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Bluefin Bay Resort brings back an old game show to show staff
appreciation
Supermarket Sweep was a televi- and a hammock along with numerBy Steve Fernlund

Bluefin Bay’s General Manager James Taylor (left), staff, and
Supermarket Sweep winner Evan Dunn (second from right) at
Buck’s Hardware in Grand Marais. (Submitted photo)

sion game show first aired in the
1960s. Contestants were followed
by cameras as they ran through a supermarket grabbing items off the
shelves to get the maximum dollar
amount in the cart.
The leadership team of Bluefin
Bay Family of Resorts resurrected
the concept as part of their staff recognition efforts this year. The five
member team, led by General Manager James Taylor, were looking for
ideas earlier this year to reward their
valued employees while supporting
local businesses.
“We bought $50 gift cards from
several businesses from Silver Bay
to Grand Marais,” Taylor said. Each
of their 105 employees received a
card. Since they all reside anywhere
from Silver Bay to Grand Marais,
they let each person pick the business they'd like.
The names of all 105 employees
then went into a hat and the winner
of the drawing, Evan Dunn, a restaurant manager at the resort, won
a “Supermarket Sweep” at Buck's
Hardware in Grand Marais valued
at $1,000.
On Wednesday morning last
week, Evan and the Bluefin crew
descended on Buck's to complete a
three minute shopping spree. A camera followed the determined Dunn
as he ran through the store picking
up gear for his deck redo that included a gas grill, outdoor carpets,

ous household and hardware items.
He was cheered on, and sometimes
helped, by co-workers and the
Buck's Hardware crew.
“It even surprised us with how excited everyone got,” said Taylor.
“Even the Buck's employees were
excited. There was lots of giggling
and general mayhem.”
After filling three shopping carts
and a flatbed in three minutes, Dunn
headed to the cash register. His haul
was over $1100 so some items had
to go back. “When I only had 30 seconds left I just started grabbing
things,” Dunn said. “I didn't need
some of the stuff for my deck project
so it was easy to decide what to put
back.”
Dunn, who has been with Bluefin
for less than a year, came to the
North Shore from a resort in Colorado. “I love it here. The management is great. It's like we're a family,” he said.
Taylor is delighted with the results
of this staff recognition effort. He
isn't sure how often they'll do these,
or what other rewards they may do,
but he believes in recognizing his
staff--especially in the trying times
of Covid and staffing shortages.
Employment at Bluefin is expected to rise from the current 105
people to over 130 this summer.
Video of Evan's sweep at Buck's
can be found on the Facebook pages
of both companies.

Jens North Shore Nursery: Grand Opening
By: Katee Rose
We did it! We made it through another Northern Minnesota winter!
As everything begins to thaw and
come back to life, one of the biggest things on residents minds is the
upcoming growing season!
Northshore resident Jen Ramsdell
has made her dream a reality. In the
last year she has been able to get a
40' x 100' greenhouse erected on her
property and has been busy bringing in the new season. Jen recently
resigned from her career of 15 years
at North Shore Mining and began
her plan to start up a plant nursery.
The first of two greenhouses was
built this past winter, so she went
ahead and started to get everything
ordered and began collecting the
needed supplies to get her dream off
the ground. The main greenhouse
will have all of the retail available
while the smaller one is being set
up to offer a more manageable climate controlled environment for
getting the seeds started, and they
will eventually be moved into the
larger one.
Jen says she loves plants and has
been gardening since she was a little
girl. Jen also has a bachelor's degree in soil science from UW Madison. “Dirt is my thing,” she says.
She studied soil chemistry, soil
physics, and agronomy - the science
of soil management and crop production. “My grand plan is to be
open for the planting season,

through mid July, and after that I
will do something special each
month. In August I will do a tree and
shrub sale, in October there will be
pumpkins, seasonal Christmas
items, etc.” During the off months
she won't be open every day, but
rather have occasional “pop-ups”.
Another thing she cares deeply for
is canning and will be selling canning supplies during those months,
as well as selling her produce and
own products.
Jen has plenty to offer everyone.
There are annuals, perennials,
veggies, berries, trees and shrubs,
seeds, potatoes, onion sets, gardening supplies, and tons of beautiful
flowers. “I am super open to
people's suggestions of what they
would like to see here,” she says. If
someone has some favorite plants
or products, she wants to know what
it is because it will probably be other
peoples' favorite as well. She wants
to know what folks want so she can
carry those things and keep those
items in stock. “My main focus of
this year was having all the plants
brought up and getting them super
super healthy….I want everything
to be super healthy and I want
people to be really happy about what
they get here.”
Everything she has stocked for perennials is good for either zone 3 or
zone 4. In her area of Silver Bay/
Finland, it is considered a zone 4

Jen’s North Shore Nursery is ready for business!
(photo: Jen’s North Shore Nursery facebook)
growing region. Whereas, farther up
Hwy 1, closer to Isabella, they are
considered to be in zone 3. (https://
planthardiness.ars.usda.gov) “I have
a lot of things that have been developed by the University up in
Winnipeg, so if it can make it
through Winnipeg, if it's meant for
that, we are good.”
She also tries to research and seek
out the certain varieties of plants that
do well in any kind of soil. “It's great
for holding in the lake right? The
clay is. But it's not great for planting in, so I try to get things that can
adapt to the clay a little bit better...

and try to make it easier on
people… I was really picky when
I was choosing what to have here.”
Starting later this week she will
be building out a nook area in the
corner of the greenhouse and offering alcohol free drinks. Her in
season hours will be everyday,
Monday thru Sunday, from 9-5pm
except for Thursday which she will
be open until 7pm, until the busy
season is over. The nursery is located at 5843 Highway 1. Check
out her Facebook page under Jens
NorthShore Nursery, or give her a
call at 218-409-2089.
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