




 

 

 

January, 2017 

 
 

Dear Iowa Farmers Market Association Members, 

 

The IFMA board is pleased to announce that the Iowa Farm Bureau has created a new insurance policy specifically 

designed for Iowa’s farmers markets.  

A few months ago the board approached the Farm Bureau to create such a policy, and Farm Bureau released the 

attached information to the board in late January.  Prior to this, Farm Bureau did not have an insurance policy 

tailored to the needs of Iowa’s farmers markets: we hope this information and offer provides you with one more 

option as you consider your market’s insurance needs. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Donna Brahms, President 

Iowa Farmers Market Association   

 

http://www.iafarmersmarkets.org/home.html  

https://www.facebook.com/IowaFarmersMarketAssociation/  





Send IFMA (or me) your 
market rules! 



a new partnership to assist in protecting  

pesticide-sensitive crops and apiaries 



FieldWatch is a non-profit company created to develop and operate 

the DriftWatch Specialty Crop Site & BeeCheck Apiary Registries. 

Formed in 2012 by Purdue University and interested agriculture 

stakeholder groups, the nonprofit is funded by state departments of   

ag, corporate entities, and producers. 

 

 

driftwatch and beecheck are web-based mapping tools created by 

FieldWatch to promote communication between beekeepers, 

producers of specialty crops and pesticide applicators in support of 

ongoing stewardship activities. 

 



FieldWatch is currently in 16 states and 1 Canadian province. 



 
www.iowaagriculture.gov 

 
 
 

Programs 
 
 
 

Sensitive Crop Directory 
 
 
 

Iowa Sensitive Crop  
Directory Homepage 

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/


 Producers of commercially-grown specialty crops* can register 

their sites on-line and provide contact information about their 

operation.  

 This registry tool allows producers to trace their field boundaries 

with easy-to-use mapping features. 

 Crop producers that also have apiaries can register those hives 

through the driftwatch portal – they do not need to go through the 

beecheck registry. 

 

 

*includes commercial fruit and vegetable producers, orchards, 

vineyards, floriculture sites, tree nurseries, Christmas tree farms, 

and organic production sites; sites must be ½ an acre or larger 
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driftwatch Specialty Crop Site Registry 
Crop Producer View – allows producers to trace field boundaries 



 
beecheck provides features such as GPS mapping, optional 

designation of time frames at given locations, and features viewable 

one-mile boundary zones around hives.  beecheck is FREE to register 

and use for commercial and hobby beekeepers. 

 

 



beecheck Site Registry 
Beekeeper View – allows commercial and hobby beekeepers to 

designate sites by clicking locations on maps 



Once a apiary site is approved by the data steward, a one mile  
boundary is propagated onto FieldWatch maps. 



Applicator User Page – 

Applicator View 

Applicators can zoom 

in to view maps  

Crop designations, field boundaries, and one-mile apiary radii  

are all features within the applicator view 



Applicators can view 

contact info when 

viewing maps by 

clicking on a producer 

site icon  

FieldWatch Specialty Crop & Apiary Registries 
Contact Info Viewable for Applicators 

 



State Totals as of December 2017 
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• Provided each participating 

market with posters to hang at 

businesses and establishments 

within their community 

 

NEW IN 2017 
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IOWA FARM TO SCHOOL 

FARMERS MARKET SCAVENGER HUNT  

• 150 student forms were submitted 

• Atlantic markets had the best participation with Produce in the Park taking 

1st place on submittals 

• Nearly 20% of the students said this was their first time to a farmers 

• 40% of the students saw a fruit or vegetable they had never seen before 

• Approximately ½ of the students bought fruits/vegetables at the market that 

day 

• To the question, “What was your favorite part about your trip to the farmers 

market” the responses were pretty evenly disbursed between: 

• Food 

• An experience 

• An activity 

      Also making the list was “money I found on the ground” & “business cards” 
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RADIO ADS 

:30 “IOWA GROWN CROPS-BERRIES” 
 
FRESH, IOWA GROWN BERRIES ARE THE VERY BERRY BEST YOU CAN FIND. PILES OF DELICIOUS, SUN 

RIPENED FRUITS ARE READY TO BE GOBBLED UP BY YOU AND THE FAMILY. COME ON OUT TO A LOCAL 

“PICK YOUR OWN” PATCH AND FILL YOUR BERRY BASKET TO THE BRIM THIS SUMMER! OR CHECK OUT 

ONE OF IOWA’S 150 LOCAL FARMERS’ MARKETS TO ENJOY THE FRUIT OF IOWA’S FARMS.  

OPTION 1) I'M SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE BILL NORTHEY - IOWA GROWN FRUITS AND VEGGIES ARE 
IOWA GOOD…FOR ALL OF US!   
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IOWA LOCAL FOOD DAY 

OCTOBER 11, 2018  

 
The intent of this project is to take the successful ground work that 

has already been done around the state and bring it together.  

Creating an “Iowa Local Food Day” statewide celebration will bring 

together all sectors of Farm to School.  Unifying the state in a local 

food project will: (1) provide a strong support network; (2) aid food 

service directors in making local procurements;  (3) engage more 

growers in growing and selling produce to schools; (4) help growers 

ramp up school sales by working on a smaller scale with Summer 

Food Service Programs; (5) allow Farm to School activities to 

expand beyond fruits and vegetables; and (6) raise awareness of 

Farm to School across the state.    
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2018 IOWA LOCAL FOOD DAY  

AT A GLANCE 

 Participation  
• Includes 2 dishes with primary ingredients locally grown or processed 

• Includes dairy 

• Goal – increase level of current activity 

• Engage more growers in growing for & selling to schools  

 

Awareness/Promotion 
• Governor proclamation 

• Invite elected officials 

• Inform parents 
 

Recognize a school doing great things 

Create peer groups/mentors 
• Give schools opportunity to serve local foods with support and 

assistance and create on-going sustainable events in the future 
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INCREASE LOCALLY GROWN  

PRODUCE IN SCHOOLS - GROWERS 

3 crop planning workshops (Jason Grimm) 
• Focus:  crop planning, pricing, packaging 

 

RFSWG Local Food Coordinators 
• Work to identify local growers interested in selling produce to 

schools 

• Enroll growers in the Farm to School Directory 
 

Food hubs  
• Work with food hubs to provide aggregated source of local foods 

• Provide single source billing/delivery  

• Offer delivery stipends 

 
 



Tammy Stotts 

Tammy.stotts@iowaagriculture.gov 

515-281-7657 





Thank you! 
 

Contact info: 

Paul Ovrom 

paul.ovrom@iowaagriculture.gov 

515-242-6239 


