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Larry’s Line
April 1st already? April Fool’s Day. Happy Easter Sunday. Did you find all the
hidden eggs the Easter Bunny left? Filed your Income Tax yet? Time to get the
Corvette ready and lined out for some road trips. These are all things that come
to my mind as I sit at my computer in the later part of March to write my
thoughts. Anything to fill the page.
Last things first. My Corvette needs new tires. This will be the third set on my
February
2009
2007 since I purchased it in 2010. The first set of factory
Goodyear’s
were
pretty well shot when I replaced them in 2013 with 23142 miles on them. At the
time I replaced them with Michelin tires that were identical to what the factory
was providing on 2012 C6 Z51. The new Michelin Pilot Sport PS2 Run Flats
were a lot quieter. I assumed the advertising implied the tires were warranted
for 20000 miles wear and had to be as good as the factory originals.
In looking around on line and after visiting a local supplier I discovered that the
replacement of the Michelin PS2s were going to cost about $300 more than in
2013. Not a big surprise. In the online search I found two other Michelin tires
that are also recommended for the C6. There are Pilot Sport A/S plus and a
Michelin Supper Sport style tire. Both of these tires are for sale for less than I
paid for the tire set I purchased in 2013. In addition the ads also state that these
models are warranted for 30000 miles. What a deal was my first thought.
Considering that I got 32000 miles on the present tires I said to myself “ What
could go wrong ?”
The sun was shining that day so I took the C6 out to the tire dealer I used back in
2013 to get an opinion on whether I really needed to replace the tires, to my eye
the tread wear marks looked to be less than the apparent existing tread depth. I
learned that tread depth markers as a must replace indication is not really
applicable when trying to put 400 or more horsepower to the pavement or
stopping all those horses on less than ideal road surface. It was pointed out that
my front tire inside edge wear is considerably worse than what I could see in a
casual look. Lesson learned I need to have the alignment done more often in the
future.
In continuing my questioning of the tire guy I also learned that in the fine print
of any tire wear guarantee it is stated the guarantee mileage gets divided by 2 in
the case when the tires cannot be rotated to different wheel positions. This is the
case for Corvettes with different tire size’s from front to rear and/or for radial
tires that cannot be moved from opposite side of the car.
The Pilot Super Sport Tires (even with the 30000 mile rating) appear to be most
suited for use on the track. The specification for that tire had no customer
comments recorded. As I am not involved in racing I will not consider this tire.
Thus I am left with a choice between the Michelin Pilot Sport PS2 Tires like
which I now have 32k miles and are presumably only warranted for 10 K mile or
do I go with the Michelin Pilot Sport A_S Plus Tires, (all Season) with a more
V shaped tread design warranted for 15K miles and save myself $644.00 on the
two rear tires. The front tires are 245 /40 R18 93YSL BSW RF and the rear
tires are 285 /35 R19 99Y SL BSW RF. If you have any thoughts or experience
with the Pilot Sport tire I value your comments. Wish I understood why those
rear PS2 tires are priced more than
any other tire in that size?
Maybe the April Fool will give me a
nice surprise in my tax return so I
can keep rolling along in my C7.
Happy Easter
President Larry

As seen on the Valley River Center Events page

Cascade Corvette Club Car Show
April 14, 2018 through April 15, 2018
Join us the weekend of April 14-15 to view classic Corvettes at the Cascade Corvette Car
Show. This event is free and open to the public. The Corvettes will be on display throughout the mall. Plus, get a chance to speak with the Corvette owners about the history of their
cars.
VISIT
293 Valley River Center
Eugene, OR 97401
(541) 683-5513
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Since almost everything we planned or thought about in March got rained out,
snowed out, froze out or blown out, let’s take a look back at some warm-weather events
from the past.
2003 Corvette Caravan:

“Chicken legs”

2005 Slick Vic’s Mystery Tour

Sorry Vic, some members have not
heard this story.

2007 Big Sky Meet:

2009 Corvette Caravan:

We will stop at this same location
on the way home from Montana this year.

At Mid-America Motorworks in
Effingham, IL

2010 North Coast Tour:

2014 Corvettes on the Columbia:

Semi-warm day on the coast

Now that was a HOT day - 109 deg.
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Misc.
Notes
The March 17 trip to the Portland Roadster
Show was cancelled due to inclement weather
and dwindling participation. It is very
difficult to plan functions for this time of year
because most of us don’t want to go out in
this “not-quite-winter-not-yet-spring”
weather. We see a glimmer of hope on the
horizon for better weather coming.

Beaver State Corvette Club will be holding
their annual Heritage Mall Corvette Show
April 7-8 in Albany. If you’re in the
neighborhood, cruise by and check them out.
While you’re there, invite them to our Valley
River Center Show on April 14-15!

Gerry & Connie are once again in charge of
2018 club dues are past-due. If you are one of the Valley River Center Corvette Show. At
last count they have 21 Corvettes signed up.
the few who have not already renewed, this
But, if you have been in Arizona or Hawaii
will be your last newsletter and you will be
or Costa Rica all winter and are just now
dropped from the club roster.
learning about this event and want to include
(We know there are some who have not yet
your Corvette, I’m sure they can find a spot
returned from winter trips and will take care
for you. Contact them at 541-688-2654.
of this when they do return.)
We will be carrying 51 Corvette Hot Wheel
toys to donate to The National Corvette
Museum when we attend “The Bash by
Michelin” in April. These will go to the
Educational Outreach Program for children
who visit the Museum. We thank those who
have donated, but we still have time to get
more.
Attention: The May newsletter will be a
couple of days late due to the editors
attending The Bash in Bowling Green, KY.
It is doubtful we will return with a new 2019
ZR1, but we will have photos!

Reminder:
Our sponsor, Kendall Chevrolet / GMC
offers all Cascade Corvette Club members
12% off Service labor and 20% off Parts. Be
sure to ask for your discount when having
service work done or buying parts.
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Happy Birthday!
April 5 - Dick Mart
April 12 - Jan Willer
April 13 - April Wilson
April 16 - Don Thumel
April 25 - Erik Hunkins
April 25 - Ralph Bloom

Based on CAD drawings and spy photos,
these renderings of the Mid-Engine
Corvette were provided by an anonymous
source known only as “firstvettesoon”.

Club Clothing
We have two sources for
embroidered club clothing:
A Stitchin’ Time
Tangent, OR
Order form available on their
website:
www.a-stitchin.com
and
Fiddler’s Green
Eugene, OR
In stock and
catalog items available
Watch for a January 2019 unveiling by
GM.
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Up Coming Events
April 26 - 28
Michelin NCM Bash
Bowling Green, KY

July 20 - 21
Corvettes on the High Desert
Eagle Crest

May 23 - 25
Pre-Big Sky tour

August 11
7th Annual
Salute to Veterans
Car & Motorcycle Show
Hillsboro, OR

May 25 - 28
Big Sky Meet
Helena, MT
http://bigskycorvettemeet.com/
June 1 - 2
Monterey Coast Corvette Cruise
Seaside, CA
www.montereycorvettes.com
June 1 - 2
Corvettes on the Columbia
Tri-Cities, WA
June 16
WVCA and Capitol Chevrolet
1st Annual Corvettes by the
Carousel Show ‘n Shine
June 23
Blooms & Butterflies
Corvette Show
Elkton, OR
July 7
Corvette City
Graffiti Weekend
Roseburg, OR

Aug. 25 & 26
Airport Rotary
“Food Truck Event”
Eugene, OR
September 8
Fall Classic
Jacksonville, OR
September 10 - 15
Museum in Motion
Pacific Coast Highway Tour
(registration not yet open)

August 23, 2019
6th National Corvette Caravan
Departs for Bowling Green, KY

Cascade Corvette Club
Is Sponsored By

Kendall Chevrolet

846 Goodpasture Island Rd.
Eugene, Oregon

Now available at Kendall Chevrolet / GMC
New 2017 Coupe
2LT, Arctic White, Jet Black, auto
$58,995

New 2017 Coupe
3LT, Blade Silver, Adrenaline Red, auto
$75,995
New 2017 Grand Sport Coupe
1LT, Black, Black, auto
$64,995

New 2017 Grand Sport Coupe
2LT, Black, Black, auto
$68,995

New 2017 Grand Sport Coupe
3LT, Watkins Glen Gray, Tension Blue, auto
$75,995

New 2017 ZO6 Coupe
3LZ, Torch Red, Kalahari, auto
$99,545

New 2018 Coupe
1LT, Arctic White, Black, auto
$62,005

For Sale by Owner
1991 ZR1 Black/Grey , 25k miles, both tops,
NCRS Top Flite (97+%), complete mint original
owners kit, car cover, etc.. Running on polished 5
spoke wheels. Included are original wheels w/
original tires never dismounted. All injectors recently replaced. Very nice original car in
excellent condition. $22,500
541-343-8980, dsmassett@comcast.net
(car will also be displayed
@ Eugene’s Valley River Mall
Corvette Show April 14-15th).

-----------------------------------------------------------------NCM Motorsports News

With a mission of helping drivers of all ages and skill levels become more proficient
behind the wheel, the NCM Motorsports Park is excited to welcome former IMSA
racing champion and Corvette Hall of Fame inductee Andy Pilgrim to the team.
“We’re thrilled to have Andy and not only his more than 30 years of incredible racing skills, but also his expertise on distracted driving,” said NCM Motorsports Park
General Manager Mitch Wright. “With Andy joining our team, we will be able to offer
a number of programs in the coming months, from driving courses and one-on-one
coaching by Andy, to speaking engagements on safe driving habits at schools.”
Pilgrim joined the Corvette Racing team in 1999 after a successful career in IMSA
racing where he earned four championships in four consecutive years. Teamed with
Ron Fellows, Pilgrim scored the team’s historic first victory at Texas Motor Speedway in September 2000. In 2001, Pilgrim finished second in GTS in the Sebring 12-Hour and Le Mans 24
-Hour endurance races, and was on the winning team for the Petit Le Mans season finale at Road Atlanta.
In 2001 Pilgrim teamed with Dale Earnhardt and Dale Jr. in the 24 Hours of Daytona, finishing second in
the GTS class. Pilgrim and Dale Sr. developed a strong bond as Dale Sr. asked Andy to mentor him on
road course racing. Pilgrim left the Corvette program in 2004 but stayed with General Motors, driving
for the winning team at the Daytona 24 in the Doran-Pontiac, and spent the rest of the season driving
for the new Cadillac CTS-V factory team in the SPEED World Challenge GT Series. He won the driver’s
championship in the CTS-V, and finished 3rd and 2nd in the series in 2006 and 2007.
Pilgrim made his NASCAR Busch Series debut in 2007, driving two road course races for Dale Earnhardt, Jr.’s JR Motorsports team. In 2011 he joined former Corvette Racing teammate Johnny O’Connell in driving the factory Cadillac CTS-V Coupe in the World Challenge and made his Sprint Cup debut
driving the 46 car for Whitney Motorsports, finishing 26th. Pilgrim has a long history of attending and
serving as an instructor at NCM Motorsports Park high performance drivers education events.
Pilgrim has relocated to Bowling Green, KY. Stay tuned for announcements on specific programs and
offerings utilizing Pilgrim’s talents by subscribing to the Motorsports Park’s email newsletter, Track
Time online at motorsportspark.org/subscribe/.
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