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IMPORTANT DATES
We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 pm at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.
Board Meetings are held on
the first Tuesday, (after the first
Monday), of each month,
7:30 pm in the Fireside Room.

Propagation Workshop

2016-2017 propagation is
underway and continues
every Saturday, 10-noon at
Mel’s Greenhouse. You can
find a map on the page 4 and
directions on the website.

2016 General Meetings
September 26

We would like to those who
were gracious enough to bring
refreshments

October 24
November 28
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Plant Something

Hope you’re enjoying your gardens as summer winds
down. I love fall with its cooler crisp evenings, nights
and mornings. It’s a great time to get out in the garden
and catch up on work . It’s also a great time to plant as the
soil is still warm and the coming winter rains will help
establish root systems. As we’ve learned, plant your native plants now. Plant
a tree or shrub or some bulbs. Throw out some wildflower seeds or poppy
seeds. For fall color I love the oranges,
reds and golds of chrysanthemums.
Pansies are also a colorful addition and
can last all winter. Fall also brings the
Michaelmas daisy full of blue,lavender
and rose color. One of my favorite fall
bloomers is Cape Honeysuckle with its
trumpet-like flowers of bright orangered. It’s an easy plant to grow and the
hummingbirds love it.
Be sure to join us for propagation on Saturdays. Look for time and locations
in the Weeder. I look forward to seeing you there.

2016 Board Meetings
October 4
November 8
November 29

2017 Plant Sale
Saturday, May 13
Wolfe Ranch

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community

SEPTEMBER 26TH GENERAL MEETING
Terry Gwin, Artist and Advisor

Come hear Terry’s unique perspective on stunning tricks to make any size yard a
paradise. He will discuss tried and true techniques to help you create a magical,
amazing, and enjoyable experience in your garden—not only with beautiful
landscaping but recommendations for unique smells, sounds, and colors.
Terry is a California Certified Nurseryman. As a young man, he started at
Norman’s Nursery in old town Brentwood, where he developed his knowledge
and love of plants and landscaping. For Terry, walking through a nursery was
absolutely addictive. He developed this passion into his landscaping business.
Retired after 40 years, he’s still available for consultations, planning, and
recommendations.
This is one speaker you won’t want to miss! Come prepared for an entertaining,
informative evening and bring your questions.


Helen Wheeler, Vice President, Programs
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FIELD TRIPS AND
GARDENING EVENTS
Fall 2016 Native Plant Sale
Extravaganza
Sunday, October 23, 2016
10:00 am–4:00 pm
Take advantage of this opportunity to
shop for unique or hard-to-find native
plants that are not normally available
in most nurseries.
Knowledgeable staff will be on hand
to help shoppers select the right
plants for their gardens. You do not
have to register in order to shop at
these nurseries.
A list of participating nurseries can be
found at:
http://www.bringingbackthenatives.
net/fall-2016-extravaganza

Bringing Back the Natives
Fall 2016 Workshops
Gardening with Nature in Mind
Sunday, October 22, 2016
10:00 am–3:00 pm
Rain date is Saturday,
November 12
Join renowned environmental
educator Judy Adler in this
in-depth tour of her half-acre
Walnut Creek garden. Judy’s
suburban garden, part farm, part
classroom, part nursery, and part
nature preserve, features happy
chickens, a rainwater harvesting
system, a pond, and many
California native and/or pollinatorfriendly plants. Judy’s was one of
the first gardens to be certified as
a Backyard Wildlife Habitat by the
National Wildlife Federation, and
it is also certified as a habitat for
pollinators by the Xerces Society.
For more information or to
register:
http://www.bringingbackthenatives.
net/fall-2016-workshops-2
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A U G U S T M E M B E R S H I P U P D AT E
Two more members just signed up at our last meeting.
One is Louise Massante who is from Discovery Bay and
would like to learn more about vegetables and succulents.
The other is Valerie Thurston who lives in Antioch and is
a beginning gardener (how exciting!). Welcome to DIG,
ladies! You could not have joined at a better time since
we started our propagation of plants on September 17
at the Wolfe Ranch. We were very fortunate to have Kathy Echols, gardener
extraordinaire, give a presentation on this date on tips and tricks of propagation.
She is truly our #1 favorite speaker. 
Chris Artz, Membership
DIVIDING PERENNIALS
As we start into our propagation season, keep in mind that dividing perennials is
also a way to provide plants for our spring sale as well as taking cuttings.
Dividing a plant into two or more smaller plants is a nearly foolproof way to
reproduce perennials like astilbes, daylilies, and hostas. Bulbs, corms, root tubers
or rhizomes can also be divided. Division also works well with ornamental
grasses and plants with woody roots like sages and lavenders. The time of year
to divide varies by gardener and plant, but fall is ideal. The ground is still warm,
the nights are cool, and the rainy season ensures good root growth prior to the
rigors of summer. However, some bulbs and corms are better divided after
spring bloom.
Use the table below to identify the types of roots/bulbs you may encounter.
Offsets: Small plants growing at the base of a larger one. Asters, coneflowers,
hostas, and Coreopsis.
Surface roots: Roots that run on or just below the surface of the soil: Bee balms,
black-eyed Susans, creeping sedums and speedwells.
Taproots: Each piece must have one eye, some of the taproot and a few side roots.
Oriental poppies, butterfly weeds.
Underground running roots: Cut away any piece with an eye or sucker already
forming. Hardy geraniums and Japanese anemones.
Woody roots: Plants often form roots when stems rest on the ground or are buried
by accumulated mulch. Cut between the rooted stem and the mother plant. Sages,
lavenders, candytufts.
Bulbs, corms, and root tubers: Clumps of corms, bulbs and tubers can be dug up,
divided and replanted. Daffodils, Dutch iris, crocus, freesia and peonies.
Rhizomes: Root-stocks with horizontal creeping stems lying on or under the
ground, are cut into pieces that each have one or more buds and then each piece
planted. Iris, Canna.

The dividing of plants is a win-win solution for both you, your garden and your
plants, as well as the recipients of the largesse you will produce…the buyers
at the sale in May! Remember, ‘divide and conquer’…your garden, that is!

Carolee James, Editor
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BOARD MINUTES—SEPTEMBER 6, 2016
The meeting was called to order at 7:30pm by Connie. Helen reported the
scheduled speaker for the September meeting will be unable to come. She
will continue to look for another speaker to come to our meeting. Ginger
passed out the current profit and loss financial information for DIG. She
stated an anonymous donation was made to DIG to honor Gayle Servin.
Chris reported that a couple new members signed up at the last meeting.
DIG now has 128 members. Steve, our plant manager, stated plant
propagation will start on September 17th at the Wolfe Farm. There will
be a speaker to give lessons on how to propagate. Connie made a motion
to approve the minutes from the last meeting and they were approved.
Pat stated she will no longer preside as secretary after December. Robin
stated the next field trip will be to Ruth Bancroft Garden in Walnut Creek
and several people have signed up to go. Carpooling will be available.
Leslie mentioned she has secured some supplies for our Christmas party
in December. Connie mentioned she is preparing the paperwork for the
application to the city for the room to be rented for the Christmas party.
Lori mentioned the renewal for our website has been made. Martin said
Hope House is in need of volunteers to help Monday and Wednesday
mornings passing out food to the 1500 families in need that Hope House
services. Connie made a motion that DIG should give a donation to the
VFW. The motion was approved. Carolee suggested we think about how
many native plants should be purchased for the next plant sale. There was
a discussion about how many should be bought and caring for them if
they are purchased in the fall. The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. The
next board meeting will be Tuesday, October 4. The next DIG members
meeting will be Monday, September 26. Patricia Buchanan, Secretary

HOPE HOUSE

Kathy Echols gives diggers instructions on
asexual propagation at our first workshop on
September 17th. Photo: Chris Artz
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As a nonprofit
organization DIG is
required to give away
some of our surplus
income. One of the
local charities that the
DIG Board has been supporting through
occasional financial gifts is HOPE HOUSE,
a food distribution charity run by the United
Methodist Church in one of its small houses
on the church property. Currently HOPE
HOUSE has 1500 families pass through for
food each month. Sprouts and Food Max
make regular donations of food which must
be picked up by volunteers . Volunteers
also distribute the food on Monday and
Wednesday mornings. More volunteers are
desperately needed. It is very rewarding
to be involved where you can see the
immediate results. If you could help call
Robin Vaughan at 925-634-6409. 
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
Do Nothing Cake

Pat Moore prepared this delicious
cake as a refreshment for our last
meeting and it was a hit!
INGREDIENTS
2 cups sugar
2 cups flour
2 eggs
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon vanilla
16 ounces crushed pineapple,
undrained
Icing
1⁄2 cup butter
1 cup sugar
3⁄4 cup evaporated milk
1 cup coconut
1 cup nuts
1 teaspoon vanilla
DIRECTIONS
Place first 6 ingredients in a bowl
& mix until blended with spoon.
Pour into 13x9 inch cake pan.
Bake at 350°F 35-40 minutes.
For Icing: Mix butter, sugar and
evaporated milk together and
cook over medium heat until a
little thickened. (This usually takes
about 5 minutes at a boil).
Remove from heat and add
remaining ingredients.
Pour over hot cake.

Martin Tucker, DIG Past President
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________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS

Individual Membership...............$15
Family Membership....................$20
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE

Please make checks payable to DIG.

New Member

Renewal

BRENTWOOD

Directions
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Winter and Spring potting up
events are held at Wolfe Ranch,
700 Creek Road, Brentwood.
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DIG meets on the fourth Monday
of each month at 7:30 pm at the
Brentwood Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street in
Brentwood.
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