Discipleship Thought of the Month
Praying for the Lost.
The famous British pastor Charles Spurgeon said, “If sinners be dammed, at least let them leap to hell over our bodies. If
they perish, let them perish with our arms about their knees. Let no one go there unwarned and unprayed for.”

Ashe Baptist Association

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 AM—4:00 PM, Monday—Friday
Location: 204 Beaver Creek School Road West Jefferson, NC
Mailing Address: PO Box 850 Jefferson, NC 28640
Phone: 336-846-5631
Website: www.ashebaptist.org

`Do you pray for the lost?
“Our Prayer and God’s Mercy are like two buckets in a well; While one ascends, the other descends.” Arthur Hopkins
How often to do pray for the lost?
Luke 19:10

“

For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

Ashe Baptist Association
PO Box 850
Jefferson, NC 28640

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018
FEBRUARY
4
13
14
19
19

Ashe Really Cares Souper Bowl Sunday
Secretary/Women in Ministry Luncheon @ Midway Baptist 12 noon
Valentine’s Day
President’s Day
ABA / ARC offices closed

MARCH
3-11
11
20
22
30

Week of Prayer & Missions Offering for Annie Armstrong NAMB
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Spring begins
NC Baptist Financial Services Seminar @ Friendship Baptist 7:00pm
ABA / ARC Offices closed for Easter

APRIL
1
1
2
5

Easter
ABA Summer Camp Opens for the Season
ABA /ARC Offices closed for Easter
ABA Executive Committee meets at Round Knob Baptist 7:00 pm
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Bald Mountain
Beaver Creek
Big Flatts
Big Laurel
Blue Ridge
Bristol
Buffalo
Calvary
Cristo el Salvador
Faith Fellowship
Farmers Memorial
Fletcher Memorial
Friendly Grove
Friendship
God’s Will Missionary
Grassy Creek
Happy Trails Cowboy
Healing Springs
Laurel Knob
Liberty Grove
Little Helton
Midway
Mission Home
Mount Olive
New River
North Beaver
Oak Hill
Obids
Old Fields
Orion
Peak Valley
Phoenix
Pilot Mountain
Pine Swamp
Pleasant Home
Pleasant Valley
Riverview
Round Knob
Trinity
Tuckerdale
Wagoner
Warrensville
Welcome Home

Preacher David’s Corner
Rev. David Blackburn, Director of Missions

“What a Difference a Year Makes!”
It's a common experience to see a child you’ve not seen for months,
perhaps a distant relative or the child of a friend, and say, “ my, my how
you have grown!” As a Christian, will anybody be able to say of us one
year from now,” my, my how you’ve grown”? I challenge you to grow in
the year of 2018! Luke 2:40-52 shares with us the passage which deals with Jesus growing. There
I found four steps we can learn to help us grow. We should never stop growing no matter what
our age. We need to look forward, set goals and plan to see God’s next steps for us. Scientist tell
us the human body is designed to last 125 years! But at 62 or 65 we start slowing down. Why?
Abraham was 100 when Isaac was born and Sarah was 90. Moses was in his 80s when we led the
Children of Israel out of Egypt…. and the list goes on! Does that tell us anything? A preacher
friend of mine left a prominent church in Ashe Association and said “I want to, with the help of
the Lord, lead a struggling church to grow and become the Church God wants it to be.” This
pastor is in his mid 70’s and has helped the struggling Church to become healthier in only 6
months. Praise God for those who keep on keeping on! Jesus left us four things (four steps from
above) we need to do if we are going to grow. Number One: we need to grow mentally. Luke
2:40 tells us that Jesus waxed strong in spirit filled with wisdom! Never stop being a learner! We
too need to be filled with the knowledge of “God’s” will in all wisdom and spiritual
understanding as Colossians 1:9 teaches. Remember, Jesus quoted the Word as He answered
satan, when being tempted, “thus says the Word of God”. Maybe we could as well. It is
important for us to understand what we read in the Bible. Solomon urges us in Proverbs 2:2 to
apply our hearts to understanding. Number Two: we need to grow physically. Luke 2:42
teaches that. All of us need to be healthier! We are God’s Temple according to 1 Corinthians
3:16 and need to get proper rest! I believe Sunday was set aside for that very purpose but rest is
good anytime. Share with your wife you are going to get some rest. Let me know how that works
for you? We need proper exercise and a proper diet. Be temperate in all things. Grow to be mild,
calm and bring your body under subjection. Sounds to me like it is the “New Man not the Old
Man”. Number 3: we need to grow socially. Verse 46-47 of Luke 2 shares that with us. Are you
sociable? Or do you stick your head in the sand and let the world go by? We need to be kinder to
our friends. Forgiving and taking on the character of the new man as Ephesians 4:32 teaches. Do
away with the old man that verse 31 speaks about. Friendship is never to be taken lightly.
Abraham was called the friend of God. Jesus called his disciples friends. Any new friends last
year? Friendship is the bridge for bringing people to Christ! Number Four: We need to
grow spiritually. According to Verses 50-52 in Luke chapter 2 and in 2 Peter 3:18. We need to
pray more, spend more time in His word, and give of our time, talents and resources when
possible and resist temptation. 2 Peter 1:5-7 teaches us to have faith, and express it in character.
Character demands knowledge. We must know right from wrong. Notice that faith is in the heart,
character is in the life and knowledge is in the head. Growth is outward as well as inward. At the
end of the year 2018 will God be able to say to us, “ my, my how you’ve grown”? When I
was growing up my Mother would make a mark on the wall each year to see how much I had
grown that year. If your Heavenly Father did that would some of us be shorter instead of taller?
Or would we stand taller every year! Make your mark, let me know how it works for you! What
a difference a year makes, as an individual, as a couple, family or even as a church.

,Your Servant , David

~ February Birthdays ~

Ashe Really Cares
336-846-5234

ATTENTION

Email: ashereallycares@yahoo.com

Stop and take a minute to count your Blessings like the song
says "name your blessings one by one". Do we as Christians
realize how deeply Blessed we are. To know the one who gave
his life for us. The one that loves beyond measure. As our New
Year has quickly gotten under way, don't let us miss the
opportunity to share Christ with those around us. To help
someone else to know and feel God's precious love.

If the ARC can be of help to you or your church please give us a
call. Remember share Christ with those around you by words
and by actions. Ashe Really Cares
Pat Miller, Director
Ashe Really Cares
"Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy; for, behold, your reward is
great in heaven."

~ FebruaryWedding
Anniversaries~

A Special Seminar for you at

12—Rev. & Mrs. Wade
Huntsinger

Friendship Baptist Church

14—Rev. & Mrs. Keith Elledge

891 Friendship Baptist Church Rd,
Jefferson, NC

Thank you for your support and your prayers. We appreciate all
of the help that you give to the ARC. Without that support many
families would be struggling even more than they are now. Just
the support that we can give to families through what we do to
help means a world of difference sometimes.

We also want to thank you for the blankets, warm coats and
sweaters you are providing through our winter months. Many go
without heat and need warm items. We appreciate your kindness
and your giving hearts.

9—Mrs. Monica Allen

Baptist Association Pastors, Staff &
Leaders

"Thankfulness" What Does That Word Mean To You?

Last month we were able to serve 164 families with food,
clothing and other items which touched 423 individuals. We
also had 10 new families to come in needing assistance. Some
items that we are in need of are: peanut butter, 1lb bags of dry
pinto beans, can pinto beans, can pork n beans and cereal. As we
gear up for our "Souper Bowl" food drive beginning Sunday
February 4th. We encourage all churches to participate in this
drive. Last year you donated over 8,000 items, our hope is to
exceed that amount this year. Any can soup (or other items)
collected through this food drive helps to stock our shelves so
that we can serve more families. As your church collects soup a
good project for your youth is to count and mark through the bar
code with a permanent marker. As you bring the items in we
keep a account of the amount collected from each church. We
will run Souper Bowl collection through the month of February
and give a total at the end of the month with the amount
collected. Thank you so much for your help with our Souper
Bowl Project!!!

2—Mr. Larry Branch

Please remember our Churches
without pastors

NC Baptist Financial Seminar
Thursday, March 22, 2018—7:00
NC Baptist financial services is the church loan and
investment ministry of the of the NC Baptist
Foundation. In this seminar, you will discover how to…






Secure church loans for constructing church
building, capital important & renovations, land
purchases and refinancing of church mortgage.
Participate in a valuable investment instrument as
a Baptist individual or church to bring income to
you and/or your church.
Be involved in a ministry of “Baptists helping
Baptists” in North Carolina.
Presenters: Russel Jones & Allen Schuyler,
NC Baptist Financial Services

Sponsored by:


Ashe Baptist Association, West Jefferson,
(336) 846-5631



Three Forks Baptist Association, Boone,
(336) 264-4482

For more information, contact your associational office
or NC Baptist Financial service, 704-458-5854



Cristo el Salvador Hispanic Baptist


Bristol Baptist Church

SAVE THE DATE…………………..
April 28 or May 5, 2018
A one day missions blitz in North Carolina. Churches statewide
are challenged to designate either date as
a day to help
meet the needs in their community.

OPERATION INASMUCH

Weekend
Christian Unity Baptist
Weekend Revival with Rev. Neil Hatfield
at Christian Unity Baptist Church
March 2-4, 2018
Friday March 2 @ 7:00pm
Saturday March 3 @ 10:00am & 7:00pm
Sunday March 4 @ 10:00am & 11:00am
Information: 336-846-7907
Pastor Michael Carter welcomes you!

We would love to share your church events, new ministries or
other church happenings in the next newsletter.


The deadline for submitting articles is the 20th of each month.



We email all announcements we receive to the Ashe Post &
Times by 12:00 noon each Tuesday.



We announce on the radio (WKSK, 580AM) with the Ashe
Baptist Associational News every Saturday morning at 9:10.



We also post announcements on the Ashe Baptist website at
www.ashebaptist.org
You may call or fax us your church announcements to
846-5631 or email them to domdblackburn@gmail.com or
ashebaptist@yahoo.com

Old Fields Baptist Church Supports Our Deployed Troops
On Saturday, January 13, 2018, Old Fields Baptist Church hosted a packing event to support deployed troops.
During this packing event, 1,000 laundry packs, 50 boxes and 100 bags were completed. The 50 boxes were Valentine’s Day themed of sending love to our troops and will be sent to CPT Cody Spiker of the B-Company 4-3 AHB, 3rd
Combat Aviation Brigade, currently in Afghanistan. One of our members, Amanda Tomlinson Jones, served in the
same unit with CPT Spiker during their time in service with the NC Army National Guard. Each of these 50 boxes
contained a box of cookies, crackers, a bag of candy, chapstick, dental kit, wet wipes, deodorant, foot cream, bandaids, hothands, pens, peanuts, granola bars, mints, gum, comic strips, Carolina Country magazine, a comb and over 10
cards. “I received a package like these when I was in Iraq in 2004-2005. It really made my day to think of all the support we had from back home. Knowing that people like Amanda would take time out of their busy schedule to do that
for me was heartwarming” said Ashe County Veterans Service Officer, Darryl Vaugh. The 100 bags are going to the
Aviano Air Force Base in Italy. One of our members, Danielle Fairchild Scholl, is married to an Airman, TSGT Joshua
Scholl, currently stationed at this base with the 31st Fighter Wing. These 100 bags contained crackers, a bag of candy,
toothbrush, toothpaste, band-aids, notepad, pens, gum, mints, granola bars, popcorn, comic strips and several cards.
The 1,000 laundry packs contained 2 dryer sheets and 1 laundry pod each, just enough for 1 load of laundry. “While
we were putting together the packages for these troops, my mind went back to 1969-1971 when I was in the Army. I
thought of how nice it would have been and how it would have helped the morale of myself and my fellow comrades
to have received cards signed by lots of people and a box of ‘goodies’ just to let us know that someone back home was
thinking of us while we were serving our country and that we were not forgotten. We are very thankful to Amanda
Tomlinson Jones for overseeing this project and for the many volunteers who helped to make it successful.” – Pastor
Larry Powers, Old Fields Baptist Church.
Thank you to everyone who signed cards and to all the volunteers who came to pack these care packages. Extra
special thank you to Military Missions in Action in Fuquay-Varina, NC for shipping these care packages overseas to
our deployed troops. If you are interested in hosting a care package packing event, signing cards for our deployed
troops, etc., please contact the Ashe County Veteran’s Service Officer, Darryl Vaughn at darrylvaughn@Jones at
hhbfrg@yahoo.com.

Ashe Baptist Campground
Committee
will meet on
Tuesday, February 13 at 6:30 PM
in the Associational Office
Conference Room.
Those serving on the committee are:
Mrs. Pat Miller, Mr. Robert Greer, Ms.
Brenda Dollar, Rev. Wayne Jones, Rev.
Wade Huntsinger, Rev. Johnny Goodman, Mrs. Martha Brown, Mr. Bobby
Shearon, Mr. Sam Grogan, & Mrs. Amy
Walker.
All Committee Members and interested
persons are urged to attend.
The Camp opens April 1, 2018
for the season.

FaithHealth NC of Ashe
Diane Dixon, FaithHealth NC Connector for Ashe, sends
thanks to each of you that have volunteered through
FaithHealth NC in 2017. She looks forward to serving
Ashe and surrounding county residents in 2018.
FaithHealthNC of Ashe is here to help during difficult
illnesses. Especially with folks that are not connected
to a local church. This is an excellent opportunity to
help connect lost folks with the local church while
helping them to navigate the difficulties of their
illnesses. Diane is also available to present educational
events on topics such as: “How to Prepare Your
Personal Medical Records”. Diane would also like thank
those who have given monetary donations to help with
food, gas & lodging of FaithHealthNC participants.

Pastor Larry & wife Peggy packing bags of signed cards and volunteers packing 50 boxes.

If you know of someone that could benefit from the
services of FaithHealthNC give Diane a call at

336.846.5631
Volunteers packing 100 bags

Group pic of most the volunteers that packed 100 bags,
50 boxes, & 1,000 laundry packs

Hurricane Matthew Relief Update
From the NC Baptist on Mission Website: Hurricane Matthew struck the eastern half of NC with a tremendous
amount of damage on October 8, 2016 mostly related to record flooding. Several rivers crested higher than
previous major flood events like Hurricanes Fran and Floyd. In all, 28 people lost their lives due to this storm. Officials estimate over $1.5 billion in damage occurred in NC alone.
Matthew Statistics- October 8, 2016-September 15, 2017
1) Mud-outs, tear-out or chainsaw jobs completed-1,553
2) Number of meals provided total-477,000
3) Volunteers Days of service- 35,000
4) Approximately 500 home rebuilds are either underway, complete or on the waiting list to be re-built or repaired.
Others may be added as we work the list down.
5) We are doing rebuilds in Windsor, Goldsboro, Warsaw (finished), Pender County and Lumberton.
6) Volunteers are still needed here in NC to help people who were affected by Hurricane Matthew. Please go to the
"volunteer now" button on the right to sign up to help. Great lodging, meals and opportunities are provided.
Volunteers will be needed for many months to come and up to 2 years to help with rebuild.
If your church is looking for a volunteer mission opportunity, your help is still needed in Eastern NC to rebuild after
Hurricane Matthew. NC Baptist Men in conjunction with the Wilmington Baptist Association has committed to
rebuild 26 homes in Pender County. These homes were flooded by the Black River as a result of Hurricane
Matthew.
Families have been out of their homes for over a year, and they are still waiting on resources and volunteers
through NC Baptist Men. In Pender County, 18 of the 26 rebuilds have been completed. Would your church be
willing to help those eight families get back in their homes?
In November 2017, Laurel Knob Church sent a team to work on Ms. Martha Corbett’s home. Ms. Martha is an 82
year old widow, and this has been her home for most of those 82 years.
Our team consisted of Keith Dillard, Silas Dillard, Daniel Goodman, Jack Goodman, Michael Goodman, Jimmy
Prichard, and Jim Rash. While there we were able to shingle the roof and install new windows, but there is still a
great deal of work both on the inside and outside.
If you would like to see the work being accomplished
in the Name of Jesus by NC Baptist Men volunteers go
to Facebook and check out: black river rebuild hurricane matthew cape fear network of churches.
This is an opportunity for men, women and youth to
minister; don’t worry about age or skill, God can use
you!
If your church is ready to send a team contact Mike
Moser, Disaster Relief Team Leader with NC Baptist
Men and the WBA Baptists on Mission, (910)4732911 or mose2911@gmail.com.

50th Wedding Celebration
Pastor Larry and Peggy Powers celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniversary on December 16, 2017 at Old Fields
Baptist Church. More than 80 relatives and friends were
in attendance to share this awesome event with
them. Fellowship, food and fun were enjoyed by
all. Guests could choose a Christmas Bell made by Ann
Huffman as a token. Larry is Pastor of Old Fields Baptist
Church. He and Ms. Peggy are an excellent example of
serving together in ministry.

Pine Swamp Baptist Church
invites you to join them for a
Valentines Program on Saturday,
February 17th at 12 noon. They
will be making home-made
Valentine cards for the shut-ins.
Pastor Steve will share a special
Valentine story. Followed by a
taco luncheon. There will be fun
and activities for all ages. Pastor
Steve Viers and the congregation
welcome you to Pine Swamp
Baptist Church also on March 17
at 5:00 pm for Dinner and a
Movie.

Celebrate Recovery is a church ministry that is for
everyone who has a hurt, habit, or hang-up.
Which includes just about anyone. This is a
yearlong program that frees people and
encourages people to develop a relationship with
Jesus while walking with others going down the
same path and holding one another accountable.
Celebrate Recovery blends the eight Beatitudes
from the Sermon on the Mount with a 12-step
program of recovery. If you need this ministry or
know someone who would, meetings will start
March 9, 2018 at 6:30pm.
Christian Unity Baptist Church
will be hosting these meetings at:
326 East Main Street Jefferson, NC 28640.
For more information you can call 336-246-7907.

Peggy read the following poem by Ruth Bell Graham and said it
was very much like the prayer she prayed as a young girl prior
to God sending Larry to her.
Dear God, I prayed all unafraid ( as we’re inclined to do)
I do not need a handsome man, but let him be like You,
I do not need one big and strong, nor yet so very tall,

The Minutebooks
are ready!!!
AEV employees presented checks to representatives from the six organizations that received more than
$500 in a donation. From rear left are David Blackburn, Richard Blackburn, Rob Brooks, Geneva Brooks,
Amber Dixon and Dominick Gaetano. Front row: Randy Barr, Amy E. Magler-Wyatt, Sarah Terry, Pat
Miller, Patricia Calloway and Joye Graybeal.

Ashe Really Cares is grateful to be one of the organizations chosen to receive a check
from AEV. This gift helps us to make a difference in the lives of our neighbors that are
in need. Thank you AEV & Employees.
(Photo courtesy of ashepostandtimes.com)

If your church has not
picked theirs up yet,
please stop by the
Associational Office
anytime between
9-4:00 pm,
Monday—Friday.

Nor need he be some genius, or wealthy Lord at all,
But let his head be high, dear God, and let his eye be clear,
His shoulders straight, whatever his state, whatever his earthly
sphere.

Thank you Dr. Jim Rash, pastor of Laurel Knob
Baptist Church for submitting the article of
Hurricane Matthew Relief Update this month.
Also thank you to Laurel Knob Baptist Church and
team for your support of Disaster Relief.

And let his face have character, a ruggedness of soul,
And let his whole life show, dear God, a singleness of goal.
Then when he comes (and he will come) with quiet eyes aglow,
I’ll understand that he’s the man I prayed for long ago.

Ashe County Senior Center in partnership with Vaya Heath’s
Geriatric and Adult Mental Health Specialty Team invites you
join them for the following presentations:
February 19th:

Crisis Prevention and De-escalation

March 19th:

Substance Abuse and Opioid Crisis

Location:

Ashe County Senior Center
180 Chattyrob Lane, West Jefferson

Time:

2:00-3:00 PM

ASHE REALLY CARES SOUPER
BOWL SUNDAY FEBRUARY 4TH.
We hope your Church will
participate in Souper Bowl Sunday
for Ashe Really Cares by collecting
soup , crackers and various canned
foods to help us tackle hunger in
Ashe County!

Registration:
mandy.matney@vayahealth.com or
contact Glenda or Terri at the Senior Center at 336-246-4347

Uplands Reach Conference Center in
Millers Creek, NC
AR Shooting Range—Skeet Shooting—3D
Bow Shoot—Duck Dog Demo—and much
more.
To register: Call 336-667-7177 or go online to
uplandsreach.org

DO YOU...

Mr. & Mrs. Claus???

Big Flatts Baptist Church will be having a movie
night showing “War Room” on February 24th at
6:00 PM. Refreshments will be served.

worry about a loved one sitting at home during the day?

~ SPECIAL SINGINGS ~

worry whether they have eaten or taken their medicine?

The Combs Family will be singing at Big Flatts
Baptist Church on Sunday, March 4th at 11:00 AM.

need help providing personal care to a loved one?
need some time for yourself to do errands or rest??
currently pay someone to sit with a family member?
Allow your loved one to attend Generations Adult Day
center. We serve those 18 and over who:

Brother Charlie Griffin will singing on March 18th at
11:00 AM. Pastor Billy Norris and the congregation
invites everyone to attend.

need a supervised and stimulating environment

Thank Butch, Nancy & Lori

need health, medicine or diet monitoring
Director of Missions David Blackburn would
like to thank the following for their special
gifts to he and Linda. All the cards and gifts at
Christmas are appreciated very much.
Liberty Grove Baptist Church, Warrensville
Baptist Church, Bald Mountain Baptist
Church, Bristol Baptist Church Ladies Circle,
Fletcher Memorial Baptist Church, Healing
Springs Baptist Church, Welcome Home
Baptist Church, Orion Baptist Church,
Phoenix Baptist Church and Round Knob

need personal care

The Seasons of Life

need suitable exercise
want to spend time with friends
Our daily activities include... breakfast, hot lunch, and
activities with the kids in the adjoining child care center, special guests, crafts, gardening, movie,
games…..
Call 336 246-2655 to discuss the possibility of your
loved one being enrolled.

We caught of a
snapshot of some folks
from Friendly Grove
Baptist Church out in
the community serving
the Lord at Ashe
Assisted Living &
Memory Care during
the Christmas season.
Butch a deacon at
Friendly Grove and
wife Nancy and
daughter Lori for the past few years have been visiting
the Assisted Living facility and providing gifts for all the
residents along with a special meal, music and this
year a visit from Mrs. & Mrs. Claus.

Congratulations to Old Fields Baptist Church for
winning first place for their float in the Annual
West Jefferson Christmas Parade.

If we compress a lifetime into a year, we begin to more vividly
see how people change over the seasons. It also becomes clearer that, in order to accomplish the things out of life that we
want for ourselves, our loved ones and our Christian walk, we
need to prepare for the next season. No matter what season we
might be in, if we want to make a difference, we need to be preparing for the future seasons. Everyone needs to have a basic
estate plan in place. If you would like more information on estate planning contact the NC Baptist Foundation aat 919-3807334 or toll free at 800-521-7334

