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WHO WE ARE

The Gulf Elasmo Project is a
non-profit initiative working on
elasmobranchs (sharks, rays,
guitarfishes and sawfishes) in the
Arabian Seas region.

MISSION

The Gulf Elasmo Project aims to advance
research, education and conservation of
elasmobranchs in the Arabian Seas region
by promoting, developing, supporting and
undertaking research and educational
initiatives.

VISION

The Gulf Elasmo Project seeks to ensure the
conservation and protection of vulnerable
elasmobranch species by building a
framework where science and education
are the basis for a cooperative and
collaborative approach that will contribute
to the sound management of the marine
environment.

A TIME FOR ACTION

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
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There is currently litfle information on sharks and rays in
the Arabian Seas region. With increasing threats from
‘,..o fisheries, coastal development, habitat degradation
‘."0: and pollution, continued monitoring of sharks and
3: 1ays is essential to ensure their longterm survival. The
" Gulf Elasmo Project is collecting information about
®  these species from Arabian Seas waters fo increase
understanding of species diversity, abundance and
distribution.

Citizen science is a powerful
tool to collect data from across
the region. All sightings of
sharks, rays, guitarfishes and
sawfishes, whether historical
or recent, can help us.
Populations of most of these
species are in decline so

information is invaluable
for science, to raise awareness
about Arabian elasmobranchs,
and fo support management
decisions.




EYES ON ELASMOS

Advancing research and conservation
Promoting citizen science
Using your to make a difference

WHAT PICTURES TO TAKE

us with this project. However, to help us make an accurate identification, side images of sharks
showing the whole body, and top views of rays and guitarfishes, are preferred Because male
and female individuals can easily be distinguished, please try and take a picture of the pelvic
area.

‘ You have fo be a professional photographer to submit your pictures. photos can help

HOW TO TELL APART MALES AND FEMALES?

If you see elasmobranchs in
these waters, please let us
know. Email us or fill out our
online reporting form with

as much information as you
can, including the number of

pelvic fin

Female EASY ANYONE  gnimals you saw, the location
(cloacal and time of your sighting,
Male your activity at the time...

(claspers]
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SOME INTERESTING FACTS

Flasmobranchs are older Mantas and devil rays give birth
than dinosaurs and have to only ONE offspring every 2
been on earth for over to 5 years. They are considered
400 MILLION YEARS THREATENED because of the rising
demand for their gill rakers

Many sharks and rays are

E¥ HIGHLY MIGRATORY onol

FLASMOBRANCHS ARE WORTH MORE ALIVE THAN DEAD

US $ 150 is the value of one manta for fisheries
&' US $ 1 MILLION is its value in tourism money over its lifefime
US $108 is the value of one large shark for consumption

US $ 1.9 MILLION is its value fo the tourism industry over its lifefime

THERE ARE OVER 5 10 SHARK at least
AND 650 RAY SPECIES
AROUND THE WORLD

species around the
Arabian Peninsula

SHARKS AND RAYS COME IN ALL SHAPES AND

SIZES

Whale sharks are the
BIGGEST fish in the ocean
and can reach over! 5 M in
length

Some species of electric rays,
skates and sharks measure [ESS

THAN 15 CM in length
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For more information, confact:
Dr. Rima Jabado

info@gulfelasmoproject.com

i Facebook.com/GulfElasmoProject
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