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Bd 10.COMmuniqué
Transition Time
“Transition” – from the Latin meaning: “To go across from one state or
condition to another.” That’s where you
are as you read this edition of the newsletter. It’s that time of year when we
transition from mowing the lawn to raking leaves. (Could shoveling the snow
be far behind?) It’s that time of year
when we transition from our offseason
to what we anticipate will be another
new and exciting high school basketball
season. We’re transitioning from perhaps not having officiated any or much
basketball during the spring and summer
to a time when we’re about to fill our
calendars with game assignments in the
high schools, middle schools and at
various youth, travel and rec leagues.
It’s the time that we transition from giving our bodies and minds a rest from the rigors of officiating to the time
when we engage both our body and mind full tilt to do our best job on the
court. (continued on p. 2
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Board 10 Meeting Dates for 2018-19
Lock these into your calendars. All meetings will take place at Lyman Hall High School, with attendance taken at 8AM.
Meeting Schedule
Sunday October 21, 2018: Mandatory Interpretation Meeting, in the Auditorium
Sunday November 11, 2018: In the gymnasium
Sunday December 9, 2018: Rules Refresher Exam session for all returning members in the cafeteria. Special clinic for new candidates in the gymnasium.
Sunday January 6, 2019:
In the gymnasium
Sunday February 3, 2019: Annual Meeting in the Auditorium
NOTE: We’ve been informed that the Lyman Hall Auditorium is undergoing renovations
and might not be available for some of our meetings. Be sure to check your emails for updates on meeting locations. 	

 (continued on p. 2)
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Transition Time ... (cont. from p.1)
It’s the time when we transition from not having to deal with angry coaches, parents and spectators to
the time when we’ll have to endure all three. It’s the time when we transition from not having given
much, if any, thought to the rules to the time when we bone up on the rules and increase our understanding of how to correctly apply and enforce those rules in game situations. We hope that this edition of the
newsletter will help you navigate this transition and hit the ground running at your first scrimmage and
regular season game. As usual, we have helpful information on your health and fitness from Dr. Dan.
Our Interpreter Ray Vanacore looks at a particular rule that we as a group need to get better at in order
to call and enforce properly, given Ray’s observation of games last season. It’s a little early to talk about
rule changes, which are minimal this season, so we have posted them with more discussion to come at
our Interpretation Meeting. We’ve included dates you need to enter into your phone or computer calendar immediately – including and especially our upcoming meetings. We’ve also taken a look – through
an article by Steve Kirck II – at the rising level of poor sportsmanship and abuse of officials and how
we should handle and react to it. And, as always, we’ve happily included reports on your personal and
professional accomplishments that took place since our last publication came out. Now, to paraphrase
the iconic event announcer Michael Buffer: “LET’S GET READY TO …. TRANSITION!!!”
Board 10 Meeting Dates for 2018-19 ... (cont. from p.1)
All Board 10 members are required to attend at least 4 of the 5 scheduled meetings in order to get full
credit and avoid any penalties with regard to your schedules. Ideally, you will attend all 5 meetings, as
we impart a lot of information you can use to improve your officiating skills and rules knowledge.
NOTE: Attending the Rules Interpretation Meeting is mandatory. If you cannot attend our Rules Interpretation Meeting, you can attend the interpretation meeting of any of the other IAABO boards in Connecticut as well as meetings held by out-of-state boards. (See the schedule below).

Board 35:
Board 6:
Board 7:
Board 9:
Board 8:

Tues. Oct. 16
Wed. Oct. 17
Thurs. Oct. 18
Thurs. Oct. 25
Tues. Oct 30

Board 31: Wed. Nov. 7
Board 84: Tues. Nov. 13

Other CT Boards’ Meeting Schedules
6:00pm Killingly High School
7:00pm South Windsor High School, Auditorium
7:00pm Fairview Farm Golf Course, 300 Hill Road, Harwinton
7:00pm Bunnell High School, Stratford
7:00pm St. Bernard's High School Auditorium, Uncasville
Out-of-StateBoards’ Meeting Schedules
7 PM
Basketball Hall of Fame, Springfield MA
7 PM
West Warwick HS, West Warwick RI

Member-to-Member Mart
Carpet Sales & Expert Installation
T.R. Carpet Service Tom Raucci, owner
(203) 494-1115.
$50 off any room of carpet
for Bd 10 members
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Update from the State
A Changing of the Guard at the CIAC
Congratulations are in order for our very
own Dan Scavone, who has been appointed by the CIAC as Assistant State
Tournament Director for Boys and Girls
Basketball. Dan is taking over from Tom
Murray who is retiring from that CIAC
position after many years of outstanding
service. Tom will, however, remain on the
CIAC basketball committee as a consultant.
[Editor’s note: We have more detail on Tom
Murray’s career below]. Dan’s primary focus and responsibility will
be to assign the officials for all state boys and girls basketball tournament games. Dan has long been active at the CIAC, serving on various committees and working closely with coaches and athletic directors throughout the State of Connecticut.
Joe Tonelli, Director of the CIAC Officials’ Association, is thrilled to have Dan on Board: "Tom Murray
did an outstanding job as the boys and girls assistant tournament director and assigner of officials for
many years, and Dan Scavone is the perfect person to assume this important role. As a current member
of the boys basketball committee, a former athletic director, a league administrator and a former outstanding high school basketball official, he brings a wealth of knowledge, experience and people skills
to the position. Dan has already met with Tom to gain many valuable insights about his new role and it
will be a seamless transition"
One organization’s gain is another organization’s loss. Dan has retired as a Board 10 official, due to his
state-level duties which, beyond assigning state tournament games, include serving as a member of Joe
Tonelli’s Officials Advisory Committee and working with officials in every sport and from every board
throughout Connecticut. It should also be noted that his CIAC position isn’t his only job. Dan continues
to work in the athletic department at Yale as coordinator of game operations for men’s and women’s
soccer and lacrosse and in football serving as visiting team liaison. He is also Commissioner of the CCC
(Central CT Conference). And, he continues to mentor new athletic directors as they assume their duties.
As a high school basketball official, Dan’s done about everything one can do,
including officiating several conference and state finals and receiving the
New Haven Tap-Off Club Official of the Year award. He is also past president of the Connecticut Association of Athletic Directors. It was a difficult
decision for Dan to retire from basketball officiating after 31 years and being
an integral part of Board 10 since the 1992-93 season. Dan leaves with no
regrets but with a lot of gratitude, saying: “I want to thank Board 10 for everything they’ve done for me. I’ve formed lifetime friendships with so many
people on Board 10. It’s been very enjoyable and rewarding.” If you miss
Dan, don’t worry. You’ll see him now and then as he travels the state, and
observes a lot of officials, including Board 10 members. (cont. on p. 4)
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Update from the State ... (cont. from p.3)

Other new faces at CIAC
Former Bunnell High School girls basketball coach and athletic director and current commissioner of
the SWC (Southwest Conference), Dave Johnson, has been appointed by the CIAC to the position of
girls basketball tournament director, succeeding Dave Maloney.
Pomperaug High School Principal Glen Lungarini has been selected as the
next Executive Director of the CAS (Connecticut Association of Schools)
and the CIAC. Lungarini comes to the organization after serving 19 years in
public education as a coach, teacher, department chair, athletic director, assistant principal and principal. He was chosen from among four finalists following a rigorous selection process which included two in-person interviews, a writing sample and a mock media interview. He succeeds Dr.
Karissa Neihoff who led the organization for the last eight years and will
assume the post of Executive Director of the National Federation of State
High School Associations on August 1st of this year.

Tom Murray: Thank you for your service
As noted earlier, Tom Murray is retiring as Assistant State Tournament Director for Boys and Girls Basketball and assigner of officials for the tournament – one of many positions and areas of involvement
he’s had with the CIAC. When the state tournament was dedicated to Tom, the write-up of his life and
career noted the following:
“Tom Murray has been a member of the CIAC
Cooperative Team Committee since 1994, the past
CIAC Baseball Tournament Officials Coordinator,
1994 and 1995; and the CIAC Eligibility Revision
Committee, 1989 to 1994. Tom’s significant contributions have remained in the sport of basketball.
He has been a loyal member of that committee
since 1979. During that time, Tom has assumed a
number of positions, including CHSCA representative and consultant. In addition, he was appointed as the Officials Coordinator in 2002 and
the Assistant Director of the CIAC Girls Basketball Tournament in 2003. The following organizations have recognized Tom for outstanding contributions: CHSCA Outstanding Coach, 1983; New
Haven Tap Off Club Coach of the Year, 1978; CHSCA Thomas Monahan Distinguished Service Award, 2000; and the IAABO #9 Distinguished Service Award, 2002. Tom was inducted
into the CHSCA Hall of Fame in 1998 and the Branford Hall of Fame in 1992.”
To which we say, “Happy Trails, Tom. We’ll miss you.”
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Member-to-Member Mart

THESE DOCTORS MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!

PRIVATE PARTIES
Anniversary
Birthday
Retirement
Holiday
Backyard Pool
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Board 10 Awards handed out
A hearty and belated “congratulations” to our award winners who were recognized at the annual Board
10 banquet on April 10th at “Seasons” – the former Country House Restaurant. Here are the recipients of
these coveted awards.
Sportsmanship Awards
John “Bud” Chernovetz Award for Varsity Boys Coach of the year:
Jim Economopoulos, Daniel Hand High School
Rudolph “Rudy” Canelli Award for Varsity Girls Coach of the Year:
Amanda Forcucci, Hamden High School
Anthony “Tony” Barbaro Award for Boys Sub-Varsity Coach of the Year:
Rich Monocchi, Lyman Hall High School
Henry “Hank” Luzzi Award for Girls Sub-Varsity Coach of the Year:
Nicholas Dottori, Amity High School
Pasquale “Babe” Amendola Award for Athletic Director of the Year:

Mike	
  Madden,	
  Sacred	
  Heart	
  High	
  School,	
  Waterbury

Board 10 Honorary Lifetime Membership Awards
(our most prestigious award)
Mike Papale – Retired Coach and contributor to the game of basketball
Jeff Smith – Longtime Board 10 Interpreter
and men’s and women’s Division 1 Official

Member-to-Member Mart
Vacation Home Rental

In Dennisport • 7/10 mile from the beach •
2 bedrooms • pullout living room couch
New kitchen • new bathroom • screened in porch • washerdryer • cable • internet access • picnic table • gas grill •
$900/week. Reduced prices on weekdays. Special low
rates for fall. Call Rich Altieri 203 248-4398 or 203 809-4318.
Find out more on line at:
www.capecodaltierihome.weebly.com
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Postseason Round-up
Here’s a quick overview of conference and state tournament finals action and crews.

SCC Conference Tournament
Boys Final
#3 Hamden 67, #4 Hillhouse 49
Crew: Mike Blake, Jose DosSantos, Dan Scavone
Girls Final
#1 Mercy 64, #2 East Haven 40
Crew: Jason Crockett, Billy DeMatteo, Steve Wodarski
	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


	


Photo by Bill O’Brien	


NVL Conference Tournament

Boys Final
Sacred Heart 52, Holy Cross 50
Crew: Brad Chernovetz, Darryl Lovett, Dave
Scasino
Photos courtesy of The Zone
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Girls Final
Sacred Heart 44, Naugatuck 37
Crew: Al Carfora, Don Tinker, Steve Kirck II
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STATE TOURNAMENT FINALS

Boys DIII Final
#2 Waterford 90, #9 Avon 67
Crew, including Alternate: Brad
Chernovetz, Mike Blake, Steve Kirck II,
Ray Vanacore

Girls Class L Final
#1 RHAM 59, #3 Farmington 39
Crew, including Alternate: Al Carfora, Ric
Raffone Jr., Judy Ruthko, John Basso

Photos courtesy of MaxPreps

Game fees for 2018-19
Once again, our game fees for officiating have increased – modestly but an increase nevertheless.
Here are the new fees for the upcoming season:
Varsity: 	

$97.17 (up from $95.90 last season)
Sub-varsity: $63.05 (up from $62.22 last season).
Though we don’t do it just for the money, officiating basketball has been a lucrative avocation for
many of us. $97+ for one varsity game and $126+ for a freshman/JV doubleheader is a nice piece of
change. Plus, basketball officials are among the highest paid sports officials in Connecticut, trailing
only ice hockey. Furthermore, Connecticut high school sports officials are among the top five highest
paid in the country. Not bad!

!
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Commissioner’s Preseason Checklist
Buddy emailed everyone, via Arbiter, on what you need to do so that he can assign games for the 2018-19 season. For those of you who may have missed – or
forgotten – that email, here are the essentials, plus a few extra reminders:
•	

 If you didn’t work last year, Buddy assumes you won’t want to work
this season and you won’t receive a schedule. If however you do wish
to work, be sure to notify Buddy ASAP.
•	

 Go on Arbiter and BLOCK all dates on which you cannot accept an
assignment. You must get your blocks in by October 1st. If you do not
block a date, Buddy will assume that you are available. If you turn
back a game on an unblocked date – unless there is some sort of emergency – you may be fined.
•	

 Make sure that your cell phone number listed in Arbiter is correct. Go
on to your Arbiter Profile Page and, if your number has changed,
change it on that page. Also – be sure your cell phone mailbox is not full so that you
can receive voice mail messages from Buddy about assignment changes.
•	

 Make sure you have your photo on your Arbiter page. Your photo is how partners,
coaches and A.D.’s can recognize you at the game site. If you don’t have a photo on
Arbiter and don't know how to upload a photo, contact Ken Devoe at
kendevoe@comcast.net and he will assist you. Finally, make sure your photo is at
least a medium close up or head & shoulders photo so that your face is recognizable.
If it isn’t, change the photo accordingly.

Member-to-Member Mart
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Editor’s note: Here is a clarification from IAABO about the rule change noted above with the
following link to a video of a sample play: https://iaabo.org/BackCourt/index.html
The intent of the video is to clarify a prior interpretation from the NFHS with regard to a play
situation that the NFHS had previously interpreted to be a backcourt violation. Very little will
change from the perspective of NFHS-governed players, coaches or officials as this situation
happens so infrequently that many officials will most likely never see this situation during
their officiating careers. It is so infrequent that we couldn’t find a single game situation play
to illustrate the scenario and had to stage a play to illustrate the scenario.
Clarification: If Team A has team control in its frontcourt and the ball is batted, tapped,
tipped, or deflected INTO THE AIR by a Team B player and BEFORE THE BALL HITS
THE FLOOR, touches, is touched by, caught, or otherwise controlled by a Team A player
WHO IS STANDING IN TEAM A’S BACKCOURT OR OTHERWISE HAS BACKCOURT
STATUS, Team A has NOT committed a backcourt violation. There is no rule change with regard to backcourt violations.
In a prior year’s (2017-18) NFHS Basketball Rules Interpretations, this was to be ruled a
backcourt violation by Team A. The new interpretation clarifies that this is not a backcourt
violation.
[See IAABO Inside the Lines, Volume 30].

!
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Special Olympics Connecticut Needs You

Two of the season’s major Special Olympics Connecticut basketball tournaments take place in October
and November. We need as many of you as possible to donate your time and services to officiate at the
following events:
	

Saturday, October 20th at the Floyd Little Athletic Center in New Haven
	

Saturday, November 17th at Quinnipiac University in Hamden
Both tournaments run 8 AM to 5 PM and we have to cover 5 courts all day at each site. That’s a lot of
officials, so please make yourself available even if only for a couple of hours. If you can and will volunteer to officiate, please email Jason Crocket at jasoncrockett49@gmail.com. Jason has graciously volunteered to take over assigning volunteer officials for these Special Olympics. Our thanks to Cheryl for
doing the assigning for the last several years -- a herculean task to say the least.

Member-to-Member Mart
MUSIC FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Weddings, graduation parties, anniversaries, Bar
Mitzvahs. If you have a special occasion coming
up, let DJ David Daniels III provide the tunes and
entertainment. David offers a wide range of music to suit all tastes and moods. PLUS, he’ll
even serve as your photographer.
Call: 203 258-0134. Party on!
!
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Ideal Protein ranked the

#1 DIET OF

2015
BY DIETSINREVIEW.COM

Take control of your weight and experience why Ideal Protein was named the
most popular diet of 2015.

Book your consultation today!

MEDICALLY DESIGNED WEIGHT LOSS

Stony Creek Internal Medicine and Wellness

Lose 2-7 pounds a week AND learn how to keep it off.
Call for a free consultation: 203-488-2100
www.stonycreekim.com john.ip@stonycreekim.com
!
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https://www.cthshockey.org/

Luke Devoe, creator and lead writer

SUMMER BASKETBALL CAMP
SLAMMA-JAMMA FUN!
For Kids Grades K-3 and 4-9
Sessions include:
9am-noon or 9am–3pm
Check the website for the
latest updates on locations

For camp locations, dates and registration forms
go to www.slamma-jamma.com

Free Shirt and Free Ball for Every Camper.
For 36 years Slamma-Jamma Basketball Camp has inspired young
athletes throughout the state of CT by teaching the fundamentals of the game,
with personalized instruction, teamwork, sportsmanship and FUN!

Art Leary
203-676-1314
CoachLeary@Slamma-Jamma.com
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Al Carfora
203-627-8399
CoachCarfora@Slamma-Jamma.com
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NEWS & NOTES
Ray Vanacore assumes new duties with IAABO
IAABO Executive Director Tom Lopes asked Ray Vanacore to become the new assistant to the Chair
of the IAABO Life Membership Committee. Ray was surprised –
happily – by the request and eagerly accepted. The Life Membership
is one of the most – if not THE most – prestigious award IAABO confers upon anyone, and only five members are eligible for selection
each year. Ray is one of seven voters for the award. He and his fellow
committee members presented their recommendations at the Fall
IAABO meeting. The awards will be given out in the spring. Additionally, Ray was one of the presenters at the Fall meeting. Tom Lopes
had seen a presentation Ray made at the IAABO referee camp at
Brandeis University earlier in the year and asked him to present it at
the Fall meeting, which he did with great success.
Highsmith honored by the New England
Minority Supplier Development Council
As reported in the New Haven Independent in
their September 19th issue, Carl Highsmith will
be the first inductee of the Greater New England
Minority Supplier
Development
Council Hall of
Fame. In 1983
Carl founded the
Specialized Packaging Group
(SPG), a formerly
New Havenbased package
design and package engineering
firm.
His company became one of the largest manufacturers of paperboard packaging in North America, with clients
that included Johnson & Johnson, Procter &
Gamble, Colgate, Clorox, SC Johnson, and Unilever. The company was recognized as the largest
minority-owned firm in the state in 2009 with
annual revenues of $180 million, according to
the release. Highsmith retired in 2010 after SPG
!
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merged with PaperWorks Industries. Carl went
on to be a major funder of the Connecticut Center for Arts & Technology (ConnCAT) and has
served as its board chair since 2012. He is also
vice-chair of the board of trustees of Quinnipiac
University, a member of the Yale-New Haven
Hospital System board of trustees, and a member
of the Community Foundation for Greater New
Haven Board of Trustees. “I’m pleased to accept
this recognition from GNEMSDC,” Carl said in
the release. “I share their commitment to encouraging and recognizing excellence, perseverance,
and inclusive economic opportunity for all.”
The Greater New England council is an affiliate
of the National Minority Supplier Development
Council. It serves the six New England states and
is one of 24 regional councils throughout the
United States and its territories.

AAU salutes Board 10 officials
AAU leader and Board 10 official Ed Bruce reports that on June 4th the Connecticut AAU
Girl's basketball committee held its annual
awards banquet during which a number of seniors are recognized for their athletic and academic achievements and (cont. on p. 16)

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN
News & Notes ... (cont. from p.15)
presented with scholarship checks made payable
to their chosen college. At that same event, AAU
presented their "Good Call" award for demonstrating a positive attitude and sense of fair play
to Board 10 officials: Jim Powers and Ralph
Zingarella. Past winners include Jeff Smith,
Dave Grossman, Steve Wodarski, Dave Scasino, Tom Michalczyk, and Anthony and Michael Gambardella.

Elsewhere in the Wide World of Sports
Charlie Lee is now the Commissioner of Board
35. Charlie told us: “I want to thank all the members of New Haven Board 10 for being such
great friends and
sharing in many
good times. My time
on Board 10 will
never be forgotten.
It is my opinion that
you have the finest
Board in the state.
As a new commissioner, I will attempt
to model what you
have put in place.”
As you may or may
not know, Charlie had hip replacement surgery
on July 10th and says that his recovery has gone
well. All the best, Charlie.
Our colleague Jay
Pompano has been
promoted to the
CBUAO (Collegiate
Baseball Umpires Assigning Organization)
NCAA division II/III
levels. He also umpired a first round
CIAC playoff game, as
a member of the Middletown board.

!
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Kevin Gregory isn’t just competitive. He’s a
Competitive Obstacle Course Racer. In August
he went out to race at the North American Spartan Race Championship in West Virginia and finished 40th in the Championship Beast Event.
Considering
the rigors of
this competition, that’s
quite a feat.
Kevin will be
competing in
the Ultra World
Championships
in Iceland this
December and
will be racing
through a
roughly 10 mile obstacle course for over 24
hours. So if you think working a Freshman/JV
basketball doubleheader is tiring, step back and
consider the endurance of someone like Kevin.

A golf rarity
On August, 12th, Rich Schultz made a hole-inone on the
par-3 18th
hole at the
Hawks Landing Country
Club in
Southington.
Rich has
been playing
golf for 40
years and
this was his
first and only
(so far) ace.
He was playing in the Hawks Landing Men’s
Morning event. In case you’d like to do what
Rich did, he says that he used a Callaway Diablo
ball and an Adams Tight Lies Hybrid 5 25 degree
club. (continued on p. 17)

IAABO BOARD 10 NEW HAVEN
News & Notes ... (cont. from p.16)

Success on the Diamond
Board 10’s Ray Guarino coached his Hamden
American Legion baseball team to the Zone II
Championship, posting a Zone
record of
17-4 and
overall record of 196. In the
first game
of the state
tournament,
Hamden
came from
behind to
defeat Bethel 7-4, but dropped their second game
to Southington 8-5, forcing them into a loser’s
bracket matchup with Trumbull, who defeated
Hamden 7-2. Ray said his players were physically and emotionally drained after the loss to
Southington but they still had a great season
overall. Meanwhile, Ken Devoe’s son Lucas
coached the Hamden Junior Legion team to a
Zone II championship with a record of 17-4 in
the Zone and 21-5 overall. It is the Hamden Juniors’ first-ever outright championship. (They
shared
the title
with
Branford in
2015).
This is
the first
time that
both the
Junior
and Senior
Hamden
Legion teams won Zone championships in the
same season. Luke’s Junior team played deep
!
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into the state tournament and got within one pitch
of going to the State Finals for the first time ever.
In their semifinal game vs. Stamford, Hamden
came back from an 8-4 deficit with 4 runs in the
top of the 7th to tie the game – only to lose in the
bottom of the 7th on a bases loaded hit batter.
Still a great season for Hamden.

Dow family hockey exploits
Rich Dow reports that his
nephew, Mackie Samiskevich, a junior at Sandy
Hook in Newtown, played
with the USA 17U hockey
team at age 15 and scored
a goal and two assists at
the Five Nations Tournament in August.
He has committed to study
at and play for the University of Michigan and will
enroll in 2020.

His twin sister Maddy (pictured at left) made the
USA 16U world team and will attend Quinnipiac
on a full scholarship. Not to be outdone, their 20
year old sister Melissa (pictured at right) is a
senior at QU and will play for the USA 22U
hockey team.
Talk about a family hockey hat trick!
(continued on p. 18)
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News & Notes ... (cont. from p.17)

Bowling for Charitable Dollars

Board 10 held its annual Bowling Fundraiser on
April 28th at the Bowlero Bowling Lanes in Milford. Over 25 Board 10 members attended. Including families and friends, the total attendance
was 75 people. The event raised $2,500 from
tickets, raffles and donations. Proceeds will go to
assist officials and families who may be in difficult personal, medical or financial situations.
Everyone had a great time. The Bowlero Lanes
took great care of the folks by donating all the
pizza, soda and ice tea they wanted and earmarked half the facilities’ lanes just for this
event’s participants. Thanks to all who attended
and donated.

“Fore” a good cause once again
The 7th Annual Chern Memorial Golf Outing was
held on June 16th at the Mohegan Sun Golf
Course. 103
golfers participated –
including
over 25
members of
Board 10.
The event
raised over
$8,000 in
memory of
the late Doug Chernovetz. The money goes to a
scholarship fund at the Wilmington Middle

OCTOBER 2018
School where Doug taught. Many thanks to all
who played and donated.

An outpouring of support
When Lou Matteo and Tom Morgillo worked
the O’Brien Tech boys basketball game on their
senior night, they learned that the captain of the
team had been diagnosed with cancer and was
unable to play. Lou reached out to Ralph Zingarella to see if he could arrange a donation to
the boy’s family from New Haven Football Officials Charities. Ralph contacted O’Brien Tech
A.D. Craig Behun and told him how Board 10
and the NFHOA raise money for situations just
like this. Behun was surprised – happily. He said
he’d never heard of anything like that from an
officials’ organization. Ralph convinced the
NFHOA to approve a donation of $1,000 for the
player and his family. Behun asked Ralph to attend the school’s senior dinner and present the
check, but Ralph declined, opting not to steal the
spotlight. The check was mailed to Behun who
did make the presentation that night. He opened
with these remarks: “I am now going to tell you a
story that I hope will change your opinions of
officials." He later told Ralph that, after that
presentation, there wasn’t a dry eye in the house.
The NFHOA received a beautiful thank-you note
from the student and his family. Hopefully more
schools, parents, teachers, players and coaches
will recognize us for what and who we are –
people who care about the game and especially
the players.

All in the Family
Congratulations go out to the
O’Keefe family. Chris and
Karissa O’Keefe welcomed
their newborn son Ryan Anthony O’Keefe into the world
on April 23rd. Ryan weighed in
at a robust 8lbs 1oz. Mother
and baby are as healthy as can
be, and papa Chris is learning
rapidly that sleep is overrated.
(continued on p. 19)
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News & Notes ... (cont. from p.18)

Academic & professional accomplishments

Crockett celebrations

Board 10’s Molly Ronan graduated from Connecticut State University with a
Bachelor's degree in
political science
with Minors in
Management and
Justice & Law Administration. This
fall, Molly entered
a dual program at
the University of
New Haven, going
for a Master’s of
Business Administration and a Master’s of Public
Administration.
Meanwhile, Gina Amato reports that she is a
Registered Nurse and recently passed her Boards
and took a new position at the Bridgeport Hospital Burn Unit-- not an easy task for any medical
professional, but Gina is more than up for the
challenge.

It’s been a happy offseason for Jason Crockett.
In June 8th, he married the
lovely Winter DeFeo.
Winter is a nurse at Yale
New Haven Hospital,
working in the Cardiac
ICU unit. It should be
noted that Winter had the
final say over what photo
or photos we’d use in this
newsletter. Jason is
quickly learning the value
of saying “Yes, dear”
whenever possible.

More good news for Jay. He was inducted into
the Albertus Magnus College Hall of Fame on
September 16th. He scored 1,300 career points
and grabbed
1,000 rebounds during his career at Albertus. In
1997, Jason
averaged 19
points and
13 rebounds
per game
and was
named the
GNAC
Player of the
Year. Good to see that in Jason’s case, height was
not wasted on the tall. Jason was introduced to
the HOF by his former coach – and now Board
10 Honorary Lifetime member – Mike Papale.

An Adventurous Outing
Not one to take it easy in
retirement, Ralph Zingarella went on an adventure trip to Yellowstone National Park earlier in September. He and
his fellow adventurers
slept in tents and hiked
over 25 miles in four of
the six days they were
there. As Ralph put it, “It
was a surreal experience
being out in the woods at
night not knowing who or
what might visit us!!” Ralph and his party returned safely, so they must not have encountered
any grizzlies or other dangerous wildlife.

If you have a personal, professional, or family accomplishment you would like to share,
click on: News & Notes
!
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A medical emergency can happen anywhere, even in a
hospital. Should it happen in an environment of medical
professionals, can they handle it? What if it happens in a
non-clinical area? Do you know proper procedure? If not,
learn First Aid and CPR. We offer courses in American
Heart Association(AHA) Heartsaver CPR/AED/First Aid, BLS Healthcare Provider, Family and Friends CPR
and First Aid, Bloodborne Pathogen, CT State EMT and EMT Refresher Programs, CT EMT Practical and
other courses as well. Classes available at your site or at our new location: 57 Ozick Drive Unit G Durham
Ct 06422. Phone Lou Brockett: Office (860) 788-3953. Cell (203) 213-7775, Fax (860) 788-3953. Or visit:
www.asecondchancecpr.com

Notre Dame High School of West Haven is accepting applications for
next year's freshmen class of 2023.Transfer students are also
welcome. We hope you will tell someone you know who has a male
adolescent in grades 7 or 8 about Notre Dame and learn what almost
twenty Board 10 members already know -- namely that ND is a great
place to spend your high school years. For more information,
visit http://www.notredamehs.com/admissions or contact Admissions
Director Mr. Lino Izzo '00 at admissions@notredamehs.com or
203-933-1673. You can also visit Notre Dame's online home to view
games and other school events at www.gogreenknights.com.

Michael J. Luzzi, Attorney at Law
For the finest legal service and representation for
Auto Accidents, DWI, Real Estate, Bankruptcy,
Criminal Cases, and Personal Injuries
1172 Townshend Avenue, New Haven
Office: 203 404-5155 Cell: 203 675-9049 Fax: 203 886-1047
Email: michael@luzzilaw.com
Connecticut State Directory is now digital
No more paper booklet. The State Directory will come to you via email as a PDF file which you can store
on your computer, laptop, smart phone or other mobile device. That way, the digital Directory will always
be with you. You don’t have to worry about forgetting to pack a booklet in your equipment bag or to put it
where you can find it in the car or at home. Also, the digital directory can be updated at any time. If you
have a change in your address or phone number, please email the change to Hank at hluzzi@comcast.net
or to Ken Devoe, who compiles and edits the Directory, at kendevoe@comcast.net. The change will be
made immediately, so the Directory will always be up to date.

!
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President’s Message: “Welcome back”
-- Jonathan

Taft

I'm pleased to welcome all of you to another exciting and fun-filled season of high
school basketball. In particular I would like
to welcome all our new candidates. I hope
your training goes well and that you will be
in position to get some game experience as soon as possible and start what
will be a long and fruitful career as a Board 10 official. I hope all of you did
all you could to prepare during the offseason from the standpoint of conditioning and maybe doing some officiating at AAU tournaments and various
other spring and summer basketball events. If not, at least I hope you got a
good break and cleared your head and rested your body for the upcoming
season. This is my second and final year as Board 10 President. It's been an
honor. I hope to continue what we started during my first year in office to
help us as an organization provide the best possible service to our "customers" -- the schools whose games we officiate and the participants in those games. There's always plenty
of room for improvement, so I encourage you to keep working on your game from preseason scrimmages right down to the final buzzer of your final game -- wherever and whenever that may be. We've
said for a long time that Board 10 is the best board in the State. But, we have to prove it every year. We
have to work at it and take nothing for granted. To help you along the way, we plan to bring you a full
slate of informative meetings throughout the year and, through our Observers Joe and Tom, Buddy, Better Officiating Committee members and other veteran officials, provide you with some guidance, constructive criticism and encouragement to do and be your best. So, welcome to the 2018-19 season. May
it be a terrific season for you.

Member-to-Member Mart
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Commissioner’s Commentary: “This is a test. Failure is
not an option.” -- John “Bud” Chernovetz
The following is a test of your level of commitment to quality officiating.
I want you to answer each question honestly. Here goes:

For EVERY game you work (“EVERY” means every level -- middle school,
Freshman, JV, Varsity, youth league, travel league, and rec league), indicate
“Yes” or “No” for each the following:
I switch on all fouls
I provide maximum effort
I work the arc
I hustle to the reporting area after calling a foul
I always go to the correct throw-in spot to put the ball in play
I always work to get a good angle on every call
I always have a pre-game conference with my partner
I call my partner two days prior to every game
I always plan adequate time to get to my games
I raise my arm on every call (foul, violation, held ball, time out)
I read and review the rule book every year

____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

WARNING: I’m grading on a very steep curve. Only if you truthfully were able to say “Yes” to EVERY
item, then you passed with an “A.” If you truthfully answered “No” to any of these items, then you
failed – not just the test, but the game of basketball, the participants in those games, and Board 10.
We as a group are failing our responsibilities as officials by not giving the schools, leagues, players,
coaches, and parents our “A” game every single time. In my time as Commissioner, I’ve attended and
observed hundreds, if not thousands, of games and have seen too many of you not bring your “A” game.
I’ve come to the conclusion that your level of commitment to bringing your “A” game seems to depend
on the level of the game you’re working and the perceived (by you) “importance” of that game.
Why? Is it money? If you’re getting $35 a game for a travel league game, do you only put out a $35 effort, vs. a $99 effort for a varsity game? Or, do you work harder at a varsity game than at a youth league
game because you think the varsity game is more important? Do you work harder if Joe Kepics, Tom
Raucci or I am in the gym observing you than you do when we’re not there? Well, even if we’re not
there observing, someone is always watching you, and they will form an opinion of you as an official.
The late Dr. Joyce Brothers (if you’re not my age or older, you may have to Google her) once said that
people form an opinion about someone after the first thirty seconds. It’s true.
I’m angry and frustrated at what I have seen. I have two grand-kids playing youth and travel games and
the officiating there has been atrocious. I’ve watched Board 10 officials look and act as if they don’t
want to be there except to get paid. This lackadaisical effort isn’t limited to youth and travel leagues. I
see it at every level from middle school to varsity. You’re not hustling. You’re not putting out your best
effort. Some of you aren’t even dressing properly. Even at a non-high school game, (cont. on p. 25)
!
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Commissioner’s Commentary ... (cont. from p.24)
you should still wear black slacks (or shorts in warm weather offseason games), black shoes, and black
socks. Some of you are wearing sweat pants and white sneakers. It’s ugly. What’s more, I’m very concerned that these bad habits will carry over into the new high school season. We simply can’t have that.
To quote Peter Finch’s character, Howard Beale, from the classic movie Network: “I’m as mad as hell,
and I’m not going to take this anymore!” I’m going to bring this up at our first couple of meetings. I’m
going to distribute a copy of this editorial to each and every one of you. And I promise that if I see any
of you not giving 100% at any time, there will be consequences. And don’t give me the excuse that “I’m
doing four games, so I have to pace myself.” If you can’t give your best effort for all four games, don’t
accept those games. When I officiated, I avoided doing youth, travel and rec games because I didn’t
think I could work that many games at a time with maximum effort, and it wouldn’t be fair to anyone if I
tried. By the way, for those of you who schedule youth, travel, AAU and other leagues and tournaments,
I know it’s more convenient to hire crews to do 4 games at a time, but are you putting the best officiating
product on the floor when you do? I doubt it.
There are words for officials who don’t give their best effort on every game – many of which are unprintable. But there’s one word for officials who do in fact bring their “A” game every time. That word
is: “Professional.” Yankees legend Joe DiMaggio wasn’t legendary just because of his superior talent
and exploits on the field, but because of the effort he gave at every game in which he played. Someone
once asked Joe why he played so hard all the time. He replied: “Because there is always some kid who
may be seeing me for the first or last time. I owe him my best.” Imagine that. Arguably the best player
on perhaps the best team in MLB history said “I owe him my best.”
I’ll give you another example of being a professional. It’s not from sports, but from show biz – specifically, Broadway. If you’ve ever gone to a Broadway show, you know what I mean. Those performers
typically do 8 shows a week, including matinee and evening “double headers” on the weekends. They
often perform the same show months, even years at a time. But they never take one performance off in
terms of effort. Why? Because they know that the people in the audience may be seeing them and their
show for perhaps the one and only time in their lives. The performers -- from headliner stars to ensemble
players – believe they owe it to every audience to give them their “A” game – every time. And, they do.
Doesn't every game deserve your best effort? Shouldn’t you take pride in what you do? Do you want to
remembered after each game as an official who gave your best effort, or as someone who was just going
through the motions for a paycheck?
A long time ago, the great Frank “Porky” Vieira said: “The game is bigger than you are. It deserves
your best. Don't cheat the game.” He was right then, and he’s still right today.

Member-to-Member Mart
The David Daniels III Consulting Group
Workshops, seminars, training, motivational talks in the fields of
law enforcement, security, financial planning, art and music. For
more information, call 203 258-0134, email DAVIDDANIELSIII@ME.COM
or visit : http://dd3consultinggroup.com
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THE DOCTOR IS IN
Board 10’s Dr. Dan Davis discusses injury
prevention and treatment, as well as general health
and fitness, to help keep you on the court.

“Dr. Dan’s Greatest Hits”
Classic season prep advice
Editor’s note: Dr. Dan has written extensively on physical fitness, conditioning, diet and other means of preparing yourself for a new season of officiating. So we searched his past columns for some of the gems. Here they are.

Pre-season Conditioning
In a typical game, an official will run the equivalent of 2.7 to 3 miles. The running isn’t constant,
but it is running nevertheless, and sometimes you
will have to sprint as well as run during a game.
If you are covering the floor the way you’re supposed to, you get a very good workout. Your
heart rate increases, which is
a good thing. Exercising all
muscles is good for you, and
the most important muscle
in your body is the heart.
However, you have to prepare your body for this type
of exertion. Conditioning is
key to having an injury-free
season. Consider that normal running puts about 4
times your body weight of
force on your feet and lower
leg muscles and tendons. If
you have to stop and turn on
a dime and continue running, that force goes up to 8
times your body weight. If you have, for example, refereed fall and spring sports, there’s a good
chance you have kept in shape. Soccer officials
tend to do very well in this regard. In a typical
game, they run up and down the field for 80 minutes, including some sprinting, which is twice the
running for a typical basketball game. That’s all
to the good. However, there could be a 3 to 4
week gap between the end of the fall sports sea!
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son and the beginning of the high school basketball season. Don’t assume you’ll be in shape for
the basketball season because you worked soccer
or other sports in the fall. If you do little or no
exercise and running between the seasons, you
will lose much of the conditioning you gained
during the fall sports season. Consider that it
takes your muscles
about 3 weeks to
get to the desired
flexibility – normally 10 degrees of
flex -- if your muscles are tight, which
they will be if you
have not been jogging, running,
working out or officiating games.
Diet
If you want to increase both your
length of life and
quality of life, then
you need to lead a healthy lifestyle. Exercise and
watch what you eat. Eat foods low in saturated
fats and eliminate trans fats altogether. And remember that if your cholesterol levels are too
high, you won't notice any symptoms. You may
feel fine, but don't be fooled by that. Have your
cholesterol tested as part of a regular annual
physical exam. (continued on p. 27)
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The Doctor is In ... (cont. from p. 26)
You cannot be as healthy as you need to be – and
you certainly can’t be as mobile as you need to
be as a sports official – if you’re carrying extra
weight. Excess weight is the enemy of good
health and conditioning. It all starts with eating
smarter. For example, in the morning for breakfast, avoid eating bagels and cream cheese. Stick
to whole grain cereals, for starters, and stay away
from processed cereals.
If you reduce calories, you lose weight. It’s that
simple. The hard part is to cut calories without
going hungry. One step is to cut down on snacking. A lot of so-called snacks are not good for
you nutritionally. Bread is another issue. If you
must have bread, then stick to 100% whole grain
bread. Key words: whole grain. Remember that
exercise burns calories. So, go for a walk every
day. Start to jog and, if you get tired initially,
“wog” (a cross between a walk and a jog.)
Heel pain

Heel pain is definitely one of the most common
problems I see with patients, especially officials.
Achilles pain is the second most common. We’re
usually talking about plantar fasciitis. Plantar
fasciitis is inflammation of the plantar fascia –
the fibrous tissue that connects to the heel bone
and runs along the entire length of the bottom of
your foot toward the toes. The classic symptom
is that you get out of bed in the morning and you
can barely make it to the bathroom because your
heel hurts so much. Then, during the day, the
pain eases, but when you are at rest later, the pain
returns. If you’re on the court and moving
around you might feel okay, but after the game,
you shower, get home and rest and the pain can
come back and be excruciating. Think of the
plantar fascia tissue as your foot’s shock absorber. When you walk, each step you take puts
a lot of force on your feet. When you run, that
force increases, even more so when you’re not
only running, but often stopping on a dime,
changing direction and running the other way on
the court. The arch in your foot has to be able to
handle that amount of stress. If it can’t, you have
a potential injury problem. If you’re overweight,
!
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you are putting way too much force on your feet
and arches. The good news is that plantar fasciitis
is treatable and there is a very good chance you
can keep officiating if you get proper treatment,
with little or no interruption in your schedule.
Treatment varies depending on the nature and
severity of the injury. One option is an injection
of medication. I advise staying away from any
long-lasting steroid and instead going with something that will be in and out of your system in 24
hours. Another option is to take an oral antiinflammatory, preferably the kind that lasts 12 to
24 hours with a single dose. Another approach
which has proven very helpful is to get your foot
properly taped. There is a taping technique that
provides excellent support and in effect does for
you what your fascia would normally do while
allowing the fascia to heal.
Minimizing Lower Leg Pain
In addition to the general aspects of health and
conditioning, such as a healthy diet, pre-game
stretching, keeping from becoming overweight,
hydrating and so forth, I highly recommend that
you consider wearing compression socks. They
provide for compression of muscles and blood
vessels to prevent build up of fluid and lactic acid
that causes your legs to feel sore and heavy. Your
muscles will still contract and expand as you run
and jog, but compression socks help squeeze out
and push the metabolites (substances produced
during metabolism) such as lactic acid back toward the heart and the liver which detoxifies it
and makes you feel better as a result. And by the
way, don’t just wear compression socks when
officiating, but put a pair on first thing in the
morning, when your feet are the smallest they are
going to be all day, especially if you have a job
that keeps you on your feet. I wear them on days
when I know I’m going to be in surgery.
Why You Should Have an Annual Physical Exam

You want to make sure that something has not
changed from what is normal and healthy. You
may feel fine, but there are some problems that
your body will not pick up. High blood pressure
for example. A headache is a common symptom
of high blood pressure, (continued on p. 28)
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but you can have blood pressure problems and
not have any symptoms. High blood pressure
can lead to stroke or death. It's why they call it
"the silent killer. You can become afflicted with
high blood pressure at any age, even as early as
your teens. So you need to have it checked regularly. Other serious ailments can develop over
time, such as prostate cancer, kidney problems
and diabetes. Again, you may feel healthy when
in fact you're not. So that's a major reason to get
an annual check-up. Include an EKG (electrocardiogram) to ensure that your heart is functioning
properly. An EKG is like a roadmap to your
heart and is very reliable. For men age 40 and
older, definitely get a prostate screening. The
doctor can feel whether your prostate is enlarged.
And a PSA test can indicate how your prostate is
functioning. Even though the accuracy of PSA
tests has come into question in the medical community, it is still a valid and important test and
perhaps could save your life. For women, I think
an annual mammogram from age 40 on is imperative. Don't take your body for granted. Help
it out. As officials, we do a lot of physical exertion on the court. A lot of running. It's easy to be
lulled into thinking that because you can run
well, you're completely healthy. That's not an assumption you should make. A physical exam is
like a tune-up for your body. You need to have
one every year.
Overall health and fitness
Maintaining physical fitness all year long is critical for your overall health and your ability to officiate a basketball game. Running can be a big
contributor to fitness, but not the only one. When
the basketball season ends, if you do nothing to
stay in shape until the next season gets underway,
that is a long time to go without physical conditioning. Whatever your activity of choice – running, jogging, walking, swimming – try to engage in that activity all year long. It’s not hard to
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do and it doesn’t take a lot of your time to do the
kind of physical exercise that can keep you
healthy and fit. I know that most if not all of us
are pressed for time. We’re busy with work and
family and all kinds of other activities. But make
time for getting and staying in shape. It’s well
worth it.
Proper Wall Stretching Exercises
1. For full benefit, do these exercises with
your shoes off.
2. Place your feet the length of one of your
feet away from the wall (or door jam).
3. Point both toes in, toward each other.
4. Bring your pelvis into the wall (or door
jam).
5. Keep your knees locked.
6. You MUST keep your heels on the
ground.
7. Hold the stretch for 15 seconds, then
relax for 5 to 10 seconds. This should
be repeated 10 times. Holding the
stretch for much longer than 15 seconds
oﬀers no additional benefit, and may in
fact hurt you. Ideally, these exercises
should be done at least once a day, and
try and do more than one set on the day
of a game, if possible.
8. If your calf muscles hurt when doing
this stretch, then you should move in
closer to the wall (or door jam) in oneinch increments. If you do not feel a
stretch on the calf muscle or after you
have performed the exercises consistently you feel less of a stretch, then
you can move your feet away from the
wall in one-inch increments.

Got a health and fitness question for Dr. Dan? Email it by clicking here: Ask Doctor Dan
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Board 10 Knowledge Bank
Board 10 officials share their knowledge and
experience with tips to clip and news you can use

A rise in abuse of officials
and what to do about it
By Steve Kirck II
We’ve all been there. Small gym. Not a big crowd. One loud parent. What do you do? More
importantly, what don’t you do! Sportsmanship has seemed to take a turn for the worse in recent years, especially in the realm of youth sports, where the parents are more likely to be
closer to their playing days. In this day and age where more officials are needed and there are
more reasons than ever to NOT get involved, it’s how we – as officials – handle certain situations that makes the most impact in certain unfortunate circumstances. I found an article in the
Central Oregon Bulletin, written by Ryan Clark entitled: “Officials deserve our respect, not
vitriol” that contains some very relevant points relating to the poor conduct we encounter at
the games we officiate. Here are a few of those points from the article:
• Officiating is a hard job. It was hard for the minimally trained college students reffing intramurals, and
it is even harder for the veteran officials at high school games. There is a shortage of officials ... and a
lack of sportsmanship by players, coaches and parents does not help.
• Every official I’ve spoken with cites sportsmanship as one of the reasons why many officials leave the
job and why it is so hard to recruit new officials. Nobody wants to be yelled at for two hours or more
when they are just trying to do their job.
• Basketball is a particularly confrontational environment for officials. The court serves as an intimate
venue for a sometimes individualistic sport, and that breeds conflict. One missed call — or a call that
someone disagrees with — and a crowd can erupt in jeers that they know will be heard by the official.
It is not hard for players or coaches to get in an official’s face or make their voices heard.
• Sports are an emotional thing — especially for competitive athletes and parents who want to see their
children succeed. A lot of time and money is invested in youth and high school sports if you are a parent, so who the hell is this referee to try to interfere with that?
• The challenge for parents — and this goes for young athletes and their coaches, too — is to play by the
Golden Rule: treat others how one wants to be treated. Sportsmanship does not start and end with
shaking hands with the other team after the game. It is a consistent standard to hold oneself to in all
facets of athletic competition. This includes respecting officials, even if one disagrees with them.
• A referee is seldom the reason why a team loses a game or why an athlete had a bad performance. To
posit otherwise is to ignore 95 percent of the game and season, when one is not thinking about the officials. If something goes wrong, blaming the officials is an easy cop-out, but it is a bad precedent to
set among teammates, between coaches and players, and between parents and their children.
• Next time you are on the field or in the stands, and you feel this burning desire to let the ref have it, put
yourself in his or her shoes. And while you are at it, thank that official after the game. Sportsmanship
can go a long way. (continued on p. 31)
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Knowledge Bank ... (cont. from p. 30)
This article is one small step in turning the tide. Hopefully there will be more like it as the message is
poignant. Of course, we aren’t the ones who need to read it and likely the people who should read it and
take stock of their own actions are less likely to. Bottom line, only we know how hard our job is. My
father taught me when I was carving a niche in this officiating world, whenever you blow the whistle,
half the gym thinks you got the call wrong. The other half thinks you got lucky. Take pride in your professionalism. At the end of the game, that’s all we have. Try your best. Get in the right position. Call
what you see and be professional at all times. Don’t let your actions become the story. And never ever
engage with fans. Bite your tongue. If you must, sidle up to game management and calmly and collectively mention a potential problem brewing. Don’t point out the fan(s). Let the administrators handle the
situation. That’s their job. We know when we get in the car to drive to our game what we are getting
into. If you are like me, you can’t wait to get to the gym. Let’s NOT let the few fans who act in a boorish
way take our fun out of what we do. Instead, let’s remember why we got into this avocation to begin
with – the kids and the love of the game.
Let’s be that beacon of professionalism, especially in the craziest of moments. Let’s continue
to be the guardians of the game. Let’s make sure the kids have fun and get to learn the life lessons that sports provides! And maybe, just maybe, our actions and conversations can help
stem the tide and help increase sportsmanship across the board.
Steve Kirck II has been a member of Board 10 for 30 years having joined in December of 1988. Also, a
20 year veteran of the college ranks, Steve has officiated two CIAC state championship games as well
as three NCAA Division 3 league title games. He is currently co-chairman of the Mentor Mentee Program and past President of Board 10 in the 2013-14 season.

Good ideas don’t grow on trees
Unless they’re from Ken Devoe at The Media Tree.

These are ideas that become results-producing, award-winning copy
that sells, motivates, entertains and, above all, communicates your
message with words that work in the media that work best for you -print, broadcast, and on the web.
Ken's ideas just plain work -- for clients such as GE, IBM, Johnson
& Johnson, Johnson Controls, Knights of Columbus, People's Bank,
Pratt & Whitney, Sikorsky Aircraft, United Technologies, and Yale
University. They can work for you, too.
Maybe good ideas do grow on trees after all.
May we plant one for you?
THE MEDIA TREE
26 West Helen Street
Hamden, CT 06514
(203) 314-9732
kendevoe@comcast.net
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ASK THE INTERPRETER
With Ray
Vanacore,
Board 10
Interpreter

Based on your observations of games last season, what rule or situation do you think we need
to work much harder on and get better at, given
the way officials handled that rule or situation?
The correct rulings on violations by the offense or defense on an alternating possession
throw-in are mostly misunderstood by officials. Consider the following situation:
During an alternating possession throw-in, A-1’s
throw-in is intentionally kicked by B-1. The official awards the ball back to Team A and rules
this is still an alternating possession throw-in. Is
the official correct?
The official is not correct. The alternating possession throw-in was not completed. The throwin ended when B1 intentionally kicked the ball.
The ensuing throw-in by Team A is now a routine
throw-in based on the kicking violation by B1.
Team A retains the ball for the throw-in at the
nearest spot of the violation and also keeps the
arrow. If Team A had committed a throw-in violation, Team B would receive the ball for the
throw-in at the nearest spot of the Team A violation. Team B would also get the arrow for the
next throw-in based on the violation by Team A
during an alternating possession throw-in.
NOTE: A foul by either the offense or defense on
an alternating possession throw-in does not
change the arrow. Penalize the foul and the arrow
remains the same. See Rule 6-4.
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If any Board 10 official has a suggestion for a
rule change, what is the proper procedure and/or
protocol for submitting such a suggestion?
Keep in mind that IAABO does not make the
Rules and does not have a conduit for submitting
a change. All proposed rule changes must go
through the CIAC first and then must be submitted to the NFHS by the CIAC Executive Director.
No individual official board member can submit
a rules proposal directly to the NFHS. The process has changed from several years ago when
anyone could submit a Rule change proposal directly to the NFHS.
Here’s the way the process works now:
1) The member should first discuss the proposed change with me as your Board 10 Interpreter.
2) If I believe your suggestion has merit, I will
then discuss it with CT State Interpreter, Peter
Palermino.
3) If Peter thinks it is worth pursuing, he will
work with me on the specific language and the
proposal form which would then be sent to the
CIAC to determine if it is worth submitting.
4) Through an IAABO contact on the Rules
Committee we would also know if this particular
rule change suggestion has been submitted in the
past -- or if it would have any chance to be considered.
5) If the proposal reaches the NFHS basketball
Rules Committee, they discuss it and decide
whether to propose the rule change based on risk
minimization, sound traditions of the sport, cost,
fair play and adaptability.
6) If the proposal moves forward, the NFHS
Rule Change Review Committee provides their
feedback to the NFHS Board of Directors for approval.
7) If that happens, the approved rule proposal
becomes a Rule Change for the upcoming season.
(continued on p. 33)
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Ask the Interpreter ... (cont. from p. 32)
This process is rigorous for a reason. The Rules of Basketball are sacrosanct, meaning that they are too
important to be interfered with or altered without a highly compelling reason for doing so. Therefore,
I’m not soliciting ideas for rule changes or looking to have a lot of people just send along a bunch of
suggestions to make a change for change’s sake. That said, if there is indeed a rule that really needs to be
reexamined and reevaluated for its application to the way the game is played and officiated today, I will
definitely take a serious suggestion for change under advisement. Changes or not, let’s all remember that
our role as officials is to thoroughly know the rules as they currently exist and to properly and accurately
apply those rules to the game play that we see on the court. In other words, make correct rulings based
on our Rulebook and Casebook.
If you have a rules question, email it to: Ask The Interpreter

Member-to-Member Mart
Looking for work? Know someone who is? Find fast, effective placement through
Best Temps, Inc. Best Temps is Connecticut’s leading provider of temp-topermanent employment in the technical and clerical fields, as well as in light industrial, manufacturing, and IT. Find out where the opportunities are and seize them
today. Call John Ramos at Best Temps: (203) 878-7762. Email:
JRBESTTEMPS@YAHOO.COM or visit: http://besttemps.com to learn about available
job opportunities, including the following:

CDL A DRIVERS/ 20/22 PER HR. PLUS O.T.
ADMIN ASST. / WORD EXCEL, POWER POINT
FACTORY WORKERS/ ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE /FULL TIME POSITIONS
WAREHOUSE POSITIONS AVAILABLE /ALL SHIFTS
MAINTENANCE MECHANICS/ HYDRAULICS,PNEUMATICS,ELECTRICAL A MUST/
PERM. OPPTY
ACCOUNTING/ QUICKBOOKS/PART TIME
RECRUITER/ BILINGUAL A PLUS/ CALLING NEW EXISTING CLIENTS/ GOOD
PHONE ETIQUETTE, SELF MOTIVATED/ GREAT OPPTY.
RECEPTIONIST/ EXCELLENT FULL TIME POSITION/ ABLE TO HANDLE 10/12
LINES/FAST PACE/GOOD PAY
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Member-to-Member Mart

Aunt Chilada’s, voted New Haven’s Best Mexican Restaurant, is the perfect place for food, fun,
entertainment and parties for any occasion, especially now. Hold your next party here.
Dine on the deck and enjoy a beautiful view of the Sleeping Giant. If you can’t come to us, no
problem. We’ll cater and deliver to your home or office.
Eat, drink and be merry at Aunt Chilada’s.
3931 Whitney Ave., Hamden. (203) 230-4640. Charlie Hague, proprietor

!
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Calendar
Meeting Dates
Sunday October 21, 2018: Mandatory Interpretation Meeting, in the Auditorium
Sunday November 11, 2018: In the gymnasium
Sunday December 9, 2018: Rules Refresher Exam session for all returning members in the cafeteria. Special clinic for new candidates in the gymnasium.
Sunday January 6, 2019:
In the gymnasium
Sunday February 3, 2019: Annual Meeting in the Auditorium

Next issue of Bd 10.COMmuniqué:
to be determined

Helpful Links
Bd 10.COMmuniqué is an interactive, electronic document. Wherever you see text highlighted in
blue, bold, underlined type, that is a hot link to either an email address or a web page. Simply click
on that link to submit ideas and questions, or to get more information. Here are some helpful links:
• Board 10 Website	

• Ask Doctor Dan
• News & Notes	

• Ask The Interpreter	

• CIAC Officials’ Association • ArbiterSports
• Women’s Coordinating Committee	

 • Knowledge Bank"
• IAABO
• Member to Member Mart • Len on the Law!

Bd 10.COMmuniqué
EDITOR IN CHIEF: Hank Luzzi
MANAGING EDITOR/CHIEF CORRESPONDENT: Ken Devoe
CO-MANAGING EDITOR/CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER: Cheryl McCarthy Chiari
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR: Ray Vanacore
DESIGN & LAYOUT: Ken Devoe
Email story ideas, news and notes, and questions to: Ken Devoe

All issues of Bd 10.COMmuniqué are available on-line at the Board 10 Website.
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