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Introduction to High School
Overseeing the education of a student is an important task that should not be taken lightly at any
stage. The high school years are the ones that will follow a person throughout his or her life. Few
colleges will ever know what your grades in the 6th grade were, but all colleges you may want to attend,
and most employers will know about Algebra I in the 9th grade. These words are not intended to strike
fear in the hearts of parents or students but to emphasize the necessity to:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Understand the requirements,
Develop a plan,
Review that plan yearly, and
Execute that plan with rigor.

High school credits in Florida are awarded on the basis of a half credit for passing a semester unit
of work. ACA follows the Florida standard that 68 seat hours of instruction in academic content earns
one half credit. For most students, this is done over 90 days in a semester.
There are courses and subjects areas that are speciﬁcally required for graduation, including the
total number of credits which are detailed in this guide. There shall be no substitution or waiver of these
requirements for any student except as provided under the alternative programs for graduation or upon
written statement from a licensed physician certifying that the course will be physically or mentally
harmful to the student.
Most students will earn a Standard High School Diploma, which mirrors the
guidelines for courses and content of the Florida Public School system. However,
students have the opportunity to opt for the College Prep (or Scholars Designation)
Diploma or the Career Preparatory Diploma.

A note about public school Science, Social Studies, and/or History textbooks used by the Florida Virtual
School and state colleges for Dual Enrollment courses:
One of the foundational tenets of Ambassador Christian Academy is a world view that acknowledges the
existence of God and His working among men. History, as a record of events, has been supplanted with
"Social Studies," a study of culture as a means of promoting a humanistic, secular, or progressive world
view. Secular textbooks provide a world view that does not just ignore the existence of God, but actually
promotes a systematic attack on God’s existence. Francis A. Schaeffer described the danger of this
assault on our children.
“If you hold this world view, you must realize there is no source of knowledge except what man can ﬁnd
for himself; all revelation is ruled out. Knowledge never can be certain, and there can be no value system
except that which is totally arbitrary. And more serious than the personal arbitrary value systems is the
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fact that it leaves us only with arbitrary law. There is no basis for law. Law becomes only the decision of a
small group of people, and what they decide at a given moment is for the good of society.”
Ambassador Christian Academy’s approved course list does not list any of the Science, Social Studies
and/or History textbooks developed for public schools. Their use, including courses taught through the
Florida Virtual School, will not be approved for our enrolled students.

Earning Credits in Middle School
Middle school students can take a limited number of high school courses
for high school credit while in middle school. Those courses are limited to
the core subject areas of Mathematics, Science and Foreign Language.
In the event a middle school student does not do well in the high school course earning a grade of “C,”
“D,” or “F”, the school's grade forgiveness policy allows the replacement of the grade with a grade of “C”
or higher, earned subsequently in the same or comparable course.
Math at the Algebra I level and above, as in:
1200310 ALGEBRA I
1200320 ALGEBRA I HONORS
1206310 GEOMETRY
1206320 GEOMETRY HONORS
1200330 ALGEBRA II
1200340 ALGEBRA II HONORS
Science courses at the Physical Science level and above, as in:
2003310 PHYSICAL SCIENCE
2003320 PHYSICAL SCIENCE HONORS
2000310 BIOLOGY I
2000320 BIOLOGY I HONORS
2003340 CHEMISTRY I
2003350 CHEMISTRY I HONORS
High School level Foreign Language courses such as:
0708340 SPANISH I
0708350 SPANISH II
Students in grade 8 may take Health Opportunities through Physical Education (HOPE) at the beginning
of their second semester to earn high school credit.
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Florida Virtual School
Ambassador Christian Academy has a matriculation agreement with Florida Virtual School that allows
students to take classes from the Florida web-based public school system. Parents should be aware that
the teachers and course material are provided by the state; therefore, the choice of curriculum content
is waived. The Virtual School does give students the opportunity to take courses with no cost for
materials, or paying a tutor.

There is some ﬂexibility in the student's day-to-day schedule; it's not 8:00-3:00 like a conventional
classroom. But, there are course deadlines the student must meet to earn credit. If a student is enrolled
in a course, the grade, whether good or bad, will become a part of that student's permanent record
unless he or she withdraws from the classes before the withdrawal date deadline.
The McKay scholarship program allows students to take up to two FLVS courses per year.
Courses that will not be approved: Because of the change in the scientiﬁc method taught in the
textbooks used by the Florida Virtual School, Ambassador Christian Academy will not approve course
requests for science courses through FLVS.
In addition, most history and social studies courses will not be approved because a revision of history is
not history. A social indoctrination based on a progressive secular philosophy commonly found in the
core value systems of socialists and humanists is not consistent with a biblical world view or a balanced
understanding of history or thought.
To Enroll in the Florida Virtual School: If you are enrolled in Ambassador Christian Academy, you are a
Private School Student. You need to identify yourself as a student in Ambassador Christian Academy in
Brevard County so we can approve your course request, and receive your course records.

7

High School Planning Guide| Ambassador Christian Academy

Dual Enrollment and Early Admission in College Level Courses
Dual enrollment gives high school (designed for 10th through 12th
grades) students the opportunity to attend classes on a college
campus and earn credits that will apply to both their high school
and college transcripts. Students who wish to take advantage of
the provisions of dual enrollment should be sufﬁciently mature
enough to function in the college environment, as certiﬁed by
their parents and school ofﬁcials. In order to be fully qualiﬁed for
the dual enrollment program, the student must achieve scores on
the college placement test to exempt them from any “college preparatory” courses. The student’s family
covers the cost of registration and tuition as well as the cost of lab or on-line fees and books.
Currently, ACA has dual enrollment agreement with Eastern Florida State College.
Parents should schedule an appointment at least six weeks before classes are scheduled to start to
complete the application and to allow time for testing.
Courses taken through Dual Enrollment are counted on the student’s high school transcript as credits
used for graduation, and are used again as college credit hours toward their Associates Degree for
college. For example, a student who takes ENC1101 College Comp I at EFSC instead of English III earns
one credit in English for high school and three college credit hours toward his/her college degree. The
amount of high school credit varies by course, but almost all of the courses available count in both
places.
Step 1: Before enrolling in classes, the student and parent must complete and sign an Application for
Admission for Early Admission and Dual Enrollment Students. This form must also be signed by the
school’s guidance ofﬁce, so someone will need to contact the administrative ofﬁce and request that the
appropriate form be sent to you. This is also a good time to review what classes the student may want
to take at the college level.
Step 2: The next step is taking the PERT (Postsecondary Education Readiness Test) if the Dual Enrollment
course is to be taken at a Florida state college. The student must obtain a qualifying score on the PERT,
ACT or SAT before they will be admitted. To take any course, the student must pass the Reading and
Sentence Skills sections of the test as well as the Math portion. Students who are not at least half of the
way through Algebra II should not expect to pass the math portion of the PERT, as they are testing for
entrance into College Algebra. The PERT is not a timed test, and may be retaken in 12 months if not
passed on the ﬁrst attempt. Students are encouraged to review using the practice test produced by
Eastern Florida State College before they attempt the actual test.
Full Time Early Admission: Early admission shall be a form of dual enrollment through which eligible
secondary students enroll in a postsecondary institution on a full-time basis in courses that are
creditable toward the high school diploma and the associate or baccalaureate degree. Students enrolled
pursuant to this subsection shall not be exempt from the payment of registration, tuition, and
laboratory fees. Interested students should speak with the school counselor for additional information.
When students leave high school as Early Admission Program students, they may still participate in
graduation exercises with their graduating class and may be ranked in class including weighting of Dual
Enrollment classes.
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Volunteer/Community Service Hours

Volunteer and/or Community Service Hours are speciﬁcally required for high school graduation, 25
hours per year of attendance at ACA; and as well, they are required for all three of the Florida Bright
Futures Scholarships. In addition, many colleges
and nearly all local and national scholarships
require some level of Community Service.
See the Bright Futures section for speciﬁc
requirements for each scholarship level.
Requirements for documenting
Volunteer/Community Service Hours:
Obtain prior approval from his/her school
counselor to ensure that the community service
site meets the criteria, and that the student will receive community service hours for volunteering.
Volunteer services are hours that meet the following guidelines:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

All services are of a benevolent nature, unpaid, and not for personal gain.
All services are supervised by an approved adult representative of the agency.
Service does not interrupt a student’s regularly scheduled school day.
Service must be completed by the last term of the student’s senior year.
The site is related to service, humanitarian/caring, community needs and does not involve:
a) direct supervision/ownership/operation by a family member
b) the presence of illegal substances or unsafe conditions
c) the use of students for ﬁnancial gain
Obtain documentation of service hours from the site supervisor, on agency letterhead, or the ACA
Community Service Hours form.
The service hours will be placed on the student’s transcript after an evaluation is completed by the
school counselor.
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Graduation Requirements
The normal timeline for high school graduation is four years, the details of
which are explained below. Some students are enrolled in high school for
more than the traditional four years. For adult students who “drop back into
high school”, the graduation requirements are based on the requirements
the year they ﬁrst started the ninth grade.
Graduation requirements change based on the option taken (Standard track,
College Prep track, Career Prep track) and when a student enters high school.
For more speciﬁc information about individual courses, refer to the High
School Subject Area Details section.
*Credits below a “C” in core academic areas are not accepted for credit
toward standard high school graduation or promotion to subsequent grades by Ambassador Christian
Academy enrolled students. The exception to this policy is based on the student demonstrating mastery
in that core subject area by earning a letter grade of “C” or higher in a sequential course.
The demonstrating mastery exception does not apply to the “College Preparatory” graduation track.
For that designation all core courses must have a grade of C or higher.
* In addition to the standard core course requirements, ACA high school students are required to
complete a minimum of two credits of Bible. (Normally Intro to Bible I (Old Testament Survey) and Intro
to Bible II (New Testament Survey). For students who are only
enrolled for the senior year, the requirement is reduced to one credit.

See the Bright Futures section for additional requirements necessary
to qualify for Bright Futures Scholarship, including completing what ACA refers to as the "College
Preparatory Track.”
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Standard Four Year, Twenty-four Credit Track
4 English: Each with substantial writing, i.e., English I, II, III, IV, or English I, II, III, IV Honors or an AP
English, or ENC1102, ENC1102 through dual enrollment
4 Mathematics: To include Algebra I and Geometry. (Required) Additional math options include Algebra
II, Consumer Math, Business Math or any higher level math.
3 Natural Sciences: To include Biology, two must include laboratory. All science credits earned at an ACA
accredited school must be taught from a Biblical worldview perspective.
3 Social Studies: Required are: World History, U.S. History, .5 American Gov't, .5 Economics, (Economics
must include an integration of Financial Literacy.) All Social Studies credits earned at an ACA accredited
school must be taught from a Biblical worldview perspective.
1 Personal Fitness: To include an Integration of Health
1 Performing Fine Art: .5 may be a Practical Art
2 Bible: One, if the student has only attended the school for one year.
Test Requirements: Using a nationally normed assessment, the student must score in the 40th
percentile, or have a grade equivalent score of 10.1 or above in the three core academic areas. This
includes Total Reading, Total English (Language) and Total Mathematics. If the ACT or SAT assessment is
used, the student must meet or exceed each of the individual scores from each sub test.
SAT:
Critical Reading = 430
Mathematics = 430

ACT:
English = 15
Reading = 17
Mathematics = 19

GPA Requirements: 2.0 on a 4.0 Scale using all credits. No grades below 70% (C) in a core academic
area can be counted for credit unless the student has demonstrated mastery in a subsequent course. (A
student who earned a "D" in English II ﬁrst semester but a "C" in the second would not be required to
repeat the ﬁrst semester half credit. However, a student who earned a "D" in second semester of World
History would have to repeat the semester as there is no "sequential" course after World History.)
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College Prep Four Year, Twenty-four Credit
4 English: Each with substantial writing, i.e., English I, II, III, IV, or English I, II, III, IV Honors or an AP
English, or ENC1102, ENC1102 through dual enrollment.
4 Mathematics: Algebra I, Geometry, are required, Algebra II is the standard third course. The 4th math
must be a "higher level" course. Typical choices for the 4th math include but are not limited
to:
1200500 Advanced Algebra with Financial Applications
1202300 Calculus, MAC1105 College Algebra
3 Natural Sciences: To include Biology, and one credit in Chemistry or Physics, or one equally rigorous to
Chemistry or Physics. All science credits earned at an FCCPSA accredited school must be taught from a
Biblical worldview perspective.
3 Social Studies: Required are: World History, U.S. History, .5 American Gov't, .5 Economics, (Economics
must include an integration of Financial Literacy.) All Social Studies credits earned at an ACA accredited
school must be taught from a Biblical worldview perspective.
2 Foreign Language: Must be sequential, i.e., Spanish I, Spanish II
2 Bible: One, if the student has only attended the school for one year.
1 Personal Fitness: (to include an integration of Health)
1 Performing Fine Art: .5 can be a Practical Art
1 Higher Level Elective Recommended: It is recommended that the student complete at least one
course through Dual Enrollment or an Advanced Placement.
Test Requirements: Student must meet the requirements from at least one of the tests listed. Sub
scores from different tests may not be combined. The student must meet or exceed each of the
individual scores from each sub test, or the higher combined or composite score may be used.
SAT:
Critical Reading = 460
Mathematics = 460
Combined Total = 970

ACT:
English = 18
Reading = 19
Mathematics = 19
Composite = 20

PERT
Reading 104
Mathematics 123
Writing 99
No Combined/Composite

GPA/Grades Requirements: 3.0 on a 4.0 Scale using the 16 core academic credits. (4-English, 4-Math, 3Science, 3Social Studies, 2-Foreign Language. Up to three additional "core" credits can be used for the
GPA calculation.)
Student may not have any grades below “C”; (70%) in any of the 24 credits used for graduation.
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Career Prep Four Year, Twenty-four Credit
4 English: English I-IV, or the lower level, courses like Business English, are acceptable for this diploma
type.
3 Mathematics: Integrated Math I and II, Pre-Algebra, Business Math, Consumer Math are acceptable.
3 Natural Sciences: To include Biology, two must include a lab component. Intensive Science, Earth
Space Science, Experimental Science I, are acceptable for this diploma type. All science credits earned at
an FCCPSA accredited school must be taught from a Biblical worldview perspective.
3 Social Studies: Required are: World History, U.S. History, .5 American Gov't, .5 Economics, which must
include an integration of Financial Literacy. All Social Studies credits earned at an FCCPSA accredited
school must be taught from a Biblical worldview perspective.
2 Bible: One, if the student has only attended the school for one year.
3 Career or Vocational: The purpose of this diploma type is to prepare the student for a career.
Whenever possible, the vocational course should be in a career ﬁeld that provides advancement in
his/her chosen career or vocation.
Test Requirements: Using a nationally normed assessment, i.e., Stanford 10, BASI, CAT-5, IOWA,
Woodcock-Johnson, etc., the student must have a Grade Equivalent score of 8.9 or above in the three
core academic areas. This includes Total Reading, Total English (Language) and Total Mathematics.
Using the TABE Assessment: Given at most GED prep programs and Vocational Schools for
placement.
Scale Score Grade Equivalent
Language
560
9.0
Math
557
9.0
Reading
567
9.0
GPA Requirements: 2.0 on a 4.0 Scale using all credits.
No grades below 70% (C) in a core academic area can be counted for credit unless the student has
demonstrated mastery in a subsequent course. (A student who earned a "D" in English II ﬁrst semester
but a "C" in the second would not be required to repeat the ﬁrst semester half credit. However, a
student who earned a "D" in second semester of World History would have to repeat the semester as
there is no "sequential" course after World History.)
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Florida Bright Futures Scholarships
The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program has
helped more than 405,000 Florida students attend a
postsecondary institution. The program offers three
levels of scholarship awards, each with its own
requirements:
Florida Academic Scholars Award (FAS)
Florida Medallion Scholars Award (FMS)
Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award (GSV)
The Florida Department of Education home page for Bright Futures is:
http://www.ﬂoridastudentﬁnancialaid.org/SSFAD/bf/
As a Florida private school, Ambassador Christian Academy submits the student’s demographics,
including veriﬁcation of graduation, transcript and test scores through the Bright Futures Web Site.
Bright Futures is a merit-based scholarship. If you meet the qualiﬁcations and ﬁle your intent on time,
you will be awarded the scholarship. There are additional requirements to remain eligible once your
collegiate career has begun, so it’s important to stay informed concerning the guidelines. The guidelines
listed on these pages are for students enrolled in a public or private school.
It is your job to know and meet the requirements of the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program
before high school graduation and throughout your college career. There are additional course
requirements, grade point averages, test scores and community service hours that must be met. And
there is a time schedule during which these items must be completed to qualify. It is your responsibility
to check the status of your application and your award.
It is also your responsibility to provide your correct name, address, date of birth and social security
number, and to inform Bright Futures of any changes. After submitting an application, you will receive
an application acknowledgement correspondence which will inform you how to create a personal User
ID online to update your demographic information and monitor your ﬁnancial aid history. Bright Futures
cannot award you with a scholarship if they cannot contact you.
Who Qualiﬁes, What Disqualiﬁes: All three scholarships have the same initial eligibility requirements for
the student and/or parents. There are additional requirements that must be maintained once a student
begins college, as well.
1-Be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen, as determined by the student's
postsecondary institution. (As part of the college enrollment process, each college will require
documentation---i.e., drivers license, voter registration card, etc.--- to establish the residential status of
the student and/or qualifying parents.)
2-Apply for a scholarship from the program by high school graduation. (This is the Initial Student Florida
Financial Aid Application (FFAA) listed as number four in the nine-step plan on page 5 of the
Administrator section.)
3- Earn a standard Florida high school diploma or its equivalent. (A standard high school diploma is
deﬁned in Florida Statues 1003.429, 1003.43 and 1003.435. Its equivalent applies to home school
and/or GED students.)
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4-Be accepted by and enroll in an eligible Florida public or independent postsecondary education
institution within 3 years of high school graduation. If a student enlists directly into the military after
graduation, the three-year period begins on the date the student is separated from active duty. (Most
colleges and universities in the state of Florida are eligible. There are a few Christian colleges that do not
take federal or state money, so students should check the eligibility before committing to a speciﬁc
college.)
5-Not have been found guilty of, or pled nolo contendere to, a felony charge, unless the student has
been granted clemency by the Governor and Cabinet sitting as the Executive Ofﬁce of Clemency. (If you
rob liquor stores for extra cash, the taxpayers of Florida will not help pay your college tuition. Sounds
fair to me.)
6- Once you start college, you must be enrolled for at least six semester credit hours.

Six Steps To Earning a Bright Futures Scholarship

Step One: Take the Required Courses: Each of the three scholarships has speciﬁc course
requirements. The Bright Futures website listed above is always the most up-to-date source for all
requirements, including course requirements. The FAS and FMS scholarships require that all four math
courses be at the Algebra I, level or above, and require two years of sequential Foreign Language. The
GVS scholarship requires three (3) Career and/or Technical Education credits in one vocational program
taken over at least two (2) academic years.

Step Two: Make the Grade (GPA): Each award also has speciﬁc (GPA) Grade Point
Averages. For those who don't average grades for a living, an "A" is equal to 4 points, a "B" is 3 points, a
"C" is 2 points, a "D" is 1 point and an "F" is 0 points. Each half credit (one semester of work) gets a
grade on the transcript. Bright Futures will take the 16 credits which equate to 32 semester grades,
assign the appropriate point value, and divide the number of points by 32.
The Bright Futures GPA is seldom the same as the one listed on the student's transcript because Bright
Futures only uses the core classes, not every course taken.

Step Three: Earn the Test Score: (ACT, SAT OR PERT TEST) Each award has speciﬁc test
requirements as listed below. Both the ACT and SAT offer a test date in June of each year, which is after
our normal graduation date. However, Bright Futures will use that score for qualifying purposes
provided the student completed the Initial Student Florida Financial Aid Application before his or her
graduation date. Be sure the chart you are using is for the correct graduation year. There are four charts
covering the next four graduation years. ACT and SAT tests are offered at several locations throughout
the world.The best way to register for the test is on-line. When registering, use Ambassador Christian
Academy's code number, which is: 100400. That identiﬁes you as our student, and a copy of the test
comes to the administrative ofﬁce automatically.
For the SAT test go to: http://www.collegeboard.com
For the ACT test go to: http://www.actstudent.org
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The PERT is given at all Florida state and community colleges. Make sure to send a copy of the PERT
printout to the school ofﬁce, or it will not be in the ﬁle.

Step Four: Community Service Hours: Students must complete community service hours
during high school and by high school graduation. (The summer between the end of 8th grade counts.)
The hours must meet the approval of the school's administrative ofﬁce. Community service hours may
not be hours that beneﬁt the student ﬁnancially or materially, or be service to family members, deﬁned
as: parents, grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, nephews, and spouses, including all
step relations. Activities can be from a wide range of areas including, but not limited to:
Health Care, Child Care
Literacy Training and Education
Neighborhood Improvement
Public Safety
Support Services for Students with Disabilities
Mentoring
The 25 hours should be earned each year throughout a student's high school career and documented on
approved school forms, or signed letters on the organization’s letterhead where the service was
performed. This is not something you want to be trying to ﬁnish the last few weeks of your senior year.

Step Five: Initial Student Florida Financial Aid Application: To receive the Bright
Futures Scholarship, you must apply.
* You must submit a completed (error-free) Initial Student Florida Financial Aid Application.
*It must be submitted during your last year in high school (after December 1 and prior to graduation).
* You must apply during your last year in high school, before graduation,
* or you will forfeit all future eligibility for a Bright Futures Scholarship.
To apply online, visit http://www.ﬂoridastudentﬁnancialaid.org/SSFAD/home/ApplyHere.htm
1) Select “State Grants, Scholarships & Applications” and
2) Click on “Apply Here.”
The application gives the Florida Department of Education permission to evaluate your high school
transcript and test scores for eligibility for state scholarships and grants, including a Bright Futures
Scholarship. You may apply prior to meeting all requirements.
If you do not apply, Ambassador Christian Academy cannot submit your information, and you will not
ever (and that means never) get the scholarship you worked for.

Step Six: Getting Your Money: This last step seems silly, but, if you don't update your
proﬁle with Bright Futures, naming the college you will attend, the college will not be able to get the
money. It's a good idea to stop by the Financial Aid ofﬁce at your college to conﬁrm that the update is in
the system and they will get the funds.
16
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The Florida Department of Education will: Begin funding your scholarship during the fall term following
your high school graduation. The academic year begins in the fall and ends in the summer. Scholarship
recipients are not eligible for funding during the summer term immediately following high school
graduation; thereafter, summer disbursements are only made if funds are available.
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Vocational Rehab
Ambassador Christian Academy works closely with the
Florida Division of Vocational Rehabilitation to support
students with learning differences. We have found that
following the ‘VR’ plan is very successful if your student is
in need of after graduation guidance.
VR helps students with disabilities train for a job,
continue their education, or find a job after high school.
Under this program, every youth will have the
opportunity to participate in sponsored career counseling, work readiness training, and fully integrated
work experiences in the community. These services are delivered while youth are still in high school and
establish the foundation for a seamless transition to individualized training, education, and
employment.
SHOULD MY FAMILY BE INVOLVED?
Although the primary relationship is between you and your VR counselor, family support is important.
Involving your parents or guardians in transition planning can help you achieve your goals.
TYPES OF VR ASSISTANCE
While in high school:
 Medical and Psychological Assessment
 Vocational Evaluation and Planning
 Career Counseling and Guidance
 Work Readiness Training
 Work Experiences
After exiting high school:
 Workplace Accommodations
 Job Placement
 Job Coaching
 On-the-Job Training
 Supported Employment
 Assistive Technology and Devices
 Time-Limited Medical and/or Psychological Treatment
WHAT IS VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION OR VR?
Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) is a federal-state program that helps people who have physical or mental
disabilities get or keep a job. VR is committed to helping people with disabilities find meaningful careers.
Passage of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act further supports VR efforts to prepare youth
for success in the 21st century workforce.

18

High School Planning Guide| Ambassador Christian Academy

If you would like more information about Vocational Rehabilitation please see www.rehabworks.org.
ACA will set up an interview with Voc Rehab and students beginning in 10th grade to create an
individualized plan with the student’s goals for career or college. Please see the guidance counselor if
you are interested.
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2017 Senior Update
The Senior Class of 2017 would like to invite you to their Commencement Ceremony at 11:00a.m. on
Wednesday, May 24th, 2017 at the Merritt Island Presbyterian Church.

The Senior Update has four parts:
Diploma Requirements:
This is all the information students and parents need so that all end of year requirements are met, including
things such as turning in grades, end of year testing, etc., so they can be awarded the diploma for which they
have worked so hard.
Commencement Requirements:
This is all the information needed for students who plan to walk at the Commencement Ceremony on May
24th. Let's face it, you have worked hard to complete the requirements for a high school diploma, and you
deserve a ceremony in your honor, plus your mom and dad have worked hard as well, and they are entitled
to a special event.
Bright Futures Requirements:
For those who have been working to earn the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship, there are some deadlines
that must be met; check out the details and remember to read the directions before you begin the
application, not after it's submitted. Some requirements have changed since you started high school.
(Including additional Community Service Requirements for every Scholarship.)
Calendar of Important Dates:
Click the calendar above for dates that seniors should keep in mind.

Diploma Requirements:
Diploma Requirements (This applies to all ACA students, walking or not.)
No diploma can be issued to a student unless all of the following requirements are
complete. All seniors (and at least one of their parents) should meet with the school
counselor to verify all items are complete or in the process of completion.
ACA awards Honor Cords to students that are walking at the Commencement
Ceremony and who score a 20 or higher composite score on the ACT, or a 970
combined score from the Critical Reading and Math portions of the SAT. There are
no exceptions to these guidelines for earning an Honor Cord.
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1)_____ School health ﬁle must be complete. A copy of the student’s birth certificate and
immunization record is required to be a student in a Florida school.
2)_____ An end-of-year *test or evaluation are required before credits can be issued.
*Dual Enrollment students need to get a printout of grades
from the college they attend.
*All College Preparatory Students should take or re-take
the ACT, SAT or CPT test.
*Non college-bound students should schedule the
Woodcock-Johnson or BASI test at the school office.
3)_____ As much as we hate to talk about money, it is how
we pay our staff. Families should plan on having
their student’s account paid in full by April 24th in order
to walk at graduation.

Commencement Requirements:
To walk at Commencement on May 24th most of the items on the
following checklist must be completed by Friday, March 17th. There
are seven items on the checklist.
Read them all now to ensure you are ready.
Graduation is a great time, and, at Ambassador Christian Academy it
is very personal. This means there are things we will need from every
parent and student who is going to participate.
The cost of Commencement is $70. And includes the student’s Cap
and rental of the Gown, padded Diploma Cover, and all costs
associated with the ceremony. (Graduation Announcements, Extra Tassels, if ordered, are
extra.)

Commencement Checklist
1)_____Measurements for Caps and Gowns. The $70 graduation fee is required at this time.
Caps & Gowns are black in color for males and purple in color for females, and come with one
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tassel, which is black and purple.
(Additional tassels can be ordered at a cost of $4.00 each.)
•We need the student's height and approximate weight.
2)____Senior Picture. The ﬁnal slide show at graduation
includes a “formal picture” of the senior. Traditionally,
that means in a tux for the guys or drape for the ladies.
Some prefer not to use the "traditional" setting for their
picture, which is fine; however, the picture must be
"formal." You must dress up and the picture you use
must be of adequate quality.
This slide show will be shown on a large screen in front
of two or three thousand people. You do not have to
spend hundreds of dollars on a professional picture
package, but please dress the part, comb your hair, etc.
We will allow Senior Pictures to be turned in as late as
March 21st, so get on the phone and schedule the photo
shoot now.
Most photography studios will do a graduation package. Most public schools have a contract
with a specific studio because the studio pays a kick back to the school. We do not. Call
around and compare prices to find the best studio for you.
3)_____Childhood Memories Pictures. These pictures are used for the Childhood Memories
slide show. Up to eight of the student growing up from birth to the present are needed. They
will be shown in a slide show with all of the students growing in age with music in the
background. Spread the pictures out. We want to see them over time. Do not pick all high
school, or all baby pictures, as only one picture of a student at the same age will be used. That
sixteenth year was great, but we want to see our graduates growing up.

The pictures must be in jpeg format. If you scan them yourself, they should be at 300 x 300 or
larger resolution as they will be projected on a large screen. If you do not have a scanner, you
can go to Walmart, Walgreens, etc. to have the pictures scanned and copied on a CD. Please
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note the approximate age of the student in each photo, so we can show them in order. (Your
best guess is better than ours.)
4)____Graduation Announcements. The group order will be
submitted at the end of business on March 17th.
This includes Announcements, Name Cards, Extra Tassels.
Announcements: $1.75 per card (including envelopes)
Name Card (Box of 50) $20
5)_____Dress Code: We do need to mention that there is a
dress code for the seniors. While we want this to be an
enjoyable occasion for you, please remember that it is a formal setting. Therefore, please abide
by the following guidelines, remembering that inappropriate attire will result in your either
not participating in the ceremony you have worked so hard for, or waiting while someone
runs home to bring you back the proper clothing. Thank you in advance.
LADIES: Dress, or blouse with dress slacks or skirt. No shorts, t-shirts, blue jeans, flip flops
or tennis shoes. The height of your shoe depends on how well you can navigate a series of
stairs to and from the stage without tumbling under the front pews.
GENTLEMEN: Dress shirt and slacks; ties are optional. No shorts, t-shirts, blue jeans, flip
flops or tennis shoes.
6)____ Rehearsal is at 11:00a.m. on the day before graduation, May 23rd in the Sanctuary of
Merritt Island Presbyterian Church.
On Graduation Day: Seniors must be at the church (dressed in the proper attire) no later than
10:30a.m., and the ceremony will start promptly at 11:00a.m. on Wednesday, May 24th.
7)____ All student accounts must be paid in full by April 24th, or we will have no choice
but to remove the student from the commencement walking list.
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Bright Futures Requirements:
1)_____Academic Requirements. There are three scholarships.
To qualify for Bright Futures, students should have begun planning to meet the requirements
at the beginning of high school, if not middle school. The Ambassador Christian Academy
web site has a whole section dedicated to Bright Futures; it's the Bright Futures Scholarship
Page.
If you have questions about what is required, meet with Mrs. Erskine ASAP.
Bright Futures Deadlines/Requirements are non-forgiving.
Award notifications for Bright Futures will be posted to student's online accounts. They will
not be e-mailed or sent via U.S. mail! Make sure the e-mail address you submit is a valid one
that the student can check. Students are advised to check their status often once the academic
school year has ended.
2)_____Qualifying SAT/ACT test must be taken by June 2017 to qualify. The school code is
100-400. If you have taken the test(s) without using our code, you must provide proof before
we can add it to the transcript or turn it in to Bright Futures. Check the Bright Futures
page for the specific score needed to qualify.
3)_____Request Bright Futures evaluation ON-LINE BEFORE MAY 24, 2017. If you don’t
ask to be evaluated before your graduation date, even though you meet the qualiﬁcations, you
will lose the scholarship.
4)_____Complete the required Community Service Hours. (100 for the Academic Scholars
Award, 75 for the Medallion Award.) If you have not already completed this requirement,
request a Community Service Log Sheet from the office.
The web site to get information about the Bright Futures Scholarship
is:http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/
To complete the Initial State Student Application (which is required) go to:
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/ua/sawstua_uaform.asp
From this page, click on the blue link that says "Initial State Student Application".
For best results, you should use a computer that has a Microsoft Internet Explorer browser.
(Explorer is not as safe as Firefox or Safari, but the state of Florida web designers don't seem
to get it.)
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The next page gives you several options, but what you need is: "Proceed To
Application" near the bottom of the page. Click that button.
It will make you acknowledge that you have read and understand the: "Before You Begin"
information. Click OK.
Most of the questions do not require an explanation, but some might:
Social Security Number
Date of Birth (They need the month first, then the day of the month.)
Name (This would be the one on your Birth Certificate, not what people call you.)
Number 15 is E-mail Address. Make sure it's one someone checks because they are going to
send you a user name and password that you will need.
Number 18 must be "yes."
Number 19 is Private. You are in a Private School
Number 20 ACA is in Brevard County.
Number 21 "Select the Florida high school last attended. There are two Ambassador
Christian Academies in Florida, you want: Ambassador Christian Academy, 175 Cone
Rd., Merritt Island, FL 32952.

Number 22 Your graduation date is 05/24/2017
Number 23 Even if you have taken some dual enrollment courses, you should select
FRESHMAN (first time in college). You were allowed to take courses at the college, but you
were not their student. Once you graduate, you must apply to the college for admission.
Number 24 This is your first choice of a college; it does not commit you to that college. If you
are not sure, EFSC (Eastern Florida State College) is a logical choice.
Number 25 You can leave blank.
Number 26 is just a guess as to what your GPA is. The actual transcript will be used to
determine your scholarship. All A's would be 4.0, all B's 3.0, and half and half would be 3.5.
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Number 27 See notes for number 26, but add a half point for college and honors classes.
Number 28 Leave blank.
Number 29 Mark both the SAT and ACT just in case you take both. The PERT is only used for
the Vocational Scholarship, so, if you are going to college, do not check this, as it will not be
used.
Number 30 (Yes and Yes) The answer is "yes" you would take the money. (We can only
nominate one and it will be the valedictorian.), and "yes" unless you are lying about who you
are, have a drug conviction and those unpaid student loans.
Number 31 Check the drop down list for the appropriate answer, or leave it as "none."
Number 32 No explanation required.
Number 33 If you qualified, you would know the name of the relative that was burned out or
killed in Rosewood (You don't know? Didn't you see the movie?) If you really want to know,
here is the Wikipedia page:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosewood,_Florida
Number 34 Ask your parents. If the answer is "no," you will have to ask the financial aid
person at the college on how to apply once you are enrolled in classes.
Number 35 and 36 If you say "yes," they will mail you stuff.
Number 37 The answer must be "yes." If you answer "no" you do not want to be considered
for the scholarship, we cannot submit a transcript, and this whole hour has been a waste.
Number 38 The answer must be "no."
Click the Submit / Print My Application and save a copy just in case a web server crashes,
and we have to prove you submitted this application on time.
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Calendar of Important Dates:
Important dates for Seniors:
Ambassador Christian Academy SAT/ACT test code is 100-400. See actstudent.org and collegeboard.com
Costs to Register for SAT : $43, ACT : $39.50, All registration is done on-line.

ACT-September 10, 2016
SAT-October 1, 2016
ACT-October 22, 2016
SAT-November 5, 2016
SAT-December 3, 2016
ACT-December 10, 2016
SAT-January 21, 2017
ACT-February 11, 2017
SAT-March 11, 2017
Last day to pay for Graduation ($70), Announcements, Turn in senior photos-March 17, 2017
Last day to pay for Grad Bash ($100)-March 31, 2017
ACT-April 8, 2017
Prom-April 22, 2017*
Last day to pay account in full-April 24, 2017
Grad Bash- April 29, 2017
SAT-May 6, 2017
Graduation Rehearsal-May 23, 2017 11:00a.m.
Graduation and Awards Ceremony-May 24, 2017 11:00a.m.
SAT-June 3, 2017
ACT-June 10, 2017

*Estimated Prom costs between $30-$50.
College visits are not on the schedule yet. Student cost is $5 - $10 per trip.
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Course Descriptions by Subject Area
English Language Arts
FOUR credits required . One from each level I-IV must be taken. The only exceptions are college level
courses taken through a college or university that can count for level III or IV .
ALL English MUST include literature and writing as a major concentration. K-8 level English or Grammar
courses are often broken into several parts for grading, like grammar, spelling, writing, vocabulary and
literature. At the high school level all of those parts are included in the course description for just one
course and are averaged proportionally for the credit.
English/Language Arts Courses:
1001310 ENGLISH I
1001320 ENGLISH I HONORS
1001340 ENGLISH 2
1001350 ENGLISH 2 HONORS
1001370 ENGLISH 3
1001380 ENGLISH 3 HONORS
1001400 ENGLISH 4
1001410 ENGLISH 4 HONORS

Level One (Ninth grade level)
1001310 ENGLISH I
This course continues to build on the sequential development and integration of communication skills in
four major areas—reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Benchmarks for the Florida Sunshine State
Standards are repeated as needed in course sequences. It most speciﬁcally focuses on deepening and
furthering students' understanding in the following ways:
• Reading–reinforces reading comprehension skills by teaching students how to understand and
appreciate poetry, drama, informative nonﬁction, and ﬁction; shows students how to analyze,
evaluate, and interpret a text; reinforces awareness of the elements and structure of narrative
prose; guides students through readings of drama, a novel, and selections from well-known
poetry, and short stories.
• Writing–furthers students’ understanding of sentence structures; reviews parts of speech and
their types, including in-depth studies on verbs (transitive, intransitive, conjugation, tense, voice,
mood); develops students’ understanding of the types and functions of phrases and clauses;
teaches language history and etymology to help students build on knowledge of word structures,
including preﬁxes, roots, and sufﬁxes; expands on students’ vocabulary skills; reviews spelling
skills; gives students the opportunity to develop their abilities in writing speeches, short essays,
poetry, friendly/business letters, and short stories.
• Speaking–offers students experience in delivering a speech; teaches skills that enable students
to become effective speakers and communicators, weaving these skills together throughout the
course.
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• Listening–teaches effective listening comprehension skills, weaving these together throughout
the lessons.
1001320 ENGLISH I HONORS
Integrated educational experiences in the language arts strands of reading, writing, listening, viewing,
speaking, language, and literature. Reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing competencies are
integrated throughout students' learning experiences. Benchmarks for the Florida Sunshine State
Standards are repeated as needed in course sequences. Increases occur in the complexity of materials
and tasks and in the students' independence in the application of skills and strategies. Learning tasks
and materials accommodate the individual needs of students, “with rigorous expectations appropriate
for Honors level students. Students will use reading strategies to construct meaning from informative,
technical, and literacy texts; acquire an extensive vocabulary; use process writing strategies in many
genres of writing; use speaking, listening, and view strategies in formal presentations; and understand
and respond to a variety of literary forms.

Level Two (Tenth grade level)
1001340 ENGLISH 2
This course continues to build on the sequential development and integration of communication skills in
four major areas—reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Benchmarks for the Florida Sunshine State
Standards are repeated as needed in course sequences. It focuses on deepening and furthering
students' understanding in the following ways:
 Reading–reinforces reading comprehension skills by teaching students how to comprehend and
appreciate poetry, drama, nonﬁction, and ﬁction; shows students how to analyze, evaluate, and
interpret a text; reinforces awareness of the elements and structure of narrative prose; guides
students through readings of the allegory Everyman and Sheldon’s In His Steps, as well as
selections of and excerpts from well known poetry and short stories.
 Writing–develops students’ understanding of complex sentence and paragraph structures,
providing hands-on experience with connectives, transitions, phrases, and clauses; teaches
language history and etymology to help students build on knowledge of grammar and word
structures; expands on students’ vocabulary skills; gives students the opportunity to develop
their abilities in writing a set of instructions, a literary critique, a poem, a short story, and a
speech.
 Speaking–offers students experience in delivering a speech; teaches skills that enable students
to become effective speakers and communicators, weaving the skills throughout the course.
 Listening–teaches effective listening comprehension skills, integrating these throughout the
lessons.
 Special Topics–incorporates research skills, including internet, library, and reference material
use, throughout the curriculum.
1001350 ENGLISH 2 HONORS
This course is provides integrated educational experiences in the language arts strands of reading,
writing, listening, viewing, speaking, language, and literature. Reading, writing, speaking, listening and
viewing competencies are integrated throughout students' learning experiences. Benchmarks for the
Florida Sunshine State Standards are repeated as needed in course sequences. As students progress
from one course to the next, increases should occur in the complexity of materials and tasks and in the
students' independence in the application of skills and strategies. Learning tasks and materials
accommodate the individual needs of students, "with rigorous expectations appropriate for Honors level
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students" in all Honors 1-4 courses. Students who successfully complete this course will use
independent reading strategies in all forms of reading material; acquire an extensive vocabulary; use
process writing strategies for all forms of writing; use speaking, listening, and viewing strategies in
formal discussions; understand and respond independently to a variety of literary forms; and
understand and use language successfully to impact readers, writers, listeners, speakers, and viewers.

Level Three (11 th Grade)
1001370 ENGLISH 3
This course continues to build on the sequential development and integration of communication skills in
four major areas—reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Benchmarks for the Florida Sunshine State
Standards are repeated as needed in course sequences. It most speciﬁcally focuses on deepening and
furthering students' understanding in the following ways:
• Reading–reinforces reading comprehension skills by teaching students comprehension
techniques for literary ﬁction, nonﬁction, poetry, and drama; discusses common literary devices;
shows students how to analyze, evaluate, and interpret a text; reinforces awareness of the
elements and structure of narrative and expository prose; guides students through readings of
Thornton Wilder’s Our Town (play) and Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird as well as selections of and
excerpts from well-known poetry and nonﬁction pieces.
• Writing–develops students’ writing skills by teaching about clauses and phrases in sentence
structures; reviews common sentence construction errors and methods for avoiding them;
provides practice in standard and nonstandard English, as well as specialized language use;
teaches Greek and Latin roots and preﬁxes to enhance vocabulary and spelling skills; expands
students’ abilities to write cohesive and coherent expository prose; gives students the
opportunity to develop their abilities in writing literary critiques, personal essays, poetry, and
research papers.
• Special Topics–incorporates research skills, including internet, library, and reference material
use, throughout the curriculum.
1001380 ENGLISH 3 HONORS
This course is to provide integrated educational experiences in the language arts strands of reading,
writing, listening, viewing, speaking, language, and American literature. Reading, writing, speaking,
listening and viewing competencies are integrated throughout students' learning experiences.
Benchmarks for the Florida Sunshine State Standards are repeated as needed in course sequences. As
students progress from one course to the next, increases should occur in the complexity of materials
and tasks and in the students' independence in the application of skills and strategies. Learning tasks
and materials accommodate the individual needs of students.

Level Four (12 th Grade)
1001400 ENGLISH 4
This course continues to build on the sequential development and integration of communication skills in
four major areas—reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Benchmarks for the Florida Sunshine State
Standards are repeated as needed in course sequences. It most speciﬁcally focuses on deepening and
furthering students' understanding in the following ways:
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• Reading–reinforces reading comprehension skills by teaching students comprehension
techniques for literary ﬁction, poetry, and drama, including discussion of common literary
devices; shows students how to analyze, evaluate, and interpret a text; reinforces awareness of
the elements and structure of narrative and expository prose; guides students through English
literary history, including readings of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Milton’s Paradise Lost, Beowulf,
Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress, and other selections of and excerpts from major English literary
ﬁgures.
• Writing–develops students’ writing skills by teaching about clauses and phrases in sentence
structures; reviews common sentence and paragraph construction errors and methods for
avoiding them; teaches Greek and Latin roots and preﬁxes to enhance vocabulary and spelling
skills; expands students’ abilities to write cohesive and coherent expository prose; gives students
the opportunity to develop their abilities in writing literary critiques, poetry, short stories, and
expository prose.
• Listening–teaches effective listening comprehension skills, weaving these throughout the
lessons; builds upon students' study skills as well as helps them to become reliable and efﬁcient
note takers.
• Special Topics- incorporates research skills, including internet, library, and reference material
use, throughout the curriculum.

1001410 ENGLISH 4 HONORS
This course is to provide integrated educational experiences in the language arts strands of reading,
writing, listening, viewing, speaking, language, and literature. Reading, writing, speaking, listening and
viewing competencies are integrated throughout students’ learning experiences. Benchmarks for the
Florida Sunshine State Standards are repeated as needed in course sequences. As students progress
from one course to the next, increases should occur in the complexity of materials and tasks and in the
students’ independence in the application of skills and strategies. Learning tasks and materials
accommodate the individual needs of students “with rigorous expectations appropriate for Honors level
students” in all Honors 1-4 courses. Students who successfully complete this course will use the reading
process to construct meaning using technical, informative, and imaginative texts; use writing processes
for various purposes with attention to style and format; use the research process and individual inquiry
to locate, analyze, and evaluate information; use effective listening, speaking, and viewing strategies in
informal and formal situations; understand the power of language as it impacts readers, writers,
listeners, viewers, and speakers; understand and analyze literary texts; and respond critically and
aesthetically to literature.
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Mathematics
FOUR credits required. *Algebra I, or an equivalent course is required., *Geometry or an equivalent
course is required., *Algebra IA, IB, Algebra I or Algebra I Honors are equivalent courses only one will
count.
College Preparatory Track (Meets the requirements for the Bright Futures Scholarship) A total of four
math credits all at the Algebra I level and above.
The Standard Diploma Track still requires Algebra I or an equivalent course(s) and Geometry, but can
then be followed by lower level courses.
College Preparatory Mathematics Courses:
1200310 ALGEBRA 1
1200320 ALGEBRA 1 HONORS
1200370 ALGEBRA 1A
1200380 ALGEBRA 1B
1200330 ALGEBRA 2
1200340 ALGEBRA 2 HONORS
1200700 MATH FOR COLLEGE READINESS
1202340 PRE-CALCULUS
1206310 GEOMETRY
1206320 GEOMETRY HONORS
1207310 LIBERAL ARTS MATHEMATICS II (FLVS)
1211300 TRIGONOMETRY HONORS (.5 Credit Course)
Non College Preparatory Mathematics Courses:
1200400 INTENSIVE MATHEMATICS
1207300 LIBERAL ARTS MATHEMATICS 1
9999999 CONSUMER MATH
1200310 ALGEBRA 1
This course is a full year, high school credit course that is intended for the student who has successfully
mastered the core algebraic concepts covered in the prerequisite course, PreAlgebra. Within the
Algebra I course, the student will explore basic algebraic fundamentals such as evaluating, creating,
solving and graphing linear, quadratic, and polynomial functions. Upon successfully completing the
course, the student should have mastered the following concepts:
• Solve single variable, absolute value, and linear systems of equations.
• Solve and graph single variable, absolute value, and linear inequalities.
• Evaluate, solve, and graph linear and quadratic functions as well as conceptualize the relationship
between the independent and dependent variable of a function.
• Understand and know how to apply the distance, midpoint, and slope formulas as well as the
Pythagorean theorem.
• Form an equation of a line using the slope-intercept, point-slope and standard forms of a line.
• Organize data in the form of a table or matrix; perform complex matrix operations such as
multiplication, evaluating the determinant, and solving a system of linear equations using Cramer's
Rule. • Apply basic fundamental rules of exponents.
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• Be able to construct a formula or equation necessary to solve algebraic word problems involving
area, perimeter, and linear systems of equations, basic probability and statistical reasoning, distance,
and compounding interest.
• Evaluate rational expressions and solve equations with rational expressions.
• Simplify and perform operations with radical expressions and polynomials
1200320 ALGEBRA 1 HONORS
This course provides a rigorous and in-depth study of algebra, emphasizing deductive reasoning skills, as
a foundation for more advanced mathematics courses and to develop the skills needed to solve
mathematical problems. Topics covered in Algebra 1 Honors shall include, but not be limited to:
quantitative reasoning; laws of integral and rational exponents; contextualizing situations to create
equations and inequalities; solving and the justiﬁcation of solution of linear, simple exponential,
quadratic, and simple radical equations & inequalities; working with arithmetic and geometric
sequences; solving and the justiﬁcation of solution of linear and quadratic systems of equations and
inequalities; graphing linear, exponential, and quadratic two variable equations; understanding the
concept of a function and then use that understanding to construct new functions(functions limited to:
linear, quadratic, exponential, and radical functions); analyzing functions and their inherent properties;
ﬁnding the inverse of linear and quadratic functions; creating linear and exponential models of real
world data and then use the models to make predictions; simplifying and factoring polynomial
expressions; proving polynomial identities; simplifying radical expressions; summarizing, representing,
and interpreting data on single count or measurement data, and two categorical variables; using the
mean and standard distribution to estimate population percentages.
1200370 ALGEBRA 1A
1200380 ALGEBRA 1B
The combination of these two courses reﬁnes the algebraic concepts and processes learned in middle
school mathematics courses and then use that knowledge to solve a variety of real world and
mathematical problems. Topics covered in Algebra 1 shall include, but not be limited to: quantitative
reasoning; laws of integral and rational exponents; contextualizing situations to create equations and
inequalities; solving and the justiﬁcation of solution of linear, simple exponential, and quadratic
equations & inequalities; solving and the justiﬁcation of solution of linear systems of equations and
inequalities; graphing linear, exponential, and quadratic two variable equations; understanding the
concept of a function and then use that understanding to construct new functions(functions limited to:
linear, quadratic, exponential, and radical functions); analyzing functions and their inherent properties;
creating linear and exponential models of real world data and then use the models to make predictions;
simplifying and factoring polynomial expressions; simplifying radical expressions; summarizing,
representing, and interpreting data on single count or measurement data, and two categorical variables.
1206310 GEOMETRY
A full year, high school math course for the student who has successfully completed the prerequisite
course, Algebra I. The course focuses on the skills and methods of linear, coordinate, and plane
geometry. In it, students will gain solid experience with geometric calculations and coordinate plane
graphing, methods of formal proof, and techniques of construction. By the end of the course, students
will be expected to do the following:
• Understand deﬁned terms, axioms, postulates, and theories.
• Apply rules of formal logic and construct proofs in two-column format.
• Know how to solve for angles given parallels, perpendiculars, and transversals.
• Demonstrate how to solve for sides and angles of triangles, quadrilaterals, and polygons.
33

High School Planning Guide| Ambassador Christian Academy

• Understand trigonometric ratios and know how to use them to solve for unknown sides and angles
in given triangles as well as application word problems.
• Be able to determine arcs, chords, and sectors of circles.
• Calculate perimeter, area, and volume of ﬁgures and solids.
• Graph lines and determine slopes, midpoints, and distances.
• Make geometric constructions on paper.
• Represent results of motion geometry (translation, rotation, reﬂection, dilation).
1206320 GEOMETRY HONORS
This course gives a rigorous in-depth study of geometry with emphasis on methods of proof and formal
language of Topics shall include, but not be limited to: constructing and determining the validity of
logical statements; construction of various abstract geometric objects; transforming geometric objects
on the Euclidian and Descartes plane; proving theorems involving the intersection of parallel lines and
segments; proving theorems involving triangles, quadrilaterals, & circles and their inherent properties
and then use these properties to solve problems involving these ﬁgures; solving problems involving the
use of the Pythagorean Theorem, and the Sine, Cosine, and Tangent ratios; proving the validity of the
Law of Sines and then use it and the Law of Cosines to ﬁnd unknown measures in triangles; proving
theorems involving quadrilaterals and their inherent properties and then use these properties to solve
problems involving quadrilaterals; deriving and applying formulas for ﬁnding perimeter, area, volume, &
surface area; deriving the equations of the parabola, hyperbola, and ellipse.
1200330 ALGEBRA 2
Algebra II is a full-year, high school math course intended for the student who has successfully
completed the prerequisite course Algebra I. This course focuses on algebraic techniques and methods
in order to develop student understanding of advanced number theory, concepts involving linear,
quadratic and polynomial functions, and pre-calculus theories. This course also integrates geometric
concepts and skills throughout the units, as well as introducing students to basic trigonometric identities
and problem solving. By the end of the course, students will be expected to do the following:
• Understand set notation and the structure of mathematical systems.
• Know how to use functional notation and operations on functions.
• Simplify and solve algebraic fractions.
• Perform operations on polynomials, including factoring, long division, and synthetic division.
• Solve algebraic word problems involving mixtures, money, integers, and work.
• Evaluate and solve radical expressions and equations.
• Solve systems of equations with graphing, substitution, and matrices.
• Graph and solve quadratic equations, including conic sections.
• Graph and solve exponential and logarithmic equations.
• Calculate permutations, combinations, and complex probabilities.
1200340 ALGEBRA 2 HONORS
This course continues in the study of the structure of algebra and geometry with emphasis on theory,
proof and development of formulas in order to provide the foundation for applying these skills to PreCalculus, Statistics, and other mathematical and scientiﬁc ﬁelds. Topics shall include but not be limited
to: studying the following common functions: square root, exponential, logarithmic, polynomial,
rational, cube root, piecewise deﬁned, and trigonometric); being able to describe the key features and
then sketch the graph of a function: ( intercepts; intervals where the function is increasing, decreasing,
positive, or negative; relative maximums and minimums; symmetries; and end behavior); understanding
the structure and properties of the complex number system; using arithmetic and geometric sequences
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& series to solve problems; understanding the concept of an inverse relation/ function; performing
various function transformations ﬂuently; calculating and interpreting the rate of change of a function;
understanding the structure of polynomial expressions in order to be able to ﬂuently perform
factorizations on polynomials; proving basic theorems about polynomials; being able to ﬂuently solve
polynomial equations over the complex number system; being able to contextualize a real world
situation into a common function the best ﬁts the data; fundamentally understanding the unit circle;
using radian measure to solve problems; understanding the basic concepts of independent and
conditional probability; understanding and evaluating random processes for a given set of statistical
data (Non- inferential statistics); applying the general probabilistic multiplication rule; using
permutations and combinations to solve problems.
1200700 MATH FOR COLLEGE READINESS
Are you ready for college success? This course is intended for grade 11 or 12 students, whose test scores
on the Postsecondary Educational Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.) are at or below the established cut scores for
mathematics, indicating that they are not yet “college ready” in mathematics or simply need some
additional instruction in content to prepare them for success in college level mathematics. This course
incorporates the Common Core Standards for Mathematical Practices as well as the following Common
Core Standards for Mathematical Content: Expressions and Equations, the Number System, Functions,
Algebra, Geometry, Number and Quantity, Statistics and Probability, and the Common Core Standards
for High School Modeling. The standards align with the Mathematics Postsecondary Readiness
Competencies deemed necessary for entry-level college courses.

1202340 PRE-CALCULUS
A full-year, high school credit course that is intended for the student who has successfully mastered the
core algebraic and conceptual geometric concepts covered in the prerequisite courses: Algebra I,
Geometry, and Algebra II. The course primarily focuses on the skills and methods of analytic geometry
and trigonometry while investigating further relationships in functions, probability, number theory,
limits, and the introduction of derivatives. Upon successfully completing the course, students should
have mastered the following concepts:
• Perform operations on functions including composition and inverses. • Graph, evaluate, and solve
exponential and logarithmic functions and equations.
• Utilize the unit circle in evaluating trigonometric identities; prove trigonometric identities; graph
trigonometric functions and their inverses.
• Solve application problems involving right triangle trigonometry, special right triangles, and law of
sines and cosines.
• Convert between Cartesian and polar forms; graph equations in polar coordinates.
• Graph and solve quadratic equations that include conic sections.
• Calculate probabilities, combinations, and permutations.
• Calculate summations and limits of functions.
• Relate analytical operations of limits, slope of a tangent line, and the deﬁnition of a derivative.

1211300 TRIGONOMETRY HONORS
(.5 Credit Course) Trigonometry is for high school students who have successfully completed Algebra I,
Geometry, and Algebra II. The materials cover a development of trigonometry from right triangle
trigonometry to oblique triangles and the polar plane. Throughout the course, students will develop
trigonometric formulas and use them in real-world applications, evaluate trigonometric proofs using
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complex trigonometric identities and solving trigonometric equations with regard to the unit circle. The
course seeks to help students expand their knowledge and skills so that they may achieve the following
goals:
• Use trigonometry as a tool for indirect measurement.
• Model natural phenomenon with trigonometric functions.
• Perform operations with complex numbers using trigonometry.
• Use trigonometric identities to evaluate trigonometric proofs and solve trigonometric equations
with regard to the unit circle.
• Solve for unknown sides and angles of right and oblique triangles using right triangle trigonometry,
law of sines and law of cosines.
In attaining these goals, students will begin to see the "big picture" of mathematics and understand how
numeric, algebraic, and geometric concepts are woven together to build a foundation for higher
mathematical thinking.

Non College Preparatory Mathematics Courses
These courses can be used as one of the four math credits needed towards earning a high school
diploma, however they are not rigorous enough to be considered as a math credit towards admission
to the Florida State University System or a NCAA eligible program and it cannot be used as a math
credit for the Bright Futures Scholarship.
1200400 INTENSIVE MATHEMATICS
A mathematics course for high school students who have successfully completed either general
mathematics for grade 8 or pre-algebra. The materials in this course integrate the topics of algebra,
geometry, probability, and statistics. Throughout the course, students will practice algebraic thinking
and use algebra to model and solve real world problems. Students are exposed to several branches of
mathematics and will explore ways in which each one can be used as a mathematical model in
understanding the world. The course seeks to help students expand their knowledge and skills so that
they may achieve the following goals:
• Gain an increased awareness of math as a life skill.
• Understand how math is like a language, with a set of conventions.
• Realize that while mathematical models are useful in studying the world, they have limits. In
attaining these goals, students will begin to see the “big picture” of mathematics and understand
how numeric, algebraic, and geometric concepts are woven together to build a foundation for higher
mathematical thinking.
9999999 CONSUMER MATH
Consumer Math is an introduction to the many ways in which math can be used in everyday life. The
course gives practical advice on how to handle situations that involve money and math principles.
Consumer Math focuses on the basic skills and methods of arithmetic and provides students the
opportunity to develop experience with algebraic techniques of evaluating variables and equations,
including geometric formulas and interest equations. Students will also be introduced to topics in
statistics. Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Use basic math operations on fractions, decimals, and percents.
• Interpret graphs and charts.
• Understand sets and basic set theory.
• Calculate simple probabilities.
• Calculate statistical measures of variation.
• Use similarity and right triangle ratios for indirect measurement.
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• Calculate taxes, discounts, and interest amounts.
• Apply math to everyday concerns, as well as to the realms of business and government.
MAT1033 INTERMEDITATE ALGEBRA
A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as one half credit per Florida Department of Education
guidelines.
Lower-Division College Credit
Prerequisites: MAT 0024 or appropriate placement examination score
This course provides the foundation for higher-level courses in algebra through the development of
algebraic skills, as well as examination of the basic mathematical principles underlying those skills. The
course topics include factoring, rational expressions, linear and quadratic equations, rational exponents,
radical expressions, graphing, systems of equations and inequalities, complex numbers, rational
equations, functions, proportion and variation, and applications.
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Science/Natural Science
Three credits required, two must have a lab component.
Biology or its equivalent as a required course.
College Preparatory Science Courses that include a lab component:
2000310 BIOLOGY 1
2000320 BIOLOGY 1 HONORS
2000350 ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY
2000360 ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY HONORS
2001310 EARTH SPACE SCIENCE
2001320 EARTH SPACE SCIENCE HONORS
2003310 PHYSICAL SCIENCE
2003320 PHYSICAL SCIENCE HONORS
2003340 CHEMISTRY 1
2003350 CHEMISTRY 1 HONORS
2000310 BIOLOGY 1
Biology is intended to expose students to
the designs and patterns of living organisms that have been created by God. In preceding years,
students should have developed a foundational understanding of life sciences. This biology course will
expand upon that knowledge and incorporate more abstract knowledge. The student's understanding
should encompass both the micro and macro aspects of life and this biology course includes both. The
major concepts covered are taxonomy, the chemical basis of life, cellular structure and function,
genetics, microbiology, botany, human anatomy and physiology, and ecological principles. Students at
this level should show development in their ability and understanding of scientiﬁc inquiry. The units
contain experiments and projects that seek to develop a deeper conceptual meaning for the student
and actively engage the student. The continued exposure of science concepts and scientiﬁc inquiry will
serve to improve the student's skill and understanding. Biology should be preceded or accompanied by
an Algebra I course. Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Classify different animals using taxonomy.
• Demonstrate a knowledge of molecular structure as it relates to organic compounds.
• Use a microscope to study microscopic organisms.
• Describe cells, their different parts, and the function of a cell.
• Discuss the different parts of a plant.
• Describe and explain the function of each system in the human body.
• Perform Punnett square functions to determine probability of inheritance.
• Differentiate between mitosis and meiosis and between asexual and sexual reproduction.
• Understand the impact man has on the environment.
2000320 BIOLOGY 1 HONORS
This course provides exploratory experiences and laboratory and real-life applications in the biological
sciences. Laboratory investigations, which include the use of scientiﬁc research, measurement,
laboratory technologies, and safety procedures, are an integral part of this course. The content includes,
but is not be limited to, the following: The nature of science, matter, energy, and chemical processes of
life, cells: biology, reproduction, and communication, genetics: principles, molecular basis, diversity, and
biotechnologies, levels of organization, classiﬁcation, and taxonomy, structure, function, and
reproduction of plants, animals, and microorganisms, behavior of organisms, interdependence of
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organisms, humans, and the environment, biological selection, adaptations, and changes through time,
agricultural, food, and medical technologies and careers. This course will include additional
requirements to provide for a more in-depth or enriched study of the course requirements than Biology
1.
2000350 ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY
Explore the organization of the human body and how it works. Acquire knowledge necessary to
understand what the body is doing and how you can help the body cope with many different situations.
Body systems will be studied in order to understand how their structure, location, and function allow for
interaction with other parts of the body. The content includes, but is not be limited to, the following:
Implementation of scientiﬁc habits of mind, application of scientiﬁc knowledge, methodology, and
historical context to solve problems, use of laboratory technologies. Topics to include: Introduction to
Anatomy and Physiology, Tissues, Skin-The Largest Organ, Human Skeleton, Bone Tissue and Markings,
Axial and Appendicular Muscles, Skeletal Muscle, Muscle Contraction, Physiology of Muscle, Nervous
System, The Spinal Cord, The Brain, Sympathetic and Parasympathetic, Nerve Conduction, Senses,
Endocrine System, Hormones, Cardiovascular System, Blood Vessels and Electrocardiogram,
Components of Blood, Homeostasis, Typing, and Transfusion, Respiratory System, Digestive System,
Molecules of Life, Macromolecule Reactions, Enzymes, Excretory System, Excretory Structures, Immune
System, Lymph System, Reproductive System, Fertilization to Birth, Fetal Circulation
2000360 ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY HONORS
This course enables students to develop understanding of the relationships between the structures and
functions of the human body. Laboratory investigations of selected topics in the content, which also
include use of the scientiﬁc method, measurement, laboratory apparatus, and safety procedures, are an
integral part of this course. Inquiry into current technology and applications of anatomical and
physiological principles and their relationship to the environment is encouraged.
The content includes, but is not be limited to, the following: Implementation of scientiﬁc habits of
mind, application of scientiﬁc knowledge, methodology, and historical context to solve problems, use of
laboratory technologies. Topics to include: Introduction to Anatomy and Physiology, Tissues, Skin-The
Largest Organ, Human Skeleton, Bone Tissue and Markings, Axial and Appendicular Muscles, Skeletal
Muscle, Muscle Contraction, Physiology of Muscle, Nervous System, The Spinal Cord, The Brain,
Sympathetic and Parasympathetic, Nerve Conduction, Senses, Endocrine System, Hormones,
Cardiovascular System, Blood Vessels and Electrocardiogram, Components of Blood, Homeostasis,
Typing, and Transfusion, Respiratory System, Digestive System, Molecules of Life, Macromolecule
Reactions, Enzymes, Excretory System, Excretory Structures, Immune System, Lymph System,
Reproductive System, Fertilization to Birth, Fetal Circulation.
This course will include additional requirements to provide for a more in-depth or enriched study of the
course requirements than Anatomy and Physiology.
2001310 EARTH SPACE SCIENCE
A course that explores Earth’s structure, interacting systems, and place in the universe. The course
uncovers concepts and processes found in:
• astronomy – Earth’s place in and interaction with space,
• geology – physical structure and dynamic processes,
• meteorology – atmosphere, weather and climate, and
• oceanography – oceans and marine life.
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Students will have the opportunity to evaluate and explore many scientiﬁc concepts by participating in
interactive lab sessions, conducting hands-on activities, and completing projects designed to improve
the understanding of Earth and its dynamic functions.
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Gain increased awareness about where Earth came from, how Earth functions and sustains life, and
how the many systems and processes of Earth rely on and balance one another.
• Improve scientiﬁc evaluation skills and apply them to the study of Earth’s physical geography and
dynamic processes.
• Discover tools that allow for the study of Earth and its further exploration.
The content includes, but not be limited to, the following:
the nature of science, the universe and the solar system, the developmental cycle of stars, the earthmoon system, space exploration, formation of igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks and
identiﬁcation and, classiﬁcation of rocks and minerals, geological divisions of the earth, formation of
land forms and basic mountain types, fundamentals of plate tectonics, formation of rivers and water
systems, glaciers, hydrologic cycle, physical oceanography, meteorology, including development of
hazardous weather, weather mapping, weather systems, frontal, development, and satellite imagery,
types of soils and erosion -renewable and nonrenewable energy resources.
2001320 EARTH SPACE SCIENCE HONORS
This course develops and applies concepts basic to the Earth, its materials, processes, history, and
environment in space. The content includes, but is not be limited to, the following:
The nature of science, the universe and the solar system, the developmental cycle of stars, the earthmoon system, space exploration, formation of igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic rocks and
identiﬁcation and classiﬁcation of rocks and minerals, geological divisions of the earth, formation of land
forms and basic mountain types, fundamentals of plate tectonics, formation of rivers and water
systems, glaciers, hydrologic cycle, physical oceanography, meteorology, including development of
hazardous weather, weather mapping, weather systems, frontal development, and satellite imagery,
types of soils and erosion, renewable and nonrenewable energy resources.
This course will include additional requirements to provide for a more in-depth or enriched study of the
course requirements than Earth/Space Science.
2003310 PHYSICAL SCIENCE
An entry-level science course covering basic concepts found in chemistry and physics. An experimentalinvestigative course dealing with matter, energy, motion and force, including the study of mechanics,
heat, sound, light, electricity, magnetism and atomic structure. The experiments and investigative
activity are designed to induce and stimulate participation and involvement and teach laboratory
techniques. Throughout the course, students will have opportunities to observe simulations, investigate
ideas, and solve problems.
The content includes, but is not be limited to, the following:
Segment 1
Speed, Velocity and Acceleration, The Laws of Motion, Forces in Action, Energy, Work and Power,
Energy Transfer, Introduction to waves, Mechanical waves, Electromagnetic waves, Reﬂection and
Refraction, Electrical Charges, Electrical Current, Electrical Circuits, Magnetism, Relationship between
Electricity and magnetism, Renewable and NonRenewable Resources.
Segment 2
Classifying Matter, States of Matter, Properties of Matter, Atomic Theory, Atomic Mass, Periodic Table
of Elements, Chemical Bonding, Chemical Formulas, Hydrogen hydroxide, Solubility and Concentration,
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Acids and Bases, Chemical reactions, Classifying Chemical Reactions, Reaction Rates and Energy,
Radioactivity, Nuclear Reactions, Better Living through Chemistry.
2003320 PHYSICAL SCIENCE HONORS
An entry-level science course covering basic concepts found in chemistry and physics. An experimentalinvestigative course dealing with matter, energy, motion and force, including the study of mechanics,
heat, sound, light, electricity, magnetism and atomic structure. The experiments and investigative
activity are designed to induce and stimulate participation and involvement and teach laboratory
techniques. Throughout the course, students will have opportunities to observe simulations, investigate
ideas, and solve problems.
The content includes, but is not be limited to, the following:
Segment 1
Speed, Velocity and Acceleration, The Laws of Motion, Forces in Action, Energy, Work and Power,
Energy Transfer, Introduction to waves, Mechanical waves, Electromagnetic waves, Reﬂection and
Refraction, Electrical Charges, Electrical Current, Electrical Circuits, Magnetism, Relationship between
Electricity and magnetism, Renewable and NonRenewable Resources.
Segment 2
Classifying Matter, States of Matter, Properties of Matter, Atomic Theory, Atomic Mass, Periodic Table
of Elements, Chemical Bonding, Chemical Formulas, Hydrogen hydroxide, Solubility and Concentration,
Acids and Bases, Chemical reactions, Classifying Chemical Reactions, Reaction Rates and Energy,
Radioactivity, Nuclear Reactions, Better Living through Chemistry.
This course will include additional requirements to provide for a more in-depth or enriched study of the
course requirements than Physical Science.
2003340 CHEMISTRY 1
Chemistry is intended to expose students to the designs and patterns in the world that God has created.
In preceding years, students should have developed an understanding for the macroscopic properties of
substances and been introduced to the microstructure of substances. This chemistry course will expand
upon that knowledge, further develop the microstructure of substances, and teach the symbolic and
mathematical world of formulas, equations, and symbols. The major concepts covered are
measurement, atomic structure, chemical formulas and bonding, chemical reactions, stoichiometry,
gases, chemical equilibrium, and organic chemistry.
Students at this level should show development in their ability and understanding of scientiﬁc inquiry.
The units contain experiments and projects that seek to develop a deeper conceptual meaning for the
student and actively engage the student. The continued exposure of science concepts and scientiﬁc
inquiry will serve to improve the student’s skill and understanding.
Chemistry should be preceded by an Algebra I course and preceded or accompanied by an Algebra II
course
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Calculate and convert units using scientiﬁc notation and signiﬁcant ﬁgures.
• Explain the differences between elements, compounds, and mixtures.
• Use Avogadro’s number and the gas laws to calculate different variables in chemistry examples.
• Explain and use the periodic table.
• Recognize symbols for common elements.
• Differentiate between the different types of bonds. • Predict how different elements will reacts.
• Describe acid-base reactions and redox reactions.
• Demonstrate an understanding of organic chemistry and carbon compounds.
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2003350 CHEMISTRY 1 HONORS
Chemistry is intended to expose students to the designs and patterns in the world that God has created.
In preceding years, students should have developed an understanding for the macroscopic properties of
substances and been introduced to the microstructure of substances. This chemistry course will expand
upon that knowledge, further develop the microstructure of substances, and teach the symbolic and
mathematical world of formulas, equations, and symbols. The major concepts covered are
measurement, atomic structure, chemical formulas and bonding, chemical reactions, stoichiometry,
gases, chemical equilibrium, and organic chemistry.
Students at this level should show development in their ability and understanding of scientiﬁc inquiry.
The units contain experiments and projects that seek to develop a deeper conceptual meaning for the
student and actively engage the student. The continued exposure of science concepts and scientiﬁc
inquiry will serve to improve the student’s skill and understanding.
Chemistry should be preceded by an Algebra I course and preceded or accompanied by an Algebra II
course
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Calculate and convert units using scientiﬁc notation and signiﬁcant ﬁgures.
• Explain the differences between elements, compounds, and mixtures.
• Use Avogadro’s number and the gas laws to calculate different variables in chemistry examples.
• Explain and use the periodic table.
• Recognize symbols for common elements.
• Differentiate between the different types of bonds. • Predict how different elements will reacts.
• Describe acid-base reactions and redox reactions.
• Demonstrate an understanding of organic chemistry and carbon compounds.
This course will include additional requirements to provide for a more in-depth or enriched study of the
course requirements than Chemistry 1.
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Social Studies/History
Three credits required. One credit of World History,
one credit of U.S. History, one half credit of
American Government and one half credit of
Economics (or their equivalent) is required.
Ambassador Christian Academy’s approved course
list does not list any of the Social Studies or History
textbooks developed for public schools. Their use,
including courses taught through the Florida Virtual
School, will not be approved or certiﬁed. See page
four of this handbook for details.
Social Studies/History Courses:
2100310 U.S. HISTORY
2100320 U.S. HISTORY HONORS
2102335 ECONOMICS WITH FINANCIAL LITERACY
2102345 ECONOMICS WITH FINANCIAL LITERACY HONORS
2103300 WORLD CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY
2103310 WORLD CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY HONORS
2106310 AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
2106320 AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HONORS
2106330 CIVICS
2109310 WORLD HISTORY
2109320 WORLD HISTORY HONORS
2100310 U.S. HISTORY
United States History continues the process of developing in students an understanding as seen in the
record of man and his relationships. The course covers early American exploration to the present day,
placing special emphasis on the politics of the 18th and early 19th centuries and the Civil War. These
areas of focus target three major content strands: History, Geography, and Government and Citizenship.
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Understand how conﬂict between the American colonies and Great Britain led to American
independence.
• Understand political, economic, and social changes that occurred in the United States during the
19th century, including changes resulting from the Industrial Revolution.
• Explain how political, economic, and social changes in the U.S. led to conﬂict among sections of the
United States in the 19th century.
• Describe the causes and effects of the Civil War and its aftermath.
• Describe the causes and effects of both World Wars.
• Understand some of the key challenges facing American society in the late 20th and early 21st
centuries.
Additionally, students will gain practice in writing essays and reports, covering topics like the Monroe
Doctrine, the states’ rights debate, the Lincoln-Douglas debates, isolationism, the New Deal, the Korean
conﬂict, and more.
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2100320 U.S. HISTORY HONORS
An in-depth and comprehensive understanding of the chronological development of the American
people, with a major focus on the post-Reconstruction period, by examining the political, economic,
social, religious, military, scientiﬁc, and cultural events that have affected the nation. Appropriate
concepts and skills will be developed in connection with the following content: review of U.S. History
prior to 1880; geographic-history development in time-space; an analysis of the signiﬁcant turning
points and trends in the development of American culture and institutions; the impact of expansion on
the United States; the origin and development of American documents, ideals, and characteristics; an
understanding of the relationship between idealism and reality in the development of the United States
Constitution and Bill of Rights; the use of interpretation in the changing role of the Constitution over the
centuries; political, social, and economic conﬂicts and resolutions; an analysis of sectionalism as a force
in American life over the centuries; comparison of the technological and urban transformations of our
nation in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries; interpretations of the changes in lifestyles through the
centuries; an analysis of the changes in foreign policy from regional to global; an evaluation of the cycles
characteristic of American economic development through the centuries; and an analysis of
contemporary domestic and foreign issues with projected scenarios through the 21st century.
2102335 ECONOMICS WITH FINANCIAL LITERACY
This course provides students with the knowledge and decision-making tools necessary for
understanding how society organizes its limited resources to satisfy its wants. Students will gain
understanding of choices they must make as producers, consumers, investors, and taxpayers. The
primary content emphasis for this course pertains to the study of the concepts and processes of the
national and international economic systems.
The content includes but is not be limited to the following:
Currency, banking, and monetary policy; the fundamental concepts relevant to the major economic
systems; the global market and economy; major economic theories and economists; the role and
inﬂuence of the government and ﬁscal policies; economic measurements, tools, and methodology;
ﬁnancial and investment markets; and the business cycle.
2102345 ECONOMICS WITH FINANCIAL LITERACY HONORS
This course provides students the opportunity to acquire a comprehensive understanding of the way in
which society organizes to utilize its limited resources to satisfy unlimited wants and the distinguishing
characteristics of other types of economic systems with particular attention to the American mixed
market system. The major emphasis for this course pertains to the study of the concepts and processes
of the national and international economic systems. Appropriate concepts and skills will be developed in
connection with the following content: use of economic reasoning and principles in reaching decisions in
the market place. Necessary to that understanding are the role and impact of economic wants;
productive resources; scarcity and choices; opportunity costs and trade-offs; economic incentives;
specialization comparative advantage; division of labor; interdependence; how a market functions; the
role of pricing and price determination; types of market failures; saving and investment; the role and
function of currency, banking, and monetary policy; labor, supply and demand; the fundamental
concepts relevant to the major economic systems; the global market and economy, major economic
theories and economists; the role and inﬂuence of the government and ﬁscal policies; economic
measurements, tools, and methodology; ﬁnancial and investment markets; and the business cycle.
2103300 WORLD CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY
This course assists the student in acquiring an understanding of the interrelationships between people
and their environment. Appropriate concepts and skills will be developed in connection with an
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investigation into the relationship between physical geography, natural resources, and the economic,
political, social, cultural, religious, and historical aspects of human activity.
2103310 WORLD CULTURAL GEOGRAPHY HONORS
Develops multicultural understanding and use of geographical concepts and skills to acquire information
and systematically apply decision-making processes to real-life situations. They will acquire an
understanding of interrelationships between people and their environment, including the study of world
cultural regions in terms of location, physical characteristics, demographics, historical change, economic
activity, and land use.
2106310 AMERICAN GOVERNMENT
This course enables students to gain an understanding of American government and political behavior
that is essential for effective citizenship and active involvement in a democratic American society.
The content includes, but is not be limited to, the following:
Interrelationship between American government and the American economic system; documents that
shape our political traditions, including the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, the Bill
of Rights and the Federalist Papers; functions of the three branches of government at the local, state,
and national levels; Florida government, including the State Constitution, municipal and county
government; the evolving role of political parties and interest groups in determining government policy;
how rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democratic state have evolved and been interpreted;
contemporary political issues; career opportunities available in government services; the importance of
civic participation in the democratic political process, and the role of women and diverse cultural groups
in the development of our political system.
2106320 AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HONORS
This course provides the opportunity to acquire a comprehensive understanding of American
government and political behavior that is essential for effective citizenship and active involvement in a
democratic American society. The content includes, but is not be limited to, the following:
Interrelationship between American government and the American economic system; an evaluation of
those documents which shape our political traditions, including but not limited to, the Declaration of
Independence, the U.S. Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the Federalist Papers; an analysis of the roles
of the three branches of government at the local, state, and national levels; a comparative view of the
changing nature of the roles of the three branches of government at the local, state, and national levels,
Florida government; including the State Constitution, municipal and county government; a comparative
view of the changing nature of political parties and interest groups in determining government policy;
how rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democratic state have evolved and been interpreted;
contemporary political issues; career opportunities available in government services; the importance of
civic participation in the democratic political process; and the role of women and diverse cultural groups
in the development of our political system.
2106330 CIVICS
Students will learn about the rights and responsibilities of being an American citizen. By studying
different forms of government, students will investigate what motivated America's founding fathers as
they drafted the U.S. Constitution. Students will also learn about the branches of the U.S. government as
laid out in the Constitution and about the structure of state and local governments. In each unit,
students will complete an in-depth project related to that unit's topic.
Through this course, students will do the following:
• Understand the deﬁnition of government and explain its role in the life of the citizen.
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• Explore why politics takes place any time a group of individuals is gathered together.
• Understand the differences and relationships between civic life, political life, and private life.
• Analyze the inﬂuence of the federal government on the American economy.
• Analyze the elements of America's market economy in a global setting.
2109310 WORLD HISTORY
World History continues the process of developing in students an understanding of the record of man
and his relationships. With an emphasis on Western Europe, the course surveys ancient civilizations to
the end of the 20th century, through the Reformation and the two World Wars. These areas of focus
target three major content strands: History, Geography, and Social Studies Skills.
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Understand Western civilization from its beginnings to the present day.
• Understand the signiﬁcant political and economic transformations and signiﬁcant cultural and
scientiﬁc events in Europe during the Renaissance.
• Understand signiﬁcant religious and societal issues from the Renaissance through the Reformation.
• Understand the signiﬁcant social and political developments in Europe and America brought on by
the English, American, and French Revolutions.
• Understand the effects of the Industrial Revolution.
• Analyze major historical and political events of the 20th century, including the two World Wars, the
Cold War, and the Vietnam War.
Additionally, students will gain practice in report-writing.

2109320 WORLD HISTORY HONORS
This course provideS the opportunity to acquire a comprehensive understanding of the past in terms of
what has been interpreted about change or process as it is related to the development of humanity. This
is done by analyzing the political, economic, social, religious, military, dynastic, scientiﬁc, and cultural
events that have shaped and molded humanity. Implicit in this is an understanding of the historical
method, the inquiry process, historical reasoning and interpretation, and the issues of external and
internal validity. Appropriate concepts and skills will be developed in connection with the following
content: geographichistoric development in time-space; comparative views of history; the origin and
development of contrasting civilizations; an analysis of cultural universals, the role of religion and the
impact of religious thoughts, the varieties of contrasting political theories and philosophies; the role of
science and technology as a social catalyst; nationalism as a cohesive force in history; the diversity of
economic thought and practices in the world; an analysis of the inﬂuence of the major ﬁgures and
events; and interpretations concerning the historical development of our present world order.

46

High School Planning Guide| Ambassador Christian Academy

World Languages
Although Foreign Language is not required for
graduation, the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship
and the Florida University system requires two (2)
sequential Foreign Language courses. (i.e.,in the
same language)
Foreign Language for High School credit is not to be
confused with lower level or conversational
language courses for younger students that do not contain the rigor or quality of grammar and structure
of the language that is required, and is not eligible for high school credit.
World Language Courses:
0708340 SPANISH 1
0708350 SPANISH 2

0708340 SPANISH 1
An entry level high school foreign language course that explores the Spanish language through
communication, culture, connections, comparisons, and communities. Course materials are designed to
support students as they work to gain a basic proﬁciency in speaking, listening, reading, writing, and
cultural competency.
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Use Spanish in everyday situations in a basic manner and in both oral and written communication.
• Use vocabulary necessary to function as a tourist in Spanish-speaking countries.
• Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the Spanish-speaking world.
• Listen to and understand basic passages in Spanish related to various themes.
• Read and understand basic passages in Spanish related to various themes.
• Compare and contrast cultural aspects of Hispanic countries and the United States.
Spanish I introduce students to the mechanics of the Spanish language, acquaints them with the cultural
differences of Hispanic countries, and helps them gain a keen awareness of their own culture.
0708350 SPANISH 2
Spanish II is a high school foreign language course that builds upon skills and concepts taught in Spanish
I, emphasizing communication, cultures, connections, comparisons, and communities.
Course materials are designed to support students as they work to gain a basic proﬁciency in speaking,
listening, reading, writing, and cultural competency.
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Use Spanish in everyday situations in both oral and written communication.
• Use vocabulary necessary to live in a Spanish-speaking country.
• Demonstrate an understanding of Hispanic countries.
• Listen to and understand passages in Spanish related to various themes.
• Read and understand passages in Spanish related to themes.
• Compare and contrast cultural aspects of Hispanic countries and the United States.
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This course gives students practice using the mechanics of the Spanish language, acquaints them with
the cultural differences of Hispanic countries, and helps them gain a keen awareness of their own
culture.

Performing Fine Arts

One Performing/Fine Art is required for the standard four-year, 24-credit graduation program.
Preforming Fine Arts Courses:
0101300 ART/2-D COMP I
0101310 ART/2-D COMP II
0400310 DRAMA I
1007300 SPEECH I
1303300 CHORUS I
1007300 SPEECH I
SPEECH ESSENTIALS OF COMMUNICATION
COURSE OVERVIEW
Giving students the tools they need to build their communication and collaboration skills with this
speech class designed for Christian schools. With an emphasis on communication theory and language
usage in different situations, this course builds confidence and skills. Speech: Essentials of
Communication is a self-directed elective infused with technology based lessons, tools, and exercises to
enrich learning for students and streamline instruction and administrative tasks for teachers.
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Personal Fitness / Health Life Management
One credit of Personal Fitness combined with Health is required unless
the student has elected to meet the requirement by taking the
alternate course HOPE.
Option One: Students can meet the requirement by earning one half
credit in Health Life Management and one half credit in Personal
Fitness.
.5 0800300 PE Health/Life Mgmt. Skills
.5 1501300 PE Personal Fitness
Option Two Students can meet the requirement with one course that covers essentially the same
material that is covered in Health, but is integrated with the Personal Fitness:
3026010 PE Health Opportunities through Physical Education (HOPE)
Standard Personal Fitness and Health Courses
0800300 HEATH LIFE MANAGEMENT (One half credit)
1501300 PERSONAL FITNESS (One half credit)
OR
3026010 HEALTH OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HOPE) (One credit)
Other Personal Fitness and Health Courses
1501310 FITNESS LIFESTYLE DESIGN (One half credit)
1502410 IND DUAL SPORTS I (One half credit)
1502420 IND DUAL SPORTS II (One half credit)
1502430 IND DUAL SPORTS III (One half credit)
1503350 TEAM SPORTS I (One half credit)
1503360 TEAM SPORTS II (One half credit)
1504570 BEGINNING TENNIS (One half credit)
1504580 INTERMEDIATE TENNIS (One half credit)
1506320 HOPE- PHYSICAL EDUCATION VAR (One credit)
Standard Personal Fitness and Health Courses
0800300 HEALTH LIFE MANAGEMENT (One half credit)
COURSE OVERVIEW
High School Health is a health science elective course that introduces students to what good health is,
why good health is important, and what students should do in order to achieve good health.
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Demonstrate an awareness of health as it applies to their own bodies, minds, and emotions.
• Demonstrate an awareness of health as it applies to their living environments.
• Identify the components of a healthy lifestyle and set reasonable goals to achieve a lifestyle of
wellness.
• Understand that incorporating sound health practices creates a lifestyle of moderation and
wellness.
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• Understand the responsibility of properly stewarding the bodies God has given them as directed
in the Bible.
• Describe health as it applies to broader society, the world, and their own responsibility to
stimulate good health around them.
1501300 PERSONAL FITNESS (One half credit)
COURSE OVERVIEW
Physical Fitness is a semester-length elective designed for high school students. The course focuses on
the health beneﬁts of regular physical activity and of a long term exercise program. As students work
through the course, they will learn about the many aspects of physical ﬁtness, including basic nutrition,
the importance of ﬂexibility, cardiovascular health, muscle and strength training, and realistic goal
setting. Along the way, students will be required to maintain and submit an activity log in order to
measure progress in course exercises, as well as in personal ﬁtness goals.
Upon completion of Personal Fitness, students should possess the knowledge and skills needed to do
the following:
• Analyze the key components of successful physical activity and use this analysis to determine if
a program is reasonable and effective.
• Describe the three main types of physical activity that should be included in a exercise regime
and the health beneﬁts of each.
• Perform basic ﬁtness exercises associated with the three main types of physical activity
discussed in this course.
• Identify the main motivational strategies that can be used to help the student continue in
positive ﬁtness habits once this course is completed.
3026010 HEALTH OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH PHYSICAL EDUCATION (HOPE) (One credit)
With a focus on health and ﬁtness, this course guides student to be active and healthy now and for a
lifetime. Effective strategies and techniques are a foundation of the course so that students can
continually make improvements in all areas of wellness. Students, with the guidance of a training
instructor, set personal goals in four areas of wellness: physical, emotional, social, and academic. Fitness
assessments enable students to establish baseline levels of ﬁtness and work toward improvement in
speciﬁc areas. At the end of each module, students submit a wellness plan documenting their daily
physical activity, progress toward goals, changes in ﬁtness assessment results, and reﬂections on
personal progress. By following individualized training principles, students can achieve personal success
and gain conﬁdence, while they develop healthy lifetime habits. The course uses videos, graphics, and
interactive learning opportunities to encourage students to eat well, get up, and be active. Other
Personal Fitness and Health Courses
1501310 FITNESS LIFESTYLE DESIGN (One half credit)
COURSE OVERVIEW
Fitness Lifestyle Design is a semester-long elective designed for high school students. The course focuses
on performance of individual and team sports, with explanations of proper technique, rules of the game,
and preparation. Team sports introduced include soccer, basketball, football, baseball, and volleyball. An
introduction to ﬁtness, strength, endurance, and nutrition is also included. Students will have the
opportunity to perform each sport on their own time, while keeping a log of activity. The goal is
incorporation of activity into their daily lives and the gain of lifelong healthy ﬁtness habits. Throughout
the course, students may be asked to answer questions or to reﬂect on what they’ve read in their notes.
The notes are not graded. Rather, they are a way for students to extend their thinking about the lesson
content. Students may keep handwritten or typed notes.
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Electives
College Preparatory
The state of Florida lists hundreds of
elective courses, and that’s before
considering the vocational category. Some electives are rigorous academic courses that do not fall into
the normal high school categories of English (EN), Mathematics (MA), Science (SC), Social Studies (AH,
WH, AG, EC, SS), or World Language (FL), but can be used by the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship or
the NCAA as a core course even though the category used is Elective.

Bible
Additionally, ACA, as a Christian private school, requires our students to earn a minimum of two high
school credits in Bible, Theology, or a Biblical World View. While the Florida course code numbering and
name system is used for all core academic and most elective courses, based on ACA’s course content
meeting or exceeding the prescribed standards, Bible courses are not detailed as part of the public
school’s system prescribed course offerings. The content of the courses meet the same standards of
academic level content and seat hours of instruction as those detailed for public school students.

General
The ﬁnal category of Electives is for courses that prepare the student for life and career opportunities,
not required for college readiness.
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Electives: College Preparatory

ANT 1000 - GENERAL ANTHROPOLOGY
HUM 2020 -INTRODUCTION TO HUMANITIES
HUM 2250 - CONTEMPORARY HUMANITIES
HUM 2310 - WORLD MYTHOLOGY
HUM 2454 - INTRODUCTION TO AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
PHI 2010 - INTRODUCTION TO PHLOSOPHY
PHI 2100 - LOGIC
PSY 2012 - GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY
SYG 2000 - INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY
SYG 2010 - SOCIAL PROBLEMS
REL 2300 - WORLD RELIGIONS
ANT 1000 - GENERAL ANTHROPOLOGY
A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as two one half credit grades equaling one credit, per
Florida Department of Education guidelines.
This broad survey course acquaints students with factual information in every ﬁeld of anthropology.
Classroom lectures, discussions, and ﬁlms are used to help students research and compare the
conditions of human life in the context of the past, present, and future. This course may include topics
such as human biology, archaeology, religion, economics, politics, and language.
HUM 2020 -INTRODUCTION TO HUMANITIES
A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as two one half credit grades equaling one credit, per
Florida Department of Education guidelines.
In this course, students study the humanities through interaction with creative achievements from the
past in music, art, architecture, dramatic arts, literature, and philosophy. Students study the
fundamental elements of each art form to participate, using both creativity and critical evaluation.
Though this course emphasizes Western heritage, material within the curriculum represents diverse
cultures from around the world and provides a global perspective.
HUM 2250 - CONTEMPORARY HUMANITIES
A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as two one half credit grades equaling one credit, per
Florida Department of Education guidelines.
This course examines the role and effect of creativity for both the individual and society. Students study
current examples of the creative process and the sources of inﬂuence for these pieces from the
nineteenth century. Course studies include humanistic areas outside the Fine Arts.
HUM 2310 - WORLD MYTHOLOGY
A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as two one half credit grades equaling one credit, per
Florida Department of Education guidelines.
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This is a lecture/discussion/active-participation course that explores myth in ancient literature, drama,
art, and music. The curriculum focuses on the universality, importance, and meaning of myth as seen in
sociology, theology, anthropology, and psychology. Course content includes the hero, deities from
around the world, creation stories, and mythical creatures.
HUM 2454 - INTRODUCTION TO AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES
A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as two one half credit grades equaling one credit, per
Florida Department of Education guidelines.
This course introduces the history, politics, arts, and culture of African Americans since the 17th century.
This course surveys the beginnings of slavery, the rise of abolitionism, the social and economic causes of
the Civil War, the development of Jim Crow, and the modern Civil Rights Movement, emphasizing
inﬂuential African-American leaders in America. The course also surveys African-American cultural
inﬂuences in the 20th century including dance, theatre, ﬁlm, literature, and music.
PHI 2010 - INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY
A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as two one half credit grades equaling one credit, per
Florida Department of Education guidelines.
This course introduces several historically continuous open arguments such as the nature of reality, the
possibility of knowledge, the nature of the human race, the concept of free will, and the relationship
between the individual and society. Prior experience or study of philosophical ideology is not required
for this course.
PHI 2100 - LOGIC
A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as two one half credit grades equaling one credit, per
Florida Department of Education guidelines.
This course provides a study of the major techniques of deductive and inductive reasoning and includes
emphasis on use of language, recognition of fallacies, and protection against errors in thinking.
PSY 2012 - GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY
A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as two one half credit grades equaling one credit, per
Florida Department of Education guidelines.
This course introduces the science of psychology by surveying various areas of psychology including
experimental, biological, cognitive, personality, health, educational, and clinical psychology.
SYG 2000 - INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as two one
half credit grades equaling one credit, per Florida Department of Education guidelines.
This introductory course provides a broad survey of the ﬁeld of sociology. It includes the methods
employed by sociologists in collecting and analyzing social data, and it provides background information
on topics including socialization, group behavior, cultural analysis, subculture relations, social processes,
stratiﬁcation, social institutions, cultural change, and social deviance.
SYG 2010 - SOCIAL PROBLEMS
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A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as two one half credit grades equaling one credit, per
Florida Department of Education guidelines.
This course provides a general introduction to the sociology of social problems, with analyses of the
causes, consequences, and solutions, as well as the interrelationship between problems. The curriculum
includes the nature of social problems, and explores issues of diversity, sexuality, drug and alcohol
abuse, global conﬂict, crime and violence, education, family, inequality (poverty, racism, sexism), aging,
environment and ecology, population and food, medical care, war, and terrorism.
REL 2300 - WORLD RELIGIONS
A college Dual Enrollment Course, that is counted as two one half credit grades equaling one credit, per
Florida Department of Education guidelines.
This course introduces the histories, doctrines, and practices of world religions including Christianity,
Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism, as well as African traditional religions and others. This course
also surveys the social and scientiﬁc study of religion including religious institutions, interfaith dialogue,
and the sociology of religion.
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Electives: Bible

In addition to the standard core course requirements, ACA high school students are required to
complete a minimum of two credits of Bible. (Normally Intro to Bible I (Old Testament Survey) and Intro
to Bible II (New Testament Survey). For students who are only enrolled for the senior year, the
requirement is reduced to one credit.
9999999 FOUNDATIONS FOR LIVING
9999999 BIBLE DOCTRINE
9999999 CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIVING
9999999 NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY
9999999 OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY
9999999 FOUNDATIONS FOR LIVING
Foundations for Living is an elective for high schools students. Designed speciﬁcally with 11th and 12th
graders in mind, Foundations for Living provides a Bible-based, sequential development of a Christian
worldview through the use of fundamental truths from the Bible and the application of biblical
principles to the various areas of contemporary life. The course aims to pull all of a student’s education
together into a uniﬁed whole, preparing them for their new adventures beyond high school in the home,
church, college, and society.
Throughout this course, students will build the skills and knowledge needed to in order to do the
following:
• Understand the unique identity of the Christian worldview.
• Observe how all truth properly ﬁts together into the Christian worldview. • Discern the
difference between Christian and non-Christian world views.
• Think and live with discernment and conviction.
• Recognize how the world’s philosophies of the past affect contemporary thinking and living.
• Judge and assess any issue using a biblical model.
9999999 BIBLE DOCTRINE
Bible Doctrine provides a developmental and in-depth academic study of the teachings of the Old and
New Testaments, focusing on important topics including the faithfulness of God; the doctrine of Christ;
the nation of Israel; the history and integrity of the Bible; the pursuit of happiness; and friendship,
dating, and marriage. There is also a special emphasis on the book of Romans. These areas target four
content strands: theology, the attributes of God, Christian growth, and Christian evidences.
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following: • Explain the meaning of
God's faithfulness to His people.
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• Identify the key themes for understanding the book of Romans.
• Discuss the unique features of Christ's person and work.
• Describe the development and role of the nation of Israel.
• Describe the development of the Old and New Testaments into one book.
• Identify the essential components of successful relationships.
• Know how to avoid the failures of Solomon's pursuit of happiness.
• Answer critics concerning the truthfulness of the Bible.
9999999 CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIVING
Christian Faith and Living applies what students have learned in their study of the teachings of the Old
and New Testaments. The course focuses on personal Christian ministry, the nature of God, comparative
religions, and the writings of James, John, David, Solomon, and Daniel. These areas target three content
strands: the attributes of God, biblical literature, and Christian growth.
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Understand the unique identity of a Christian.
• Pursue the various opportunities to serve as a Christian.
• Explain the Christian view of the Trinity.
• Identify the meaning of James' and John's letters.
• Describe the contents of the book of Daniel.
• Contrast Christianity with other religions of the world.
• Use God's wisdom to solve problems among today's youth.
• Identify the practical steps toward successful Christian living.
9999999 NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY
New Testament Survey provides a developmental and in-depth academic study of the teachings of the
New Testament from the Intertestamental period (prior to the birth of Christ) to the book of Revelation.
The survey emphasizes the most important people, places, and events in the development and
expansion of the Church. The course also includes material on Christian suffering, witnessing, and the
will of God. New Testament Survey targets four major strands: theology, biblical literature, biblical
background, and Christian growth.
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Understand the background of the New Testament.
• Identify key people, places, and events in the New Testament.
• Provide the setting and purpose for each New Testament book.
• Understand the importance of the Church.
• Identify the various apostles and their particular ministries.
• Understand the biblical approach to suffering.
• Tell others about the Gospel with more knowledge and conﬁdence.
9999999 OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY
Old Testament Survey provides a developmental and in-depth academic study of the teachings of the
Old Testament, from the creation of the world (Genesis) to the restoration of Israel and the ministry of
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its post-exilic prophets (Malachi). The survey emphasizes the most important people, places, and events
in the development and decline of the nation of Israel. These areas target three content strands:
theology, biblical literature, and biblical background.
Upon completion of the course, students should be able to do the following:
• Identify the key people, places, and events of the Old Testament.
• Provide the setting and purpose for each Old Testament book.
• Identify the different eras in the history of Israel.
• Appreciate the importance of the nation of Israel.
• Describe the rise and fall of the kingdoms of Judah and Israel.
• Identify the various prophets with the era in which they ministered.
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Electives: Internship

Ambassador Christian Academy would like to see every student complete an internship in their area of
interest. Whether through Vocational Rehab or placement through ACA, students will gain an
understanding of what is required in today’s work environment. Starting the 4th quarter of 11th grade,
students will begin discussing jobs of interest for possible placement in 12th grade. Once placement has
been determined through the interview process, seniors will be able to accommodate their academic
schedule and work simultaneously. Credit is determined by time on the job and a final
report/presentation to the student body.
0500300 EXECUTIVE INTERNSHIP 1
The purpose of this course is to provide a practical introduction to the work environment through direct
contact with professionals in the community.
The content should include, but not be limited to, the following:






discussion of professional job requirements
awareness and knowledge of career opportunities
building vocabulary appropriate to the area of professional interest
development of decision-making skills
development of personal and educational job-related skills

0500310 EXECUTIVE INTERNSHIP 2
The purpose of this course is to supplement the existing curriculum by providing community internships.
Students apply textbook learning, leadership skills, and understanding in challenging and creative
professional areas.
The content should include, but not be limited to, the following:












study of a variety of career options
written and oral communication skills
higher-level thinking skills
interpersonal relationship skills
factors affecting job performance
in-depth research study
theories of executive management
the influence of unions
economic factors affecting free enterprise
knowledge of professional organizations and their impact
career planning

0500320 EXECUTIVE INTERNSHIP 3
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The purpose of this course is to further refine and apply technical skills and competencies for leadership
within specific professional areas.
The content should include, but not be limited to, the following:












more intensive study of a variety of career options
written and oral communication skills
higher level thinking skills
interpersonal relationship skills
factors affecting job performance
in-depth research study
theories of executive management
the influence of unions
economic factors affecting free enterprise
knowledge of professional organizations and their impact
career planning
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Electives: General

2104330 VOLUNTEER SCHOOL/COMMUNITY SERVICE
The purpose of this course is to provide an opportunity for students to be engaged in activities that help
them to develop an appreciation for the concept of service to the school or community. In this issues
approach, students are expected to examine topics, make informed judgments and apply problemsolving skills within a context of how they might best serve a local school or community. Teachers are
challenged to encourage students to plan for the future and to act in the present. This course is not
designed for students to be utilized as teacher or ofﬁce aides.
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE
Family and Consumer Science is a 10-unit elective that uses biblical principles to help high school
students develop positive self-esteem and learn to successfully navigate relationships with family,
friends, co-workers, and even those in the marketplace. The curriculum introduces students to character
and appearance from a biblical perspective. The material also teaches about nutrition, clothing styles,
home care and hospitality, personal ﬁnance, and child development and care.
Through this course, students will do the following:
• Examine speciﬁc principles that will help develop their personal lives from a Christian
perspective.
• Learn about proper nutrition and demonstrate skill in preparing various food items.
• Identify the purposes for making speciﬁc choices in clothes.
• Prepare weekly and monthly budgets.
• Develop skills necessary to care for children ranging from birth to young school-age.
• Develop an understanding of relational dynamics with family members, friends, classmates, coworkers, and those encountered in the marketplace.

60

High School Planning Guide| Ambassador Christian Academy

Career and Technical Education
Vocational courses can be taken to meet the number of credits needed for graduation. For a student to
qualify for the Bright Futures Gold Seal Vocational Award, he must complete three courses from one
vocational program.

8200320 BUSINESS COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS
BCIS is a high school elective that explores the use of technology applications in both business and
personal situations.
The course provides key knowledge and skills in the following areas:
• communication skills
• business technology
• word processing applications
• spreadsheet applications
• database applications
• telecommunications technology
• desktop publishing technology
• presentation technology
• computer networks
• computer operating systems
The course is intended to help students arrive at the following understandings:
• Effective communications skills and productive work habits can increase employees’ success.
• Technology solutions can help employees be more productive and effective.
9001310 FUNDAMENTALS OF COMPUTER SYSTEMS
The Computer Fundamentals course will provide students with an understanding of computers and how
they operate as well as a basic understanding of how to manage and maintain computers and computer
systems. These skills will provide students with the ability to conﬁgure computers and solve computer
problems.
Students will learn details about the different elements of computers and computer systems. They will
learn to identify hardware devices and their functions. They will be instructed on the role of operating
systems as well as how to install and customize the Windows operating system. Students will learn
about networking and the Internet. They will also be introduced to security issues in order to protect
themselves and their computers and data.
Students will also learn about some of the software applications typically used on computers today, such
as Microsoft Ofﬁce. In addition, students will learn speciﬁcs about maintaining and troubleshooting
computers, including managing ﬁles, backing up systems, and using the administrative tools in the
Windows operating system. Lastly, the students will learn the basics of customer service and working as
a help desk support technician.
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OBJECTIVES
• After completing this course the student will understand computers and their functions, as well
as develop basic customer service skills, and be able to effectively meet customer needs.
• Students will be able to implement problem-solving techniques to understand the nature of
computer problems. They will also understand hardware components, software, and the Internet,
so they are able to develop, maintain, and update computer systems.
• After this course, students also will be able to use the Internet to update computer systems and
complete other IT service-related tasks. They will be able to install, conﬁgure, or modify software
and operating systems to ensure optimal system function.
• Students will be able to perform computer backup procedures to protect information. They also
will be able to recognize potential security threats and understand the procedures for maintaining
security. • After this course students will be able to provide IT support and training for computers
and networks.

8200320 KEYBOARDING AND APPLICATIONS
Keyboarding and Applications is a semester-long elective that teaches students keyboarding skills,
technical skills, effective communication skills, and productive work habits. In this course, students will
learn about proper keyboarding technique. Once students have been introduced to keyboarding skill,
lessons will include daily practice of those skills. Students will gain an understanding of computer
hardware, operating systems, ﬁle management, and the Internet. In addition, they will apply their
keyboarding skills and create a variety of business documents, including word processing documents
and electronic presentations.
This course provides key knowledge and skills in the following areas:
1 Computer Hardware
2 Keyboarding
3 Operating Systems
4 Word Processing
5 Electronic Presentations
6 Internet
7 Job Skills
By the end of the course, the student should be able to do the following:
• Identify various technologies, current and emerging.
• Select the appropriate technology to complete a task.
• Use the computer's operating system to execute work responsibilities.
• Demonstrate proper keyboarding technique.
• Improve speed and accuracy of keyboarding skills.
• Create word-processing documents with columns, graphics, and bulleted lists.
• Create and deliver an effective presentation following presentation guidelines.
• Effectively navigate the Internet and search for information.
• Evaluate a Web site in terms of reliability.
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• Demonstrate communication skills for obtaining and conveying information.
• Send and receive information using electronic mail, following appropriate guidelines

8212120 OFFICE APPLICATIONS I
Ofﬁce Applications 1 is a semester-length, high school elective that explores the use of application skills
in Microsoft® Word®, Publisher®, and PowerPoint® 2010. Students will use these applications to design,
develop, create, edit, and share business documents, publications, and presentations. This course
provides key knowledge and skills in the following Microsoft Ofﬁce® applications:
1 Microsoft Word: Students are provided with an introduction to advanced skills in Microsoft
Word that range from simply developing an understanding of the various uses of Word to more
complex explorations of mail merge, tab stops, reference resources, and additional features
available in backstage view.
2 Microsoft Publisher: Students learn to create publications, insert and edit publication items, and
view, review, and share those publications.
3 Microsoft PowerPoint: Students will learn how to create presentations, enter and modify
content, modify and deliver presentations, and collaborate and share PowerPoint presentations.
OBJECTIVES
• Create, modify, save, and format styles, text, font, pages, and folders in Microsoft Word.
• Demonstrate use of the Cut, Copy, and Paste commands and the Show/Hide button while
editing documents.
• Show how to use Spell Check, Find and Replace, and AutoCorrect in the Word application. •
Know how to track changes and add comments in a document.
• Demonstrate how to insert, format, modify, and edit elements of a Word document.
• Demonstrate knowledge of Microsoft Word advanced skills.
• Understand the basics of references in Word.
• Modify document properties including templates.
• Recognize how to navigate, modify, edit, and review elements of the Microsoft Publisher
application.
• Recall how to print and share a publication electronically.
• Demonstrate knowledge of how to open, modify, insert, create, present, and save elements of a
PowerPoint presentation.
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