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On the weekend of March 13-14, Prince George Sports Learning Complex hosted the USATF Youth Indoor Nationals in Landover, MD.
Friday, the clock started running as the athletes from Camden Clock Chasers arrived in Landover ready to make Camden known for something other than the negativity we hear so frequently.  Kahlil Ali started the weekend off with a 2nd place finish in 9-10 Boys, Long Jump with a personal best of 13 feet, 6 inches.  Next to obtain All-American status was Zoey Lawrence in the 8 & Under Girls Shot put.  She snatched up 8th place in a stacked field of youngsters aiming for Top 8 with her throw of 3.17M.
Saturday’s chase started with Surrayah Daaliya competing in the 11-12 Girls Shot put.  After being injured last year due to a broken hand, Ms. Daaliya was on a rampage chasing her P.R. of 8.31M.  Although she fell short of her goal, her put of 7.71M was good enough to take 8th place, also earning her All-American status.
As the afternoon began to wind down, the crowd was up and roaring as the announcer made the first call for the 4x200m relay. Back with something to prove, finishing tenth last year, C3’s 8 & Under Girls had a new cast but same agenda: chase the clock to get a Top 8 spot.  First heat up, Clock Chasers on deck, the gun explodes and the crowd erupts as Jasmine Farmer breaks the stagger on the field putting C3 a step ahead of the field.  Marie Berry took the second leg as if the race was hers putting the pressure on Hana Nelson at third leg with a fast approaching mob in tow.  Finishing the race for this awesome foursome was first year runner Victoria Eubanks, usually all smiles, but not this day…  Tori was all business as she held back the field in pursuit of the leaders, taking 2nd place in their heat and 8th overall, earning the girls All-American status.
Sunday, the final day of competition, opened up with the 55M finals. Silence was the only conversation as the Clock Chasers coaches warmed up their athletes for this sought after finals, everyone preparing for the sound of that gun blast. First competitor of the day for C3 was Karon Brookins, positioned in lane 5 for the 55M.  The race began and Brookins was out in front of the pack that was steadily gaining ground. “OH!” the crowd gasped as all the runners leaned thru the finish line.  A moment of silence as everyone’s eyes were fixated on the big screen waiting for the official results… and it’s posted:  Camden Clock Chasers Karon Brookins is the new 8 & Under Boys 55m National Champion and new national record holder - with a time of 8.47!! The crowd of purple and black shirts goes crazy, emotions run wild with the thought of having the fastest kid in the nation resonates.  But the chase continues, within a mere ten minutes, 9-10 Boys take the track, for the debut of Mr. Elijah Jennings in his C3 purple and black for the 55M finals. The crowd settles in for the start… bang! False start! The yellow card warning is issued and the athletes line back up with nerves at an all-time high.  Finally the race begins.  Jennings stumbles out the blocks to a slow start, but his dreadlocks begin bouncing rapidly, as he catches one then another… finish line comes and everyone leans in - Mr. Jennings sneaks his way onto the podium for a brilliant come from behind 3rd place finish with a time of 7.94. Great finish for Jennings in his C3 debut.
Next up is the 400M dash and the 8 & Under Boys are ready for take-off.  Lane 4 holds newly crowned National Champ Karon Brookins.  As the starter echoes, “Runners take your mark,” Brookins is the only athlete in the standing start position.  As the gun explodes and the smoke clears, Brookins emerges as the early front runner.  As they break after the cones, Brookins is contested by two runners.  He accelerates as the bell rings signifying the last lap is under way.  Pulling away down the back stretch a second national championship seems possible.  As he passes thru the last turn and executes the final surge, it is clear Mr. Brookins has captured his second national title along with another new national record of 1:10.92, besting the old mark of 1:11.23.
Next on the track is C3 veteran Kahlil Ali in the 9-10 Boys 400M.  After witnessing his teammate set a national record, Ali appears poised coming into the race seeded 8th.  With no time to waste, Ali pushes to the front of the pack forcing the field to follow his lead.  He rounds the first lap in second place, everyone in attendance is on their feet cheering, no one can tell who’s in what place, only thing for sure is they are flying around the track; people playing tennis with their eyes from the race to the clock, when the dust settles Ali finished with a time of 1:08.67 a 4th place finish, and the badge of an two-time All American.  The C3 crowd is on an emotional high after the spectacular performances thus far.  Next race is the much anticipated 200M dash in which Brookins was the favorite coming into the meet.  By this point the secret is out that Brookins is definitely the one to watch.  Funny thing is Brookins is not fazed at all; he utilizes this down time to take pics with some of his teammates and enjoy simply being a kid. Play time soon ends however, and its time to get back to work: the warm up, the pep talk, then the race. Brookins daps up (shakes hand of) the other athletes as they take the track. No jumps no glitch, the race is on!  He’s out to a slow start but still within striking distance, as they round the last turn that familiar surge comes on as Brookins hits the back stretch with a 3rd National title just seconds away, but not so fast… a last minute surge by two runners forces Karon to dig a little deeper to hold off the field.  As he crosses the line, C3 staff and parents began to cheer and chant feverishly. Brooks secured another gold medal, accompanied by another national record 30.94 beating the old mark of 31.24. Brookins congratulates other runners as they come through the finish line; in no rush to celebrate he enjoys a well-deserved drink of Gatorade with the athletes before proceeding to his coach. 
On the other side of the track, Irrian Watson is warming up for his 3200M Racewalk with a smirk of appreciation after witnessing his teammate win his third gold medal. The walkers load the track and begin, with a relatively quiet first couple of laps.  The crowd is quickly pulled into the drama unfolding on the track as Watson is in an epic two way battle of wits and technique.  The two walkers began to lap third place, leads shifting every lap the excitement is felt throughout the complex. The bell lap sounds and Watson stumbles as the two look as if they are moving with perfect running form. Turning down the back stretch the agony on their faces is evident: they both want it.  At the finish, Watson is edged out but secured his second place finish and personal best of 19:01, ending the weekend on a phenomenal note.  The team can now begin to reflect on a job well done. 
Thru performances alone, Camden Clock Chasers made a name for themselves in Landover.  The chase begins again come outdoor season.  So keep watching the clock. C3 will continue to do Camden proud, inside and outside of the city limits, without a doubt.
