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The President’s…………....Pipings…………....Cindy Ericksen
It’s for the Bees
First, let me thank you for your trust in me to lead the North Olympic
Peninsula Beekeeper Association as the President in 2015. And second,
‘Congratulations!’ to the newly and re-elected board members.
This year I hope to keep us focused on our organization’s purpose …to promote the common interest and general welfare of beekeeping,
to protect honeybees, to encourage good bee management practices
and encourage good public relations with all audiences. As a part of
that focus, I want to publically thank and acknowledge Mark Urnes,
our devoted Education Coordinator & Beekeeper Trustee for his ongoing willingness to share his time, knowledge and love of bees with
members of the club and many others of all ages.
It is my hope that our club will invite and welcome more members to
share their love of bees in their own way as we journey through this
year. A number of our veteran beekeepers already extend their hand
to new and aspiring beekeepers supporting them on their beekeeping
path, inform us of new threats to honeybees, and enlighten us to
emerging trends in the beekeeping – we are grateful for their contributions, though it is within all of us to share what we have learned.
For the sake of supporting the health and vitality of the honeybees on
the Olympic Peninsula:


Attend NOPBA meetings and field days.



Read widely -honeybee literature and journals.



Enroll and complete the WSBA Apprentice or Journeyman Bee-
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keeping Certification.



Support an aspiring beekeeper of any age through a formalized
mentoring program.



Volunteer to participate in educational requests including the
County Fair and a proposed pollinator learning experience for kids
currently under development.

More on all of these topics will follow in subsequent newsletters.
Buzzing with anticipation in the New Year,
-–Cindy

The Vice President…………Buzzings…….….Meg Depew
Hello from Anaheim!
First, I'd like to say how exciting it was to attend my first NOPBA board meeting in December. There are many motivated and dedicated people representing
you. We brainstormed a whole bunch of great ideas for the coming year. But we
serve you, so please be forward with your ideas so we can tailor the upcoming
meetings to meet your needs.
So, why am I greeting you from Anaheim? I'm attending my very first
bee conference, hosted by the American Beekeeping Federation. I'm going to be
in classes for the next five days, learning everything from new scientific endeavors, Business matters for serious side liners, Api-tourism, and new colony management concerns. I'll be touring the Sioux Bee honey factory, watching the
crowning of Miss Honeybee 2015, and get the chance to meet over 300 beekeepers, both commercial and hobbyists. I'm excited to bring back information to the
club in February! See you then!
—Meg – Sequimbeefarm@gmail.com
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Secretary’s…......Waggle Dance Communications…...Kirsten Whitworth
Thank you so much for electing me secretary of NOPBA. I am honored, and hope to serve you
well. Please let me know if there is anything I can help do.
Being a bookworm, one of my favorite things to do is research. I thought that I would write an
article about the essential oils in western red cedar, their benefits to bees and detriments to
varroa mites, but perhaps it would be better to introduce myself to you, instead.
Beekeeping is new to me. While I have helped friends with their bees, 2015 will be the first season that I have had my own hives. With a bad back, and bad knees, I decided to try Kenyan Top
Bar hives because I know from experience that I cannot easily lift a full super. There are two
Kenyan TBHs in my family room that I built from kits that I hope to fill with bees this spring. I
hope that the TBHs will be easier to keep than Langstroths. Since I enjoy building things, I
would like to learn how to build hives from scratch now that I have a couple of templates.
By profession, I was a computer programmer, or technically, a Software Quality Assurance Engineer; I wrote programs that test other programs. From the late 1980s until mid 1990s, I lived
in Silicon Valley, and then in Berkeley. I've been coming up to Clallam County on and off since
the winter of 1992 when I took a road trip from Berkeley to Seattle. I drove up the coast highway, and fell in love with the Olympic Peninsula.

Not having much family with which to spend the winter holidays, I stayed in the beach cottages
at La Push for Christmas whenever I could – about every other year, or so. Watching the storms
come in, walking on the beaches and in the forests, not to mention getting away from phones,
televisions and work was heavenly.
When my grandmother's health started to fail, I moved back to Texas in 1995. By 2004, I decided I wanted to live on the Olympic Peninsula because I just could not take the 100°-plus summers in Texas anymore. It only took a decade to make my dream happen. Last summer, I finally moved to Clallam country from Austin, Texas, where I was born.
Since I was a teenager, I have been interested in plants and gardening, especially herbs and edible plants. In 1994, my cousin gave me a book called Introduction to Permaculture by Bill Mollison. I had never heard of permaculture before that, but was enchanted with this book that
talked about a way to make gardening easier, with less work and more return, simply by improving the garden design. In December 2011, I finally earned my Permaculture Design Certificate.
Very soon after that, I became a co-founder of a Permablitz volunteer group; every month, we
planted an edible garden (called a food forest) at a site, either public or private. The group is
still going strong, and I am still in contact with the members.
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My intention is to plant a food forest on my new property, bigger and better than the one I
planted at my house in Austin. That one was designed to conserve water, self-mulch, and selffertilize while minimizing pests without chemicals.
Several times in my life, I've raised chickens, and hope to do so again very soon. The new chicken house is started, but construction temporarily on hold. (Know any good carpenters?) The
chicken house I had in Austin was a bit fancy: it featured a rainwater collection system hooked
up to a 2500-gallon tank. Texas has been going through a long drought, but Austin had three
times as much rain as we get in Sequim.
I'm thrilled to live in Clallam Country now; it feels like paradise to me.

—Kirsten

Education Topics for 2015
January 11

Hive Construction/Woodenware.
Meg and Buddy Depew will present Langstroth hive.
Kirsten Whitworth will present Kenyan Top Bar hive.

February 8

Walt Wielbicki will present Warré hive.
Paul Stamets video to be shown, “How Mushrooms Can Save Bees and Our Food Supply/Bioneers”.

March 8

Hive construction field day for woodenware hive construction.
Bee stewardship, biodynamic and organic views on beekeeping.

April 12

Package installation.

May 10

Swarms/Splits/Nucs.
Mark Urnes with Langstroth perspective.

June 14

Walt Wielbicki with alternative hives.
Report on Queen Rearing Program.

July 12

Diseases of bees and the hive.

August 9

County Fair.

September 13

Harvesting pollen, propolis and honey.
NOPBA Picnic and Silent Auction.

October 11

Possible extraction day for those with one hive to extract.
Winterizing and preparation.

November 8

Mite control.
Candle making.

December

Elections.
No general club meeting.
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5-FRAME NUC BEEHIVE
CONSTRUCTION DETAILS FOR 4 NUCS FROM ONE SHEET OF 1/2” PLYWOOD
This might be of interest to those that are getting into queen class this year. This and other
plans are available @ Beesource.com —Walt
© Beesource.com

*QTY. is for building 4 NUCs
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The Treasurer’s Gold

One of the Treasures duties is to keep up to date on the dues to WSBA and WSDA The checks are
in the mail. Your dues in NOPBA pay for those dues. What do we get for our dues, one heck of a
lot! Here is a very short overview of what they do:
Washington State Beekeepers Association (WSBA)
The WSBA was created specifically to serve Washington State Beekeepers in the following areas:
To help maintain vibrant local beekeeping organizations
To assist the agricultural community
To improve relations between Beekeepers, Government Agencies, and the Public
To promote Beekeeping and bee products in the State of Washington and abroad
To promote and maintain industry connections at the state, national, and international level
To collectively represent all Beekeepers of Washington State
To promote and enhance academic research into beekeeping practice in the State of Washington
Your membership in the WSBA contributes to the welfare of the hobbyist and professional Beekeeper in Washington State. As a group, the WSBA is able to lobby for things such as the Section
18 permission to use specific miticides, as well as fund research and development. Activities
throughout the year highlight current research, train new beekeepers, and assist experienced
beekeepers in learning new techniques.
Work with the Washington State Department of Agriculture. (WSDA)
 Protection of honey bees from misuse of pesticides.
 Worked with WSDA to recreate the Apiary Advisory Committee (AAC).
 This freed up funds to start the WSU Honey Bee Diagnostics Lab.
Work each year with WSDA to authorize “section 18” miticide treatments for Washington State
beekeepers.
Furthermore, the WSBA newsletter will keep you abreast of issues affecting all of us in Washington State.
Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA)
The 2013 Legislature directed the Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) to convene a work group to address challenges facing the honey bee industry and to develop a report
outlining solutions that bolster the use of Washington honey bees to pollinate tree fruits, berries
and seeds.
This is the report required by the directive. It is important to note that although economics, poliMMXV, ISSUE 1
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cy and science factor into the information presented here, this report is not a study of those factors.
It’s also important to note that there are a variety of other bees (bumble bees, mason bees, etc.)
in Washington State. For this report “beekeeping” shall refer to the practice of keeping honey
bees, and “beekeepers” to those that engage in that practice.
About the Honey Bee Work Group WSDA convened the work group for the first time on December 12, 2013, and over the following year, the group met several times. Due to size of the
group and the scope of the work laid out in the directive, the Honey Bee Work Group used a
combination of group discussions and self selected small group or individual assignments to
gather information. Information and resources were shared among the entire group. WSDA
acted as facilitator for the full-group meetings and incorporated the group’s work into report
form. The final report reflects the consensus of the entire group.
Washington Honey Bee Work Group Final Report it is now official and has been sent
to the legislature for action
Please register your hives with the Washington State Department of Agriculture to take advantage of state tax exemptions etc. Link to the registration form: Apiary Registration form

New Bee Package Boxes !
If you buy your bees from Mike here is some info on the new boxes they will come in.—Walt

Walt pls put a link to this new bee package box I will be using this year. In the
link is a menu of how to use it. There is a video on how to install a package using
the techniques I have been talking about. Very simple. www.bee-bus.com

Mike Radford
Northwest Bee Supply
Northwestbeesupply.com
855-796-8544
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From The Hive By Chef Beebread
Spicy Honey Vinaigrette
Dietary Interest:: gluten-free, vegetarian, low cholesterol, low sodium

Yield:
1 1/2 cups (360 ml)
Total Time: 10 Minutes
Ingredients:
1/4 cup apple cider vinegar
1/3 cup (80 ml) honey
1-2 teaspoons Sriracha sauce
1-2 teaspoons soy sauce
1 small clove garlic, peeled
1 teaspoon chopped fresh ginger root
1/4 teaspoon ground black pepper
2/3 cup extra virgin olive oil
Directions:
Place vinegar, honey, Sriracha sauce, soy sauce, garlic, ginger root and
black pepper into the Blender container in the order listed and secure lid.
Turn machine on and slowly increase speed to high. Blend for 5 seconds.
Turn machine to medium speed Remove the lid plug. Slowly pour oil through the lid plug
opening in a slow, steady stream. Replace the lid plug. Slowly increase speed to to High. Blend
for 15—30 seconds or until emulsified.

Beekeeping Triva
Bees can see the same colors we see except red. They can also see ultraviolet.

Honest Officer
I didn”t see
that red light
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What is Happening Calendar

January 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9

10

Happy New
year

4

5

6

7

8

USA American Beekeeping Federation Conference

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

NOPBA
Monthly meeting

Canada—Canadian Honey Council Annual Meeting
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Membership signup form and renewal for NOPBA

Forgot your dues ? Or if you wish to become a member fill out the form below
and send it to the address on the form.
Please make checks payable to NOPBA

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
New Member signup & Renewal form
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________
Email _________________________________________________________
Beekeeping experience __________________________________________
Number of Hives _______________________________________________
Type of Hives __________________________________________________
For office use only:
Dues Paid___________ Date ___________
Initials ________
To Mail in:
1. Fill out form
2. Enclose Check for $10.00 for one years dues
3. Mail to:
NOPBA
P.O. box 3036
Sequim, WA 98382
MMXV, ISSUE 1
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LINKS
WASBA Education
WASBA news
WSBA events
National Honey Board
USDA, ARS, HONEY BEE RESEARCH
WSDA Apiary Program

WSU Department of Entomology
Central Washington Beekeepers Association
Clark County Beekeepers Association
East Jefferson Beekeepers Association
Inland Empire Beekeepers
Lewis County Beekeepers
Methow Valley Beekeepers
Mid Columbia Beekeepers Association
Mount Baker Beekeepers
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers
Northwest District Beekeepers
Olympia Beekeepers, Thurston County
Pierce County Beekeepers
Puget Sound Beekeepers
Skagit Valley Beekeepers
Snoqualmie Beekeepers Association

Stanwood-Camano Island Beekeepers
West Sound Beekeepers
Whidbey Island Beekeepers Association

WWW.NOPBA.ORG
INFO@NOPBA.ORG

The North Olympic Peninsula
Beekeepers’ Association
formed to promote the common
interest and general welfare of
beekeeping, to protect honey
bees, to encourage good bee
management practices, and to
encourage good public relations
between beekeepers and the
public.

Our meetings are currently held on the
second Sunday of the month at 1:00 p.m.
A WSBA class for certification starts one
hour before the business meeting. We
meet indoors at the Port Angeles Library.
NEXT MEETING :
January _11, 2015

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2014 – 2015
President

Cindy Ericksen

ericksenpc@olympus.net

Vice President

Meg Depew

Sequimbeefarm@Gmail.com

Secretary

Kirsten Whitworth

kwhitworth@wavecable.com

Treasure

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

Education

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Beekeeper Trustee

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Librarian
Newsletter

Richard & Marilyn Parks

rwparks12@yahoo.com

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
Editor: Walt Wielbicki
E-mail: waltw@q.com
NOPBA
PO Box 3036, Sequim WA 98382
www.nopba.org

MMXV, ISSUE 1

Page 12

