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Thanksgiving is almost here!  All around the country, people will be 
gathering together with those whom they loveðtheir family, 
friends, and neighborsðand sharing a meal.  Tables get expanded to 
accommodate as many people as possible.  People contribute their 
best to share with each other.  The participants go around the table, 
letting everyone know what they are thankful for.  No one wants for 
anything, and all leave that table utterly satiated and filled. 
 
As annual events go, Thanksgiving is a great one!  But, Episcopali-
ans are a resourceful bunch, and weôve figured out how to enjoy it 
far more often.  The word Eucharist comes from the Greek (Ů- 
meaning "good" and ɢ Ӣɟ ɠ meaning "grace") and means 
ñthanksgiving.ò  And you know how often we Episcopalians love to 
celebrate Eucharist.  Here at Holy Spirit, we typically celebrate 
ñThanksgivingò three times a weekðmore if we can figure out an-
other excuse to do so!  And this doesnôt even include how much we 
love to get together in fellowship around a meal, to break bread and 
share together. 
 
Because, we know that the table is a holy place.  Jesus, in his last 
evening before his great trial, chose to spend his time eating those 
whom he loved: family, friends, fellow seekers of God, and even 
those he knew would betray him.  He chose to extend his table to 
include all of them, to take the time to ponder all that God had done 
for them, and to give thanks together.  And it is this holy meal that 
we seek to emulate as often as possible.   
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This concept of Thanksgiving is a vital one for our spiritual lives.  Through it, we shift away 
from worrying about our self-motivated desires and how much we could possibly get for our-
selves, and are instead thankful for what we already have.  We no longer covet what others 
have, but instead give thanks that they are richly blessed.  Fulfilment and satiation are not a 
result of stuffing yourself to overflowing, but shifting your perspective to realize just how 
full you already are.  
 
When we find ourselves actively practicing lives of gratitude, our anxiety and stress begin to 
dissipate.  We no longer concern ourselves with winning over others, because we realize 
weôve already won everything we could ever need.  Our desire to take becomes an outflow-
ing of giving, as naturally as inhaling moves to exhaling.   A life full of gratitude is a life full 
of peace. 
 
There is that moment at every Thanksgiving dinner when we take a moment to sit back from 
the table and realize how button-poppingly full we are.  We look around the table at all the 
people we love and realize how full our hearts are.  We look all around us and realize how 
full our lives are.  And we sit there, blissful, satiated, and at peace. 
And that moment, that day, that Thanksgiving day, could be every day of our lives. 
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 Fall beauty at ECOHS! 
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7ÅÅËÌÙ  3ÃÈÅÄÕÌÅȡ 
 
 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ 
ψȡσπ ÁÍ (ÏÌÙ %ÕÃÈÁÒÉÓÔ  
ωȡτυ ÁÍ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ %Ä ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÁÇÅÓ 
ρπȡτυ ÁÍ (ÏÌÙ %ÕÃÈÁÒÉÓÔ  ÁÎÄ  ÓÔÒÅÁÍÉÎÇ ÏÎ &ÁÃÅÂÏÏË ,ÉÖÅ 
#ÏÆÆÅÅ (ÏÕÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÏÒÃÈ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÅÁÃÈ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ 
 

-ÏÎÄÁÙ 
ρςȡσπ ÐÍ  !! 
υȡσπ %ÖÅÎÉÎÇ %Æ-  
 
4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ 
ωȡσπ $ÁÙÔÉÍÅ %Æ- ρςȡσπ ÐÍ !! 
φȡσπ ÐÍ  "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙ  
 
7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ 
ωȡππ ÁÍ )Î3ÔÉÔÃÈÅÓ 
ρςȡππ ÐÍ (ÏÌÙ %ÕÃÈÁÒÉÓÔ   
 

4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ 
ρπȡσπ ÁÍ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÔÕÄÙ  
ρςȡσπ ÐÍ !! 
 
&ÒÉÄÁÙ 
ρπȡππ ÁÍ !! 
ρςȡππ ÐÍ  3!33%-ÓÅÃÏÎÄ &ÒÉÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÍÏÎÔÈ 
 
3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ 
ψȡσπ ÁÍ 0ÁÎÔÒÙɂ,ÁÓÔ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȢ 
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Parish Meeting Vestry Elections: Sunday, November 14th between the services at 9:30 am 

Back packs of Love: Thank you to all who donated food to this Outreach program! Our next in-

gathering is Sunday, November 14th. Drive by the office door after the late service to drop off your 
donations. 

Parish  Wordkay: 
We had a great turnout for our parish workday on October 2nd and we accomplished a lot of 
tasks.  There was garden clean-up, shrub trimming, mulch loading, hauling and spreading, vacuum-
ing of air returns, window cleaning, parking space line painting, sidewalk edging and cleaning of our 
front sign along with planting of flowers around it.  Here are some photos of the hard working crew 
on the grounds.  Thanks to all the parishioners who participated! ~ Jay Franklin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Angel Tree: 
Hello everyone! The angel tree is coming!! 
 

This ministry is to help the foster children in our county. The kids make a wish list and the gifts are 
chosen from that list.  
 

For those that are coming to church, there will be a tree with tags to choose from, then sign up on the 
form to let me know who took which gift.  Please 
 

For those that are not comfortable coming into the church building, there will be a sign up genius 
form coming also.  So stay tuned! 
     
Thank you for participating in this ministry. 
Carol Franklin 
 

Stewardship: 
Our pledge campaign for 2022, Every Perfect Gift, is going well.  

In-gathering Sunday will be November 21st.  Remember to bring your pledge card!  

You can also submit your pledge from the website (echos.net) or mail it to the church.  

So far we have received 20 pledges totaling $72,720.00. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 


