: This holiday season, we asked a
handful of locals to tell us why they give.
] In each case, we've found their philos-
ophy toward philanthropy to be both
simple and yet profound. We hope you

come away inspired to make a difference
now — and as a continuing practice for
years to come.

Paying it forward
Mike and Linda Dorn have funded a

redesign of the entrance and parking lot

Q including landscape and hardscape to
KE 7 Sharp Coronado Hospital and the new
H @ drop off at the Payne Family Outpatient
Pavilion on Soledad Road. The Dorns

have also provided annual funding for 55
: parking spaces at the Marriott Coronado
By Kris Grant Island Resort for hospital employees as
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Mike and Linda Dorn (center with gold shovels) are joined by (from left) Coronado Councilmember Carrie
Downey, Sharp Coronado CEO Susan Stone and Mayor Casey Tanaka at the groundbreaking of Sharp
Coronado Hospital's entrance redesign, which was funded by the Dorns.
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well as valet parking for hospital patients
and visitors. Among many other causes,
they’ve been major donors to Rotary Club
of Coronado’s End Polio Now annual
wine tasting and auction. Mike Dorn was
afflicted with polio as a young man and
while paralyzed and in the hospital, prom-
ised God he would spend the rest of his life
working to help others if he could live and
perhaps walk again.

God was listening. Mike kept his
promise, and Linda and the Dorn chil-
dren have joined him in the joy of giving
and being of service to others.

Linda added, “The motivation for
me came from seeing the movie Pay It
Forward. 1t's a phenomenal movie that
changed me in a lot of ways.”

The Dorns, who were living in
Monterey when the movie came out,
began funding four-year scholarships
at California State University Monterey
Bay. “Part of the requirement for a stu-
dent who received a scholarship was
that they, too, needed to pay it forward,”
Linda explained. “Perhaps helping
younger students through the Boys &
Girls Club or through First Tee, a pro-
gram that works with kids from ages 5
through 18, teaching them not only golf,
but manners, social skills and life skills.”

After the Dorns had funded about 10
four-year scholarships, they were joined
by others. Now the Pay It Forward schol-
arships are numbering in the hundreds,
many of them going to lower-income
students in the Salinas area.

“We like to see the results of what our
money can do,” said Mike. “Seeing the
results is gratifying.”

Likewise, they've encouraged their
children to give of time and money. “We
told them we didn’t want any more gifts,”
said Linda. “We prefer they contribute to
a charity or a family or volunteer for a
cause and then just type up what they

Dr. Joe Mullins” philanthropy focuses on
Coronado schools.

did and give that to us as our Christmas
present. And those notes have been just
the best.”

The ultimate gift

“My wife, Condra, and I give for one
simple reason — the kids,” said Dr. Joe
Mullins. “This is our opportunity to
change the world — to instill the proper
values in our children and provide them
with the best education possible.”

Chief among the Mullins’ phil-
anthropic schedule is the Coronado
Schools Foundation, both as monetary
backers and as volunteers. Condra has
been the Schools Foundation auction
co-chair, and Mullins Orthodontics is
a business partner with the foundation.
Through his orthodontics practice, Joe
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