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. Sectiom 1 Significant Organizational. AC

- opening of Rte 535 in support- of. 3d .Bde, lst: ACD operations:

tivities-

g ' . .

Ineumbent: commanders: at the cl'o..se!ofﬁ the;e-vre'port:l.‘ng*-peniod: are  as- follows»
C0; 39th Engineer Ba.t}.._talicm = LIC. Jomes:M;. Miller-

€0, Co-A, 39th Engr Bn: = CPT” Robert=D, Chontos

CO, Co B, 39th Engr-Bri- = OPT Norman: J.. Coutant- Jr;
C0, Co C, . 39th Engr En: =~ CPT" Viayne:J, Scholl

€0, Co D, 39th Ingr Bn: = CPL- Phditp . Badames
C0, Hg Co, 39th Engr Bn: = CPT” Rkahhrd-S; wWaldrop

. (2) Maior- Activities, In addition to L0C minesweeping; maintenance;.
and upgrading missions o Rbe QL.], najor-asctivities: during: the reporting-
berdod included land clearing operstions in the: "Pineapple. Junglets the-

in the. Que..
Son: Valleys; and:-the reconstitution.of. Co.B,..35th Engr-Bn-after-theextabe-
:E.ng; Compsmy' B was: redesignated part of the -newly:-activated: 26th- Engr- Bn-
Inf . Di’? [] ) . & ’

(a) Operation "Pineapple Jungle" eommenced. on-29 October- 1967,

to satisfy land-clearing - mequirémenta’ of the 2na. Arvn:Divisione"C*Trpr;

1st" Squadron; 1st srmored Calvalryprovided: security, The.3%h Engr-Pn:
tress and brush in the grid scquares bounded.by BT 240230, “BT 270230,

- BT 240200, and 3T 2602103 and. by destroying tunnels and-bunkers found. in:

the area. The purposs of this operation. was-to deny-this arza to the en~
eMy as &n enemy assembly podnt for atta.ckaf'on'.vil]z'agaa-?-in?:;ther imnediate:
area. Long-range plans are to resettle. reﬁugees:fimthi_ai?::area%

02834550 ), THe opening of Rte 535 from:HILL &3 (BI'132453) to 12 Zose:
BT 028342) wag & mission directed by CG, Americal.Divisions. The purpose:
of the:opening was to provide an LOC. for resupply. from-HILL. 63 to LZ Ross:
and to- open-the QUE SOK valley to civilian traffis;. The -39th Ingr- B
supported the operation by. repairing and. upgrading- the: road: to Clases: 50,.
one-way;. limited all-weather standards » to include replacing inadequate-
existing drainage ‘structures and constructing: additional. structures- as-
required;. ' S '

’ (e) During the first two weeks of December Headguarters Company-
and Company B of the 39th Engr Bn was.-brought:to- an: overstrength position:
from assets of U,S. irmy Enginecr Command. (P) to activate:the 26th: Enge:
Bn (Div). on 20 December, personnel.were- transferred from: the. 39th Engr-
Maoro constitute Compeny 0 and Headquerters Company, 26th Engr- Bn: (Div),.

Most- equipment: from Company B, -39th Engr Bh;. was. transferred to: Company-

D, 26th Engr-Bn (Div) and ether. squipment: from kngineer-Command trans—.

. ferred to- Headquarters Company, 26th Engr Bn.. Also, S5Lth Company (FE)-

was deactivated and most of the personnel and- equipment: was: transferred..

. to activate CompanyE, 26th Engr-Bn: (Div),
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, (3) Ar-t:tv1t1e~= of Companw WAle At the- buglnnlng of "thigs repcr:t:mg -
perisd. Co.:me..‘,‘r 3 was lo sted near the village of TRACE TRU, RTN (BS. 763473).
The missicn of the unit was the maintenance and upgrading of Rte QL-1 and.
‘eomplstion of a pioneer-road from Rte (L-1 to LZ LIZ. (During' the period,
from 1. through 10 November«19¢7 improvement of the: company  perimeter de—-
fense was also continued:with -additional. constrastion:of fortified bunlke

. - ers). On. 2 November-the mihe sweep teams. clearing:QL-1 to the: gouth found-
- that. the.culvert I-1523 had: beerr destroyed during the nighti Expedient.

repairs kapt the highway open,. Construction of the: pioneer road to LZ LIZ
continued-as the unit hauled ‘more: than 2000 cubic yds- crushed rock and: £i11
and insteiled 30! of 36" culvert for drainage. On. 7 Kovember a bypass was

. conscructed at I~1523 and removal of destroyed culvert and replacement there~
- of was.begun.. During this period more than: 1200 cubic: yds of crushed rock

and fill were hauled to effect repairs along.Rte Ol-1. On-1l November the
culverts at I=1823 :were-completéd and: the following day" the. ploneer road.

into LZ'LIZ was also completed. On 11 November:the:unit. began to repair-

pothoies:on Rbte . {L-1 utilizing crushed rock: and: asphalt mix:: Company A -

. also hauled more than:1500 gubic: yds of erushed. rock:and fill torbuild up

washed ot tfons of QIal, On 20 Novomber the 2nd:Pl-toon: was plces. under
operationzl control of Co: D, 39th Engr-Bn: (Cbt) for repdir: of Duc.. Pho. Aip--

- strips. During the: period: 21 through: 30 Névember 1967, the.umit: less-the

platoon: ot Duc: Pho continued:mrintensnce of Rte GL=1l; repoiring: 346 holes
and wtilizing more than 600 cubic yds of rock on the highwayi . On 27 Fovem=
ber the wnit conducted o 5 mile reconnaissance:of.Rbte: 513 leading wesk:

of QL~1 from BS 769466, b%:a:gossibhle tghaey’ to. be:bpehad: for-ai: Rew:
offensive. Upgrading of €l-1 continucd from 1l to: 10 December 1967 as Com=--
pany. A repsired anobher 197 potholes.. inemy. activities imerenseduin: srea
of operations as. the VU destrored culverts on 3 December, 5 December-ond

9 December., Ca &4 Dacember the unit was alerted. by warning order to- be pre-
pared to move north of TAM XY to the QUi SON VALLEY cn.or abouy.l5 Dezember,
On 5 December the repair of the Duc Pho Airstrip. was turned. over to A Come
pany as D Company departed for-LZ Baldy. On 7 December three (3} VG were
engaged. on Rte QI~l resulting in-one §1) POW WIA.. The Duc Pho. Airfield.
repairs were completed on 8 December. and.the company resumed upgrading
Ate GL-% and:prepared for-movement north. On 15 December the >ompany:

mine . swept Rte GL-1 for the last time in calendar: year 1967 and. ther:
convoyed: to: Battalion Headcuarters at Chu Lai..  Standing down. over-16 and
7 December, equipment: and personnel. were readied.fir further movement.to
the Que- Son: Valley, where they would-undertake the-opening of Ete 535 in

" in conmjunction: with Co D.. On 18 December the unit.convoyed.to. LZ. Baldy-

(BT 132452) end remained overright: The following day an attempt. to:cross
the QUE SON VaLLEY to LZ ROSS (BT 0243/)) was made.. However, Rte 335 was.
ot passable to wheecled vehicles and movement plans.were halted, as. cule-
verts-were-installed to-enahle nassage of trucks.. From.20-24. Dec- Company-
A.continued to upgrade Rte-535 to enable movement across.the walleyy. hauls-
ing more-than 1300 cubic yds: of fi11 and installing additional.culverts:
on.Rte 535 from .LZ Baldy te BT 081389. After standing down.on:25 December,
A: Company- successfully moved: to-LZ Hoss at 1630 on:.26 Dec.. The:next:five
days:were ‘devoted:to construction of fertified: bunkers and:the:improves
ment. of the interior voade of L7 Ress. Resupply convoys moved from LZ.
3688 to-LZ Baldy to bring-in additional. bunker: and cuivert maberial..
Company. & began the new year:by-installing 30' of 36" culvert in: order-to
open 2 borrow pit west of LZ Ross. On-2 Jenuary the unit instslled three

- (3) separate 36" culverts on 'Rbe 535. On the morming of 3 January LZ.Rose
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" came under heaVy dttack by the 2nd V.. Division, A Company suffering: 7

Yii. The following three (3) days the unit. supported. 2/12 Cavalry, lst
Cav Division with direct operational support, as.the enemy was pursued.
towards the mountains to the west. :in_additiocnal. I\ was suffered dur--
ing this periced. Returning to the primary mission.of opening-Rte '535;
Company 4 installed three 36" culverts on. & January and.7 January-and.

hauled more than: 900 cubic yds of fill to. upgrade-the. highway.. Six more -

wortar- attacks following the major attack. on.3 dJanuary; continued. to.
harass-LZ Ross and i Company suffered two (2) more WIi. On 11. January,
the’ first vehicle of a convoy moving frem LZ.Ross.to. LZ Baldy 'ta. pick=up
¢enstruction-materials struck a mine resulting in one (1) KIA and three
(3) VIA. The unit was alsoc ambushed prior to the mine-incident and suf--
fered an additional WIA. Getting construction materiasls supplied. by air,
A Company continmued operations on Rte 535 by “installing -another: 36%- cul-
vert' on 16 January and began construction.of a.364! timber trestile. bridge-
on 17 Jamnuary: During this period. a. secondary mission.of constructing-
gan platforms: for 175mm/8" composite. artillery-battery was.also: accom-—

plished., JImprovement of the roadway also continued. by hauling 1200 cubie:

yds of fill, Znemy harassment continued as A Company received.two {2)
UIA during a mortar attack on.1l4 January. Making rapid progress to come-
plete the assigned mission, Company & installed a 48M culvert on 21 Jan--
uary, -completed thetimber trestile bridge: on 22 January, and mstall—-

ed a nmuitiple 36" culvert on 23 Janvary, Final grading and filling om the.
road were accomplished. 30 and 31.January were. devoted to. preparing. for

the move back to the Bn CP seheduled for- 1 February 1968,

_ {4) Activities of Company "B": ft the beginning of the reportiﬁg pe
dod the Compcny Hg ond 3d PLtoon were located ab Chu Lod (BE.53037)s $he

2d Platoon was locsted at HILL 28 (ET 25723L) supporting the 2d ARVN.
Division in @ land clesring operation; and the lst Platoon was at

" BS 665690 building a timber pile bridge at BS 685658.. From 1 -November-
T 1967 t5 11 Sovember. 1967 the lst Platoon. worked on a one-way, Class 50
 timber pile bridge of 80. f% span. Considerable.difficulty was encoumt=
" ered in driving the piles due to the debris in the. water- from the demol--
- dshed’ bridge, During the period 1 November 1967 to 7 Kovember: 1967 the
Jrd Platoon was assigned several projects contributing to base devel—-
opment in the Chu Lai Defense Command. These prejects were repairs and .
additicns to imericd Headquarters mess hall; ‘placement’ of 15 cubic yds:
- eoncrete. for shower-pad for G4th S & T Bn; and’ sonstruction of two access
roads in Americal Headquarters area. On & Wovember 1967, the 3rd Pla~
boon moved to HILL 63 (BT 132453) to repair and upgrade aporoximately _
threz km of perimeter road and. construct: additional berms and storage
pads for the ASP located at HILL 43, -hauling approximately 1500 cubic.
yds and "placing-172 1in £t of ~etilvert on the perimeter-road.: Concurs-
rently, approximately 3200 cubic: yds of fill were: placed. in the ASE,
Constant ‘maintenance was performed on. the perimeter road and the ASP in-
terior roads. From 12 November 1967 urtil. 20 December: 1967, the lst
Platoon assumed the. responsibility for base development: projects in. the
Chu Lai Defense Commsnd. Among the projects were the erection-of four:
{4) sets of gates, the placement of 3000 £t< of MBAL matting for-a held--
pad; the placement of 400 eubic vds of 3" rock on dcesss-roads-in Amerie-
cal leadquarters arza; and the construction of & concrete rad for Xl
Btoragés During the period 1 lovember 1967 to 20 December: 1967 the 24
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FLit3en«w:.s sipperting & .L"nci-cJ.enrmg oper,t:.,gnh("Pme apple Jungle")

for the 2d.ARVN Divigion,” During the period several dozers detonated.
booby=trapped: 105mm ~rtillery rounds resulting in damage to the dozers:
On: 3 December-1967, the bivou:c are: received fifty rds 60mm -mortar; -
8lmm;. and- six: B=40 rockets, & VC assault. cn the perimeter follewed,

the 2d: Platoon: suffering no casualties.. The dozers clecred. an ared of
5,197,000 sc-m-a8: ARV soldiers with the.US: Covelry troop. provided:léerl.
-segurity: A total.of 8710.m of trench lines were destroyed ns.well.as
32 tunnel. systeme.. On 20 December; the existing end fully operztional.
Compnny B'waos-redesignated. Company D,. 26th: Engr-Bn.. Efforts begam to- -
reconstititesthesunit: The mission:for-that: poftion: of. the. quarter-was:
to- organize;. equip, and conduct refresher-training for:the new: pursonnel..
A mission:to relocate and construct: perimet.er bunkers: for-the Battalion-
portion: of the-perimeter was also assigneds. During this:period. Company-
8 remsined: #N:the:vicinity of Chu Lai (BT 530073)., During:20-31.Dece-
ember-1967, primary effort was directed tewards: setting up the' following
fecilities in-the compeny arex: Mess: Hall, motor pool, supply, orderly-
room;. & commo/CP bunker, GP medium tents for assigned personnel;. and. pro-
tective  shelters with overhend cover-for-each. of the platoons:. Om 220
Dec,; a supmort mission for the cometruction of bunkers for the Battalicn
perimeter-was assigned; this project included the construction of eight
three=man fighting Hunkers, o conrecting berm between: each bunker; and

an. sccess-road. to the ‘reer:of the berm: The average present: for:duty:
strength during the-above period was 96 meni From1-10°Janusry 1968; re--
fresher training was conducted for the large number of new personnel: ase—-
signed, to include range firing with-the M=1li.2nd the M-60 machine gun.
. ond orientations on the M=79 grenade launcher snd the 50 cal machine. gum,.
Construction of the perimeter bunkers continued during this period,
Training in souzd and platoon level tactics, reorgenization as Infantry,
sersch and ¢lear operations; first wid, map reading and radio telephone
procedures continued, On 10 Jan a detzil of 30 EM depo.rted far ful Nhon
to pick up vehicles for the unit, This detail returned by convey on 13
Jan snd 20. IM of the original detzil again depnrted. for Cui Nhon on-~15
Jan to pick uf. additionz) vehicles for the unit, returning to Chu Lal.

on. 17 Jen.. From these two convoys, the unit: received thirteen 5-ton
dump. trucks; four 2&-ton trucks, four- 3/4=ton- trucks, four jeeps, one
Seton. tractor and two lowbeds, ond two front loaders.. During 21-23 Jon—.
dary 1968: primary effort was direct:ed toward' deprocessing. vehicles. and
equipment: assigned to this unit. Due> to the condition of the dump: trucks,
the major-portion of the mzintenance effort was expended. in keeping these
yehicles in. on operftions tondition. On 23 Jan the wnit was given.a
warning-order-to be prepired to assume mine sweep responsibility eof

the portion nf (L=l fr: Binh Son s>uth to Quing Ngsi.. This

required a new:CP location in.the vicinity of BT 632853 (LZ Dotty)..

On: 24 January 1968, an advance party moved to LZ Dotty to lay out the .

new zre%. and on 25 Janusry, the remainder of the company followcd.. The-
period from 26 to 31 Jenuary was devoted to constructing perimeter bunkers,
plocing perimeter wire, and building mess and meintencnee faeilities.

On 30 Jenuery 1968, the company started its new mission of minesweep--
. ing andimo inta.irg.ng MLl from BES 601920 to- BS 633811,  Several problem

' arens crose during the reporting period. . Inftial 1sck of vehicles made’
" transportotion of supplies and personnel very: difficult. Xey personnel;
i.e,, Company Clerk, Supply Sgt, Commo Chisf, and Motor Sgt were nob: made
available to this unit upon reorgmnization, resulting-in heavy reliance upon:
£3: and. Bl persopusl,. With extensive supervieion.most: sectiene performed ode--
quately: The company waos able to opgn its own.mess on 8 Jan. Very few:
5 T ————
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ay . . . o

properly trained persomnel were reseived, which nceessitated intensive-

' training programs. The shortuge of qualified demolition speclslists was
atute, Tho.90=-day retainable criteria. for in-country -levies ‘ersated an
immediate and:massive "mmpt for April. 68,. Averdge. present: for duty
strength during-Jenuery-wes:120. personnel,. - el

y (5) Activities of Compeny Mg": On:1 November 1967, Compeny-"C" s
3%th Inginesr-Battalion. (Combat) was: located.at BS 73452h. in the vicinity-
-of Mo:Due,. RVlN.. wfforts.on-Route QLal t0.keep the road. open during the
' monsocon’ season:and: to upgrade.the. road. after & plonecr. opening continucd:
to be the unit's primary mission during:the first half of the reporting-
period.. Upgrading was gradually expanded to . include replacement of tactice-
1l bridging (except:for-the 590! bailey bridge st IS8.(ES. 695635) with. twow-
- lanstimber bridging and.replacement, -extension, and repair of culverts. to
- facilitate subsequent. widening of the .rosd to MACV standards,.. ‘During the.
- entire reporting: period the commeny conducted a termmile mineswecp on ML=l
from IS8 (BS 695635) to a point. south:vicinity of 38 760485, The task
of filling potholes in the arca of rusponsibility was completéd in Now-
vember utilizing: both troop snd local hire labor. 4 cold mix conal sting:
of ‘RC3 and rock and capped with sand or fines to prevent’ blecding proved:
to be an effective small patch in the flexible pavement. For larger potohw-
@s. AP3 was heated, placed over 3" minus rock, and covered with finés. From.
5~9 November the unit bresched two lanes through a one-huridred meter ARVH
. minefleld at BS 719589, sliminating a bypass and returning the road to its
‘proper alignment. When rising water threatened to close the road rorth of
the unit's normal arca of responsibility at. IS5 (BS 673677) en 13 Ilovem=-
ber, a fill operation on 13-18 November and repair of ‘failing abutments,
stedfigersy . decking, and treadway on the existing Bailey bridge kept the
road ogen with only minor inferruption of traffic. On 20-26 Novenber a A"
1ift of 3" minus rock was placed over compactid laterite at all culvert
sites, bridgs anproaches, and loeations in the road consisting of unsure
faced fi1l, "After passage of huavy traffic and grading, the rock locked.
together and combined with the laterite to form a solid all wéather sure
facs. . On 26 November, work to upgrade the Bailey bridge at ISE (BS 695635)
to Class 50 wadicompleted. . The upper and lower- chord from old panals were
eut with toreh and fastened to the upper chord of positioned pancls with:
chord bolts. . Biemy activity from 3 to 9 December slowed upgrade prow-
 gress, One day!s destructive efforts. included four- culverts, one road.
crater, and a 45 £t dry epsn. A1l culverts were initially filled in-and.
the dry span was jacked up to replace destroyed stiffners and bulk,. The-
road wes open to traffic by 1400 hours the same date. More extensive
work was conducted during the next week to restore the damaged arcas. Conw-
- - struction of a 114 ft, six-span, twe=lane, pile bent timber bridge to re--
ace the float bridge at IS15 (BS.728555) required the majority of the
. coripany effort on 1124 Decémber,. Based-on data obtained during the floed -
tonditions in October, .an additionsl. two gpans were ¢liminated by haule
/ Ing. £111 out. into the stream.. Sandbags werv loter placed on the upstream
/ bide of the f£ill between the: hézdwall and the shore to prevent weshout un=
// . til the new stream tourse was established and deposits mede along the £i1l..
© " Rather than destroying an existing concrete pier.near the center of the
. bridge, it was incorporated into the bridge to facilitate use as an- intere
f mediate pler for-a bailey bridge should.the timber -bridge ever be burramd?z




- FOILoTWINE cD‘Té’trucT.J_on, tﬁe courss of the rond wis redirected =nd 3"

minus. rock wzs placed over the lateritg =prroaches. On 2 Jomiary 1968
the north end of the dry span ot IS12 (BES 725‘573) was cgrin destroyed.
Again the technique of jacking up the existing bridge and rezlacing

~ destroyed stiffners and balk proved efiective. The socme date a platoon

was sent north to Tam Ky to conduct 2 clezring operation in support of
the 2d.3attzlion; 5Sth Degiment, 2d ARVI: Division.. During the next six.
days approximately 25 acrcs of wooded area were clearcd inm the vieinity-
of grid scuare BT 2619. In 2ddition, several tunnels were destroyed
or seazled with CS gas inside. The remninder of the company completed
the. final. phase of repairing the existing road prior tc the platoon
returning 11 January. ot this time extensive operations were begun
preparatory to widening of the road to MACV stendards. After houling
£ill,. a bypass. incorporzting = 120 float-bridge was constructed at

. ISl (BS 736533) and the 90! bailey bridge at that Iocotion removed.

The-compeny: is currently transporting: piles to.that locztion for use

. in a two:lane; pile.bent timber-bridge. Concurrently 46! sections of
48" and::60n culverts were. placed under four of Seven narrow masonery.

arch bridges; which are to be. removed. Work was bBegun to replace-or

extend: eleven.culverts and to.construct enforced concrete headwalls at
all culvert: sites.  Four large culvert sites are to be replaced with
single~-spam,. two~-lane, pile-bent timber-bridges: in the near future. A4
Du.t!:mg the latter-half of the reporting period an effective progrom of

. reward: payment for munitions turn~in was J.mplunted. A Voluntary Informsnt

Program. Officer was apooint<d and begon paying a reward for turn-in of

. mmitions by working through several locul boys. To dete $UN 70,000
- has bezn. paid out for thirty-four’ arti ﬁs gt ), thirty-eight
ur/.p( ic

S0mm: tank: dm:ls‘fglxty-—sm 60mm-81mm mo orly effcctive at
times when the officer’ had funds on his person since the immedizte
pament made it possible far the local boys to act as intermediaries
with adults unwilling to deal d:u-\,ctly with the officer. It is too
early to: determine < how such purcbases affect the e:nem;y's seurce of
supply- of explos:wes, or wh.ther the close associztion of the officer
with the loeal population will lead eventually to turn-in’ of other
more vzluable infomatlon or eoulpment_. :

- (8) Activities of Gom;panv apre- At the beginning of the repert-
ing. period. Company D{- } was loented =2t LZ Broneo (formerly LZ Mont«-
ezuma)-at BS 811381. The 2d Platoon was loeated with Battalion Heud—-
quarters (BT 532037) constructing base: ‘development projects-for Amer-—
icsl Diwvision. st Chu Lei. Primery missions at Duc Pho were a daily -
minesweep.of (L-1 for 10 km north and the mzintenance and repair of
the:zirfields at LZ Pronco. -Alse; during the perioed  Company D dis--
tributed: rock produced by the 49th Engr Bn Crusher at LZ Bronce end”

provided:eouipment surport for the MCB element. constructing a POL tank

farm ot LZ Bronco. On 21 Sov. 67, Co.D {with the 2d Platoon of Co. A
usmstmg) begen removing 2000 ft of MX19 -metting from the south end of
the airficld for the purpose of eorrecting subgrade failurcs through=-

out.the center of the airfield. Disaasembly of the MX19 mitiing was: dif~

ficult  because.panels hod-been deformed wherc subgrade failure hed oc—-
curred. and also becausc mud had pumped into the joints and caused lhe
locking bars to jam. About 30% of the locking bars were damaged in
subgrade failure are s, with negligible breckage in. solid areas. Re—
pair:of:the subgride began 24 Nov- and was completed 1 Dec 7. The MXIG
matting was:replaced a9 the base was repmuMeld was opun to




- C¥-2 aircraft during the enbire ripair period

L
)

: nd roopen®d to G123 Afr-
craft on. 27 Nov 67 and to Cl30 aircraft on 29 Nov 67. Difficuvlty was -
experienced in closing the center scetion with. the northern section of

the runway due to the lack of closurc pancls. On 4 Dec 67, the air-- i
field project w2s turncd over to Company 4 for completion of the remains-

ing 200 £t of runway, asCompeny D preparcd to move north. On 6 Dée- 87,

Co. D moved to Chu. lai for a two-dey PEband-down™ and Irtengive maint--
enence: in preparation for moving farther north. On 9 Dec 67 C5 D zoved:

- from:Chu Lai to LZ Baldy at BT 134443 for the purpose-of opening Rte 535

a8 a one~way; Class 50, limited-all<weather road with turnouts,. The
length of road was 22 la from QL-l at BT 143457 to LZ Ross at Que Somn;.
BT 025346.. The company worked until 13 Dec 67 constructing fortificaw-

- tlons in preparation for éxpected NVA attacks.. On 13 Decy Co'D. opened: .

a borrow.pit: and’ began tailding a bypass road. around:LZ Baldy, as:2 km:
of Rte 535 was within the perimetur and closed to loeal. traffic, . The.

bypass was opened to foot and vicyele traffic om 18 December-1967.. On:-
18 December 1967 Co A moved intd Co D perimeter in. preparation for moves

. to LZ Ross. Co D worked in: conjunction with Co A from'19 December-to
24 December~to pioneer the road to LZ. Ross; then cesibted Cosdain: phssa - .

aga torLE R vas & 26 _Bescrber. CO D contihuediupgrading 12 laniof Rte ... -
535 utilizing 12,380 cubic yds of fill, 280! of 60" CMP, 90 of L8P CMPE, -.
and: 540% of 36" dia and smaller CMP. Rosd was completed. 30 Jam-68z.. -
Co D. also upgraded the LZ Baldy ASP ubilizing 7,161 cubic yds of £ill. .

- During the reporting period Co D incur-ed 13 WIa and tock combat losses: .:.

on two:5-ton dump trucks duc to enémy mines.. Atrthe close of the reports .
ing period Co D remsined at LZ Beldy in anticipation.of further operas-

tlonal support missions in the vieinity of the (e Som Valley. =

~ (7)) Activities of 55ith Enginser Compzny (FB): During the period:
L Novenber 1967 to 20 Decenber 1567, Co Ha remained at Chu Lai (BT 536045).
On 19 November 1967, the attached st P1t, 509th zngr. Co (PB) start~
€d.repair of a panel bridge over the Song Tra Bong River at BS. 596927,

Concurrently, the 554th thgr Co (B) started construction: of an MAT6 bridge

site to be used as a bypass for the panel bridge while being repaired..
Before the float bridge could be erected a 150! causeway had.to be cons-
structed. Once-the  floit bridge was in.places theiold pier supporting-
the continuous spar panel bridge was removed. A new: concrebe base was:
constructed and a new pier constructed of panel. bridge parts was. built...
The- 554th continued to support the 9th Engr Bn (USMC). with a L=float
MAT6 raft in a USMC operation at BS 766825. During the reporting per-

_ 10d the-554th continued to provide eargo hauling eepatility and heavy-

squipment to the 39th Engr Bn and elements of the Americsl Division.

Theé 554th operated a bridge yard in the Chu Lal area; as well as a Class

11 and IV and bridge yard in the Duc Pho area. .Om 20 December 1967,

554th Engineer Company (FB} assets were assigned to Company E of the. 26th-

Ingineer Battalion. The 55kth Engr Co (FB) i SRy Srabicn..
- .. WAS (NACTWATED IN-15" FANAILB.

b, OQOPiRATIORS AND: TRAINING: : '

(1} During the reporting period this battalion worked 6% to 7 days:
a. week depending upon assigned missions, -Sunday*mornings were utilized
for church services, maintenance of squipment;. and mandstory training.. -
Total hours of training for this r.porting period were 108. This
battalion is sending EL/E5's who are potential tareer NCO's to a Combat.
Leadership Course conducted by the imerical Combat. Center. Plans are




unger way to sénd*newiyﬁﬁrriV@d%rﬁpiﬂcﬁm@ﬁtsmﬁo the ameriel Divisien \
Replacement Training Center for Viestnam-oriented training, ' )

{2) During the revorting period, units from this battalion part-
icipated in 10€ company—dceys of combat support oper-tions. The remain--
ing'tinmawae'spent'on*construction’tasks:not'directly related to combat

- operations;. ‘

Co MOVIMiTe¢ On € Decomber-1967, Go D moved from L7 Montezuma {BS 811331)
to Bn CP (BT-532037). On 9 Ducember 1957 Co D moved to LZ Baldy (3T 133444)..
On 15 December 1967 Co A moved from Trach Tru (BS 763473} to  3n CP. On

18 Decembur 1967 Co A moved tc LZ Baldy. On 26 Dec. mber 1967, Co A
moved. to LZ Ross (BT 028342). On 27 and. 28 January 196, Co.D moved. from

Bn CP to.BS 632853. A totsl of eleven company d-ys were involved in

‘moving units of this battalion. : :

de. SUPPLY3 -

(1) Gemeral: During the entire reporting perdod the battalion supply
seetion was loented with the battalion headeuarters in the Chu Lei area,
With et least three line companies situated in remote areas, the support
concept at battalion lovel was to provide supolies in the non-uxpendable
category for all companies, and bsckup support for vXpendable items not
svailsble at local FSE!s or FSh's, Companies supportud by forwird sup-
PAy units were generslly limited o receiving rations, POL products,

Lind’ borrisr moterisls on-site. It was necessary to trensport =11 other
matorials’ ‘o include construction materials from the Chu Lei crea to the
using unit, Weekly visits to the battalion arca by unit supoly personnel
were made for the purrose of turning-in and pickingeup nonaxpendables
and  supplies other than those mentioned ~bove. In the latter part of
#ovember: the mission of requisitioning equipment for the newly activiting
26th Engine.r Battalion, imericcl Division, wns assigned to the 39th bn-
gineer Battolion. - Efforts consisted of ordering items for one hecdouarters
company under TOE 5-356 ~nd one line compzny under TOY 5-157. The re~
quisitions were submitted on 20 Hovember 1967. In oddition to the recuisite
ioning procedure, several in-country enginecr units were levied for squipment
not re dily availzble in supply channels.. .t the present time the company-
hes re eived 1l wheelod vehicles (less trailurs),_tworscoop losders ~nd.
21l mine detectors. Critic~) items still due-in are tool sets to include
pioneer, cirpenters, automotive meehenic, and. organizational maintenance:
common set number onc. The battalion is presently oper.uting three water
points with 2 total daily output of approximitoly 25,000 gallons.

(2) During the reporting period logistics support wts reccived from
the following organizations:. : '

- .. {s) FSE, 3rd Briged., lst Air Cavolry (Akrmok¥ie); located st
Lé Saldy.. | -

. (b) TASK FONCL MaCDONALD; located at Duc Phoj = lst Logistiecd
Command-FSAt , :

(e) 23rd. Supply ond Tronsportation Battzlion; located at Chu Loi,




(3). At the present tiue the ncans. of risup 1':, nf‘"’thu =limecgopenies: 1s:
as- follows.

(a) Comopany:“aY, located.at: LZ Ross,.. Resupplied.entirely: by
air from: FSE. at-LZ.Baldy. WNo overland resupply; capablility exists duc.tos
the tactienl situation,. Reguests: for-air suppert. are: made. to-the. 37 Srdgem
ade;. lst: Air-Cavelry, loc- ted atoLZ Baldy. A conex:container:is:used:tos
1ift rationssand. supplies. by: hook;..which alde:in: controlling: damsga: box.
rations. and.in:delivering: go;ds. to-the de signated: undt. POLMprodu&'b‘af ares:
suppl:.bd. by bledder;,. _

(). Company; #BY;, resupplicd. by battalion... .

{c) 'C'onparw nowy locatec at: Mo. Ducs. Clnsa Iy ITT end: ba.rriez::ma.t:w
erials are picked up by tha wnit from: TAiSK. FORCE MACDONILD. at: Duer Pha.; ATL.
- other: :|.te=ms are supplied. from battalion. _ T

(d) Compan. DY, locﬂted at.L1Z.Baldy;  Claes: T, III.and: barrier:
materials. are.picked. up from FSE,. 3rd: Brigade.. 1str Adr Ca.valry Al adde-
itional. suprlies. are recuisitioncd. from battalion.

(L) i nuzber of major gouipment shortages oxisted in this battalion:,
during the reporting pericd.. The lack.of the these.affucted the opera.tiona.l_
capa.b:l.l:,t.y of this: unib.. The shortages were as: followa: ,

(a) 10.Tpm Truck:Tractor 2 e
(b) 20" Ton:. Cr.ana—Shou;eI;.; 1. ea.
RO 25 Tan. Serd~Trailer- . Y ea
(d.). 'Scoop Loadar  hesa
(o) 250 CcFM Aix:.*GOmpregso# l.ea

(£) Welding Set. 168
(8) Truck, Dump § Ton. 5 ea.;‘-
(h). Launcher, grenq.de.. - 18 ea
. MEDIGAL:

(1} The Battalion Aid Statn.m nns the n.ission of conscrving the. fi"ght“-w-
ing strength and .building personnel. strength ot & unit: level. Sick-ecall ls:
held daily in the vorning, but:-the station is copen 24 hrs-a day for:emers-
gencies.. It is capable of. cazring for thu .ajority of illuuvsses coourrings:
within. the Battalion, cxcept: for-diseases requiring nore sophistieated: -+

_methods of diagnosis or injuries reouiring more than ninor surgery.. Ino
this event, the patlents are evacuated to the 2d Surgical HoapitaL loeotisd:s
in the Chu:Lai.cantonement: aresi. _

(2) The Battalion has been on Dapmne for the-pest: eight monthe:andidure-
ing that time the Battalion has hod only oné ¢sse of Malaria (PLasmodiun: Vivaz)
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) (3) Samitabion Mrs raxined st a satisfactory level within the
last guarter; as standsrds sra cnx,c}u,d oy a weekly imspection. The Ald
Station keeps immmmizations current. The Dn Surgecn oakes periodic trips

to the componies,. rusul’czng in a high percentage (90%) with up-to—date
nmazatlons.

f.. MADTERANCE:

(1) General: The maintenance situation has shown grzdual improverent.
with a steedlly decreasing deadline rote. However, a recent rise in dead— -
lined eguipment is due to damage received as®a result of combat actions..
i concentrated effort is being nade toward improving the overall mainten—
ance progran. The battalion has, in the past, operated with a consoli-

. dated PLL at bottalion level.. This:has proved to be ineffective due to
i -, the remobeness of the line companies, The PLL is now being broken down =nd -
i _dlstributcd to the companies to be maintained at that level. Thé re—
‘ ceipt of several criticdlly necded items of eguipment including & com=—-
tact truck, wrecker; and -parts van; has greatly improved the. ma:.ntenance £
 support cupa.bi}ity- at- battalion level

(2) Suppo_r_'t: Parts procurumeni continues to be the major problen in
3 the maintenance effort, Fron 1 Novenber 1967, "Red Ball% requisitions are
‘ - being fillad-at a I2,6% rate, and regular véBuisitions'adt 33.07 rate. The
average time requircd for-the "Red Ball" requisitions filled has been 14
- days ang reguler requisitions have taken 22 days. The 723rd Maintenance
Battalion is the direcet support facility for the imerdical Division and also.
for this battalion. They presently maintain 19,500 line items in their
ASL, with 8500 1ine items at zero balance. Those ibems et zero halance
generally indlude high-demand items for both ordinance and engineesr equip~
nent, Additiondl parts support through the 588th Maintenance Cormpany (DS)
as well as from 45th Engineer Group (Const) through depot has alleviated
the condition smewhat. The only other regular source of parts has been
controlled substitution at the local salvage point. The 585th Maintenance
Company (DS} has been augminted with teén engineur mechanics for the express
purpose of maintaining engineer equipment for all non-divisional engineer

elements in this area. duthority for the battalion to utilize this fac—
ility is pending. '

g. CASUSLTIHS:

KT WA DOV
(1) mHC" 0 1 o - :
(2) 4 | 1 15 0
(3) B 0 0 0
w o 2 3 0
0 1L o

(5) D




LW " h, HIGeS: During the reporied. period; tnis battalisn disecversd BT mincs.

. :md pressure~type devides. Fellow:.ng is a. br{,c.kdom by nonth:

.- Tormed. run:i_t's .

Mast of. these mines consisted ef a bamboo firing device, with clectrie:
- blasting: cap, and approximately 25 1lbs of explosive.’ Seldon were the
mines marked . in any way. The following is & breakdown by month:.

MDHTHE | DLTECTLD . . DuTOHWTAD ’I‘O‘I";"-.L""
Hovember: 3 : 9 12
" Decumber 7. 7 R ¥ y
Januarg:s - .18 . 3 2T -

e Tot'al-w, | 28 19 g

. 200BY TQ.ES. During tais period,. 'bh:Ls batt.al:.on d:.scovared lL booby:
traps. .Most of the btooby travs cons:Lsted of hand: grenades with trip wirss.

s

MOan-L; ‘ DETECTED . w@: _m__m_

- Novenber 0 2 Lz
December - L 3 7
Janua.ry 2 0 2
Total . 6 5 RS

Section 2. Part I. (Lessons Learned)
a. PLASONNEL: |

Ttem: Variance of Rotational Dates For Personnel Gomg To. Newly
Organizcd Units.

Discussion: ‘The foérmation of the 26th Fngr Bn caused the r.sdesig:i;.—s
atisn of Co B, 39th Engr Bn as Co D, 26th Ingr Bn. To constitube Co B;.
3%9th Engr-Bn, personnel from engine.r unit s thronghout Vietnam wers obe -
tained. The criteria for-personnel coming to the 39th Engr Bn was that:
they have a ninirmr of 90 days left in country. As a result many of the
people gained had approxinately 100 days rengining, This resulted mthe
Tnewly-organized unit having a rotat.lonal hurp. within three mor-t"ls of “Lhe:
.company keing formed.

Observation: When forming new units by taking personnel from eex:l.'.il:n=
ing units, the rotation dates of thu personncl must bu variéd over-a
period. of several months. This will alleviate a rotational. hunp in: newly:

b.. OPER.TIORS:

(LY Tten: Volwntery Turn-In of 'E-ﬁmitions For Reward;

Biscussion-:' 4. Voluntary Informant Officer was annointed and:) egan.
paying a .réward for turn-in of nunitisns.. Inltlally, he workeéd excl'”"s:.ve—
1y through seve.ral locu.L boys wno were long tme fr:x_e,nds of the Prevk :

oniL;;,‘ na.rg:l.rmll;
but. the. person



- particularly well at tizis whan th. offic.r hed funds on his “'t..rs:«n since.
the irmediaty payrment made it possible for-the local boys to act as interns-
mediarius wi‘bh adults octherwisc 1\111’1'&‘;':1.111.;1'r to dml w1t‘1 thc offlcer.

ObSﬁrvat“Lanz,,... Contact with the local.psople. for-vstablishnent of:
a program:of mmitions turn-in crnsbe . effectively 'if,;pmhent'ed.: workdng:
through: loeal boys. Distribution of literature anncunging the program:
was ineffective,. Funds. and. reeedpts: should be:available to the. officer—ate
,_a.ll tines: so- thot he conimoke. irmediste. pr,yr.u,nt.

. (2) Ttems: Va.rsr Mineswsep Practices.

Disoussion: On rincsweeps,. this ba.ttﬂlicn pla.ca.s ong. mam. onreach
fiank of the rinesweep teams (approxs. 302) with brush hosks: Their taslg
is to drag the hooKs along the ground im am attempt to cut or-smag wires:
leading to cormand debonated miness After obscrmg this practice for-
several nmonths;. the VO starboed placing the wires psrallel to the road: about:
10! from the road: The wirss nornmally lced to a hut sone. distance in-fromt
of or behind thoe mincsweep team..

Observation: After finding several. mines with lead wircs placed:
in this menner; the men with the brush hooks started working o zig-zag
pattern:on-the flanks of the road. They would.walk at an angle to the. road
. out about 30m and then angle back.toward the.road.. In this manner they
would find any wires lsading from the road.

(3) Itém: T:Lmber Cradles For Preassembled Culverts

Digcussion: This battalion norpally. maintains 2 stockpilc. of. CMP
preassembled in 24' lengths for emergoncy use when. existing-culverts are.
destroyed. Normally these: sections of culvert may be.joined cuickly and:
easily,. However, in the Monsoon season when there is considerable. standing:
water;. it ls.diffidult. vo align largu sections of. culwert and support
- them: proparl;r. L ,

Obgervstions To facilitate. placment of large sectims. of” culs-
vert: du::ing energencies;. the use. of timber culwert cradles is. recormended:
‘(Bee . TM.5=335; Drainage Structures, Subgrodes,. and Base Courses, pe 40),..
Thuse: cradlss can be proefabrideted’ f6r the variocus. sizes of culvert stock-n
pilad.. ThHe eradles insure rapid al:.gnnunt and. provid::. adequate support..

(A‘) © Items. Sn.fety Techniques for: Minesweep Toans:

Diacuasifn. Rt.cc.ntly this ‘Battalion hos ineurred casualties to
ﬁineswen.-:p persamel due to detonation of undetected mines by vanicles fol--

- 1owing the. tean.

Obscrvation: To prevent. these casuslties the follcwingﬁteéh—;-ﬁ' |
niques. have besn utilizeds. o

N . (a): Bach minesweep team is followad by, loaded five ton dump:
truck iven.in:reverse,. This reduces the possa.ba.lity of - serdous: injﬁ“’- e
the driver:  The dump truck wﬂl maintan.n a_pinvinmrn: die ;

. the: mnasmm_i‘-m :




©* deliberats: nmineswecping nissionss. Operations:

' (b) /Ll persemmcl. :x.ncluuing th. truck guid\. Be at” ¥eaghs 258
" from: tho. trucksto lessen the. possibility 2! in;,‘urix,s slould 'bheetruc:k
detonate an widvteetod odic.

(5) Ttoms Alternate. Mothod: of” I.aymg*md‘ P:Lcking Up nfe ‘IK-19
CAdrfisldr Mattﬁ:rp”

Discussiont: Iiorder:to: ropair-a. seotion o o Ivﬂ{“-‘wl? nattsdy
airfield: recently; the matting was: remvud.w Current: litcroture: onu ME=19Y
natting: sbotue. that thissmotting can-only: be: placed: fron-therright=front:
toward the-left rsor-and. can-be: taken: up: from-the: loft: réertoward: the:.
right front- (Bew. Ihclosure: #1)s.. For-this: reason;. any: taxiweyror: parking:
aproi- adjoining-the left- sidecof’ a ficld:muset: be: placedslast: or-removaed::
. fivst- in-thesconstructinm ssqusnce.. Thisrnecessitiatus:o- great: smountsof”

$ine and: ﬁfi‘crt‘*to takc up- ad;joining taxiways A crder*to repair: therf rPield,

Obsvrvatian. Durding tha repoir-of "the. airfielri this: thtdioru
discovered thot: this -placingand: pickup-sequencs did: noti: hove to be: ddi
hered to, Taking the fisld up from:right: to- left  or-plaeing it from@Ief‘t“
to right required onJ.y sl 1ghtly- more: sffort: than: the:nornal. sécucnce:( see:
Incl #).. The. altornete. sequence: enabled: the- repatirof. the: sirfield: torbes:
* mnde without: disturbing 416V of taxiwaysadjeining the.laft” side: of the. rume-
wayy IV s imperdtive to-reverss the Wstalrsteo® pattern: from:the normal.
rightto- Left pottern-to’a-Teft: to-right potternm-atilenst fiftc.n: px..mu].fsw
- “from- 4 taXiway when relay:ing the runway; thus enabling the’f runwr.y -to¥
‘ re:joinad to: the t:p::i.m.y L

. TRATNING SHD OSGINTZITIONS: None
d; fw commimarxons: apo

Itam' umit:l:id;ioneﬂ. Power Supply For Gmmicathn’s;fﬁquipmmb } '

D:Lammsicnt This B"Ltt;a.lion ha.s cxpartenced d:l:fficul‘by mai:rb:zining' s
comrmmication: - between compenidés:and: Battalion:Hoadquarterss. Partoffithe
problem: has-been: thé . lack 6f dduquate=powsrsat:the.-net-control. stationsq.
Normally: the:net’ control statisne are. powered: by the-100dmp=alternator
kit on-the 3/4 ton cargo trucks. Howeverj con‘bin' Looperationzof“thes- -
vehicle engine is detrinental,. Compenies-are:authorized .o power: supply:to-
convert-120% AC power to 28v: DO powerj: but:itids: of‘h‘enﬁimpoaaiﬁlu forsthec.
let.tared compentes to obtain an AC power saurce.-

LObaervation. Bach-coipany. net control. station should bL suthorizeds
one. 3 KW, 28y oo generator: tor provide: power- for- full-time oper~bion: of
FM endaM- radic neks. Lch Bpttn.lion ..... net' controlu s‘i:a‘hion ahould h&vaﬂ-two“” _
of these-generators. .

<. LOGISTIOS: k.
(1) Ttems- Detector-Head far P-153 Minu Detuctor:
Discussicn: This unit presentliyis responsible. for severaLd_

d ..:.Aquently Flast: *ar”eigh :

hours a day on pionecr roads.. Mine datectors: are’ often: swung ase Fojile)
the ground as:possible.as.cnony land nines. found. incthis area have: very::




o

little etal centents Aks aﬂresult, the: detector: head often. hits the.
ground, especially when a very uneven sufface is being swept,.

.. -Observetion: The.fibergidss.type: materizl. currently used:to:
protect:-the-transmitting coil is often:damaged:making:the. set inoperable,:
A more durable epoxy or plastic material would greatly lengthen the life.
of . the: detector: head..

(2) Tten: Malnta:».nlng PLL at. Comfan;y Lovel

D:Lscussmn. Th:.s Bat‘ballsn has in the, pz st operated with.a. .

) coqsol:l.d.—_hted PLL.at battalion level.. However, since.this Battalion, has

been.in. Vletnam, the.companies have opersted .at. conglderable distance from

" the:Battalion riur_.dquarters. Due to.the remoteness. of the compenies,. m&inw
. taining a consolidated PLL at Battalion hus proved ineffective, C

Qbservati.)n.. The PLL is. now being bruken dom animll be dlsw -

: tribtrtnc to the companlg.s and naintained at that Yevel..

(3} It,em:: GaJJ.-bratl-;‘an' of Mine I}etector, P-153

Dlscusslun' Several mine.detectorshave been. retumatl to mpp@rt'

: naintmne soon -after they are released.from repair for calibratiom. I

was.-difficalt for the operator-to:adjust. the. set:so that a null sound.was

‘obtained when the detector head was not near metal.. As a resulk, the.set

would produce a conatant reading which made it almost impossifike to detect.

‘some of the firing devices this unit is presently finding with eneny- land.
mines, .

{(4) Observation: Investigation in conjunction with support main--
tenmance units reflected two primary: causes; At one particular repair fac-
ility the mine detectors are repaired. in a van complex; Wheh: the mechamic:
was calibrating the set inside the van, the surrounding metal. atmosphere:

reswltaed in an incorrect. calibpation-of the set.. It was alsoc observed.that

if: the:proper. size. screws. were not used.to connecdt the detecting headﬁtn
the short: handle, the -screw would interfera with- the. magnetie flgld a.n&
give-a comstant: reading, '

Section 2. Part IT.. Recagmbndaxionéﬁl

a. OPERATIONS:

(l) That - a.ggresqrwe persona.l contact with the local populace be made
in establishing a rewerds progran for-turn-in. of explosives and munition:
in arvas where written literature is ineffeetive due to.illiteracy. The-
program is selfwsustaining once the locals understand that prompt payment-

Wl]l be. nades,

(2) That U.S. troops: va.ry prcc\,dures on. m:mc.swwc to the paximum

,; extent feasitle,

(3) That the use- of tmber cradls,s ba cons:.d;,rs..d for anpllcg,t:z.cns where

_culvert allgmnent is difficult..




o (t...).. That all. perornel on mingsweep be Kept ab least 25 nmeterss cl»:—.m

© of wshicles.

(5) That alternate scousnc. for ricking up and reoolacing MX-19 mate-

| ting be considered for the cortain situasiens outlin.d in Para 2¢, Section:
-2 =~ Part 1.~ : ;

b, COMIPTEATIONS. That cach lcbtered compeny engineer net control.
station be authorizud one and battalion NCS authorized two 3 KW 28v;. DC:
generator for- static comrmnieztions over extended pericds,

c.. LOGISTICS: . : S .

(1) That 2 substitute matordial.for the detéctor head of the P-153 Minse
Detector: te developed. The naterial rust possess betier resistance to. abrasge-
ion then the fiberglas currently utilized. T e

(2) That support units insure that mine detectors are calibrsted inm
a neutral. (non~metallic) emsironment and that only the specificd scriws
be used to conmect the detector head to the short handle. '
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EGD=3 (9°Feb 68) lst Ind. | )
SUBJECTi: Operational Repert - Lessens:iearned:{(RCS:SCFOR-65), for-
. Qarterly Period:Encing: 31 January- 1968

HEALQUART-RS, . WSTH. ENGINEEX GROUP: (CONSTRUCTION), APO. 96236: FEB-2 0 1958

THRUs  Comman 6ding General, 18th: Engineer-Brigade, ATING. AVBG:G;

APO: 96377 |

. Commanding:General,. USA.Engineer- Cemmand: Vietnanm- (Prov)
ATINy: AVCCSREO, . APO” 9691 | -
Conmanding: General, United:States: Army; Vietham;. ATTNY.
AVHOG-DH, . AP0’ 96307
Comnander:in. Chief, United.States Ammy; Paoclfis, ATIN:
GROP-OT, APO 96558

TOs Assistant: Chief. of Staff. for Force.Development, Department:
of. the: Army: (ACSFOR-DA),. Washington;. D.Cs. 20310 |

1i. Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the:3%th- Zngineer:
Battalion. for- the. Quarterly Period. ending 31 January 1968 is forwarded..

A- .fn'é“!ﬁ“ :*‘_—I, i
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AVBC-C (9 Feb 68) 2nd Ind CPT Ellegood /wd /DBT-163
SUBJECT: COperational Report - -Lessons Learned . (RCS CSFOR~65) s Tor Quarterly:
Period. Eldlng 31 January 1968.

Headquarters, 18th Engineer Brigade, AP0~ 96377 @95”5&19 8

yxoF Cor:mandlng General, U.S. Army Engineer Cormand, , Vietnam (Prov)

ATTN:. AVCC~P&O, APO 96491

1. This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report - Lessons
Learned for the 39EH Engineer Battalion. and considers it an excellent

summary of the. activities of the Battalion for the reporting period ending:
31 Januvary 1968. ,

2., This Headquarters concurs with the r“comenda.tlons of the. Battalion
Commander W':Lth the. follcmng comments added:

a. Several units within the Br:.gade have been participating-in.
various programs whereby cash rewards are given for twm-in andfor infore-
mation. concerning location of enemy munitions.. Funding for these programs:
comes through organizaticns ‘outside the Brigade. In order to institunte:a
Brigade-wide program of on-the-spot payments for rmunitions, a funding
agency and apparatus must be established. "Oper=ation Induce' ~nd the
Volunbecr Informant Program provide funds, but they are not available
directly to engineer units. MACV Directive 37-2 providss funds for this
type program II CTZ DEICORDS, but CORDS is reluctant to implement such
a program. Therefore, if thls program is to be implemented, funding must
come from DETCORDS or thru a nsw channel designated specificelly for an
enginesr program. Such 2 progran is highly desireable and this hendguarters
racommends cvery effort be.made to imploment it throughout the Brigade.

b. The addition of 3 KW, 28V, DC Generatcors to the Combat ¥n--
gineer Battalion's MTOE will be considered during the next MTOE action.

¢. Tt has been suggested to the L5th Engineer Group that an
Equipment Tmprevement Recguest be submitted on the detscter head of the
P-153 Mine Detector.

\J*&’{&Lk if j{L L/VJ-&CL/!
HAROLD J. ST
Colonel, CE

Deputy Cormander-

N



AVCC-P&O (9" Feb 68) . . 3rd.Ind: g |
SUBJECT: Operatlonal Report-Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR»éS), for Quarte Ty
Period Ending- 31,Jannamy‘l968 ‘

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES™ ARNY ENGII{E_ER COMMAND. ™
VIETNAM (PROV), ARO. 96451 4. MAR- 1368 | R

T0: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: ‘AVHGC-}}ST;
APO 96375 - e TR T I : g Trine g g St

The attached ORLL, ‘sutmitted by the 39th«Eng1neer Battalion (Sbt),f'
been reviewed. by this. headquarters and'is considered’adequate. )

FOR ‘THE COMMANDER:

ASSlstant Adgutant General

- 19




AVHGC-DST (9 Feb-68) 4th Ind: CPT™ Arnold/rb/mmmy
SUBJECT: Operational.Report: --Lessons:Learned: (RCS..CSFOR=65),. for—
Quarterly Period Ending: (31 January:196&)

HEADQUARTERS,. US. AIR\E!JVIETNAM‘.,.,,HAPO::Sa.n::Fr’a"ncisco;. 96375 ITM Aﬂfﬂgsﬁz
T0: Commanderin: Chief; United:States: Army; Pacific, ATTN: GPOP<DT;.
APO 96558 _

1.. This headquarters-has:reviewed the Operational Report=Lessons:Learned:for:-

the quarterly:period ending 31 January 1968 from-Headquarters;. 39‘011 Engnneem*
Battalion: (Combat)(Army) (WAZ6AA) as.indorsed:.

2., Pertinent: comment: i‘ollows-::r- Reference: item:concerning: rewa::d:; fonf"'-volunm
tary- turn-in: of munitions, page:12, paragraph b{1); page-15, paragraph-a(1);:
and 2d Indorsement;. paragreph:2a:. Concur;. In-order:-to: overcome:problems:
encountered. by USARV units in: securing: funds:authorized:.by -MACV Directive:-
37-2, MACV has informally: authorized use-of local AIK funds: for rewarding:

Vietnamese for turning 111 VC: weapons and/or providing information leading: to:
their location,. :

3. A copy of this indorsement w:i.ll, be furnished to the- reporting unit.
through - channels.

FOR THE CCMMANDER:

CHARLES'A, B
\la]or, AGC.
_ Asaistant. AdjmntiGemL

Copy- furnished::
m, 3%th Engg Bn (C)(A)
HQ;- MQ'( P)
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GROP-DT" (9 Feb:68) (U).5th-Ind:

SUBJECT:: Operational.Report-of-HQ;. 39th:Engr: Bn: (Cbt) (Army): for=Perdiod:

Ending: 31. January-19685. RCS. CSFOR=65 (RL).
HQ, US:Army; Pacific, APO:San:Francisco:36558: 2:6-APR?1366..

TO: Assistant: Chief. of Staff for Force: Development;. Department: of* the:
Army; Washington, D.. C.. 20310

This. headquarters. ha s. evaluated: subject: report: and: ferwarding: indorse=-
ments. and: concurs in the:report-aszindorseds. ‘

FOR THE COMMANDER. IN CHIEF:

QA autd—
C.L._SHORTT"
CPT; AGC:
Asst-AG”

21.
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Arabic Numerals indicate normml placing sequence.

Romen Mumerals indiezte normal pick-up sequence.

Lower Case letters indicate alternate laying sequence,

Upper Case letters indicate alternate pick-up sequence.
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