Neill’s Creek Baptist Church
The Light on the Hill
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Senior Pastor
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Neill’s Creek Baptist Church Mission Statement
Neill’s Creek Baptist Church is a community of believers committed to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, and exists for
the purpose of advancing God’s kingdom through worshiping God, making disciples for Jesus Christ, and ministering to persons in need.

A Message From Your Pastor December 2018
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor
on the lowliness of his servant…” Luke 2:46-48
Those words of worship which Mary lifted to God could be paraphrased to say, “Thank
God for showing up in my mess!” In a nutshell, that is the good news of the gospel at Christmas
time--that God has shown up in the messiness of this world by the miracle of the word made flesh.
As we read Luke’s account of the Christmas story there is no doubt that Jesus sure showed up in a
mess. He was born to a man and woman betrothed but not married; having a child out of wedlock—
a child that wasn’t biologically Joseph’s. Jesus came into this world at tax time, in an overcrowded
city, with no rooms left, and no nurses or midwives available. Jesus drew his first breath in the dark
of night in the messiness of a stable full of animals. Jesus entered a messed up political climate
where a deranged dictator named Herod murdered infants and forced Joseph and Mary to flee with
their baby boy. The messiness of Jesus’ life didn’t stop at birth. He was often unwelcomed, hated,
and eventually wanted dead. Of his own twelve disciples—Peter denied him, Thomas doubted him,
Judas deceived him, and the rest deserted him.
The messiness of our world hasn’t changed much since Jesus time. We still have personal
mess—things that happen in our own lives and families which we try to hide out of embarrassment.
We still have social messes and injustices where poor people around the world don’t have access to
basic standards of living just as Mary and Joseph had no access to a sanitary place to give birth.
And we most certainly have political messes that have divided our country and all nations of this
world—causing much shouting but creating few solutions. The human race and our society are
utterly broken. We still deny him, still doubt him, still deceive, and frequently desert this Jesus who
came to this world to save sinners like you and me.
Yet the good news of Christmas—good news of great joy that is for all people—is that he
did come! Jesus chose to take off the regal robes of heaven and put on the fragile robe of human
flesh, entering fully into the frail human condition even as messy as it is. Jesus chose to enter our
mess—a mess that we made, so he could rescue us and redeem us. Jesus took the mess of humanity
to the cross of Calvary and performed a transformative miracle! Jesus died in the mess of our sin
and through a miracle of love he saved us. Lord knows the month of December can be a messy and
stressful time on many levels. But let’s not miss the miracle that God came down into our mess to
rescue us and to transform it all by his love. Let us live into the miraculous love of Jesus, even as
we navigate daily life in a messy world. For this Savior, our Emmanuel, goes with us all the way!
Merry Christmas,
Pastor Chris
Week of Fasting and Prayer: As we prepare to say goodbye to 2018 and welcome the year 2019,
would you consider a week of fasting and prayer from Sunday Dec. 30th - Saturday Jan. 5th?
How we begin the new year has the capacity to set our course for the remainder of 2019. What
better way to transition from old to new than to seek our Lord and Savior with our whole
heart. This is a chance to repent of our sins of 2018 and surrender ourselves fully in the new
year. Let's seek God's protection and favor as we fast and pray proclaiming 2019 as a year of
the Lord's favor. Our Spiritual motto in 2019 will be "Abide & Abound"!

A Quick Look: Upcoming Events
December
Looking Ahead
December 2

Hanging of the Greens during worship service
Youth and Parent Meeting immediately after worship service in the
Fellowship Hall. Lunch is provided.
Church Staff Meeting at 4pm.
December 7
Youth Night at Ellington Studios at 7:00pm and Lock-in.
Happy Birthday Jesus Party/Drive In Movie Night (6:30-9:00pm)
December 9
Special Called Church Conf.—2019 Budget
Diaconate Meeting at 5:00pm
December 10 Mission Study Circle Meeting Christmas Celebration at 10:00am
Staff Christmas Party at Brass Lantern, Dunn at 7:00pm
December 16 Adult Choir Christmas Cantata at 7:00pm
December 17 Newsletter Articles Due at 2:00pm
December 19 Church-wide Christmas Caroling at 5:30pm
Ham, Egg and Pancake Dinner served by the Brotherhood at 6:30pm
December 21 Church Office Closed
December 23 Special Called Church Conf to vote on 2019 Budget
December 24 Christmas Eve Worship Service at 9:00pm Church Office Closed
December 25 Merry Christmas
Church Office Closed
December 26 Church Office Closed
Adult Choir Practice on Wednesdays at 8: 00pm

Praises
Jim Deese was ordained to Christian
Ministry on November 4th at Neill’s
Creek Baptist Church.
Cary and Susan Stewart celebrated their
50th Wedding Anniversary on Friday
November 16th.
Bill and Janet Shires recently celebrated
their 34th wedding anniversary.
Josh and Kristie Andrews celebrated
their 27th wedding anniversary on 11/18.
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Allison Stephenson
Carol Hart
Doan Wilson
Spencer Thomas
Sophie McLean
Alex Adams
Brandon Lee Stephenson
Kathy Mitchell
Kim Price
Lewis Hayes
Kaylea Brown
Glenn Finch
Jodi Matthews
Bailey Heston
Luanne Stephenson
Will Blalock
Glenn Johnson
Michael Dean Roseman

The Hanging of the Greens celebration is Sunday, Dec. 2nd during morning
worship service. Please plan to attend this very special service as we decorate
our House of Worship in preparation for the Christmas season.

Christmas Eve Service: Our Christmas Eve Service will be held Dec. 24th at
9:00pm. Come enjoy special music, refreshments and wonderful fellowship.
The service will end with the lighting of the Christ candle. Children are
invited to wear their pajamas to the candlelight service.

Gant Edmiston joined our church on
11/25 by statement of previous profession
of faith and baptism.

Merry Christmas

We are working hard
on memorizing scripture
and learning how to
apply God’s word in our
own lives. Please,
continue to encourage
our children in their
own personal walk of
faith.

Don’t Forget…
Sunday School starts at
9:45am! There is a class
for everyone, all ages!
We invite you to join us
and try one out!

December 7th – Happy Birthday Jesus Party/ Drive In Movie Night
6:30pm – 9:00 pm
Parents are invited to join in on the fun too!
*All children are encouraged to make a “box car” to sit in during our movie. If you
need help finding an idea or have questions, please do not hesitate to ask!

December 16th – Christmas Cantata at 7pm
December 19th – Church-wide Christmas Caroling at 5:30pm
December 24th – Christmas Eve Worship at 9:00pm
*Children are invited to wear pajamas

The Adult Choir will be presenting their Christmas Cantata Sunday, December 16th at
7:00pm. Make plans to join us for an evening of wonderful music as we celebrate the
Christmas season. After the Cantata join us for a reception honoring our choir and church
musicians in the Fellowship Hall. This is a special time to express our love and appreciation for
their commitment throughout the years. All are invited to attend the reception.

December 25th -

Sympathy is extended to the friends and family of:

6:30 – Joyful Noise Choir for Grades 1 – 5
7:00 – Mission Friends for ages 3 through 1st grade
7:00 – Children in Action for Grades 2– 5

Marsha Woodall recently got engaged.
Gantt Edmiston and Tiffany Adams were
married on 11/20/18.

The Buzz on
Children’s
Ministry

Thomas Price (Brother of Charles Price)who passed away on 11/12.
Cretty Hocutt (Aunt of Devin Hocutt) who passed away on 11/25.
Robin Womble who passed away 11/18.
Robert Johnson (friend of Robert Wood) who passed away 11/23.
Christmas At The Creek Community Cantata: On Sunday Dec. 2nd at 6pm there will be a
special community cantata at Buies Creek Baptist Church called Christmas at the Creek. This
service will feature various churches, choirs, and Campbell University student groups singing
Christmas worship songs which accompany the reading of Advent scriptures. Our choir from
NCBC will be singing in this program and the congregation is invited to attend. Buies Creek
Baptist Church is located next to the convocation center adjacent to the campus of Campbell
University. A light reception will follow.

Wednesday Night Activities

www.facebook.com/
NCBCChildren

Christmas
Blessings,
Mrs. Nikki

SCHEDULES FOR DECEMBER 2018
NURSERY WORKERS
December 2:
December 9:
December 16:
December 23:
December 30:

Carolyn Broadwell
Jay and Amber James
Rick and Angie Ellington
Greg and Lindsay Adams
Alex and Leigh Adams

DEACON OF THE WEEK SCHEDULE
Please contact the Deacon of the Week if there is an emergency
and you need assistance:
December 3:
December 10:
December 17:
December 24:

Carolyn Broadwell
Kat Tinsley
Leonard Johnson
Tracy Stephenson

919-244-8315
919-818-0905
919-369-5897
919-291-4906

December 2:
December 9:
December 16:
December 30:

Youth News December 2018

TAPE MINISTRY
Mamie Hughes
Frances Johnson
Sandra Strickland
Judith O’Quinn
USHERS

*Harry Ennis
Ronnie Partin

Phil Ferrell
Todd Sharp
Gantt Edmiston
* Team Leader
Usher Coordinators are:
Timothy Johnson (h) 910-893-6155
Ken Edwards (h) 919-842-6080

Please help provide toys for tots by
bringing NEW, unwrapped toys to
place in the donation box. These toys
will brighten C hristmas for Harnett
County children who might otherwise not have a very
Merry C hristmas.
Lost and Found: If
these items belong to
you or someone you
know, please pick
them up at the church.
Thank you.
The budget and finance committee plans to present the
2019 budget at a special called church conference
on Sunday December 9th during the morning worship
service. Copies of the proposed budget will be available at
this time. The congregation will have two weeks to review
the budget before a vote is scheduled on Sunday Dec. 23rd
during the morning worship service. An in-depth presentation of the 2019 budget along with a Q&A time will be held
on Wednesday Dec. 19th at 7pm in the fellowship hall.
Fifth Sunday Offering: 2018 has been a tremendous year
of fundraising for our Building Expansion Project. Your
generosity and support of God's work have been a blessing
which proves that Neill's Creek Baptist is built to last.
On Sunday December 30th we will collect our final 5th
Sunday offering of 2018. We are currently at $140,000 in
our building expansion fund. Pastor Chris has challenged
the congregation to raise $10,000 more before the end of
2018 which would get us to a goal of $150,000. This is the
season for giving and remember God's greatest gift to
us. Let's finish strong in our financial faithfulness in
2018. Please prayerfully consider your sacrificial
contribution to the Lord's work on or before Sunday
Dec. 30th.

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20
Hello everyone! I hope that you had a blessed Thanksgiving, and are gearing up for the Christmas season
as it quickly approaches. I don’t know about you, but it seems as if the semester has flown by us in the
blink of an eye. It has been such a blessing to lead the students of Neill’s Creek during this time, and it is
clear already that God is at work in the lives of each and every one that has come through our doors. Asking the question, “How does our story connect with God’s story?” on Wednesday nights, it has been our goal to find the intersections of
the Bible and the lives we daily live, ultimately culminating in one: the person and spirit of Jesus. The Youth have been quite busy over
the past month, and that busyness will only continue as the year comes to a close. We would like to thank you, the church, for your continued support of our youth program, which would be impossible to continue without your help. The cake auction fundraiser was a great
success, and we specifically would like to thank all who contributed to it. Your support allows us to partake in activities such as lockins, Winterspree, summer camp, and more. Youth is an integral time in the spiritual formation for all persons, and it is during this time
that I pray our students will feel free to be the people they were created to be, ultimately learning that it is only through Christ that the
full and complete life is found. If I can ever be of any help to you, please do not hesitate to reach out. From myself and all of our youth,
thanks for all you do, we love you! Blessings and love, Christian
(704) 477-7357 cjustice30@gmail.com
*If your student has not yet signed up for Winterspree, please let me know ASAP if they would like to attend. Once payments are sent
in, spots will be final.
Upcoming dates to be aware of:
Youth every Wednesday night (unless otherwise noted) @ NCBC, 6:30-8pm
First Winterspree deposit due, Wednesday 11/28
Living Nativity @ Jack Marley park, Thursday 11/29, 6pm (youth help needed)
Hanging of the Greens, Sunday 12/2, 11am
Youth Parent Meeting, Sunday 12/2, immediately following church service (lunch provided)
Ellington Youth Night and Youth Lock-In, Friday 12/7, 7pm-8am
Remaining Winterspree deposit due, Sunday 12/16
Winterspree, Friday 1/18- Monday 1/21

December 2018
What a beautiful Thanksgiving Day we were blessed with this year. I hope everyone enjoyed the day with family and
friends and remembered all the many blessings that God blessed us with during this past year.
Now we are entering such a special time of the year, Advent. During this time, we prepare our hearts for the coming of the
Christ Child. It is such a beautiful time of the year. Our church will be beautifully decorated during the Hanging of the Greens. We
will enjoy singing the Christmas Carols, hearing the Christmas story read and the messages preached based on this story, hearing the
adult choir’s Christmas Cantata and enjoying the reception that follows, going Christmas Caroling followed by the ham, egg, and
pancake dinner sponsored by the Brotherhood, and the Christmas Eve Service. There are so many things planned to help us prepare
ourselves for the arrival of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Let’s make sure we make lots of room in our hearts and lives during this
Christmas season for Him.
It is at this time of year that we remember our International Missionaries. We can give to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering,
the CBF Global Missions, or both. CBF tells us, “You Can Change the World! One Community at a Time” and the Lottie Moon Offering tells us, “Your Prayers Transform Lives.” These themes are so very true. We need to pray for our Missionaries everyday of the
year, and we need to give to help them carry out their mission, “to spread the Gospel to every corner of the world.” We cannot all go to
the mission field, but we can pray and give. Please pray for our missionaries and prayerfully consider your part in giving to help them in
their many ministries.
The Mission Action Study Circle will meet on December 10, 2018. We will meet at the church at 10:30 and go to Briggs in
Cary for our Christmas Brunch.
I encourage every woman in the church to become a part of our group. This is a wonderful way to form close friendships as we
learn about missions and take part in mission projects.
Merry Christmas!
Carolyn Broadwell, WMU Director

Neill’s Creek Baptist Church

Calendar of Events

Sunday

. Monday

.

Tuesday___________________ .

Sunday

2 Monday

3

Tuesday

9:45am…Sunday School.
11:00am…Morning Worship—Hanging of
the Greens
12:15pm...Youth and Parent Meeting immediately after worship service in
Fellowship Hall—Lunch is
provided.
4:00pm...Church Staff Meeting
6:00pm...Christmas at the Creek

DECEMBER

Wednesday

.

Thursday____________________ . Friday______________________

4 Wednesday

5

Thursday

6 Friday

6:30pm...Open Prayer Time at the church
6:30pm…Youth Bible Study
7:00pm...Mission Friends (Ages 3-1st Grade)
7::00pm...Children in Action (Grades 2-5)
7:00pm....Adult Bible Study
8:00pm...Choir Practice

Fellowship Hall—LRBA Pastor/Wife
Dinner at 6:30pm

9

_1

Saturday

8

6:30-9:00pm Happy Birthday Jesus
Party/Drive In Movie Night

Allison Stephenson
Carol Hart
Blake Beasley
Doan Wilson

CBF Global Missions

9:45am…Sunday School.
11:00am…Morning Worship—Peace
Special Called Church Conf.—
2019 Budget
5:00pm...Diaconate Meeting

7

Saturday

7:00pm Youth Night at
Ellington Studios
and Lock-in

1st Sunday in Advent—Hope

Sunday

2018

Monday

10 Tuesday

11 Wednesday

12 Thursday

13 Friday

14 Saturday

6:30pm...Open Prayer Time at the church

WMU—Christmas Celebration

6:30pm…Youth Bible Study
7:00pm...Mission Friends (Ages 3-1st Grade)
7::00pm...Children in Action (Grades 2-5)
7:00pm....Adult Bible Study
8:00pm...Choir Practice

7:00pm Staff Christmas Party at
Brass Lantern, Dunn

15

Fellowship Hall Reserved for set up for
Christmas Cantata

\

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
2nd Sunday in Advent—Peace

Sophie McLean

Spencer Thomas

Sunday

16 Monday

9:45am…Sunday School.
11:00am…Morning Worship - Joy
7:00pm...Adult Choir Christmas Cantata
Reception in the Fellowship Hall

17

Tuesday

18 Wednesday

19 Thursday

20 Friday

5:30pm...Church -wide Christmas Caroling
6:30pm...Church wide Ham, Egg and
Pancake Dinner by the Brotherhood

Order LifeWay SS Materials

21

Saturday

22

Church Office Closed

Newsletter Articles Due

3rd Sunday in Advent—Joy
Kim Price
Lewis Hayes

Alex Adams

CBF Global Missions

Sunday

23 Monday

No Sunday School
11:00am…Morning Worship — Love
Special Called Church Conf—Vote on
2019 Budget

24 Tuesday
Church Office Closed

Church Office Closed

26

Thursday

27

Friday

28

Church Office Closed

Christmas Day

Kaylea Brown

Sunday____________________ 30 Monday___________________________31
9:45am…Sunday School.

11:00am…Morning Worship - Year in Review

25 Wednesday
No Wednesday Activities

9:00pm...Christmas Eve Worship

4th Sunday in Advent—Love

Will Blalock
Glen Johnson

Kathy Mitchell

Brandon Lee Stephenson

Michael Dean Roseman

Jodi Matthews
Glenn Finch

Baily Heston

Luanne Stephenson

Saturday

29 .

