In any building project, 


there is a part where things are destroyed 


and where things are built up.  

Remodeling or repair, 


that is easy to see.  



You take out the rotted part 



and put back in fresh pieces.  

In new construction, 


you have destruction to clear the land 


and dig a hole to get started.  

Even when we are doing something as superficial as painting the exterior of the church, 


power washers came 



and took away the dust 



and peeling paint 




before new paint could be put on.  

These two stages are key for any type of change to take place.

Our text today does not speak about building, 


but the visions of Zechariah are put together in a Chiastic form, 



just like the beatitudes in the sermon on the mount were 



or parts of Revelation.  

This envelope structure, 


helps people hearing things remember them better.  

So for our time in Zechariah, 


the 8 visions work like steps going up to visions 4 and 5, 



the two we just completed, 



talking about Joshua and Zerubabel.  

Now we are descending again, 


so this flying scroll is paired with the measuring line, 


next weeks kettle goes with the horns, 


and the visions will conclude with 4 Chariots to go with 4 horsemen.  



At least those two are easy to see how they are hitched together.

If we recall the measuring line vision, 


we were told that the Jerusalem God was going to rebuild 



did not need walls, 



that the people were going to expand beyond the stone walls, 


but be protected by walls of fire 



and God was going to make us his people.  

These were all ways in which God was going to build up the people.  


To help them trust him more.  

As much as I wish it was not true, 


as I mentioned in my building metaphor, 



not everything 



and everyone gets to go into the new Jerusalem.  


Some will be removed in order for health to occur.

You have heard the horror stories of opening up a wall 


and finding all of the boards rotted.  

The contractor, 


who had seen what happens when you don't cut the boards out, 



told you they all needed to be replaced, 



or at least the rotten part cut out.  


Otherwise, 



it would not be long before the nice new boards 



are now carrying the same rot.  


Just like doctors like to get all the cancer out, 



otherwise it comes back 



and goes new places.  

Our text today describes the deconstruction part of the rebuilding process.  


This is what needs to be pulled out 



in order for the people to be rebuilt in a growing way.  

To which we might begin to wonder, 


are stealing and swearing falsely really the two worst sins?  

They do take up Commands 8 and 3 in the 10 Commandments, 


so they are in the top 10 for sure.  

But does God care more about these two than the other 8?  


To stick with our building metaphor, 



do I only need to replace the rotted wood, 




or do I need to also replace the moldy wood, 




the broken wood, 




the broken pipes, 




the old wires, 




and the holey sheet rock?  

Now a builder would say there are even more reasons to fix a wall, 


but rotten wood is the most common 


or gets the idea across.  

Since this is a vision, 


there are details that help answer our question.  

How you hear those details will help answer this question of 


“2 super serious commands and 8 lesser, 


or all are important?”

One way those asking the question have answered it 


is seeing the two tables of the 10 Commandments.  



The first 4 cover how we are to love God.  



The second 6 cover how we are to love our fellow man.  


With one highlighted from each group, 



they throw the rest in for good measure.  

Another approach is to look at stealing 


and see which of the commands is not stealing?  



Honoring your parents means 




not stealing the respect that is due to them, 



murder would be stealing someone's life, 



adultery is stealing one's wife or husband, 



false testimony steals one's truth, 



and coveting is the first step towards stealing.  


A case for the first 4 falling under stealing could also be made.  



Other gods is taking God's position, 



false idols steal God's worship, 



misusing God's name takes God's character, 



and working on the Sabbath 




steals from God's glorious creation.  

The swearing falsely by God's name 


also attacks God on all of these levels.  

I am sticking with the 10 commandments mainly, 


because they are a summary of the bare minimum we are called to do 


and not do.  

When we take the reciprocals, 


there is not an avenue or stream of life they do not connect to.  

But I am also focusing on the 10 Commandments 


because of the details which Zechariah gives us.  

The measurement of 30 feet by 15 feet, 

or in the Hebrew, 


20 cubits by 10, 



is similar to the 100 yards in our culture.  

If I were to ask, 


“What is a 100 yards long?” 


you would say? 

If I were to ask a room full of Jewish men


what was 20 cubits by 10 cubits, 



they would immediately answer?  


The Holy of Holies from Ezekiel 41 


and Solomon's Portico 



as measured in 1 Kings 6:3. 


The place where the 10 Commandments resided in the Ark 


and the place where they were read to the people of all the nations to hear them.  

Having the two sides visible in the scroll 


would remind the people of the two tablets of stone.  

They had diversified some in technology, 


but it got the idea across.  

Kind of like many kids today 


would not understand a reference to the B side of an album, 


tape or record.

So at this point, 


we have a large scroll flying.  

The image here is that it moving fast.  


Remember, 



only birds were flying in 400 BC.  


Just like today however, 



if a message were to get there fast, 




it would be flown by a pigeon or crow.  

This message of judgement is going to come 


and where the law of Moses is not in the structure of the household, 



it will be torn down.  



The house and the people living with in it.

I don't like preaching this.  


Take me back to 4 weeks ago 



talking about God blessing Jerusalem so much 



that the walls are going to be expandable 




and the Lord himself protecting it.  

But God's building of his Kingdom aligns with our reality, 


because God is where reality comes from.  

So in addition to the grace of God 


there is also the judgement of God.  

Just like we can't build a structure that will last 


without tearing out the pieces that don't fit 


or are not working, 

so God can't build his Kingdom 


with people who are stealing 


and swearing falsely by the name of the Lord.  

If we are taking what we do not deserve 

and doing things falsely in the name of the Lord, 


our Kingdom, 


our house, 


our lives are bound for destruction.  

God can use two different tools to bring the stealing and swearing falsely to an end.  


One tool is grace, 



which calls us to repent for this to be effective.  



This is God's preferred method of building up his kingdom.  


The other is judgement.  



When judgement is the only tool that gets our attention, 




there usually is not much left for us to work with afterwards.  

Zechariah was shown grace first in vision 3.  


But for those who do repent, 


who are stubborn and remain in their sin, 



know that judgement and destruction come swiftly.  

We are in vision 6, 


we should not still be stubborn after what we heard God was going to do 


and know in Jesus Christ what he actually did, 



to put a priestly ruler upon the throne in Jerusalem.  

But if we are, 


Zechariah has seen what is coming. 

Things will not just be knocked down, 


but the building blocks


and wood themselves will be destroyed.  

There will not be anything left to repent with.  

Please do not wait that long to respond to God.  


He is trying to transform you into a citizen of his Kingdom.  


He can do it through grace or destruction, 



the choice is ours to make.

