Presidents message -December, 2014
Buona sera,
Well, we begged for rain, now it won't stop. We hope the snow hits hard in the mountains so we will have enough
water for the year, so I say let it rain. Elections have come and gone, our lodge now has new officers along with a
new President. Please join me in congratulating all the new officers. I am sure they will all do their best to serve
the Order the best they can.
By the time you read this, our Christmas party will be over. You can be very proud that we have made out the
check for $1,000.00 to help buy food for the North Valley Catholic Social Services to help feed needy families in
our area.
Our lodge voted on donating funds ($2,000.00) to the Weed lodge to help the 5 - Sons of Italy members that lost
their homes. This is truly in the spirt of Sons of Italy. I will be attending the Weed lodge luncheon on the 14th with
two other members to make the donation. Shasta Lodge along with Paradiso lodge will also be in attendance.
Remember we will not have a regular meeting in December; our Christmas party is the meeting.
Since this is my last President's message, I wanted to thank all my Brothers and Sisters of our lodge for giving me
the opportunity to serve as your president for the past 8 years. I have always looked at our lodge members as my
other family. I am fraternally grateful for your friendship and support you have given me. As our lodge moves
forward into an unknown fast paced electronic space age era, It will take new young ideas to continue to grow
and move forward. I feel I have accomplished one of my missions in getting the Chico Sons of Italy name out in
the main stream but I know we still have a long way to go. God bless all of you and Have a wonderful Merry
Christmas and a great New Year.
Hope to see you all at or first regular meeting of the year on January 15th as we swear in your new officers.
Rispettosamente
Michael Colletti Smith

OSIA Mission:
To serve as the leading organizational voice on behalf of the cultural, social, political
and economic issues of importance to Americans of Italian heritage.

December Birthdays

Buon Compleanno

ELIZABETH COLUCCI
LORENZO DE MAINE
EUGENIO FRONGIA
LISA HEUSCHKEL
NICK KATZ
RON PETERSON
MANUEL SALCIDO

Officers Meeting 4th
Reg. meeting is our Christmas party 11th

JANICE SALVO-WHITE
DAN SANFILIPPO
FRANK SISCO
JANELL SMITH
TYLER SMITH
SHARON VAZQUEZ

No Dine-out
In December

Sons of Italy Bellini Lodge #2519
Meeting Minutes
November 20, 2014
Opening: President Michael Smith opened the meeting at 7:15p.m.
Buona sera, spero che tutto va bene Good evening, I hope everyone is well.
Chaplain: Ellie Azzarito – opening
Roll Call of Officers: Absent were: Ex-President Elmer Silvera, Historian
MaryAnn Silvera, Trustee Cathy Lucido, Chaplain Roseanne Chiracosta.
Welcome Guests: David Vallelunga (a friend of Gary Smith's) played lovely
music for us this evening on his accordian. Les & his wife, guests of Joe Azzarito
Gary & Ruth from Olive-a-Sudden. They graciously donated some of their
product; Blue cheese seasoning shakers. Frank Scotella's beautiful Mother-inlaw (93 yrs old!) from Connecticut.
New applications for members: none
Meeting Minutes: Meeting minutes from our last meeting have been published
in our Bellini Notes. A copy of them are available on line for anyone to review.
Changes to be made to the October 16, 2014 Meeting Minutes as per John
Jefsen: John Jefsen's mother's maiden name is Enrici (not Ricci).
They are from a village North of Torino (not Trevino).
Payments: Debbie Rossi – A bill was paid to John Jefsen $142.98 for cheese
shakers.
- It was voted on and approved to send $100 to the Il Leon. Sent Oct. 7 th.
Financial Reports: Checking account balance was read by Debbie Rossi.
She noted that in January she will be addressing dues and delinquent members.
Treasurer Report: Franco DiLorenzo read the checking, savings and 2 CD
balances.
Trustee Report: Debbie Rossi stated that the Trustees went over the books last
month. Everything was balanced and in good standing.
Communications: Two letters from the IRS. Debbie Rossi will take care of.
SOI Newsletters from: Shasta, Sacramento & Paradiso Lodges.
Committee Reports:
Sunshine: Roseanne Chiracosta is home recovering from back surgery.
MaryAnn Silvera is back home. Reno Ricci is doing well. Cathy Lucido tripped
while getting out of her car and twisted her knee.
Roseanne Bradley's daughter got married two weeks ago. Her son is engaged.
Sue Grave's dog got trimmed..... :)
Sue & Ken have a Bocce Ball Court now, built by our very own Steve Soldavini of
Soldavini Construction.
Membership: The next event will be a function at the Sicilian Cafe. Stay
tuned.....
Christmas Party: To be held Thursday December 11th at the Newman Center.
No host cocktails at 5:00 p.m., dinner served at 6:00p.m. Polenta & Sausage.
Tickets are $10. Cathy Lucido will call to get a head count.
Set-up help is needed starting at 3:00p.m. Need about 3 people to
help decorate—see Yvette Sanfilippo.
Michael will check to make sure that JB's has some decent wine.

MaryAnn Silvera wants to come and was wondering if there's a wheelchair
ramp. Several members said not to worry, they'd carry her in if needed.
Weed Lodge: There will be a luncheon Sunday December 14th at the Weed
Lodge for those making donations in the fire aftermath. Shasta will be donating
$1500, Paradiso $500. All of those members who lost their homes did have
insurance. Debbie called and spoke to the Weed Lodge President. Anyone
wishing to make a personal donation can do so through Debbie Rossi.
A recommendation was made by Debbie Rossi to give another $1000 from our
Golf Tournament proceeds making it a $3000 donation. Rocky Santulli made the
motion to give $2000, Frank Scotella made the 1st and Franco DiLorenzo made
the 2nd. All were in favor. The vote is that we will be donating $2000 to the Weed
Lodge.
Officer election results: The new slate of Officers for 2015 two year term
are:
President- Gary “Colletti” Smith
Vice President- Steve Soldavini
Recording Secretary- Yvette Sanfilippo
Financial Secretary- Debbie Rossi
Treasurer- Franco DiLorenzo
Orator- John Jefsen
Mistress & Master of
Ceremonies- Marilyn & Ron Cervantez (pending membership status change
from Social to Associate).
Guard- Frank Scotella
Historian- Ellie Azzarito was nominated by John Jefsen and accepted.
Laurie Smith made the 2nd, Ellie was voted in as Historian.
Trustees- Gayleen DiLorenzo
Cathy Lucido
Joe Azzarito
Rita Brunelli
Georgia Scotella
Sal Aiello
Delegates- Two are needed and will be elected in February.
Committees that will need to be filled as soon as possible:
Sunshine- one person
Membership- at least 3 people
Scholarship- at least 3 people
Chaplain- one person
***Our January Meeting will be the installation of new Officers.
Close of Nominations: A 1st made by Rocky Santulli, 2nd by Holly Soldavini.
New Business:
Dylan Smith, President Michael Smith's grandson spoke to the Order about his
opportunity to participate in Sojourn to the Past, an educational seven-day
excursion to meet and speak with participants and leaders of the AfricanAmerican civil rights movement in the deep south.

Dylan finds it fascinating to be able to expand his understanding and to compare
the actions taken by Italian Americans and African-Americans while fighting for
equality. Students from his High School, (Inspire) are attending as well as others
from Bay Area schools. He is asking for help with financial assistance, no
donation amount is too small and is tax deductible. Dylan has raised $500 by
himself so far, but still needs another $2000 which is due in January. Learn more
by visiting the website at www.sojournproject.com. A motion was made to donate
$100 to Dylan, 1st made by Rocky Santulli, 2nd by Laure Smith, all were in favor.
$100 will be donated to Dylan Smith.
Susan Roselli inquired about us purchasing her biscotti's ($1.00 each x 100) as
dessert for the Christmas Party. Michael mentioned that maybe it wouldn't be
appropriate because we don't know some of the people that attend. No further
discussion ensued.
John Jefsen brought up a recommendation that Gary Smith had made to add
“wine tasting” to our Spaghetti Dinner. The idea sounds good to many and Gary
already has wineries that are interested in attending. Gary offered to Chair this
part of the Spaghetti Dinner and get it going 2016. If you are interested in getting
on this Committee, see Gary.
Raffle:
$100 Raffle: Rocky Santulli.
50/50: Sue Graves.
Wish you were here: Roseanne Bradley won $30 and donated it to Dylan Smith.
Good of the Order:
State Deputy for Shasta Lodge Elmer Silvera – absent
State Deputy for Paradiso Lodge Sal Aiello:
Their chicken and Polenta dinner and show will be at the beginning of the month.
There will be an after party at the Aiello's home. Their Christmas party is coming
up and like ours, Santa is always in attendance giving the children gifts. Elections
are on Tuesday and they have a full slate of officers.
State Deputy for Shasta Lodge Jim Lamanna:
Jim stated that we had a great meeting and that our donation to the Weed Lodge
is above and beyond. He said the Weed Lodge is looking forward to whoever
comes to present checks on December 14th, Sunday at the SOI Hall on Clay St.
Please RSVP Peggy Saletti 530-938-2881 if you will be attending.
He reads about our Membership in our Newsletter and says we are the best up
North! Upcoming is their Thanksgiving and Veterans Day Dinner with all
proceeds going to their Scholarships. Their catering jobs are ongoing. January
will be the Crab Feed, call John D'Mateo for tickets quick as they sell out. He said
that Dylan did a good job in presenting his cause. He and Tina can't be here for
our Christmas Party, but are donating $15 to our raffle. In closing, he and Tina
wish all of us a Happy Thanksgiving a marvelous Christmas and a great New
Year! God Bless, Jim.
Chaplain: Ellie Azzarito – closing.
Meeting adjourned: By President Michael Smith at 8:20p.m.
Respectfully submitted by: Recording Secretary, Yvette Sanfilippo,
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Need a Ride?
President Gary “Colletti” Smith would like to encourage more
members to attend the General Meeting. If you are not able to attend
because you need a ride, please call one of the Officers, listed right
here in the Bellini Notes. They would be happy to give you a ride.

MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
We are now selecting NEW
Members to run our
Membership Committee! This is
a very fun committee to be a
part of, as it is an opportunity to
bring new ideas and fun events
to our group!
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