DELTA
I NFORMAL
GARDENERS
IMPORTANT DATES
We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the first
Monday), of each month,
7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

Propagation Workshop

Transplanting seedlings and
small plants will resume
Saturday, January 30, see
inside for details.

2016 General Meetings
February 22
March 28
April 25

2016 Board Meetings
February 2
March 8
April 5

2016 Annual-Perennial
Plant Sale
Saturday, May 7
Wolfe Ranch

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Rain, Rain, Rain

Happy New Year. This year is off to a good start. It’s so
nice to wake up to the sound of rain falling on the roof. I
have visions of our reservoirs filling up,the ground soaking
up much needed water, the snowpack piling up and our
beautiful hills turning green again. We’re so lucky to live in this beautiful
state of ours. Even though the drought is far from over, the rain brings the
hope that it might be the beginning of the end of it. It has forced us all to
learn creative ways to water and just how much less water many plants can
get by on. I’m enjoying growing and learning more about succulents too.
Our propagation has been so successful. The greenhouse at Wolfe Ranch
is bursting with plants already and thanks to Carolee and Robin, we have
nearly 500 native plants started for this years plant sale. Thank you to all
of our dedicated Diggers who have helped with propagation and potting up
plants. I’m looking forward to this year of gardening, learning and another
successful plant sale and also working with all of you.

The editors of The Weeder welcome our new President, Connie Miller.
Click here to see a full list of 2016 Delta Informal Gardeners Officers.

JANUARY 25—ANNUAL DIG GARDEN AUCTION

Come and join the bidding fun! Bring an item, buy an item!
This month’s meeting will be our Annual Gardening Auction. Once again
we are so fortunate to have Emil Geddes as our auctioneer. Together with
Steve, they make it a lively and entertaining event.
We do need stuff to auction so everyone is asked to bring items to donate to
the auction. Its a great time to clean out your garage. Mostly we want garden
related items, but kitchen items are fine too. No magazines or baskets please.
Come right in at 7:00 p.m. There will be tables around the room to deposit
your donations. Then head to the kitchen for refreshments to enjoy while
you look over the available items up for auction. The auction will begin at
7:30 p.m. Richard and Ginger will be our cashiers and we will accept cash
and checks, but no credit or ATM cards. Any items not sold will go home
with the bringer. This is always a fun event. Don’t miss it.
Helen Wheeler, Vice President-Programs
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DIG FIELD TRIPS

2 0 1 6 P R O PA G AT I O N - T R A N S P L A N T I N G R E S U M E S

UC Davis Botanical Garden

Join us Saturday, January 30th, 10am – noon at Wolfe Ranch

This field trip is tentatively
scheduled for March.
4010 Mt. Diablo Boulevard
Lafayette, CA 94549
(925) 284-4474
Wednesday, March 16, 2015
More information to come as the
event approaches.

We are gearing up for this year’s Annual Perennial Plant Sale. Come join the
fun, socializing, and work on Saturday the 30th. We’ll meet at Wolfe Ranch
9 AM ‘til 12 PM (barring inclement weather). Wolfe Ranch is located at
700 Creek Road in Brentwood. Take Balfour Road to Fairview and travel
South, Turn left onto Concord Avenue, turn left onto Creek Road and travel
approximately one-half mile. You’ll see Wolfe Ranch and the growing
grounds on the left. Click here for maps and locations.
Steve Hendrickson, Plant Manager

http://arboretum.ucdavis.edu

Your Weeder
Are there gardening topics that
you would like to see addressed
in the Weeder? Send your
questions to Lori or Carolee and
we’ll do our best to get them
answered. lori@mayodesign.net
or cvjames88@att.net

J A N U A R Y M E M B E R S H I P U P D AT E
It’s getting close to cut off time for those who haven’t paid their 2016 dues
yet. Membership is still only $15 for an individual and $20 for a family.
You can complete the form provided in this Weeder and either mail it to
me with your check or hand the form and check to me at our next meeting
on Jan. 25th. If you have already paid your dues but haven’t received your
membership card yet, please be sure to ask me for it at our next meeting so
you can use it for discounts at nurseries.
Chris Artz, Membership
Welcome New Member—Ginny McGuire
A warm welcome to our newest member, Ginny McGuire
who lives in Antioch and is interested in learning how to
prune her roses.

ITS TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2016
DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.
Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Please make checks payable to DIG.
JANUARY

2016

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

New Member

Renewal
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R O O F R A I N W AT E R C O L L E C T I O N — A F F O R D A B L E
W AT E R C O N S E R V AT I O N F O R A N E L N I Ñ O Y E A R
While it may look like we will be getting
quite a bit of rain this winter, I’m sure
there will still be water restrictions for
some water districts, if not all, later in the
year. Setting up a rain water collection
system might just help with keeping your
garden green through next summer.
Components of a rain collection system
include the following:
1. Plastic tanks measuring 4’ in diameter by 4’ in height with a capacity of

380 gallons. It will depend on the size of your property as to how many
tanks you could use. If your property is small, then a 30 or 50-gallon
plastic trashcan could be used at each down spout. Add a spigot to the
can and you have easy access to filling a watering can or attaching a
hose. (By the way, most potted plants will do better with rainwater than
city water as there is no salt buildup in the soil due to the chemicals used
in treated city water.)

2. Getting the roof rainwater into the tanks is accomplished by the use of
2” PVC pipe and assorted connectors. Rainwater flows from the roof
gutters to downspouts connected to the PVC pipes, which are connected
to the tanks.
3. Watering from the tanks is done using a ½hp electric sump pump
through a hose and sprinkler, which is moved manually during watering.
While you may not collect enough water to irrigate your garden for the
whole summer, it might provide enough water to help plants survive through
late spring and early summer during drought or light rain years.
Supplies (piping, connectors, sump pump) for a rain collection system can
be purchased at any home improvement center.
The tanks can either be purchased new (prices range from $300.00 for a 300
gallon tank, $400.00 for a 550 gallon tank and $600.00 for a 1100 gallon
tank) or you may be able to find used tanks at a much lower cost. And, of
course, plastic trashcans are much less costly.
An example of how fast your tanks would fill: If you had a capacity of 2260
gallons and we received between 1/2” and 1” of rain, you could collect
approximately 690 gallons of water. Obviously, small gardens would collect
much less utilizing smaller containers, but still the rain water is better for
your plants and is free!!

Photo: Steve Hendrickson

PLANT OF THE MONTH

M eyer L emon
Citrus × meyeri
Plant Type: Citrus
Origin: China
Light: Full Sun/ Protect from wind
Water: Regular
Thought to be a cross between a
true lemon and either a mandarin
or common orange. The tree was
brought to the United States from
Beijing, China in 1908 by Frank
Meyer, a plant explorer of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.
Meyer lemons have a sweeter and
more floral taste than other lemons.
They also have very thin skins.
Though Meyer lemon trees are
naturally shrub-like, they can be
pruned into tree form. When
planted in the ground, they can
grow up to 8-10 feet tall and up
to 12 feet wide. They need plenty
of water, but also good drainage.
They can stand cold snaps, but
not freezing.
The photo above is Carole Hendrickson’s
Meyer Lemon.

Here are a couple of links to instructions that you might find helpful.
gardenwatersave.com wikihow.com/build-a-rainwater-collection-system

Carolee James, Editor
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D I G 2 0 1 5 H O L I D AY P O T L U C K A N D O F F I C E R I N S TA L L AT I O N
We ended 2015 with a fun evening at the Brentwood Community Center. The turn out for our Holiday Potluck
was good and the food was plentiful. There were some awesome desserts and a bit of wine. Our gift exchange
was a hit with Robin Choate getting Chris Artz & Chris Choate to play Santa’s elves. A big thanks to Carole
Hendrickson for making all the arrangements and her band of merry helpers who set up for the evening; Steve
Hendrickson, Connie & Paul Miller, Richard Arp, and Chris & Dan Artz.
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BOARD MINUTES—JANUARY 4, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm by Connie. All members were present except
for Helen, and Marlys. All new officers were present except for Helen Wheeler. Connie
reported a change to the board responsibilities. Leslie Servin will help Richard Arp with
hospitality duties. Carole Hendrickson will take over the duties of publicity from Leslie. Pat
confirmed we have Emil Geddes for our auction in January. Richard reported on finances
for DIG and passed out copies of the financial standing. Richard asked for ideas on what
to do with old cash drawers not being used. Richard also asked for ideas on appropriate
containers to keep supplies in that are easy to maneuver around because of the weight of
supplies. Several suggestions were given on both topics. Chris stated membership is good.
Fifty seven more people have signed up so far. Carole reported on Saturday there will be
some members potting up rooted cuttings at the farm. She also mentioned no help is needed
with watering as there are enough people at this time to cover that duty. Robin stated there
is nothing new planned for field trips. Steve stated Robin is doing a great job helping him
with plant manager duties. He mentioned there will be a propagation workshop on January
30 at Wolfe Ranch. Lori continues to do the Weeder and accepts pet photos in the garden
and plant of the month photos if anyone would like to submit them to her. Pat B. asked
about duties of thank you cards and was told Helen would take care of sending them out as
needed. Carolee informed us Christmas cactus can be put outside if not wanted inside the
house. Pat Moore proposed giving new members joining DIG aprons or t-shirts. Carolee
made a motion to buy eight half aprons to begin with and the motion was approved. Chris
mentioned several items were left at the Christmas party that would be brought to the next
meeting for people to claim. The next DIG meeting on January 25 will be the auction.
People are asked not to bring magazines or baskets, but books are okay and bring anything
garden related by 7 o’clock. Auction starts at 7:30pm. There was a discussion about how
many helpers were needed during the event and with setting up before the auction. Ginger
and Richard will be cashiers, and Connie, Chris, Robin and Debbie will be runners and
ticket writers. People are asked to pay with cash or local checks only. Emil Geddes will
be the auctioneer and Steve will assist him. There will be refreshments during the auction.
Connie asked that last month’s minutes be approved and Robin seconded and it was passed.
Carolee informed us scholarships are rotated between three high schools. There was a
discussion as to what the criteria should be for awarding scholarships and how to distribute
scholarships. The meeting was adjourned at 8:48 pm. The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, February 2, 2016.

Patricia Buchanan, Secretary

PET OF THE MONTH

Sushi Choate
Labrador Retriever
Sushi joined the Choate family
just before Christmas. She’s a 3
year old black Labrador Retriever
mix. She loves long walks, going
to the beach, and napping on the
couch. She doesn’t understand
why the cats don’t want to play,
but is learning how to play in the
yard on her own. We’re looking
forward to warm weather when
she can swim in the Delta and
help in the garden. 

Robin Choate
SEND US YOUR GARDEN
PET STORY
If you have a gardening pal you’d
like to share in the Weeder, send
us a photo and short paragraph
about him or her. All pets are
welcome! Send your submissions
to lori@mayodesign.net or
cvjames88@att.net

Diane Lee, Carolee James, Steve Hendrickson and Ginger Guider enjoy a laugh after the meeting.
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Balsamic Brussels Sprouts
and Baby Potatoes From the kitchen of Robin Choate
Robin’s dish was a hit at our annual Holiday Potluck. Great as a main dish or as an
accompaniment to grilled meats.

Ingredients:

Method:

8 oz Brussels Sprouts

Preheat oven to 450 F degrees

16 oz Baby Potatoes

Trim ends off the Brussels sprouts and cut them in half. Cut
the potatoes in half. Wash and put in big bowl. (Can omit
potatoes and triple Brussels sprouts)

2 Tbsp Balsamic Vinegar
1 Tbsp Olive Oil
Salt & Pepper to taste

Drizzle with the olive oil and balsamic vinegar. Season with
salt and pepper. Toss till coated.
Place on well oiled baking sheet and bake for 30 to 40
minutes. Stir occasionally.

Directions
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Winter and Spring potting up
events are held at Wolfe Ranch,
700 Creek Road, Brentwood.
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DIG meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Brentwood Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.
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