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Bells
Announcements
Prelude

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” Thomas A. Dorsey. Arr. Phillip Keveren

Call to Worship

Linda Leavis

Leader: Let us gather together as followers of Jesus.
Come and rest in the presence of our God.
People: Our God is like a shelter and fortress.
With confident hope we place our trust in God.
Leader: God answers us when we call out in need.
God will always care for those who know him.
People: God is with us in good times and bad.
God fills our lives with peace and hope.
Leader: Christ came to serve others, giving his life for our welfare.
Now we are called to live as servants of one another.
People: We are here seeking to grow as disciples.
We aspire to become all God wants us to be.
*Hymn

Womb of Life

*Gathering Prayer

Linda Leavis

We come before you O God, as we truly are, faithful and faltering. We have come to hear
more of your truth, to know your ways and be guided by your Spirit. Direct us into the realm
where your purposes govern the hearts and minds of all your children. Help us to grow in the
likeness of Jesus, to live in ways that are pleasing to you and of service to others. We wait for
you now, eager to respond to your call. Amen.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, reign without end. Amen, amen.
Scripture
Isaiah 53:4-12
Mark 10:32-45
Special Music

Linda Leavis
Rosemary Dawson
“More Than Wonderful” Lanny Wolfe, Arr. Phillip Keveren
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Sermon

Wanting

When you pray, what do you ask for? That is what we will be doing several minutes from now, right?
We pray for people’s health, protection, provision, comfort. I’ve prayed for good weather, lost pets,
difficult relationships, jobs, you name it. And it is a good thing to come to God with our requests,
Scripture encourages it. So we shouldn’t be disturbed by James and John today when they come to
Jesus with their biggest desire ever. What has been your greatest ask? As the Spice Girls song goes
“what do you want, do you really, really want?”
James and John knew just what they wanted – even if it seems over the top and misguided. Jesus has
just said again, for the third time, that he was going to Jerusalem to ‘suffer and die’. Yet for James,
John and all the disciples, they still couldn’t accept it. It didn’t register, didn’t meet their expectations.
What they anticipated was the victory of the Messiah. So, when they asked ‘let us sit at your right and
left’ they were seeking the two top positions in Christ’s reign, places of power and authority.
It’s a very real, very human desire. Some folks actually want to be President, and some want to be the
head of multi-national corporations. Many of us would never want to reach that high,
, but we’d be glad to have a bit more ‘say-so”, a bit more ‘clout’ at work, in town, or maybe even in
church. And there you have it- ‘we want you to give us whatever we ask’. Oh, that is so loaded. But
unlike me, who would simply react (at least in my head) ‘yeah, like that’s not gonna happen’, Jesus
invites them to share their deepest desire, to name ‘what they want, what they really, really want’.
Then he challenges them to think it through. It’s what you want, but are you willing to pay the cost?
Will you drink from my cup and take on my baptism? It’s a great question. Are you willing to do what
it takes to gain your desire? Are you sure?
How many of us, like James and John, think it will be an easy road? “Sure, we can do that”, and we
have no idea, yet. Think of all the starry-eyed newlyweds who are so sure marriage will be unending
bliss. And whether its marriage or following Christ, it’s no easy task. In fact, it will cost you your life.
That is what Jesus is pointing to when he talks about his baptism, as Romans 6 said ‘we are baptized
into his death’. And the cup? Even Jesus prayed in the garden of Gethsemane ‘Father… remove this
cup from me.’
Did James and John, or any of Jesus’ disciples get it yet? I don’t think so. The other ten were irate that
James and John conned Jesus into getting ‘the best seats in the house’. So, Jesus gets even more
pointed, more explicit, with them and with all his followers. You think of greatness in the world’s
terms – power and glory, being served, even tyranny. But that is not the kingdom standard. Do you
know what God’s standard is? It is this, service; humble, lowly servitude – even slavery. Not the top
tier, but the bottom rung. That’s the upside down, or rather right-side up, nature of God’s ways. And
the best example you will ever see, ever find, is right here – “The Son of Man did not come as a master
to be served, but as a slave who would give his life to set many others free.”
Can any of us match that service? Can any of us meet that standard? I don’t think it’s humanly
possible. But then, as Jesus said earlier, “For human beings it is impossible, but not with God, with
God all things are possible.’ (10:27) And that included genuine, humble service in Christ’s name.
Have we known folks like that? Somewhat, perhaps. We think of the great souls like Mother Theresa
and Desmond Tutu. We may even think of some of the faithful, hard workers and humble servants
right here in our midst. We could even see one in the mirror some day – someone, a disciple, who lives
just a little like a reflection of the One who gave himself, fully and freely, for us.
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That’s what God wants; what God really, really wants. What do you want? Amen.

*Hymn

O Savior Let Me Walk with You

Joys and Concerns
Prayers of the People
Wondrous God, we thank you for your grace and goodness to us today and every day. Thank you for
Jesus Christ, who came to us not as a demanding master but as a suffering servant. Because of his
love and sacrifice, he has rightly won his place at your right hand, and we gladly acknowledge him as
Lord. We thank you for your Spirit who now empowers and directs us to follow Christ in the same
way of self-less service. And so it is with courage, O God, that we now come to you asking for your
guidance and strength to live as your true servants.
We pray, for your church and for this congregation. Help us to always remember the redeeming
work of Christ and to listen when he calls us to follow in his steps. Help us to lay aside all that
keeps us from the humble work of service in your name, so that all peoples may know your freeing
mercy.
We pray for all our leaders. Help them to recognize your power and glory, and grant them a true
humility that will establish your peace and well-being among all people.
We pray, also for all who turn to you today. Grant your healing to the ill, your comfort to the
mourning, and your aid to the needy. We especially lift up… and we thank you for…
We praise you, Faithful God, for the depth of your love towards us, through Jesus Christ, who
taught us to pray…
The Lord’s Prayer
Choral Response

Remember Me

Offering
Jesus gave his all for us and directs us in kind to give to a world in need. Now is the time respond in
faith and faithfulness, worshiping God with our gifts and through lives invested in serving others in
Christ’s name. Let us dedicate our gifts in gratitude.
May your good will be realized through these gifts, dedicated to your service, O God. May the act
of giving strengthen our commitment to the causes for which Christ died and involve us in the acts
of compassion by which Christ lived. May all we say and do work to accomplish your reign of
peace. Amen.
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Doxology

(choose the one that is best for your faith)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below,
praise him above ye heavenly hosts, praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God for all that Love has done; Creator, Christ and Spirit One. Amen
*Hymn

O God of Strength

*Common Commission
Let us go forth into the world in peace, being of good courage, holding fast to that which is
good, rendering to no one evil for evil, strengthening the faint-hearted, supporting the weak,
helping the afflicted, honoring all persons, loving and serving the Lord, and rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit.
* Benediction
Go now into the world
being confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue it
until it is finished when Christ comes again. Philippians 1:6
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Amen.
Postlude

“Will the Circle Be Unbroken” Charles H. Gabriel, Arr. Phillip Keveren

*****
music provided by Chris Harris and Lynne Walker
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