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DRAIN BARRELS
Increasing Public Awareness to Improve Water Quality
Backyard Watershed Retrofits

· The most important things you can do to help protect and restore your neighborhood stream are very simple! 

· Backyard behaviors are just as important as backyard stormwater practices
A common backyard watershed retrofits is the use of rain barrels

What Is a Rain Barrel?

· A rain barrel is a temporary storage device connected to a roof downspout, typically including a hose attachment to allow for reuse of rooftop runoff. It operates as a collection system that stores rooftop runoff to be used later for activities such as lawn & garden watering, car washing, and window cleaning. 
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Why Use a Rain Barrel?

· Residential irrigation can account for up to 40% of domestic water consumption in a given area. 
· Runoff from your property will be reduced. 

Where Can I Get One?

· Most major lawn and garden centers. 

· On the world wide web. 

· Make your own!
Where On the World Wide Web Can I Get One?

· The Garden Watersaver 

      www.gardenwatersaver.com 
· Gardeners Supply Company http://www.gardeners.com 

· Rainpail http://www.rainpail.com  
· Spruce Creek Rainsaver www.sprucecreekrainsaver.com/barrel.html 

· Midwest Internet Sales http://www.midwestinternetsales.com/rainbarrels.htm 
· Plastmo 

      www.rio.com/~plastmo/gardnh2o.html 
· The Urban Rain Barrel 

www.greenculture.com/ps/pp_ws.html
Before You Install One...

· Checks with your local government -- rain barrels are not appropriate for all houses!
· Make sure you choose one that redirects overflow back into your downspout.

After You Install One...

· Empty it before winter comes! 

· Use the water in the rain barrel to water trees, your lawn or landscaping in between rainfall events and during dry spells.

You should consider at least…

· Disconnecting your downspout from the storm drain to allow flow onto your lawn or into a landscaped area.
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