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Deletions are highlighted and struck through in the text. 

 

Chapter 9. 

THE PASTOR 

*C9.01. Authority to call a pastor shall be in this congregation by at least a two-thirds majority ballot vote 
of members present and voting at a meeting legally called for that purpose. Before a call is 
issued, the officers, or a committee elected by this congregation to recommend the call, shall 
seek the advice and help of the bishop of the synod. 

*C9.02. Only a member of the clergy roster of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America or a 
candidate for the roster of ordained ministers who has been recommended for this 
congregation by the synodical bishop may be called as a pastor of this congregation. 

*C9.03. Consistent with the faith and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

a. Every ordained minister shall: 

1) Preach the Word; 

2) Administer the sacraments; 

3) conduct public worship; 

4) provide pastoral care; and 

5) speak publicly to the world in solidarity with the poor and oppressed, calling for justice 
and proclaiming God’s love for the world. 

b. Each ordained minister with a congregational call shall, within this congregation: 

1) offer instruction, confirm, marry, visit the sick and distressed, and bury the dead; 

2) supervise all schools and organizations of this congregation;  

C9.03.b2.01 The pastor’s supervisory duties shall include general oversight; signature on applicable 
forms and documents; consultation with interested parties; a visible presence in the 
schools and organizations.  

C9.03.b2.02 The pastor shall make cooperative decisions with the interested parties.  

3) install regularly elected members of the Congregation Council; and 

4) with the council, administer discipline. 

c. Every pastor shall: 

1) strive to extend the Kingdom of God in the community, in the nation, and abroad; 

2) seek out and encourage qualified persons to prepare for the ministry of the Gospel; 

3) impart knowledge of this church and its wider ministry through distribution of its 
periodicals and other publications; and endeavor to increase the support given by the 
congregation to the work of the churchwide organization of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) and of the Northwest Washington Synod of the ELCA. 

*C9.04. The specific duties of the pastor, compensation, and other matters pertaining to the 


