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From the Pastor’s Desk…
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
--John 13: 34-35 NRSV
The greatest gift that God has given us is Jesus Christ our Savior.
Christ’s ministry had a profound impact on the history of the world in spiritual, socio-economical, and
political ways. Rocking the establishment of his day, Jesus upturned the traditions of his upbringing
and broke down societal and religious barriers to prove one simple point—that the realm of God is
founded in love: complete and life-changing love of God, and love of one’s neighbor.
In his time, that love was personified by Jesus through action:
*touching and healing those deemed untouchable by religious laws or social norms
*granting dignity to women and children and, more than that, elevating them to a status of
integrity and affirmation against a patriarchal society and church
*speaking to Samaritans and Gerasenes and others deemed unclean or “foreigners” in his day
*teaching that the Spirit’s healing powers should not be limited to certain demographics or the
constraints of religious institutions but freely given and shared
*demonstrating that self-sacrifice for the liberation of others from sin and the chains that bind
them is the greatest embodiment of Divine Love.
As Christians, we label ourselves after Christ and profess our desire to walk in Christ’s ways. Some 2000
years and so many denominations later, the “church” looks very different than the movement that
Christ began which, in its day, was known as “the Way.”
Today, there is a church for every theology and interpretation of scripture.
Today, churches still struggle with questions of inclusion and exclusion.
Today, churches become comfortable in the traditions of our “local church” and often embrace a
mindset where they desire new folks to join with the unspoken caveat that they should “become one of
us and don’t change us.”
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Today, churches keep a firm hold on their structures, the way they have always done it (whether “it” is
committee meetings or the format or content of worship), and they remain separated as churches
because they cannot find a way to be “The Way” together because of buildings, budgets and history.
At St. Stephen’s, our mission statement is “we gather in community to know, grow and show God’s
love.” The ultimate personification of that love was Jesus Christ our Savior. Christ’s love was a
dynamic, challenging, uplifting, barrier breaking, institution shaking, self-sacrificing, uniting love.
Christ’s love did not rest in the status quo.
All of this implies a church on the move, in the community, engaging the people and sowing the faith in
the hearts of those who need it the most. Ideally, Christ’s church is one of vulnerability—individuals
and congregations putting themselves out there to embody the values that Christ himself embodied in
the area in which the church exists. Such vulnerability can be uncomfortable; challenging; even scary.
Time has brought a paradigm shift upon the church. In the last four decades, the “church” has moved
from a position in society where everyone went there on a Sunday because it was the center of life and
faith and family and, thus, Sunday Schools were bursting at the seams and people just showed up.
Today, “church” has become more of a “mission” style reality-- reaching out to the people and meeting
them where they are in order to plant seeds of faith and Gospel love. The hope is that such planting
will fill souls and/or provide a foundation upon which those with minimal church exposure can fall back
on in times of need.
The ability to effectively embrace this paradigm shift presents a unique challenge to us in the church
who like things the way they are and don’t really want anything to change—even if we know something
needs to change.
Yet, to embody our mission statement to “know, grow, and show God’s love,” St. Stephen’s, like so
many other churches, will need to embrace vulnerability in relationships within and without. This
means the church will need to change; will need to embody Christ’s dynamic, challenging, uplifting,
barrier breaking, institution shaking, self-sacrificing, uniting love—a love in action—and then take that
love out the doors of the church to the neighborhood around them. This reality will represent the
embodiment of our professed faith.
Lent is traditionally the period in Christian faith where we are called to spiritual discipline. Often we
speak of this as a “giving up” of something. Others view the time as an incubation of the Spirit—where
we seek to acquire some new insight, spiritual practice, or faith enrichment as we prepare to celebrate
anew the liberation that Christ graced upon us at Easter.
This Lenten season, I invite you to join me in practicing Love in Action. Each week of Lent, beginning
on March 1st, we will be invited together to explore a new spiritual practice based in the themes of
AGAPE Love. We will be invited to Act, Give, Assemble, Pray, Examine, and Connect.
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Together as a congregation, we will explore these themes while reflecting on Love shared, emptied,
created, uplifted, renewed and interwoven embodied through the actions of the self in relation to God
and the self in connection to others.
Jesus commanded us to Love God first; and to love our neighbors as ourselves. Christ’s love calls us to
a Lenten Practice that shakes the status quo and challenges us to “be church” in new ways.
A few weeks ago, I invited you in worship to remember that in God’s eyes, “you are a hot commodity,”
a vital integral part of God’s plan to share Christ’s love in our families, churches, places of work and
leisure, and in our social interactions.
This Lent, I invite you to take a risk with me, and join me in embracing new weekly Lenten Practices.
We will be encouraged to share what we will try with someone else as a way of creating accountability
or, if that is too challenging, to make a personal prayer commitment to God for what we will do.
As part of worship, there will be a period of Lenten reflection. During this time, those inclined will find
another person to share how they hope to accomplish their Lenten Practice that week, or to make a
personal commitment to Christ as to the same. Those Practices will be:
*This week I will do _________ for __________ as an act of service.
*This week I will purge__________ from my life (physical, spiritual, or even emotional baggage)
*This week I will create__________ and gift it to someone whom the Spirit leads me to.
*This week I will practice prayer: for others, for the common good and for myself.
*This week I will commit to taking _______ minutes of time each day for self re-creation and
nurturing.
*This week I will intentionally reach out to someone I know is struggling, sick, lost, lonely,
addicted, broken, mourning, or just someone I have been disconnected from to let them know
that they matter and I care.
As we move through these weeks of Lent, may we embrace the dynamic, vulnerable, sometimes even
disturbing Love that Christ embodied in the world and join in risk-taking, faith growing, spiritual
practice as we train ourselves to put Christ’s Love in Action boldly in our lives and in our church.
“ Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit
eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” He
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” Do this and you
will inherit eternal life.”
--Luke 10: 25-37
See you in church,
Pastor Jeff
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LENTEN SERVICES 2020 PLAN
Our Shared Vision

March 1 ACT/SERVE Love Shared The Good Samaritan:
Luke 10: 25-37

March 8

GIVE

Love Emptied The Rich Young Ruler

Luke 18: 18-30

March 15 ASSEMBLE/CREATE Love Created
Extreme Generosity: The Creation Genesis 1

March 22 PRAY Love Lifted
Luke 11: 1-10

Learning to Pray

March 29 EXAMINE/REFLECT
Love Renewed
From Rest to Re-Creation Mark 6: 30-46
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April 5 CONNECT
Palm Sunday: Luke 19: 28-40

April 10
Broken

Love Interwoven

MAUNDY THURSDAY: NO GREATER LOVE Love
No Greater Love: Luke 15: 9-17

April 12 EASTER: LOVE SET FREE TO FLY
Love Never Dies: John 20: 1-18

Love Unending

April 19 FAITH IN ACTION: We’re Only Human
Thomas John 20: 19-31

April 26
FAITH IN ACTION: Hearts on Fire
Emmaus Luke 24: 13-35

MINISTRY TOWN HALLS
March 8, 2020 11:30 am Calling all ministries! We will have our first 2020 Town Hall gathering on
Sunday, March 8, after worship in Ehrhart Hall. All of our ministry teams will gather together to
collaborate on our ministries, our vision, and our 2020 Hospitality Outreach: A Neighborhood Berries and
Cream Social. Please join us with your ideas and enthusiasm as we look for ways to cooperatively work in
our ministries in the year ahead!
Future Town Hall Dates: June 14, September 13, November 8
5
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################ SMALL

GROUPS ##################

CREATIVE FELLOWSHIP GROUP
We meet on Wednesdays at 1 pm in Ehrhart Hall. Come and bring your
creative ideas to help us celebrate in worship through the arts! We have
explored coloring, mosaics, and tye-dye. What medium would you like to
explore?

Meets in the Conference Room
For more information, contact Stephanie Anne Thompson at
stephanie@heartceremonies.com

March 7, 2020
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
April 4, 2020
Have You Seen Luis Velez? written by Catherine Ryan Hyde

Adult Bible Study: We meet on Thursday mornings at 10 am. We are studying
the book of Romans and all are welcome!

Friday Fellows: meets on the First Friday of the month for
breakfast and devotion at 7 am in the church kitchen serving area. All
ages and folks are welcome!
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CROSSROADS ADULT STUDY:
Conference Room

Sunday 11 am in the

We are studying the book of Galatians. All are welcome to join us for
conversation, to listen, and to grow with us in faith.

Church School for our children occurs during the worship
service. Our children gather in worship with us and stay in
the service through the end of Children’s Time. After that,
they head to Obold Chapel for faith formation study. This Spring, we
continue our BIBLE ABCs with stories of our faith that are foundational to our
understanding of belief. Church school meets every Sunday
with the exception of Communion Sundays. There is a teacher
and helper present at church school each week and all must
complete the “safe church” background check packets.
Please see Donna Wimmer if you have any questions on
compliance. Thank you.
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GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER PATH
St. Stephen’s UCC invites you to join us for a Meditative Labyrinth
Experience rooted in the Stations of the Cross. The labyrinth is an
individual, reflective experiences, self-guided with several stations that
help us to cast off our burdens, draw closer to God, and connect in the
Spirit with ourself, our Creator, and our world! Good Friday afternoon
(April 10) from 2 pm to 5 pm and Holy Saturday (April 11) from 10 am to 2
pm. All are welcome. The event is FREE.

MOVIE DISCUSSION
March 24, 2020

7:00 PM

THE TWO POPES PG-13 2 hrs, 5 min

Behind Vatican walls, the conservative Pope Benedict and the liberal
future Pope Francis must find common ground to forge a new path for
the Catholic Church.

Tuesday, April 28, 2020

7:00 PM

A coming of age story about sidekicks, heroes and autism. A boy and
his family overcome great challenges by turning Disney animated
movies into a language to express love, loss, kinship and brotherhood.
Documentary based on a True Story.
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Vacation Bible School

Helper /
VBS Preparation Sign-up
Please consider lending a hand this
summer with Vacation Bible School.

Vacation Bible School
Fun! Friends! Snacks!
Games! Crafts! Music!

July 5-9 from 6:30-8:30 pm.

St. Stephen’s UCC.
July 5 - 9, 2020
6:30-8:30 pm

Name ______________________________
Phone # _____________________________

Child #1 Name ________________________________
Grade
Birthdate_________Age:_______Completed________

Email ______________________________
VBS Preparation:
_____ Create decorations
church
_____ Provide supplies

Child #2 Name______________________________
Grade
Birthdate__________Age:_____Completed________

_____ Decorate
_____ Publicity

Child #3 Name ________________________________
Grade
Birthdate__________Age:_____Completed________

During our VBS:
_____ Crafts
_____ Music
_____ Worship
_____ Mission
_____ Photographer

_____ Drama
_____ Games
_____Science
_____ Snacks
_____Greeter
Registration
_____ Shepherding children to stations

Address:_____________________________________

Phone#__________________Email________________
Parent(s) Name
_____________________________________________
Emergency
Phone#_______________________________________

Please complete this form and place it in the
offering plate or in Donna Wimmer’s mailbox.
Thank you!

Allergies or other important information: ___

Church
Affiliation:____________________________________
Please complete this form and place
it in the offering plate or in
Donna Wimmer’s mailbox. Thank you!
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Easter Flowers
Cost: $8.50 each ~ Please order by Monday, March 30
Once again the sanctuary will be decorated with the natural beauty of
God’s flowers for Easter Sunday worship. All flowers will be white, except for the daffodils.
Please complete the order form below. Checks should be made payable to St. Stephen’s UCC.
Order forms, along with the payment of $8.50 per flower, can be placed in the offering plate in
an envelope marked “Easter Flowers” or mailed to:
Sharon Argue, 2265 Milford Square Pike, Quakertown, PA 18951.
If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Argue at 215-538-2856.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Easter Flowers Order Form
Purchaser: ______________________________________________Phone: ___________________
In Memory of: _____________________________________________________________________
In Honor / Love for: ________________________________________________________________
_______ Daffodils (5-6 blooms)

_______ Tulips (5-6 blooms)

_______ Lilies (3 blooms)

_______ Pot Mums

_______ Total No. of Flowers @ $8.50 each = $ __________
I will (check one) pick up _____ or donate _____ the flowers after 9:30 am service on Easter morning.

CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
ALL CHURCH BREAKFAST
Good Friday, April 10 at 8:30am

Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
March 6 & April 3 at 7:00am

The Friday “Fellows” Fellowship
invites All Women, Children and Men
to a morning of breakfast and
fellowship

Join the “men of St. Stephen’s” for a
morning of breakfast and fellowship.
For more information, contact Dave Alexander
at 215-257-7019.

~

~

Sign-up sheet is on the table in the
Ehrhart Hall Narthex. For more
information, contact Dave
Alexander at 215-257-7019.

~
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MISSION / OUTREACH
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering - Sunday, March 22, 2020
St. Stephen’s will take a special offering during the worship service on March 31st
for One Great Hour of Sharing. OGHS is one of four special programs in which we
participate every year to support Our Church’s Wider Mission. Partnering with
6,000 UCC congregations, we channel over $3 million annually to humanitarian
needs throughout the world. The funds are used to support emergency relief,
domestic and international disaster preparedness and response, social services,
refugee advocacy and resettlement. "One Great Hour of Sharing" envelopes will be in your
bulletins on Sunday, March 15.

FISH NEWS:
Thank you to everyone who brought in Soup for FISH to celebrate Souper Bowl Sunday. 117
containers (136.7 lbs.) were collected.

Ram Packs:
In February children in the Guth Elementary School Lunch program started receiving backpacks
with food for the weekend each Friday and a second packing site was opened at Blooming Glen
Mennonite Church. Packing teams consisting of 4-5 people are needed. Packing would be on
Thursday (morning or afternoon at the team’s discretion). If enough teams volunteer each team
may only need to pack once a month or less. If you are willing to join a packing team please
contact Nancy Rourke or Sparkie Heckler.

Personal Care Kits:
During the weeks of Lent members of St. Stephen's are being asked to participate in a mission
outreach project. A 45 gallon container will be appearing in the space outside Ehrhart Hall along
with plastic bags and a list of requested item. The completed personal care kit will be distributed
to the homeless and needy in Perkasie and Philadelphia. Please take a bag, fill it with the
requested items and return it to the container. Many of the items can be purchased at the dollar
store. Please read the Weekly Sounds for more information and give generously to this mission
outreach.

The Helping Hands Care Team of Lehigh Presbytery: Jane Landis and Mary Lou Taylor
plan to go on this Mission Work Trip to Fayetteville, North Carolina on March 28 – April 4, 2020.
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HAM DINNER REPORT:
St. Stephen’s Annual Ham Dinner was held on February 8th under sunny skies. Thanks to the many
volunteers too numerous to mention by name, because of your dedicated and enthusiastic service,
this year’s event was a success. A total of 416 dinners were served, which included 111 take-outs.
Receipts and expenses were as follows:
Ticket sales and sales of leftovers:
Bake sale
Basket raffle ticket sales
Total Receipts
Total Expenses
Net Profit

$4,620.40
303.50
1,020.00
$5,943.90
2,045.37
$3,898.53

As advertised, a portion of the proceeds are to benefit our Mission Ministry for community
outreach. Our recommendation is that 20% of the net profit ($780) be directed to the Ministry of
Mission for disbursement (t/b/d). The balance of the profit has been added to the Ham Dinner
account to be held in reserve.
We extend our heartfelt thanks to all who supplied baked goods for sale and for serving to our
guests, and to the many church ministries and individuals that sponsored prizes for the raffle. The
themes, donors and winners are as follows (in no particular order): “Flower Arrangement” donated
by Joan Suess (won by Colleen Trauger); “The Groundhog Says…An Early Spring” donated by
Bernard Suess Funeral Home (won by Judi Treffinger); “Lucky Lotto” basket donated by Ministry of
Fellowship & Service (won by Emma Nogami); “Welcome Spring” donated by Ministry of Mission
(won by Patty Kimbel); “Tools” donated by Ministry of Facilities & Operations (won by Carol Kuhn);
“Handmade Child’s Dress & Matching Doll Dress” donated by Betsy Boone (won by Peggy Moyer);
“Everything for a Hardy Breakfast” basket donated by Friday Fellows Breakfast Group (won by Carol
Horrocks); “Foods of the Bible” basket donated by Adult Sunday School Class (won by Mary Landes);
Wine & Gift Cards basket donated by Chris and Denise Alexander & family (won by Marie Runkle);
“Valentine’s Date Night basket” donated Ministry of Worship & Music (won by Monica Lentz); and
“Mixed Greens/Cash” basket donated by Ministry of Christian Education including Sunday School
Teachers & Families (won by Joan Suess).
Special thanks to Chris Alexander, John Binde and Richard Bosco (music), Patty Kimbel, Lee Anne
Kingsbauer (advertising), Curt Mann, Jerry Treffinger, Barbara Weirback, Pastor Jeff Wargo, and
the following who gave a monetary donation; Sylvia & Carl Bedell, Jeff & Annette Gahman, Janice
Kenworthy, Catherine Moyer, and Donna & Charlie Pope. And last, but not least, to our church
family, relatives, friends and the public for joining us for dinner, take-out, and supporting the bake
and raffle sale. We are grateful for your generosity.
With appreciation and God’s blessings,
Terry Weirback & David Alexander, Chairpersons.
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Our Church Family
MARCH BIRTHDAYS
03/01
03/03
03/04
03/07
03/08
03/10
03/13
03/15
03/16
03/20
03/21
03/22
03/23
03/25
03/26
03/28
03/29
03/30

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Brenda Winn, Mary Lou Taylor
Michael White
Joan Ritter, Ginny Winn,
Jane Landis
Gregory Nyce
Howard Detweiler
Mary Hufnagle
Jennifer Godshall, Nolan Rimmer
Lisa Seachrist, Jack Argue
Kathleen Price, Robert Price
Megan Watkins
Colleen Trauger
Curtis Mann
Lucille White, Robert Miller
Linda Hunsberger
Peg Werner
Jamie Schuster, Aubrey Hager
Paxton Bodkin
Patricia Donahue

04/04
04/05
04/06
04/10
04/11
04/13
04/14
04/18
04/22
04/23
04/25
04/26
04/27
04/30

Robert Ockenfuss Jr.
Kristen Hardner Zaharuk
James Bodkin
Donald Stewart
Elizabeth Boone
Dottie Egan
Robert Hardner
Dorothy Wieder
Raymond Mumbauer, Karen Phillips,
Brenda Mergenthaler, Ryan Phillips
Heather Winn
Janelle Ketterer
Charlene Keim, Kristen Egan
Scott Kingsbauer
Jeffrey Wimmer

Happy Birthday/God’s Blessings
Dear Friends,

Happy Birthday and
God’s Blessings

Everyone has been so kind and
thoughtful these past few weeks. I
scarcely know where to begin my
“thank yous”. Certainly, Pastor
Jeff’s visit, Jean Alexander’s flower
delivery and visit. Donna Pope’s
dropping in across the hall a few
times a day and receiving many
lovely greeting cards. You have all
been wonderful.

Mark the Calendars – The annual
Women’s Luncheon will be held on
Saturday, May 2, 2020 in Ehrhart
Hall. Sign-up sheets will be
available April 5-19. Additional
details will be posted in the Sunday
bulletin. Contact Lucy White or
Barb Boughter if you have any
questions.

I am starting to fell stronger the last
few days so maybe I’ll be seeing you
in church soon, but probably not
when it snows!
Love and Thanks to you all,
Jeanne Parker
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Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street
Perkasie PA 18944
Return Service Requested

Time Sensitive Materials
Mailed:
Please visit our website at
www.thessperkasie.org
for the latest information from St. Stephen’s UCC.

St. Stephen’s United Church of Christ
110 N. Sixth Street, Perkasie, PA 18944
215-257-6460
www.thessperkasie.org
Facebook: Saint Stephens UCC, Perkasie PA
Instagram: StStephensucc
Twitter: @Stephensuccperk
Email: office@thessperkasie.org
Rev. Jeffrey A. Wargo - Pastor
Email: pastor@thessperkasie.org
Office Hours: Tuesday 9am – 12 noon
Patricia Kimbel – Office Administrator
Office Hours: Mon - Thurs 9:15am – 2:15pm
John Binde – Director of Music
Email: johnbinde49@gmail.com
610-554-3320
Eileen Ericsson – Handbell Director
Email: e388keys@comcast.net
267-463-3671

16

