From Madison Presbyterian Church

Pastor’s Message

April 2020

Dear Friends,
These are uncertain times, and situations changing so quickly that announcements are being made obsolete
before they are sent out. As we have been preparing the April newsletter, we have edited our edits and
updated our updates. So perhaps the purpose of this month’s edition is not so much to provide schedules and
calendars. It’s a different kind of news we need to lift up.
Even though our circumstances seem ever changing, God – and God’s steadfast love for us – cannot change. In
this time and in all times, we know that
God so loved the world that God sent his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life. (John 3:16)
And we remember that nothing is stronger than that –
What then are we to say? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave
him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? … Who will separate us from the love of
Christ? Will hardship, or distress or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? …Nothing …will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:31-32, 35,39)
And we remember that even if it’s hard to pray, we’ve got help –
The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes
with signs too deep for words. (Romans 8:26-27)
When will we worship together in the sanctuary? How will we worship and work together till then? We can’t
answer those questions yet. But we know that we will worship, and we will continue to take care of each other
and reach out to our neighbors and community. We will pray, and watch, and wait. And we know that Easter
comes. New life, restoration, resurrection, and joy-in-the-morning comes.
Pastor Lisa

Highlights from the March Stated Session Meeting of Madison Presbyterian Church
include:
The Treasuer’s Report showed income for February of $19,377 and expenses of $12,132.
The Session retreat was rescheduled for March 28, and a dinner for all elders was tentatively scheduled for
April 29.
The Stewardship Picnic is scheduled for May 17.
A document on Pandemic Preparedness from the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance organization was
presented; a task force of church members formed to prepare recommendations for the church.

It's a Picnic!
The annual Stewardship picnic is May 17th right after worship. Come to church dressed for a
picnic. We will have hamburgers and hotdogs and ask everyone to bring a dish. There will also be
some fun and games! There will be sign up sheets for the attendence number and the dish you will
bring. Please sign up early.

Psalm 24:1
"The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it."
April 22nd is Earth Day.
We have recently been recertified as an Earth Care
Congregation.
Be mindful of this amazing
home God has loaned to us.
We are here to be stewards
to "all that is in it."
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Breakfast Buzz
Is on hold until we are allowed back in our building. We
all hope that is sooner than later but don’t despair all the
programs have just been postponed not cancelled.
Looking forward to the time we can be together again in
fellowship and learning.

April Foods of the Month
Toiletries and Cleaning Supplies: Dish soap, laundry
detergent paper towels, cleanser, deodorant, bath soap,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, shampoo, etc.
Please bring in your donations and place them in the container
provided in the Narthex. Donations are then given to Madison Social
Services for distribution to those in Need.
Thank you!

Madison Presbyterian Church
Pastor: Rev. Lisa Salita
804-874-2098 pastorlisa@madisonpresbyterian.com
Active Elders Serving on the Session
Class of 2020
Kim Barnes
Sharon Weakley
Class of 2021
Bobbie Carroll
Rives Wetsel
Mike Willis
Class of 2022
John Quinley
Pattie Rees
Sue Strahan

Sunday School: 10:00 a.m. Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Church Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 8:30 a.m.—12:30 p .m.
Church Administrator: Carol Johnson
Phone Number: 540-948-6972
E-mail: madisonpresb@verizon.net
Website: MadisonPresbyterian.com
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We are not at Church to see and remember the cross the children draped in purple to help
us all think about what Lent means; therefore we have sent a picture. We hope you put it
on the refrigerator as a daily reminder of the season we are celebrating. And if you are
driving by the Church on Easter Sunday see how the cross has transformed. Hopefully it
will be in the front circle.
Christian Education team
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From Carol’s Desk in the Church Office . . .

I hope everyone is staying healthy and doing well.
I wanted to let everyone know that I am in and out of the office a
few hours a week. I am retrieving messages from the office answering machine and looking at the church emails from home.
A few members have asked me if they can forward their monthly
tithing to the church office instead of coming in. That would be
fine—I’m retrieving the mail at least twice a week.
From home, I am also working on the 2020 version of the Church
Directory. For folks that I had an email for, I sent a request for updates or changes to their listing. I received many replies and I thank
everyone for getting right back to me.
For those of you who receive the newsletter by mail, I am including
your listing and asking that you either send me a note in the mail
with any changes/corrections/deletions, OR call the church office
with updates and I’ll be sure to include them in the run of the directory. I am hoping to have the final changes made by April 10th.
If there is anything I can do for anyone, please call me. I know that
it’s a tough time to find humorous or uplifting stories . . . But I can
tell you how happy Joe Johnson, my dear husband, was when he
found out that his “summer help” just got let out of school early!
On the other hand . . . I can tell you how unhappy a couple of teenagers were when they realized what getting out of school early
really meant!
God Bless — be safe and healthy — Carol

5

The One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering is normally a collection that we have on Easter Sunday.
100% of our collection is forwarded to the Presbytery of the James to provide relief from natural disasters, hunger and to support the poor and oppressed. If you are interested in supporting this great cause,
please feel free to send your contribution to the church. Please indicate on the memo line that your
check is earmarked for OGHS. Thank you.
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April's birth flower is the daisy which conveys innocence,
loyal love, and purity. It is also a flower given between
friends to keep a secret; the daisy means "I'll never tell."

NEWSLETTER ITEMS
Have something you
want published in our
Newsletter? Please
contact me by email:

gcbc3.carroll@gmail.com
or phone 540-948-9922.
George Carroll

Due to the uncertainty of the church’s schedule at “press
time”, there is no calendar available at this time.
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