilities. We believe that the Holy
Spirit works strengthening our faith despite our physical and mental limitations.
We who ar e living and those who have died well continue to believe in the pr omises of God which will
all come to pass when Jesus comes again on the last day to judge the living and the dead. Those who are still
living believing the promises will join those who died well, and we will meet Jesus in the sky with
resurrected bodies and minds and will live in the presence of God forever and ever! Amen!
Romans 8:31-39 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he
not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge against
God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who
died-- more than that, who was raised-- who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is
written, "For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." 37
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord. Hebrews 11:13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them
and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.

Join us for Church in the Park - Sunday, September 29th
Join Us for a
Veteran’s Breakfast on
Saturday, November 9th
from 7:30 am until 11am

Bonfire - Fellowship & Fun!
Saturday October 19th at
the church at 6pm
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Our Gifts to the Lord ~ August 2019
Offering this month:

$11,839.53

Expenses:

$11,441.75

Difference:

$397.78

Lois wants to
remind you to keep
recycling… even
your old batteries.
Thanks!!! Keep up
the good work!

Mission Project / School Kits: Enough
school items were donated that we were able
to pack a total of 40 School Kits to be sent to
Lutheran World Relief. We will be able to track
where the kits are sent once they are scanned
into one of the two warehouses. An update will
be given on the status as it becomes available.
Thank you to all who donated items or their
time for this wonderful project.

August Attendance:
8am

SS

10:30 am

8/4

12

20

40

8/11

15

20

45

8/18

14

33

50

8/25

13

19

40

September Birthdays
nd

2
6th
7th
9th
15th
23rd
25th

Karen Burke
Andrew Sellin
Tom Creps
Dawn Whiting & Bob Dornfeld
Nancy Austin
Laney Wooten
Mark Trentham

September Anniversaries
Food Pantry - Just a reminder to grab a
fish or two out of the basket in the Narthex
to donate items for our Food Pantry. Our
food pantry is just about stocked again and
we will also be sending some food over to
St. Paul's to assist in their Food Pantry &
Lunch Programs for the community. Thank
you to all who have donated. Please contact
Dawn Whiting if you are in need or if you
know of someone that needs assistance.
Contact #381-9986.

8th Chuck & Nancy Austin
9th Paul & Vickie Saladin
21st Gary & Rhonda Mark

Join us at Dominion Senior
Living Center for
Praise & Song the 1st & 3rd
Monday at 11am…. and at Athens Place
the 1st & 3rd Tuesday at 4:15.
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Mobile Apps from Lutheran
Hour Ministries
The Lutheran Hour' Mobile App

On October 2, 1930, the first broadcast of
The Lutheran Hour radio program was aired with
Dr. Walter A. Maier as Speaker. The Lutheran
Layman’s League, which had formed 13 years earlier,
had a vision of spreading the Gospel message using
the young technology of broadcast radio. For more
than 80 years, the call of Christ has been carried
around the world by radio waves to share the Good
News. With over one million listeners every week,
The Lutheran Hour continues its legacy of bringing
timely messages of Christ’s love by using the most
current and accessible platforms. The program airs on
more than 1,800 North American stations every week.
One of those radio stations is 1090AM WENR.
The Lutheran Hour airs at 10:30am Sundays.
We are sponsoring this program through donations.
I don’t need to tell you how hard it is to let people
know what Lutherans believe in this community.
The Lutheran Hour provides sound traditional
Biblical messages based on Lutheran theology.
This is an outreach to our community.
It costs us $35 per week to sponsor the Lutheran
Hour and we get about 2 minutes to advertise Athens
Lutheran Church during the program. We are funding
this outreach through donations and need your help.
If you are interested in helping us fund this project
please designate your gifts to support the Lutheran
Hour in the memo line of your check.

Thank You for helping us share The Lutheran
Hour with our community.

You can take The Lutheran Hour® program
with you anywhere you go! An updated mobile
app is now available for the world's longestrunning Christian outreach radio program!
Play or download the audio or read the text
of the program's current sermon. Search
and play a sermon from The Lutheran Hour
archive. Save your favorite sermons for easy
access Share sermons with your friends and
family directly from the app!

LHM Daily Devotions Mobile App
You can now access Lutheran Hour Ministries'
Daily Devotions on your mobile device by
using the new Daily Devotions app!
Inspirational Scripture-based messages at
your fingertips every day. Season-themed
devotions during Advent and Lent.
Read the devotion text or listen to the audio
version. Share the devotion with a friend
using Twitter, Facebook or e-mail.

LHM Video Bible Studies
Mobile App
Take a minute to download the free LHM Video
Bible Studies app from Lutheran Hour Ministries! When you do you have immediate access to
award-winning, original Bible studies with
streaming video, study guides, downloads, and
more - the Studies app puts a host of
Christ-centered tools at your fingertips.

Project Connect' Mobile App
As a topical booklet ministry Project Connect,
from Lutheran Hour Ministries, is an excellent
evangelism resource. It gives congregations and
individuals an outreach program that works and
is easy to maintain. This app not only allows you
to download and share these great resources, but
to listen to high quality recordings as well.
Topic categories include "Abuse Addiction",
"Domestic Violence", and "Life Skills".
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