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About the Methodist Church

The Methodist Church is one of the largest Christian
churches serving
Great Britain, with nearly 209,000 members and regular
contact with 800,000 people.
It has 4,812 churches in Great Britain, and also maintains
links with other Methodist churches with a worldwide total
membership of over 80 million.
Its activities, both alone and with ecumenical and secular
partners, are based on four aims known as Our Calling:
To increase awareness of God’s presence and to
celebrate God’s love
To help people to grow and learn as Christians
through mutual support and care
To be a good neighbour to people in need and to
challenge injustice
To make more followers of Jesus Christ
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Six short prayers for the Lenten period
Lord, as we enter Lent help us to draw near to you in praise,
stripping away all that distracts us from worship. Amen
As Jesus resisted temptation by the devil in the wilderness, help us
reflect on his faithfulness to God, his rejection of worldly values
and hold these thoughts in our hearts throughout Lent and beyond.
Amen
Jesus, you prayed and fasted. As your disciple teach me about
spiritual discipline in my relationship with you. Amen
Lord may Lent be a time of inward searching that makes me more
able to look with compassion at the needs of the world. Amen
Thank you Lord for desert experiences, when being confronted
with myself makes me realise my need of you. Amen
Lord, you've guided us through the difficult days of Lent,
encouraging us along the way. We pray as we move towards the
darkest day, that you'll not forsake us but remind us of our
Saviour's ultimate gift and promise of new, abundant, eternal life
for all who believe and trust in him, your precious son, Jesus.
Amen
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Contemplative Worship
Upminster Methodist Church
Are you seeking to explore your spirituality and an alternative way
to worship?
At Upminster Methodist church Revd. Jason Vinyard will be
leading Christian Contemplative Worship on the third Sunday
evening of each month from 6.30pm

This is a forty five minute Contemplative Service, with tea, coffee
or hot chocolate served afterwards, for those wanting to stay and
reflect

If you are interested and would like to find out more please have a
look at the website www.upminstermethodistchurch.org or
contact Revd. Jason Vinyard by phone 01708 223568 or by email
revjcvinyard@gmail.com
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So there I was, sitting on the bench outside the back door.
Then I heard a sound. A sound that said summer is almost here –
even though it’s only 16th February! The sound? A gnat! It flew
round my ear – you know; the way they do. I waved my hand –
you know; the way we do. Two hours later I am still scratching my
head, my shoulder, my back, my left leg, my right leg. Wondering if
it’s got in my clothes – you know, the way it always happens! So,
what did I do? I shared the joy of course. I went to see Jasmine
and a couple of her friends who were having a good girlie night in.
As soon as I shared my news they all began scratching! Are you
itching yet?
Ash Wednesday is on 6th March this year. I remember the first
time I took part in leading an Ash Wednesday service, while
training for Ordination in Cambridge. We used the Liturgy from the
Methodist Worship Book (MWB). The service began at 7 am! The
night before, I had memorised the line I needed to say while
Ashing: ‘Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.
Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ’. (MWB page 146).
There were around 250 clergy in training at the service – about 15
Methodists, a smattering of United Reformed and 231 Anglicans. I
got to the very last person – a young, fervent and outspoken
Charismatic Evangelical Anglican from Ridley Hall whom I had
once wound up in a lecture on bereavement. He had said
something about souls in purgatory, to which I responded,
‘hamsters go to heaven too you know’.
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I didn’t want to say any such thing at 7 in the morning. I’d been
Ashing for about 15 minutes and when I saw him coming
forward I desperately wanted to Ash him well; to put a whacking
great Cross of Ash on his forehead to make it meaningful for
him and to aid his Lenten journey.
So, what happened? I said something which I’ve never
forgotten and always chuckle about, ‘‘Remember that you are
dust and to dust you shall return. Turn away from Christ and be
faithful to sin”.
Whoops, notice my error?! I am literally laughing out loud as I
write this!
The poor guy. He looked at me in dismay, his shoulders
dropped. All I could muster was a super large smile with a nod
of my head and the words “have a good Lent!”
Depending on how many of us attend the Ash Wednesday
Circuit Service, I could well be helping with the ‘Ashing’. Why
not come along and find out if I get my words muddled? Who
knows, I may Ash you and say something like ‘‘Remember that
you are dust and to dust you shall return. Have some real fun in
Lent, say what you really want to say and say it all with love,
live as the beautiful human being God created you to be and
surely, if you do this, you will be faithful to Christ in all you do.
And may the gnats fly right on past you”.
I’m still itching. I am sure I just felt that gnat on my knee, no
wait… now on my upper leg… and now… argh!
cont’d…
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….cont’d

We’ve all got a message to tell. A story to recall. An itch to
scratch! One of my itches that needs scratching is the plight
of our environment.
The Joint Public Issues Team is hosting ‘Living Lent’ this
year. This provides an opportunity to respond to the urgent
call for climate action by making a significant personal
commitment to changing our lifestyle to benefit the climate.
They invite us to commit, during Lent, to modify our daily
habits, by, for example, giving up meat, or animal products
altogether; committing to living locally; giving up single use
plastics; going electricity free for an hour every day; buying
nothing new; using alternative forms of transport.
Interested? You can find more detail on the ‘Living Lent’
website (www.livinglent.org).
This Lent, may our messages be filled with hopeful living
and our stories recall our true humanity. Those itches? Well,
metaphorically speaking, that thing you’ve got to scratch,
that thing you’ve got to sort, that thing you’ve got to do or
need to say – scratch it!

Love and Peace,
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FAMILY NEWS
It is with sadness to announce the Mr Arthur Flanders – many
who would have known him as one of our Methodist Local
Preachers, died in February.
A short service of Committal will be held at Forest Park
Crematorium, Forest Road, Hainault on Monday 4th March at
1.30pm (Private – Family members only).
There will be a Service of Celebration for the life and work of
Mr Arthur Flanders and will take place on Monday 4th March at
2.15pm at Circuit Mission Outreach Centre (formerly known as
Collier Row Methodist) 91 Clockhouse Lane, Collier Row,
Romford RM5 3QP
You are warmly invited to attend the celebration service
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BOB AVIS’S CHINESE WIRE PUZZLE – LOST
Can anyone remember borrowing BOB’S CHINESE WIRE PUZZLE?
It is made from gold coloured brazing rod, approximately 1/8” in
diameter. He took it to Wednesday Gateway and lent it to someone
(who enjoys taxing their brains in this way), but unfortunately Bob
cannot remember who borrowed it!
Thank you in anticipation that this might jog someone’s memory!
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Upminster Methodist Church
Christmas Tree Festival 2018
In the first week of December, the Christmas tree festival was
held in the church. Thirty-three trees were beautifully decorated
on the theme of, ”What's on the Box?”- our favourite television
programmes. There was an amazing response with such a
variety of subjects: "Alpha Blocks" tree, from Springfield
Playgroup, the Churches Together group had chosen "Television
Vicars" and the 3rd Upminster Cubs tree was "Match of the
day."
This year we were very pleased to have the support from some
new decorators from the local area: Doctor Domestic, the 6th
Upminster Brownies, PHAB Youth Club, the Essex After School
club, Lottie and Ollie' Nursery, and The Oaks Residential Care
Home all prepared to join in - as well as trees decorated by our
own church organisations and families.
I think everyone who visited would agree how hard it was to
choose a favourite tree, as they all were so beautiful and
unique. Engayne Primary School came first with 96 votes with
'Dancing on Ice, " and were the winner of the Festival Cup,
voted for by visitors to the festival.
The runners up were the Upminster Childminders with 81 votes,
and 1st Upminster Brownies with 73 votes .
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Our thanks go to the local Primary schools choirs who came
to sing during the week and all the many visitors who came,
making it so successful. And of course we thank the stewards,
the sponsors of the trees, and all the decorators for their
imaginative ideas.
We were able to send a cheque for £3750 to First Step,
combining the profits from the tree festival donations together
with the money raised at the sell - out concert performed by
the United Singers and The Upminster Golf Club Ladies choir,
and the Christmas market held on the Saturday.
The list of people to thank is very long, but all your efforts are
much appreciated and it would be impossible to carry on
doing the festival without your support.
So what ever you did - THANK YOU!
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First Step
It is amazing to learn that Upminster Methodist Church has
raised the amazing total of £3750 during the recent Christmas
Tree Festival, Mini-Market and Concert and that this is being
donated to First Step, a well-respected Havering Charity,
marking 30 years of care and encouragement to some very
vulnerable families.
Many readers will be unaware of the history of First Step, so it
seems an appropriate time to give a ‘potted’ history, especially
during these very challenging financial times that most Charities
are currently experiencing.
First Step began in October 1988, at our own church, here in
Upminster as a result of 6 families of very young children with
varying special needs or disabilities. These families wanted to
be able to meet together for mutual support and understanding
and it was agreed that the Minor Hall would be able to facilitate
this group with a small group of volunteers to engage with the
children and talk with parents - it became the ‘First Step’ to
acceptance and looking to the future for the families.
From this very small group it quickly became obvious that there
was an unmet need and the group grew at a rapid speed,
moving premises twice more before finding its present-day
Centre at Tangmere Crescent in South Hornchurch, after a
£1.2million fund-raising campaign to refurbish a disused school
building. From this new base various sessions were available to
enhance the early years opportunities for these very young preschool children and their families. All services were those that
had been suggested and asked for by families accessing First
Step.

12

cont’d….
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These have included Family sessions (like Tots & Co); Play
Sessions; Music Therapy; Multi-sensory Learning; PACC
Sessions (Promoting Attention, Communication & Cooperation)
for children with social communication delays; Counselling for
parents; Sib Club (for brothers and sisters of children with
additional needs); Access to other supportive professional
services such as Educational Psychologists; Social Workers;
Health professionals; Therapeutic services etc.
To quote a mother of a 3 year old with a rare genetic condition;
“First Step can be a shoulder to cry on”. Her son began having
seizures two days after his birth and he was in and out of
hospital for the first two years after his birth. “We used to go to
a Family session at First Step and I was able to take his brother
along to play with him which was really nice. It was also good to
meet other families and children in a similar situation as us.
There is no other place in the Borough like them and they’re
always really helpful if we need advice. I don’t know what we
would have done without First Step.”
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Another mother speaks of the time her son became 2 “he
became tube free (he had an airway deficiency). I often felt
judged and uncomfortable [if we were out shopping]. It was at
this point where I began to feel really lonely and quite low. I was
quite nervous on our first day at First Step and didn’t know what
to expect, but from the moment we walked into reception, we
were made to feel so welcome. It was lovely to meet other
families who also had children with additional needs, going
through similar things and being able to share our experiences.
It was here where I finally felt like I belonged somewhere and I
was no longer being judged on my parenting or on the decisions
I was making for my son. The love and support from not only
other families, but also from the staff at First Step has been
amazing and I have made some lifelong friends. Also my son
wasn’t stared at for being ‘different’.. here he’s just a little boy,
accepted for who he is. First Step saved me. I will never be
judged here and it has made such a difference to us all, as a
family.
Because of First Step, I have become the best mum I possibly
can be to my children.”
Countless parents continue to report the huge difference that
being supported by First Step has made to their families.
The help and support that families and children receive is only
possible because of the generosity of their supporters, like you,
because First Step no longer receive any grant funding from the
Local Authority and so virtually all of the income is generated
from donations and fundraising.

cont’d…
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…cont’d

First Step extends sincere thanks to everyone for working
so hard to raise such an outstanding amount of money
during the Christmas Tree Festival! Your amazing
generosity is greatly appreciated!
If you would like to visit or for further information about First
Step, or how you can help them, please speak to Gill Hare
or Gill Webb, or visit the website:
firststep.org.uk or telephone Michelle at 01708 556355.
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BRENTWOOD HALF MARATHON
On Sunday 17th March Peter Hobbs will be running the
Brentwood Half Marathon again.
This year he will be running to raise funds for Methodist
Homes for the Aged. Sponsorship forms are at the back of the
Church and he would appreciate your support.
Thank you.
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UMC PHAB YOUTH CLUB
This programme of event shows what the Youth Club at UMC
is up to and encourage any youngsters, whatever their
physical abilities, to come along.
At the moment we have about 14 youngsters on most
Tuesday nights who have some form of ability need and we
would welcome some additional volunteer helpers.
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
FRIDAY 1ST MARCH 2.00PM - 3.00 PM.
To be held at CRANHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Please note there is a name change. After a lengthy consultation
it has been decided that England, Wales and Northern Ireland
will now follow the movement in the rest of the world and be
known as "WORLD DAY OF PRAYER" - A WOMEN LED,
GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT.
The service this year is "Come everything is ready!" prepared
by the women of Slovenia. It will be led by Clare the Minister
from Cranham Baptist Church. Joined by some of the other
ministers from Churches Together in Upminster, Cranham and
North Ockendon.
This combination comes together to make a very interesting
service. These ladies enhance the music forming their own small
choir.
There will be refreshments to follow and we look forward to an
interesting afternoon.
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PANCAKES & COFFEE
Saturday 2nd March 10.00am – 12.00 noon
The Ladies of the Mission Committee and their helpers invite
you to join us for Pancakes and Coffee in the Wesley Hall on
Saturday 2nd March from 10.00am - 12.00 noon.
As usual we shall be catering for our Gluten Free friends.
There will be a choice of toppings for the pancakes and with a
coffee or tea and the cost will be £1.00.
There will also be a Home Made cake stall and some books
and Bric a Brac.
This always proves to be a very popular occasion and we look
forward to seeing you there.
Please join us and help support Methodist Missions.
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COME FLY 7
The next COMEFLY circuit event is on Saturday, 2nd March 2019
at the Circuit Mission Outreach Centre in Collier Row.
COMEFLY 7 aims to build upon previous events and is an informal
get together for all people from across the Circuit to meet over
coffee, worship, workshops and lunch to build each other up,
share hopes and dreams, discuss, plan and look at mission and
ministry across all age ranges.
We should like each church to send a minimum of five people if at
all possible, but all who wish to come will be welcome at this
circuit event. We hope it will enable them to return to their church
equipped with ideas and enthusiasm to implement ideas with
regards to mission.

The proposed time table for the morning is:
•
9.30am to 9.45am
Coffee and Registration
•
9.45am to 10.45am Worship and Bible Study
• 11.00am to 12.00pm Workshops
•
12.15pm to 1.00pm
Feedback and closing worship
•
1.00pm
Bring & Share Lunch with an
International flavour.
Workshops will comprise:
1.
2.

Sharing Jesus
Magic with a Message

3. Art in Worship

led by Andy Frost
led by Eddie Cook and
Steve Randell
led by Debby Freeman
cont’d….
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…cont’d
Andy Frost has been the Director of Share Jesus
International since 2008 leading many events, notably
London's Pentecost Festival. Eddie and Steve are from
Moulsham Lodge MC and are amateur magicians who use
their skills in church services.
The workshop by Debby is back by popular request
following comments on the feedback forms.
Please note that workshop 2 can only accommodate 12
people and workshop 3 only 10 so these will be filled on a
first come, first served basis.
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CHURCH ANNIVERSARY, AGM AND GIFT DAY
Sunday 10th March
This year the Stewards have proposed holding all of these events
on the same date. A short All Age Worship will be followed by
coffee & pastries and then the AGM. At the same time, there will
be the opportunity to for you to make your Gift Day donations for
the work of this church.
In the meantime, we would ask you to seriously consider whether
you are able to take on a role to help with the life of the church.
Some roles are small yet still important, some are bigger; many
operate on a rota basis. Amongst others, these include roles as a
steward, with property and with finance.
Yvette is in the process of building a team to operate the church
AV system and would welcome more people to train and join the
rota. If you would like to know more, please ask one of the
current stewards, or ask a door steward who will be able to direct
you to someone who can help. Please don't wait for someone to
ask you!
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JOHN WESLEY’S FIRST LONDON HEADQUARTERS
THE FOUNDERY
Following John Wesley’s evangelical conversion in May 1738, he was
compelled by his conviction, that God had chosen him for a special
purpose, into using every opportunity that came for, ”declaring the glad
tidings of salvation to all who were willing to hear”. At first he sought to do
this from church pulpits but when he was not permitted to do so in Church
of England or dissenter premises, he was forced, against his inclinations to
impart the Good News by “field preaching”, that is by speaking at open air
meetings.
To his initial surprise, he found that by standing and announcing his
message at any convenient place he could attract mass audiences of the
men and women who gathered to gape in amazement; the many who would
never venture inside a church. Then, so that he could get to meet, and
impart the Gospel of Christ, to as many people as he could, John continued
to “field preach” for the rest of his life in the cities, towns, villages and
hamlets, as well as the actual fields, wherever he stopped on his peripatetic
journeys around Britain as he sought to revive the Church of England.
If he were alive today, and in London, John would, almost certainly, like that
famous Methodist preacher of recent times, Donald Soper, go to Hyde Park
corner to fulfill his calling. But in 1739, when he started field preaching in
the metropolis, he went to, among other London venues, the Moorfields.
These were the large open areas of ground laid out as parkland with trees,
lawns and paths that then existed outside the Moor Gate entrance to the
City of London.
By the late autumn of 1739, Wesley’s regular preaching in Moorfields was
starting to bring together men and women who were sufficiently attracted by
and interested in what they were hearing to desire to learn more. In their
anxiety to discuss the implications of the message that had been implanted
in their hearts they wanted the opportunity to be able to meet regularly with
Wesley and others in order to work out their own salvation. For this purpose
they urged Wesley to form a religious society and for this they needed a
place where they might assemble.
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Fortuitously, it so happened, that close by there was a potential venue
which might be capable of being adapted to meet John’s needs. This was in
the unlikely form of a ruined factory that then stood a short distance north
from Moorfields on the east side of the lane called Windmill Hill, (now
Tabernacle Street).
The ruins being all that remained of the Royal Brass Foundry, a government
ordnance factory for the manufacture of cannons; the heavy artillery
weapons of the day. Although abandoned and derelict since 1716 when it
had been badly damaged by a major fatal industrial accident, enough of the
walls and roof of the old factory must have remained in a sufficiently stable
form for John Wesley to risk using it as a place where he could get people
together.
The first time he did so, being on November 11th 1739, and then again on
several other occasions, after which, he was pressed to acquire the ruins.
This Wesley was persuaded to do, although it must have required quite a
leap of faith for someone with no regular income other than the stipend of
£28 per annum of his Lincoln College Fellowship. Moreover, John had
already, during the summer of 1739, assumed responsibility for, the erection
of a school for collier’s children at Kingswood and also for the lease of a
piece of land on which to build the meeting house at Bristol which eventually
became the “New Room”.
Despite these existing commitments, John, without hesitation, undertook
this new project, knowing that it was going to cost, what for his day was a
great deal of money. To start with, the purchase of the lease of the site
necessitated that £115 be immediately found, while the estimate for
restoring the shell of the ruins into a weatherproof structure suitable for
Wesley’s needs, suggested an outlay of at least another £700.
Fortunately, two of John’s friends lent him the price of the lease, while the
money, for the repayment of this loan, together with the cost of the
rebuilding work, was eventually subscribed by the members of the
Methodist Society who called the place their spiritual home.
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In time, the former weapons factory was converted from the manufacture
of instruments of death and destruction into a place which was suitable
for the Gospel of Peace to be proclaimed and its implication put into
practice. There, on the east side of the narrow lane that eventually
became Tabernacle Street, on a site of just over a thousand square
metres, the ruins that Mr. Wesley secured on lease were eventually
transformed, in stages, into the ramshackle collection of buildings that
the people who met there, called the “Foundery”.
Initially, part of the ruins was transformed into a preaching house where
the Society members came to worship God, to sing the Hymns of
Charles Wesley and to hear the preaching of the Wesley Brothers as
well as George Whitefield and other such ordained clergymen as
supported the Methodist cause. But, in time, sermons given by laymen
were also to be heard, for it was at the Foundery that Thomas Maxwell
became one of the first of the many lay preachers that supported and
propagated the work of Wesley and on whom the Methodist Church still
continues to depend and to owe so much.
Eventually, other parts of the site became converted into the structures
which housed, the “class” and “band” meetings that met regularly every
evening for prayer and Bible discussions, while also having room for a
small school, for the boys and girls of the neighbourhood, as well as a
bookroom for the distribution and sale of John Wesley’s publications. An
upper floor was constructed with apartments which were used by John
as his study and bedroom. Here, he planned his itineraries for the many
journeys he took, read his correspondence, wrote his letters and
publications, and, not least, prayed for the help and guidance he needed
for his mission.
A separate three story annex, at the south end of the property, housed
domestic staff, provided living quarters for John’s assistants and acted
as an alms house for the aged widows and orphan children who shared
their meals with the preachers as well as John when he was in town. A
shed in a small back yard was used as a stable and then eventually
sheltered John’s open carriage.
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Thus, in time, was eventually built-up the complex of structures with the
probably somewhat idealized outward appearance that can be seen in the
water colour painting on display in the Museum of Methodism at Wesley’s
Chapel.
Such was the “Foundery”, John Wesley’s first London Headquarters,
which was so much more than just a preaching house.
Founded upon the experience and work of the first little religious society
that the Wesley Brothers set up, at Oxford University, John sought to
guide the members of the Foundery Society to return to the basic
practices of the “primitive” religion of the first Christians. Because of this,
the Foundery became a community centre with an amazing variety of
activities as well as a site for much social service and philanthropy. The
work, in time therefore came to include the running of a free school,
providing sheltered accommodation for orphans and elderly widows as
well as operating a soup kitchen, a second hand clothing store and a food
bank, where in times of hardship food and garments could be distributed
to the destitute. In such times too, it sought to arrange work for the
unemployed. Further, from July 1746, it offered an early form of credit
union, using a stock of money, begged by Mr. Wesley from rich friends.
For a period, also, in pursuit of John’s holistic approach, the Foundery
housed the first free dispensary, (medical clinic), in London. Unfortunately,
despite doing much good work in this way, and helping many people, the
facilities of the dispensary had to be terminated after only a short time, as
they became too costly to maintain as its funding was at the expense of
the poor who were helping the very poor.
Of course, while all these activities were mainly initiated and overseen by
John Wesley, assisted by his brother Charles, and even for a time, by
John’s wife Molly, the absence of the brothers from London, for long
periods, on prolonged preaching tours of Britain, meant that most of the
work had to be performed by others. That is, the men and women of the
Foundery Society, who had been spiritually awoken and who had learnt
that while they might be lowly and despised, counting for little in the eyes
of the civil society of their day, they were wanted, valued and loved by
God.
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Inspired by this realization, and believing that faith had to be accompanied
by works, they gave their time and money, to the practice of the essence of
their Christian Faith. Impelled do so by what they had learnt of the
implications of the Gospel of Christ, as revealed to them by what they had
been taught and from their reading of the Bible.
As Preachers, Stewards, Class and Band Leaders, as school teachers,
prison visitors and as ordinary worshiping members of the classes and
bands of the Foundery Society, they undertook the running of its charitable
outreach and the many day to day tasks needed to keep it functioning. Then
in the course of their everyday activities, and solicitous for the spiritual
welfare of others, they sought to impart to their families, friends, neighbours
and all they encountered, the good news that they had learnt and showed
they practised in the way they lived. These were the people, from mostly the
artisans and lower ranks of civil society, who were the Methodists gathered
at John Wesley’s first London headquarters, the men and women that
enabled it to continue to operate for forty years through earthquake, and
freezing winters, when it took the lead in outreach to the poor and the
distressed.
In view of all the work that went on there, the wear and tear of the almost
continual comings and goings, as well as the fact that the complex had
started as a patched up ruin, it is not surprising that the maintenance of the
Foundery buildings needed constant attention. Such essential work
continued to be lovingly undertaken, but eventually it became obvious by
1776 that a strategy of “make do and mend” was not enough and that after
almost forty years the structure had come to the end of its useful life. A move
therefore had to be made to a new, purpose built, home for the Society. Thus
it came about that two years later, on 1st November 1778 the work was
transferred to the nearby, newly built Wesley’s Chapel, and the “tottering
fabric with the mouldering walls” that the Foundery had become, finished its’
work and bequeathed its inspiration. Finally anything that remained of the
complex was demolished and the site redeveloped as has happened many
times since.
cont’d…
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Thus all traces of the Foundery buildings have long since disappeared
and today the only tangible evidence of their past existence is the plaque
attached to the Tabernacle Street, rear wall, of the Epworth Building,
which now occupies the site of Epworth House, the onetime home of the
Methodist Book Room.
Unfortunate, though the accident was, in terms of the death and
destruction that ended the work of the ordnance factory the
consequences were far greater and more significant, for the important
consequence was the opening of the Foundery.
This, ultimately led to the foundation of Worldwide Methodism which, is
today, the real heir of the Society that grew up in Windmill Hill, inasmuch
as everything that the modern Methodist Church aspires to, as part of the
Universal Church of Christ, can be traced in embryo to the Spirit inspired
work of the men and women, that John Wesley gathered at his first
London headquarters, and to the ethos which they bequeathed.
Keith Dutton
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Children and Family Worker Role
In September 2009 we were fortunate enough to employ Sarah
Harris as our Children and Family Worker. With generous
pledges and donations from members of our Church
congregation and successfully applying for and receiving grants
from the London District Fund, the Circuit and other sources this
has enabled Sarah to continue in her work at the Church. There
has however been a reduction in the donations and grants and
this will have an impact on this role going forward.
Donators received their annual letter before Christmas advising
them of the implications of the reduction of donations on the role
of Children and Family Worker.
Should we no longer be in a position to finance the role of
Children and Family Worker, then there is a possibility that
Upminster Methodist Church will not be able to employ a
Children and Family Worker. If this transpires, it is anticipated
that the role would come to an end between April and August
2020, although this depends on a number of financial matters.
We will of course continue to review the position and keep
everyone involved updated.
In the meantime, it is hoped that everyone will continue to
support Sarah in her work and in the events and activities she
will continue to lead and run whilst working with us.
If you have any further questions please speak to a member of
Sarah’s Management Team – Caroline, Peter H, Judith H or
Chris W.
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The Whitechapel Mission would like to thank everyone
who has either donated clothes or 5p coins to help
with their work.
So far this year we have collected £60, fantastic, keep
up the good work!
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The Wesley Players present
The 39 Steps
By John Buchan
Based on the classic novel by John Buchan and the 1935 Alfred
Hitchcock thriller, the Wesley Players present “The 39 Steps”.
The plot finds our hero, Richard Hannay embroiled in espionage
and a false accusation of murder. In a desperate attempt to prove
his innocence, our hero escapes and finds himself on the run from
dastardly murderers, double-crossing secret agents and a
succession of hair raising escapades. The action includes an on
stage plane crash, a death defying escape from the The Flying
Scotsman over the Forth Bridge, handcuffs, missing fingers and
some good old fashioned romance!
With only 4 actors playing multiple roles this is a fast paced and
action packed adaption of one of the most famous spy novels ever
written.
Prices: £7 for Adults, £5.50 for Concessions and £3.50 for Children
(under 16). As usual, Senior Citizens are admitted free to the
Thursday & Friday evening shows.
Tickets will be available on the door or may be booked in advance
via the Box Office (text only) 07708 214742 or email
tickets@wesley-players.co.uk.
Performances: are at 8.00pm on Thursday 16th, Friday 17th and
Saturday 18th May 2019.
Location: Wesley Hall, Upminster Methodist Church, Hall Lane
(next to 10 Hall Lane Dental Practice), Upminster,
Essex. RM14 1AE.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE AT HAROLD WOOD
METHODIST CHURCH
On Wednesday 6th March there will be a Ash Wednesday
service at Harold Wood Methodist Church starting at 7.45pm
led by Revd. Joseph Riberio. All are welcome to attend.

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY, AGM AND GIFT DAY
Sunday 10th March: Church Anniversary (AAW), followed
by AGM and Gift Day.
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Newsletter – The next newsletter will be the April issue. Please
forward material to Allyson Hill by the 15th March.
The newsletter email address is
upminster.newsletter@gmail.com
If you would like to receive the monthly Newsletter by email please
place your request via the email address above.

The views expressed in articles in this magazine are those of the
authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the editor,
minister or officers of the church.
Weekly Notices - Items for the weekly Notices sheet should be
sent to upmethodistchurch@btinternet.com or pass to Allyson Hill
If you would like the weekly Notice sheet emailed please
email Allyson Hill

METHODIST BLOG
If you wish to read the President and Vice President’s blog
on a regular basis, please go to the Methodist Church
website at www.methodist.org.uk and there you will be able
to follow the links on a regular basis.
You may find other articles of interest too on a weekly/
monthly basis.
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Our Church Flowers

Very many thanks, as always, to both providers and arrangers
for March
Provider
March 3rd

Joyce Sarling

Arranged by
Judith Hall

10th (Church Anniversary)
Rosemary Connaughton

Sheila Toon

17th

Eileen Larrington

June Dutton

24th

Jenny Smy

31st

Chris Hughes

Jenny Smy
Chris Hughes

The flower list is on the noticeboard at the back of the church if
you would like to donate flowers. There are a number of
Sundays still free. Thank you.
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Upminster Methodist Church Weekly Activities
If you have a date or activity you wish to add, please let the editor
know at upminster.newsletter@gmail.com

Holy Communion
Wednesday 10.00am – 11.00am

Gateway Tea, coffee and chat
Monday and Wednesday 10.00am – 12 noon

Choir and Band Practice
Fridays and Saturdays as announced
7.30pm
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Adult Badminton
Thursdays 8pm – 9.30pm
All abilities welcome

Wesley Players
Mondays 8.00pm

Patchwork Group
Mondays 1pm

37

Tots and Co
Tuesdays in term time
9.30am – 11.30am

Uniformed Groups
Mondays

5.00pm
6.15pm
7.15pm

Rainbows
Brownies
Guides and Rangers

Wednesdays

6.30pm

Cub Scouts

Thursdays

6.00pm

Beaver Scouts

Fridays

7.30pm

Scouts
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
MARCH 2019
3rd
10.00am
6.30pm

Mr Freddie Sayer
Revd. Jason Vinyard – Holy Communion

10th
10.00am

Revd. Jason Vinyard – All Age Worship
and Parade, Church Anniversary

17th
10.00am
6.30pm

Revd. Jason Vinyard – Holy Communion
and Baptism
Revd. Jason Vinyard – Lection Divina

24th
10.00am

Revd. Joseph Ribeiro

31st
10.00am

Mr Derry Nash – Mothering Sunday
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