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Edit or 's Desk  

Dear friends,  

                     An edition which is very close to my heart as I 
compile the work of this wonderful team which is driven by 
passion and focus on access to technology . 

                Excellence is never an accident, it is the result of high 
intention, sincere effort, intelligent direction, skillful execution 
and the vision to see obstacles as opportunities.  

  

Happy Reading!! 

Regards, 

Bhavna Botta 

connectspecial.in  

  



 

 Fr om  The H ear t  

  

                                     An inspir ing work  by a group of act ivists to 
m ake sure technology m eets the needs of people with 
disabi l i ty.  BAPSI-Bi d i r ect i on al  Access Pr om ot i on  Soci ety  
which works towards increasing publ ic awareness on the 
potent ial  of telecom m unicat ions, broadcast ing and in ternet 
technology  and to enable m axim um  access to the publ ic of 
such technologies at the lowest costs 

                  This un ique society has str ong bel ief in  m ak ing low 
technology solut ions avai lable to al l . The work  of the society 
in  f inding solut ions l ike eLocutor : Single Button Typing and 
Speak ing Software, The sk id Software a com m unicat ion 
solut ions, VIBRATIONS is a ser ies of m obi le apps, that enables 
the deafbl ind to r eceive and produce in form ation to 
com m unicate using a sm ar t phone are al l  pioneer ing works.

                BAPSI organizes tr ain ing program m es on 
cutt ing-edge technologies which prom otes par t icipat ion of 
persons with disabi l i t ies .By involving the sibl ings  in  the 
program m e the act ivi ty becom es sustainable.

         This sustained work  reflects the effor t , work  and 
m entor ing by Prof Arun M ehta, a software wr i ter  , disabi l i ty 
and  hum an r ight act ivist  , Vick ram  Cr ishna, a technologist, 
Ashok  Agarwal , pract icing lawyer  and Jagdeep S. Chhokar , 
professor , m anager  and engineer  .

                   Another  in terest ing feature of BAPSI is how i t  is 
keeping a tr ack  of the l im ited com m unicat ion suppor t tools 
avai lable for  people with disabi l i t ies in  the countr y. Vick ram  
Cr ishna explains the need for  such work . 
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Sir , Why t his in it iat ive  

  

      Access is a  very big problem, the lack of access to the 
sharing of information across the country, breaks down to 
many small ways in which information access is disabled. 
However, when each of these small ways is examined, we 
find they might be very big problems also, with many 
connections that need to fall into place in order to be dealt 
with, in a manner that thinking people can feel satisfied that 
something useful is happening. That 's what we do, work 
with technology and the ways in which technology can be 
made useful to people who need to communicate.  

  

who is t he brain behind t h is in it iat ive 

  

 Dr Arun Mehta has been championing the dissemination of 
knowledge of low-cost application development tools for 
accessible smart devices for years now. Together, we ran a 
project with the Helen Keller Institute for the Deaf Blind 
(HKIDB), after meeting with the founder, Beroz Vakil, during 
her lifetime. Unfortunately, we did not have the funding 
then to put it to the test, before she passed away. 



 

 

Arun wrote a proposal that won an international award, 
and we used that money to work with teachers and 
deafblind persons in the institute to find what kind of 
communication tools could be made accessible and 
affordable. We have made some of these tools, which you 
have seen on the website, games, text-to-speech 
converters, text-to-vibration converters and so on, that run 
on very cheap tablets and phones.  

  

How do you m anage funding it  m ust  be an uphil l  t ask . 

  All the projects were created with international support 
through awards for outstanding project design. We have 
never had any success in getting Indian philanthropists to 
support this kind of activity, in over 20 years, although we 
have won several national recognition awards.  

  

Inspir ing work  ,how  can youngst ers join t h is act ivit y  

  We have always encouraged youngsters, both so-called 
'abled' and so-called 'disabled', to participate in learning 
how to design and develop useful tools.  The apps you see 
in the Play Store and on the website were developed with 
the active participation of the teachers and the deafblind 
students and staff of HKIDB.  For that exercise, we had also 
involved graduate students from  the outreach programs 
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r un by the H om i Bhabha Centre for  Science Education, 
India's prem ier  inst i tute for  developm ent of science 
awareness.  

  W e are now work ing behind the scenes at SEDB, the 
organisat ion for  the deafbl ind by the deafbl ind in  India, to 
dr ive fur ther  developm ents through recognit ion of the 
tr em endous potent ial  that persons with such problem s 
(which affects m any people to one degree or  another  as they 
get older , as I  am  sure you have not iced, and im proving 
heal thcare in  India m eans that m any large num bers of older  
people are and wi l l  be around) have to cont inue contr ibut ing 
in  im por tant ways to the qual i ty of society.



 

 Tech Corner

Augm en ta11y- Dysl exi a-f r i en d l y r ead i n g app  

  

 Or iginal ly featured in  Access an d  In cl usi on  th r ough 
Techn ol ogy

https:/ / oswaldlabs.com /platform /shravan/apps/augm enta11y/  

            Augm enta11y is an Augm ented Real i ty (AR) app that 
helps people with learn ing disabi l i t ies l ike dyslexia easi ly 
r ead signage, paper , and other  m ater ial  in  the real  wor ld. 

       Augm enta11y is a one-stop platform  that aim s at m ak ing 
l i fe easier  on a regular  basis, sim pl i fying the process of 
in teract ing with objects and text-based data (such as 
bi l lboards, str eet signs, hard copy docum ents, on l ine data) 
that one m ay encounter  wi th through the course of their  day. 

                   
 

I t  helps those with dyslexia absorb 
and in teract wi th r eading m ater ial  
wi th com for t. I t  provides a vast ar ray 
of custom isable opt ions, r ender ing 
the text to be com pletely 
user -custom isable based on their  
preferences. Augm enta11y serves as 
the ul t im ate assistant whi le deal ing 
with the effects of a condit ion such 
as dyslexia. 

https://paper.li/e-1452749534?edition_id=e15a8cf0-d7d3-11e9-a463-0cc47a0d164b&utm_campaign=paper_sub&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscription
https://paper.li/e-1452749534?edition_id=e15a8cf0-d7d3-11e9-a463-0cc47a0d164b&utm_campaign=paper_sub&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscription
https://paper.li/e-1452749534?edition_id=e15a8cf0-d7d3-11e9-a463-0cc47a0d164b&utm_campaign=paper_sub&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscription
https://paper.li/e-1452749534?edition_id=e15a8cf0-d7d3-11e9-a463-0cc47a0d164b&utm_campaign=paper_sub&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscription
https://paper.li/e-1452749534?edition_id=e15a8cf0-d7d3-11e9-a463-0cc47a0d164b&utm_campaign=paper_sub&utm_medium=email&utm_source=subscription
https://oswaldlabs.com/platform/shravan/apps/augmenta11y/
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It aims at helping them be more independent, by ensuring 
ease of accessibility and usability. The application is fairly 
intuitive to use, simply point your device at the object at 
hand and let Augmenta11y work its magic. The user can 
read the text unaffected by external environmental factors 
by tapping on a text box and entering the Reader mode. 

This tool keeps track of previously detected text for future 
reference, so users can revisit anything they found 
interesting. 

For  subscr ipt ion -bot ta.bhavn a@gm ai l .com

For  shar ing  and reading ar chives log on to -

con n ectspeci al .i n


