At times the last month, 


I have wondered if I was sick 


or just delusional,



when I chose the chunks of text for preaching, 




especially as I am a little foggy brained after the past week.  

Why would I combine so many different ideas into one sermon?  


The beatitudes in 3 weeks, 


Lord's prayer in one, 


treasures in heaven and worrying in one week, 



and now all of chapter 7 in two weeks.  

We are used to hearing these 12 verses today 


in 4 sermons 

and the seventeen verse next week 


in at least 3 sermons 



thanks to the common lectionary 



and publishers groupings.

Can all of these be held together well?  

The good news is yes!  


With a little help for my Mission Group expended mind 


Dale Bruner's commentary reminded me of why I grouped these parts together.  

Today, 


Jesus does what any good orator does at the end of a oration.  

In the beatitudes, 


he told us what he was going to tell us, 

then in chapter 6 and the commands he told us, 

and now in chapter 7, 


he is reminding us what he told us.  Bruner calls today's section the Summation and next week's the warnings.  So chapter 7 can be seen as Jesus summing up everything he has already told us, and then next week we will hear how he warns us about what will happen if we fail to abide by his vision for life.


So how does Jesus sum up all he has told us?  

Jesus does it in two sets, 


verse 1-6 on judging 


and verses 7-12 on prayer.  

Verses 1-6 should pique our interest 


since we live in a world that is currently all about us all doing our own thing 


and being who ever we feel we should be,



without any judgment.  

We all need to hear this, 


because all of us have logs in our eyes 


while we try and get dust out of our brother's eye.  

Now the command to not judge is exactly that, 


a command.  

The text does not clarify what exactly we are not to judge.


So are people at State Fairs and 4-H conventions in trouble?

While no specific things are listed,


we are given some parameters.



The way you judge and the measure you use,




will be used for you.

The command is also a summary of the whole Sermon on the Mount.  

So, holding these pieces in tension, 


how do we hear this statement in context?  

Well, in our sermon so far, 


where are there similar statements?  



Where were we tempted to judge 




and Jesus gave us a different way of viewing things?  

The beatitudes are the first place.  


Jesus describes the poor in spirit, 


those who mourn, 


the meek, 


those who hunger and thirst for righteousness 



and tells us that all of them find a place in the kingdom 




something that we would not expect.  



This is our first hint 




that maybe we don't understand God's intentions as well as we think.  


When we move to the merciful, 


pure in heart, 


and peacemakers, 



we realize that if we think we know God's destiny for people, 




we won't be able to be these types of people.  


How can I be merciful 



if I have already decided that you are not worthy of God's mercy.  


If you have already made your own bed, 



now you have to sleep in it, 




there is no room for peace to be made.

When we reach the commands, 


Jesus makes it clear that God judges on a different rubric than we use.  

We leave murder as condemnable, 


he uses name calling as the standard.  

We have committing adultery as the standard, 


Jesus uses looking lustfully, 



glaring as the standard.  

We had eye for an eye, 


he invites us to love them more 


and go the extra mile.  

We want to love our neighbor and call that good.  


Jesus calls us to love our enemies 


and pray for those who persecute us.  

We obviously have the wrong criteria on which to make decisions about people 


and their standing in the world.

So the question is, 


Who's standards do you want to use?



Yours or Gods?

As we reach the devotions of giving, praying, and fasting, 


we also connect with verse 5 and the word hypocrite.  



The actor who does one thing for the audience, 



but behaves another way outside the spotlight.  

We have a tendency to grab onto certain areas of life 


and think that we have it all together.  

Sometimes however,


our strengths are the places where we are the most vulnerable.  



Our last few elections have cultivated the 




“Why can't they be more like me?” syndrome to its full fruit.  

In our judgments,


we are called to reserve final judgment on people,


the great last judgment.

There is a great difference between damning someone


and discerning someone.

“We are not asked to surrender the judgment of discrimination.

We are not to make final judgments on anyone, 


nor speak assuredly of people's real character, 


nor to pretend we know God's verdict on other people's lives.”

In case we might miss that point,


 Jesus offers a quick counterbalance in verse 6.  

We are not to judge, 


but we are to be discerning.  

Be aware that not everyone is in a place to hear what you have to say 


or respond well to what you are presenting.  

As a condo owner in Bozeman, 


when I place a “For Rent” ad,



 I get well over 75 responses in 48 hours.  

But I only check references on the 5 or 6 people 


who actually respond to my request for an application.  



If you are not willing to fill out an application to see the condo, 



I probably am better off putting my efforts into checking out someone else 




if I am looking for a responsible renter.  

So we find ourselves needing to discern, 


or as Luke's gospel says, 



listening to the Holy Spirit.  

But we also need to remember that 


determining anyone's final place 



is not for us to do.  

God is not done with them yet 


and he can change things in the blink of an eye in the most amazing ways.  

I know of one person in town 


who was transformation is largely attributed to a boat ride to check shrimp pots 



and fish a little.  

That was the little spark that was needed to change so many parts of their life.  


So to judge now, 



is to render a verdict, 



before all of the facts have been brought into the picture




and to try and play God.

The second summation Jesus has for us is A.S.K.  


The first word in English 



is an abbreviation for the whole thing.  


Ask, 


Seek, 


Knock.  


A-S-K.  

If we should be walking away from the Sermon on the Mount with one thing, 


it is that the Father is way more generous than we ever thought possible.  



He blesses the poor in Spirit, 



those mourning, 



the meek, 



those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.  


He calls us to be light and salt to the world through him.  


Jesus teaches us his prayer to ask of great and grand things of God.  



We find ourselves asking God to make himself Holy, 




do God's Will, 




to make his Kingdom come.  



We ask for our daily bread, 




forgive our debts, 




and save us from evil.  


We are told to ask for everything we could ever need.

Now there are some details to pay attention to 


that will calm many of our objections to God's behavior in our life.  

The first is the term “good gifts.”  


Jesus says, 



“If we who are evil, 




know how to give good gifts, 



how much more will our father in heaven 




give good gifts.”  

The Father desires to give us good gifts, 


which is different sometimes than what we ask for.  

I wanted a church to serve when I finished seminary.  


I had other options, 



but they would not have been good options for me.  



But they would have met what I was praying for.  


But my Father knew what I really needed.  

I wanted a dog for a long time, 


but the Father gave me a great dog 



who met all of my wishes and desires 



and filled others I did not know I needed at the time.  

At the same time, 


some of my prayer requests were answered with a “No.”  



Without which, 




I would still be in Boise, Idaho 




teaching elementary school.  


God answered that one with a “No” 



because he had something better for me.

Another detail we need to acknowledge is that everyone who asks 


receives, 


seeking, finds, 


and knocking has the door opened to them, 



are reminded of this at the end of the Sermon, 




as a summation of the sermon.  

So, if we are seeking to conquer the world through force, 


which is in direct conflict with being a peacemaker 


and loving our enemy, 



we are not really asking in the direction Jesus is speaking.  

But ask to be a peacemaker 

or seek the ability to love your enemy 


and your will receive and find.  

The Father, 


if he has not been clear enough yet, 



desires for us to talk to him about our lives.  

It is well and good to put it on the prayer chain, 

to tell our co-workers about what you need, 

to post on Swap about what you are in search of, 


but actually talking to the Father about it is often a last ditch priority.  

But that is not what God wants. 


He wants first priority.

My grandma used to tell the story of the White Buick LeSabre 


with blue interior 



that she wanted 



and told God about.  


Then the next day, 



she went to the car dealer 



and they had just had one delivered that morning.  

So she drove that car 

and told the story of God's faithfulness 


for the next decade or two.

The final detail we need to remember, 


is that in all of the prayers, 



we are asking, seeking, waiting for God to respond.  

Our independent streak can arise and want to tell us, 


don't ask, 


you are always asking 



and you are above that.  

Jesus says, 


“No, you are not.  



You need to ask for your daily bread, 



for your forgiveness, 



for evil not to overtake you.  


You are not as independent as you think.”  

If all we have comes from God, 


then we should not be afraid to ask God for everything we need.

In verse twelve, 


we get the balance that we experienced with verse 6.  



Where we were not to judge,




 but we were to think and discern.  



Here, we are to ask, seek, and knock, 




but we are to also use our imaginationin order  to be God's followers.  

We have the baseline for praying in the Lord's Prayer.  

But with the Golden Rule, 


we have a call for creativity. 

Jesus asks us to think of the world in which the beatitudes were a full grown reality, 


and then act as if we are in that world.  

This moves the golden rule from a retaliatory 

or even a debt based perspective, 


to a giving and serving perspective.  

Retaliatory looks like doing to you what you did to me, 


good or bad.  

Debt based would be, 


you bought me lunch, 


now I must buy you lunch.  

But the giving or serving perspective of Jesus says, 


“It sure would be nice if that person came and apologized to me.  



So I will go and apologize to them.”  


A sandwich would be nice, 



I will go make myself and others a sandwich.  

We move to a place where we are looking at the world around us 


and actively thinking how we can make it better.  

When we do, 


we just need to ask, seek, and knock 



and the father will fulfill all the parts that line up with his Kingdom.

So the two big themes of the sermon on the mount are: 


do not judge 


and ask the father.  

We do those two things, 


and we will find ourselves in a much better place to experience Jesus 



and his kingdom.

