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From the President
Another story about native plants:
My wife Peggy and I are doing some remodeling in our yard. We
decommissioned our swimming pool, surrounding deck, and the
deck from our back door. It has been a ton of work. Peggy is an
ace with the “Saws All”.
This weekend we were talking to our contractor about doing
some patio work and installing a fire pit where the pool used to be.
As we were discussing some details with the contractor we started talking native plants that I will be planting as well. Alfred (not
his real name) told us he reserves some space on his property to
remain undeveloped and kept wild. He enjoys the birds, bees, and
butterflies and appreciates the native plants that support them.
As a matter of fact, he went on to say that when he does hardscape work for clients, many times the client feels like they have
to develop all of their property. Alfred’s recommendation is to
leave large swaths of their property undeveloped and left wild to
provide ecosystem services, and enjoy what nature brings.
So, because I am a Wild One, I appreciate his recommendation
to leave the property “undeveloped”. After Alfred left, I was
thinking about our conversation. I realized how powerful his suggestion is to clients. Not only does it serve our environment, but
because he is a hardscape contractor, he is making a selfless suggestion to his clients to not develop parts of their property. He is
potentially losing money by making such a suggestion. I just think
this is the kind of person I want to do business with, and be a
friend.
Have a great Summer,
Karl Ackermann

Visit us online at:
http://gw-wildones.org/
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m.
at Gibson Woods
unless otherwise noted.
June 3, 2017
Julie Duttlinger and Betty Huseman -

Lake County Soil & Water

Hosts: Sheree Bonke, Edie Bukwa

July & Aug, 2017
No Meetings - Enjoy your Summer
September 9, 2017 (2nd Sat.)
Reflecting on our Summer gardens.
Sedges- Pat Rosenwinkel & Joy Bower
Seed Gathering - weather permitting
Hosts: Barb Hargrove, Linda Bulla

October 7, 2017
Keith Nowakowski, Author/
Landscaper - Incorporating Native
Plants in your Garden
Hosts: Mickey Taylor, Ruth Komacsar

November 4, 2017
Katie Malcahn -Lake Co. Parks Dept.
Why Burns are Important
Hosts: Colleen Travis, Kelly Tripp

December 2 2017
Tree Decorating Naturally
Pot Luck

Karl Ackermann (that's me) is planning an open house this summer for The
Gibson Woods Chapter and Friends. I want to be able to show my yard in
transition. What I mean is that this is my second full summer of native plant
gardening. I have more native plants, less aliens, less lawn, and a lot of great
Wild Ones Friends (that's you). I am planning on Sunday July 23rdfrom noon
till 3:00 p.m. I will provide the main dish and refreshments. I will ask you
guys to bring a side dish to share. Please RSVP by July 4th. You can email
me at acks123@sbcglobal.net or phone me 708.790.1322. I will share my
address and directions then.
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Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2017 Officers

APPRECIATION
Yes, we are a very unique group… Gayle Tokarz gave thanks to all and I want to
mention how impressed I was with the number of members that showed up to
help set-up for the sale. In the past, when it came time to arrange the rooms,
maybe we had three people. This year we had eleven and within no time we were
done. Joy went home for lunch and when she came back she was shocked that it
was all set up.
What a great group!! Now it is time to think about 2018 Symposium.

President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net

Proud to work with you,
Pat Rosenwinkel

Vice –President:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net

SUMMER WATERING SCHEDULE
Please consider volunteering some of your time watering our plants during the
summer months. A sign-up sheet will be presented at our June meeting.

Secretary:
Colleen Travis
(219) 696-5567
ctravisa@gmail.com

SUMMER EVENTS
•

Cardno Open house - July 21 - RSVP requested by Cardno. If you'd like to
carpool with us, please notify Karl Ackermann or Kim Moor by June 10th.
Let us know if you'd rather drive or ride . More detail on event located in the
'Things To Do' section on page 6.

•

Karl Ackermann Open house - RSVP requested. More details on page 1.

•

Kankakee Sands - August 2nd. RSVP to Pat Rosenwinkel. Details to follow.

•

Assistant/Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com

Who wants to take a road-trip to beautiful South Haven, MI some time this
summer or fall to visit our dear friend Nanci Mahan? Please let Kim Moor
know if you're interested & we'll work on setting up a date that will work for
everyone.

•

End of Summer Plant Sale - We're still working on details to possibly have a
1-day booth at the end of August @ Griffith Central Market.

Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 15th

Kim Moor will send out an agenda around the first part of July with complete
information of these Summer Activities.

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Education:
Pat Rosenwinkel
Community Outreach:
Linda Cook
219-924-5013
earthday70@yahoo.com

Corresponding Secretary:
Marilynn Thompson
219-227-8374
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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SATURDAY, MAY 27TH
Karl Ackermann will be speaking at Elzinga Farms in Dyer. He’ll give his
presentation that he shared with us at our February meeting. If you can, come out
and give him your support! Details are on page 6 in the ‘Things To Do’ section.

AFTER THE JUNE MEETING
If anyone is interested in the Lurie Gardens plant sale, Barb Hargrove suggested
getting a ‘posse’ together to run out there after the meeting. Please contact Kim
Moor for Barb’s phone number if you’d like to make arrangements.
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JUNE MEETING
Lake County Soil Water Conservation District will introduce us to the many projects they are involved
with. LCSWCD is involved with schools from grades K-5th. grade. They discuss water, soils and nature. At our last symposium they were promoting pollinators. Please join us to get to know another
county agency.
------------------------------------

SEPTEMBER MEETING
At our September meeting, Pat Rosenwinkel & Joy Bower will spend some time talking about Sedges.
We will also share our summer garden experiences, so bring your stories & some pictures! After the
meeting, we will go outside & collect some seeds - weather permitting.

PLANT STUDY— By Mickey Taylor
Thimbleweed, Longhead thimbleweed, Windflower (Anemone cylindrica)
Anemone cylindrical is an herbaceous perennial,
native to Indiana and Illinois. It is easy to grow in
sandy or gritty, dry to
medium, well-drained
soils in full sun to part
shade. Drought tolerant after it is established.
Thimbleweed is a late
spring bloomer (JuneJuly). It is an upright
plant that grows to 1-2’ tall. Each plant has deeply
cut leaves and a whorl of smaller leaves located
half way up the stem. Multiple flower stalks rise
from the leaf whorl, each stalk contains a single
greenish-white, five-petal flower with a thimble-like
center containing many
stamens with yellow antlers. After blooming, the
center cone of each flower
turns into a cylindrical cone
as the seeds begin to develop. Each mature cone
contains many brown
seeds attached to cottonlike tufts that help spread
seeds by the wind.
Thimbleweed is native to
prairies, dry open woods,
slopes limestone glades, pastures and roadsides.
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There are no serious insect or disease problems.
Points of interest: anemone means wind in
Greek. The long
cylindrical cones
that helped give
the plants their
common names
easily identify the
plant species:
thimbleweed
(thimble-shaped
cone), long-fruited
anemone (long
cylindrical cone)
and candle flower
(candle-shaped
cone).
Zone: 4 to 7
Bloom Time: June-July
Height: 1-2’ tall
Light conditions: Full sun to light shade
Water: Dry to medium
Soil Conditions: sandy, gritty, well-drained soils
Tolerate: Drought, dry soil
Maintenance: Low
Garden Uses: Borders and rock gardens, native
plant gardens
SOURCES: WWW.MISSOURIBOTANICALGARDEN.ORG
PHOTO CREDITS: WWW.WILDFLOWER.ORG/PLANTS
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OUR PLANT SALE
Our 17th annual plant sale was a success. Even though the weather was a little on the chilly side, customers
were lined up down the sidewalk well before the sale began. In fact, our first customers were at the door about
45 minutes before the sale! Preliminary sale numbers were up from the past few years. We had plenty of volunteers working the sale - so we ran like a smooth running machine! There was plenty of yummy food available at
the potluck for volunteers to munch on throughout the day. The White Elephant sale made a decent amount of
money for the Gibson Woods bird food fund. Clean-up after the sale went like a breeze too!
A big THANK YOU to
everyone who helped and
for those who came out to
purchase native plants
from us. Our success depends on, not only volunteers throughout the entire
process, but our customers
too.
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YARD OF PHILIP MATSIKAS
A good friend of our Wild Ones chapter, Philip Matsikas, recently shared his story about the transformation of his yard & sent
some wonderful photos to help illustrate. Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could make this a regular section of our newsletter? If
you'd like to share your garden, please send me a little 'background' story & some photos. Also, if you are part of one of the many
community projects that are using native plants - particularly (but not exclusively), projects that Wild Ones has contributed to,
we'd like to hear about & see it!
Thank you for sharing, Philip!

History: In 2003, upon purchase, the yard was a "dead zone" in the City of Berwyn, a suburban lot and a
half, totally flat with very bad grass and in the backyard, two mature Norway maple trees (one planted far too
close to the house’s foundation), one mature plum tree and four mature yews on the side clipped within an
inch of their life into a rectangular hedge. Working on a tight budget, NO loads of earth have ever been purchased for the garden;,and all stone, rocks, tree trunks, and cool architectural stuff has been reclaimed/
repurposed, dragged home over the years by yours truly. Plants/seeds/roots/cuttings have been collected
(Illinois, Indiana, Virginia, Michigan sources) or purchased (often rescues that were really cheap at the end of
the season, but needing LOTS of TLC) throughout the years. I know I’ve needed to blend native plants with
cultivars (I’ve used green-leafed Japanese Maples as second story trees and a Plum Tree as the canopy, but
with a 4-story Silver Maple in the neighbor’s yard to the south and LOTS of shade I’m much about creating a
feeling of woodland for the garden’s inhabitants (lots of native bees, butterflies, birds, squirrels and rabbits)
and myself, working in as many natives as possible — I thought this
might be at least entertaining for you and your Wild Ones.
Best to all of you!
Philip
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Lurie Garden Plant Sale
Lake County Dragonfly Hunts
2nd & 4th Saturdays - May 13, 27;
June 10, 24; August 12, 26;
September 9, 23 - 9:00 a.m.
$2.00 per person - Ages 15+ - Various
Locations.

280 E. Monroe
Chicago, IL 60601

No registration required Cost: Free
Date: June 3 Time: 10am - 2pm
The Lurie Garden Plant Sale will offer a
variety of perennials and grasses to provide interest throughout the seasons, as
well as food and shelter for local fauna.
Practice identifying dragonflies as you
walk with a Lake County Parks Naturalist All proceeds support Lurie Garden public
at various locations throughout the area. programs. Please bring your own bags or
Binoculars and cameras welcome. Regis- boxes to transport your plants. Click
here to see the list of plants that will be
ter and get location details by calloffered at the plant sale.
ing 219.844.3188.

—-——————————

Robert Nevel – ‘Climate Change
and the Miller Garden Club’
The Miller Garden Club will hold its general meeting on Saturday June 17, 2017,
at the historic Marquette Park Aquatorium, 6918 Oak Avenue, Gary, IN 46403 at
10 a.m. This year’s featured speaker is
Robert Nevel an architect, urban farmer
and pioneer in the food and justice sustainability movement. He will speak on
“Climate Change and the Miller Garden
Club”.

He sits on the Board of Advocates for
Amanda Thomsen will be on hand to ad- Urban Agriculture and is the immediate
———————————
past president of KAM Isaiah Israel Convise, talk about plants, or answer quesElzinga Native Plant Seminar
gregation in Chicago. In 2009 Robert
tions about your garden, including those
founded the award winning, nationally
Karl Ackermann has a speaking enplants you are buying at the plant sale!
recognized, Food Justice and SustainaAs
seen
on
her
blog,
gagement at Elzinga Farm & Greenbility Program at KAMII. The program is
house on Saturday, May 27th. He will www.kissmyaster.co and her book, Kiss focused on transforming unproductive
Aster, Amanda helps you find inspirabe giving his presentation - ‘The Ben- My
tion anywhere to make your garden truly urban spaces into micro-farms and food
forests, improving access to fresh food,
efits of Using Native Plants in the
a reflection of you.
teaching urban agriculture and sustainaHome Landscape’ at 10:00 a.m. Their
Honey! This year they’ll be selling hivebility skills and advocating for healthy
address is 1587 Joliet St., Dyer, IN.
aged honey! Their honey is usually only
food systems and responsible energy,
Registration is requested, but walkavailable at the Urban Wild event, but this land and water use. Come to hear what
ins are welcome. 219-865-1181
spring the bees would like to sell some of Robert has to say about gardening in
the honey they had in the hive over win———————————
Miller’s urban landscape and the anticiter!
$10/6oz.
jar.
pated climate change. For further inforWeekly Bird Hikes
mation: Millergardenclub.org or facebook
University
of
Chicago
Press
will
also
Gibson Woods
———————————
be there with a table full of books! …If
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in Spring &
you’re looking for Lurie Garden staff, we’ll Open House - Cardno Native
Fall
probably be geeking out over at the book Plant Nursery
Throughout the Spring and Fall birders
table. Website: www.luriegarden.org
can find a variety of migrating bird speFriday, July 21, 2017 –
cies throughout Gibson Woods. Migrating
———————————
9:30am to 4:00pm EDT
species include thrushes, warblers, spar- Wildflower Walks
Rain or Shine
rows, and vireos. Walk with a naturalist
128 Sunset Dr,
Gibson Woods
every Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m.
Walkerton, IN 46574
Friday, June 9th at 9:30 a.m.
beginning April 19th through June 14th,
Tour the nursery grounds and production
Ages 10+, register at 219.844.3188
and they will resume again August 16th
facilities, take part in one of six engaging
through October 11th and see which spe- More than 300 species of native plants
workshops or presentations led by induscies you can find. This program is free,
are found at Gibson Woods, including a
try notables, enjoy lunch, buy native
and designed for adults.
variety of rare and unique species. Join a plants, take a botanical tour, and network
Lake County Parks naturalist for a walk
———————————
with your peers. You’ll also have an opMonthly Family Nature Walks through the nature preserve to learn more portunity to check out our nursery’s newabout our native flora. See the many vari- est products – including a line of subGibson Woods
eties of colors and forms that these flow- merged aquatics – take part in plant iden3rd Sat. of each month at 9:30 a.m.
ers produce. Gain a few identification tips tification, and earn continuing education
March-October
and discover how flowers are a benefit to credits.
the environment. Comfortable shoes and
Meet a naturalist at Gibson Woods and
For additional information, including a full
insect repellent are recommended.
bring the family to walk the trails and
schedule, list of speakers, and directions,
learn about the oak savanna and its in———————————
and to reserve a seat for the event or for
habitants. Join us each month to experia particular presentation, visit our webence nature’s fascinating flora and fauna Shirley Heinze Please feel free to share this invitaas the seasons change. This program is
2017 Educational Hike Series site.
tion with others in the industry who may
free, and designed for all ages. Specific
be interested. To allow for proper planSaturday, July 15, 9am-12pm - Native
dates are March 18, April 15, May 20,
June 17, July 15, August 19, September Pollinators at Cressmoor Prairie in Hobart ning, individual RSVPs are requested at:
www.cardnonativeplantnursery.com/
16, October 21, and November 18. Reg- with Jim Louderman.
about-the-nursery/2017-open-house
istration is required for all hikes . Please
Registration is required. Space is lim———————————
call 21 9.844.3188
ited. Details, click here.

—-——————————
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