Woodbury United Methodist Messenger
Wednesday, September 6, 2017

Sunday, September 10, is

Rally Day!
Children’s Sunday School Classes Begin
at 10:45 AM
This Sunday, our church’s children will begin a new year of exploring the Bible and growing in their faith. Thanks in advance to
the outstanding group of teachers who will lead them:
Pre-K – 2nd grade: Erin Hankey, Jessie Lynch, Toby McGrath
3rd – 5th grade: Paul Beavers, Jr., Leeah Joo, Mike Roche
Middle School: Mollie Cole, Catherine Styblo, Meg Temple
Substitute: Kathleen Roche

Fall Sermon Series

FAQ’s of the Faithful
Sunday, September 10:
How Can I Change What I Don’t Like About Myself?
Romans 7:15-25

Welcome, Rev. Alpher Sylvester
An Installation Service for new Connecticut District Superintendent Alpher Sylvester will be held on
Sunday, September 10, at 4:00 PM at Nicholls UMC, Trumbull. A reception will follow. This will be
the first opportunity for many in our district to meet and hear from Rev. Sylvester and to express our
support for his ministry among us. Please see Pastor John if you wish to carpool.

REV. ALPHER SYLVESTER STATEMENT OF CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE
Rev. Sylvester was born into a Christian home, the seventh of ten children on the island of Trinidad and Tobago, to Elon and
Elsie Sylvester. His father is a retired Baptist Bishop. Alpher is the seventh of ten children. He accepted Jesus Christ as his
personal savior at an early age and has consistently pursued a course that celebrates his master and his Lord; Alpher is an avid
worshiper and brings passion and excellence to bear on all that he does. The love that he feels for his wife Carlene Sylvester
and their children Nicholas, Simon and Vanessa could only be approximated by his love for God’s people. Alpher celebrates the
strictness of his upbringing. Sunday school and later mandatory preaching and teaching assignments, taught him to love God’s
word and to make GOD the center of his earthly experience. He has successfully utilized his gifts and testimony to reach and
minister to others extensively on the continent of Africa, Europe and the Middle East. As part of his ministry commitment yearly,
he sponsors pilgrimages to Israel, Turkey, Jordan, Egypt, Ghana and South Africa. Alpher holds a Masters of Public
Administration, Magna Cum Laude – CUNY, a Masters of Divinity, Magna Cum Laude and a DMin from Drew University,

Madison New Jersey. He has successfully held several senior administrative positions while working in the public sector.
Additionally, he has lectured at NYU and other institutions. He has been the recipient of several awards including African
American Research Foundation Award, Academic Distinction Business and Economic Award, York College Honor Society
Award, Deans List Scholar – York College, Delta Mu Delta National Business Honorary Society Award, John Jay Graduate
Scholar Award, Drew University Pulpit Oratory and Manner Award. In Reverend Sylvester’s words: “As a good steward, I feel
compelled to carefully illuminate the unadulterated word of GOD and to endeavor to sharpen my ability to exegete scripture
through an unwavering dedication to exegetical preaching. My ultimate goal is to empower God’s people and to enrich their
lives. To this end, I believe that I have been a blessing to the body of Christ.” And, if all these things are partially indicative of
God’s calling on people’s life and evidence of a sense of God’s call on my own life then, indeed, I am called to ministry and
blessed to be given the opportunity to serve God’s people. In his service,
Rev. Dr. Alpher Sylvester

Prayer Vigil for Our Nation Continues
On August 29, our church hosted a spontaneous prayer vigil in the wake of racial bigotry and violence in Charlottesville, Virginia,
and the horrific damage caused by Hurricane Harvey in southeast Texas. In the meantime, another hurricane looms in the
Caribbean, international peace is threatened by escalating tensions with North Korea, and our own nation struggles to find a just
way of treating immigrants.
With all of these concerns in mind, a thoughtful church member has suggested that WUMC provide space and time for an
ongoing prayer vigil. The sanctuary will be open for prayer and meditation during office hours starting next Tuesday,
September 12. A special candle will be lit as a call to prayer for universal peace and comfort for those most affected by human
hatred and natural disaster. In the words of our church member, this is an opportunity to “Stop, Drop, and Pray.”

Children and Youth Ministry News
SUNDAY SCHOOL
SEPTEMBER 10: Sunday school starts for grades Pre-K thru 8th. HALL MONITOR VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!
YOUTH GROUP: Youth group begins again on Sunday, September 10th at 6:30 pm (Adult leaders/volunteers arrive by 6:15
PM). We will hold elections for youth group's Youth Leadership council. Youth group is open to all youth in grades 6 through
12.
ACOLYTES: Additional help is needed for acolyting this year. Children in 3rd grade and older and all teens are welcome to
serve as acolytes. Parents, please contact Catherine Styblo if your son or daughter would like to be an acolyte.

Women’s Bible Study
WUMC Women (all ages) Bible Study will begin a study of the Psalms. Please join us September 10 to November 12,
Sunday mornings from 9:00 am to 9:45 am. For further information please contact Jen Carnes at 203-264-2352

WUMC COVENANT BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES
COVENANT is a 24 week in-depth group Bible study, in which people read and discuss the Bible together…
Learning how to love God—and each other—better.
We invite you to join…
The final 12 weeks:
Living the Covenant and Trusting the Covenant
Continuing with Episode 13
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM & Wednesdays at 11:30 AM
Study Books Available at Church Office - $20
Learn more at: CovenantBibleStudy.com
Or Contact: Bud Behlman
(203) 206-9276 . budbehlman@charter.net

FUNDRAISING REMINDERS
Sunday, October 1st - WOW Festival - Meander on Main Street 2:00-6:00 PM. We have a table at the
WOW Festival again this year. We will be selling baked goods (no pies), and coffee, tea and lemonade. Our
table will be located in front of the church on Main Street. Volunteers are needed to make baked goods and/or
help work the table during the day. We are also looking for a “handyman” to build us a tabletop Lemonade
stand, any volunteers? Please contact Linda Rockhill or Kathy Craig if you can help out. There is a sign-up
sheet in Fellowship Hall.
Saturday, October 28th - Come have an Autumn Silent Auction Dinner with Elvis. Our menu will include
chili, salad, corn muffins and desserts. Tickets will be sold in advance so we have an idea of head count. One ticket price only,

$15 per person, which includes dinner at 5:30-6:30 PM. Silent Auction closes at 6:30 PM and Elvis will arrive for 7:00 PM. This
event will be advertised and open to the public. Volunteers will be asked to make chili the day of the event and help with set-up
and break-down. Servers will also be needed and well as help with a silent auction. Please sign up in Fellowship Hall. Speak to
someone on the Fundraising Committee if you have an auction item for the table. We’re looking for area gift certificates or gift
cards for stores or restaurants, services; i.e., dry cleaners, hair salons, nail salons, hardware stores, etc. You can even donate a
“slightly used” item if you want. What's your favorite Elvis song?
Please let the fundraising committee know how you can help. Also let us know how we can help your committee with any
fundraising.

Other Dates to Save
Save
Saturday, September 23, 2017 from 4:00 – 6:00 PM – Pasta Dinner
(contact Joann King if willing to volunteer)
Saturday, December 2, 2017 – WUMC Christmas Café
(contact Joann King and Linda Rockhill if willing to volunteer)
More information will follow soon!
__________________________________________________________________

CHOIR NEWS
Bell Ringer Needed
The Handbell Choir needs a ringer for the 2017-18 Season. No musical experience is necessary (but a little bit is helpful).
Reheasals are held on most Wednesdays from 6:30 to 7:30. It's great fun and very rewarding! Interested? Want to know more?
Speak to Donna or a current handbell choir member.

Kudo Korner
Anna Bower Richardson was selected as a Presidential Honors Scholar by the Scholars Faculty Review Committee at New York
University. Admission to the program is based upon freshman-year academic record, leadership, and overall potential.
Julia Bower Richardson was chosen to be the Soprano Section Leader for the Pomperaug High School Chorale.
Grace Bower Richardson received a scholarship to attend a ballet intensive at Joffrey Ballet in New York City.
Freshman student Vernessa Kingsbury has been named a research assistant in the Department of Anthropology at the
University of Connecticut at Storrs. Anthropology is Vernessa's declared major. Congratulations!

The Prayer Corner:
In rehabilitation: Dick Kahn (River Glen, Southbury)
Recovering at home: Carol Hennessey, Anne Spry (friend of Carol Hennessey); Dot Bulls-Petty, Betty Marucci; friends of
Kathy Craig friend of Kathy Craig
Outpatient: Dorothy Morosco
In skilled nursing: Theresa DiPrimio, friend of Kathy Craig (Apple Rehab, Watertown)
Outpatient treatments: John Fleming; Jean Lilly, mother of Meg Temple (Cincinnati, OH); Will Styblo, infant son of David and
Katie Styblo and nephew of Jim and Catherine Styblo (Franklin, Tennessee)

Inpatient rehabilitation: Marie Petty, aunt of Kathy Craig (Abbott Terrace, Waterbury)
Please continue to remember: John Fleming, Frank & Mary Vindigni, (parents of Pete Vindigni),
Paul Hatch, the Keith family, Manny Gesh, Gladys Ayars (stepmother of Carolyn Shay), Beth, Jillian &
Alex Buzzannco, Kelly Etcheto, Vernessa Kingsbury, Jim Congdon, Jane True, Carol Hennessey, Blair
Feller, Marilyn Bender, Alan Bender (son of Marilyn & Dale Bender), Dorothy Morosco, Eddie Lenox
(son of Grace Bell), Ethan Murphy, (great grandson of Grace Bell), Brigitte Weimann, Ryan DeRidder
and family, Ernest & Mary Jo Corraro, Laura & Stuart Brush, Lindsey Oppel, and Janet Grant (sister of
Betty Lines), and Dom D’Agostino, (friend of Kathy Craig).
If you would like to send someone a birthday card, please see our website @ www.woodburyumc.net for this
month’s birthday listing.

______________________________________________________________________
Fellowship Hosts And Altar Flower Opportunities:
An Altar Flower sign-up sheet is posted in Fellowship Hall. Please get the dates you want now to take advantage of this
wonderful ministry. If you want your flowers dedicated in the bulletin for a special occasion, please be sure to make us aware of
that when ordering.
Many opportunities are available to host Fellowship Hour during the year. If you would like to host a Sunday, please be sure to
sign up on the chart in Fellowship Hall.

HOUSEKEEPING NOTES FROM THE OFFICE. . .
When attending worship on Sundays, parking is available in the C.L. Adams lot; however, please do not block the
entrance towards the back of the lot as that inhibits the tenant’s access in and out of the lot. Thank you.



HANDICAPPED PARKING - - these are the three spaces outside the office doors (Church Street Entrance). Please do
NOT park there unless you have a handicapped parking tag. If you do park there, please be sure to leave enough room for
the people using the handicapped ramp.
•

Office Hours - Tuesday thru Thursday 8 am – 2 pm & Friday from 8 am - 1 pm. The answering machine will be
checked daily; however, if you have a pastoral emergency, you can call Pastor John Thomason @ (203) 263-7575.
Thank you!
Messenger deadline – 10 AM on Wednesday for Wednesday afternoon publication!
Please see
information for article submission. To keep the formatting to a unified look and also save on time of reformatting
articles to fit, please use Full Justification, Arial font 9.5 size with font 10 size for headings. Thank you!

MINISTRY MEETING DATES for 2017 – NOW THAT SUMMER IS OVER AND MEETINGS WILL RESUME,
PLEASE SEND YOUR MINISTRY MEETING DATES TO KATHY TO BE ADDED TO THE CHURCH WEB
CALENDAR AS WELL AS LISTING IN THE BULLETIN AND MESSENGER.
A 2018 calendar has been ordered and will be placed on the wall in the office. Please remember to submit your ministry
meeting dates to the office (by email) so they can be added to the wall calendar as well as the
web calendar at our website or feel free to enter them on the calendar for next month’s date when
you are leaving your meeting. This will let everyone in the community know how active a church
body we are at WUMC.
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION UPDATES???
Please continue to send any changes in names, addresses, phone numbers, emails, etc. please
send them to wumc@woodburyumc.net.

Calendar of Events at WUMC for next week:
All Ministry Chairs – please submit any ministry meeting times to the office so they can
be put onto the calendars each week (Messenger, Office & Web). Thank you!
Sun., September 10

8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Men’s Ministry
(Fellowship Hall)
Women’s Ministry
(Downstairs classroom)
(Sanctuary)
Morning Worship (Rally Day)
Sunday School
(Downstairs classrooms)
Fellowship Hour
(Fellowship Hall)
Installation Service for Rev. Alpher Sylvester, Nicholls UMC, Trumbull, CT
Youth Group
(Fellowship Hall)

Mon., September 11

7:00 p.m.

Mission and Outreach Ministry Team meeting

(Assembly Room)

Tues., September 12

6:30 p.m.

Weeknight Covenant Bible Study resumes

(Assembly Room)

Wed., September 13

11:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Weekday Covenant Bible Study resumes
Bell Choir Rehearsal
Voice Choir Rehearsal

(Assembly Room)
(Assembly Room)
(Assembly Room)

Thurs., September 14

7:00 p.m.

Church Council Meeting

(Assembly Room)

Sun., September 17

8:45 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.

Men’s Ministry
(Fellowship Hall)
Women’s Ministry
(Downstairs classroom)
Morning Worship
(Sanctuary)
Sunday School
(Downstairs classrooms)
Fellowship Hour
(Fellowship Hall)
Progressive Dinner for Woodbury Community Services Council (Fellowship Hall)

Kathy Craig, Office Manager
Woodbury United Methodist Church
Open Hearts . Open Minds . Open Doors
4 Church Street, Woodbury, CT 06798
(203) 263-4775 . www.woodburyumc.net
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