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Christmas Tea on the Edna G
by Kitty Mayo
of ore on the north shore, the
Edna G is owned by the city, and
looked over by the Friends of the
Edna G, a nonprofit since 2018.
Working to preserve the history
of Two Harbors' iconic Edna G
tugboat, the Friends are setting up
tea times for the public.
At a special “pre-tea” members
of the Friends shared their knowledge, memories, and love of the
Edna G.
Carl Jarvi remembered living
on South Avenue as a boy, during
a time that his father, Lauri Jarvi,
walked to work every day. An engineer on the tug for 12 years under Captain Adolph Ojard, Lauri
Jarvi brought son, Carl, to work
with him from time to time.

Kitty and Brenna enjoying tea aboard the Edna G. (submitted photo)
Found on the signs and
websites for Two Harbors, the
Edna G tugboat has become a
symbol of the city, and is on the
National Register of Historic
Places.

Bieniek says putting herself in
the human Edna G's shoes, and
thinking about what life was like
when the tugboat was built and
put to work at Agate Bay in 1896
led her to thinking about things
like “tea time”, and the idea of
holding a Christmas Tea on the
tug caught her imagination.

Boni Bieniek says the idea of
holding a tea celebration aboard
the dear little tug came to her after writing a story for the 125year anniversary celebration this
summer. Bieniek penned a fictional diary from the perspective
of the tug's namesake: Edna
Greatsinger, the daughter of the
Duluth & Iron Range Railway's
president.

The maroon and gold tug
served to help ore boats move in
and out of the harbor until 1981,
except for the two years she was
commissioned to the East Coast
to help during WWI.
Now, emblematic of the history

“I remember I was on the tugboat when they were pulling an
ore boat in, and I remember the
foghorn on a foggy day when I
was growing up. The Edna G is
just iconic,” said Jarvi.
Kathy Glenn said, "The Friends
of the Edna G decided to do
something unique for a
fundraiser, and came up with an
idea that we hope envelops our
guests with holiday joy from bygone days, a Christmas Tea on
the Edna G."
Glenn says the event has two
goals: to keep the Edna G's
memory alive, and to raise funds
for her preservation. “We don't
want her to be forgotten,” said

By Kitty Mayo
younger children have been
found to be at significantly lower
risk of serious illness and death,
complications are possible.
“These rates are much higher
than for other diseases we already vaccinate kids for, vaccinating for Covid-19 can protect
our kids from complications like
severe inflammatory disease, as
well as long Covid,” said
Hanhan.

Hanhan is recommending that
his patients from age 5 and up
get the vaccine against the virus,
adding that rates of transmission
are very high in the Lake County
area right now.
“Kids can get Covid just as
easily as adults, and can spread it
to others, getting kids vaccinated
is another way to protect our
families and community, especially people who are the most
vulnerable,” said Hanhan.
There have been more than 2
million cases of Covid-19 reported in children aged 5 to 11 in
the U.S., with over 80,000 children hospitalized, and 94 deaths,
according to Hanhan. While

Asked how he weighs the unknown long-term risks of getting
the vaccine against having an infection from Covid-19, Hanhan
said: “We do know Covid is
causing long-term problems,
that's a fact. So far, there have
been zero serious side effects
from the pediatric population
tested in the vaccination trials. It
would be wonderful to have
long-term data, but we do know
Covid has long-term complications.”

Now the Friends are inviting
you and three of your friends
aboard the tugboat to enjoy tea,
hot chocolate, and an assortment
of finger sandwiches and desserts. You can sit at the bolted
down table in the cozy mess and
look out the porthole windows
that are wreathed in holiday
bunting onto the chilly Lake. A
series of tea times are set up for
every Friday, Saturday and Sunday starting the day after Thanksgiving, and running through the
last Sunday before Christmas.
(November 26th through December 19th).
You can make a reservation for
an unforgettable Christmas
memory at: https://
friendsofednag.org/events/
christmas-tea-on-the-edna-g/, or
call 218.595.0184.

Two Harbors
City Council
Approves Union
Contract
By Kitty Mayo

Local Physician Addresses Concerns About
Child Covid-19 Vaccinations
Dr. Tolga Hanhan is a physician at Lake View Clinic in Two
Harbors, and answered questions
about the risks of Covid-19 vaccinations for children in the 5 to
11 year age group, versus a
Covid-19 infection.

Glenn, adding that new steps for
boarding the vessel are on the
wishlist.

Side effects from the vaccine,
in the form of a sore arm at the
site of injection, muscle aches,
and fever can be expected, but
Dr. Hanhan says that in trials
childrens' reactions were milder.
“The trials showed much
milder symptoms, and also very
good news, that there were zero
serious complications,” said
Hanhan.
The largest unvaccinated population in the country is children,
says Hanhan, and getting them
vaccinated will contribute to
slowing the spread of the virus so
that more activities can return to
normal.
“I hope the vaccine for kids
will reduce the need for disruptions, like quarantining and
school closures, and that we can
move forward with after school
activities without risk and anxiety, important for social health
and well-being,” said Hanhan.

At the regular meeting of the
Two Harbors city council on
Monday, October 25th the council
finalized an agreement between
the city and city employees.
After some months of negotiation and several informational
pickets held at the municipal liquor store and city hall, the council approved a labor agreement
between the city and the
AFSCME Local #1123 through
the end of 2023.
The council voted to accept the
contract between the city and city
workers, with Mayor Chris
Swanson stating, “A lot of work
went into that, it's very appreciated and we're happy to get moving on.”
Prior to the agreement Aaron
Heim, union representative, said
they were fighting to preserve
their health insurance benefits. At
one point in the process the union
had filed an intent to strike notice.
At the same meeting the council voted to accept proposals
from Medica for renewal of employee health insurance with an
increase of 12%, and from Delta
Dental of MN for renewal of employee dental insurance policies.
The council also authorized a
letter of support for the “potential
hosting of the Tall Ships Festival
in Two Harbors in 2022.
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