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Coming Events
February 2014
 01 Chapter T Meeting
 01 Mid-Winter Gathering
5:30 P.M.
 02 Super Bowl!
 02 Groundhog Day
(Very important for
groundhog hunters!)
 14 Happy Valentine’s Day
 17 Presidents’ Day
 27 T Business Meeting


CD’s Corner

FEBRUARY 2014

By Skip Trautman, CD

Hi all, and Happy Valentine’s Day!
Hope this finds you all in good health.
Due to shortage of members at the January business meeting, I was unable to count and tally the votes on this year’s
charities. Please, if you can, try to come to the February
breakfast meeting so your vote can be counted. It is very
important that we get this right the first time. I will tally
what I have and add the new votes at the breakfast meeting
so we know which charities are chosen. We need at least ten members who were
not at the business meeting to vote. Otherwise, we will go with what we have.
Congratulations to Skip & Sue P as this year’s winners for the “Most Miles Ridden,” Male and Female; and to the winner of “Most Outings Attended,” li’l ole
me! Way to go, folks! See picture, page 3.

March 2014

 01 Chapter T Meeting

 15 Dinner Ride
 17 St Patrick’s Day





22
27
29
29

T Dinner Ride
T Business Meeting
State Staff Meeting
Pricing Party

In This Issue

I’m working on getting our website back up and running. I took down the old site
because it was giving me fits and was VER-R-R-R-RY frustrating trying to upload
photos, and just in general get it right. In doing so, we have saved over $300 over
the course of the 5 years that I signed up for with the new server. It should be up
by the time you read this, with a new address: www.tricountytravelers.org. It’s the
same, except without the dashes. Also, please let me know if I need to add or remove anything.
I hope you’re working on getting your rides road-ready. It won’t be long now. A
couple of months of much needed rain and we’ll be right back at it - another year
of glorious California riding weather!
Congratulations to Dave Caudle for taking over as our glorious State Director. I
think he’ll do a fine job, bur he’ll probably have to give up the treasury. You
know, fox… hen house —
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That’s it for this month, except for this: Happy Valentine’s Day!
Ride safe, everyone!

Skip & Teri Trautman
Chapter Director & Co-Director
Tri-County Travelers

www.tricountytravelers.org

Chapter T Officers and Staff
Chapter Director

Skip Trautman

530-633-0857

Chapter Co-Director

Teri Trautman

530-633-0857

ACD/Treasurer

Sue Paquette

530-749-8743

Co-Secretary

Lonna Appelhof

530-673-4538

Co-Secretary

Adrienne McWhorter

530-329-8060

PR/Special Events Coordinator

Lonna Appelhof

530-673-4538

Ways & Means

Al Mazon

530-742-5423

Rider Education/Safety Director

Skip Paquette

530-742-8743

Tour Director

George Mabie

530-751-5002

Road Captain

TBA

Historian

Adrien Genesoto

530-674-9155

Sunshine Coordinator

Irene Lopez

530-755-4343

Phone Tree

Merci Uriarte

530-415-3471

Newsletter Editor

Jenny Genesoto

530-674-9155

Webmaster

Skip Trautman

530-633-0857

Membership Coordinator

TBA

Celebrate
February Birthdays
06
7
7
10

February Anniversaries

Clara Drummond
Irene Lopez
Bruce Marshall
Connie Ditmars

March Birthdays
06
Paul Griffin
07
Skip Paquette
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March Anniversaries
16
Carl & Connie Ditmars
17
Ed & Clara Drummond
22
Dale & Verlene Wilkerson

www.tricountytravelers.org
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AND THE WINNERS ARE… !
Each year we ask for your bike mileage and event
attendance, and each year we honor the persons
who score the highest numbers, male rider, female
rider , and most events attended, with their names
suitably affixed to a traveling trophy/plaque.
We’re proud to announce the winners for 2013:

Highest mileage, male:
Skip Paquette 15, 690 miles
Highest mileage, female:
Sue Paquette, 7,385 miles
Most events attended:
Skip Trautman, 36 events/rallies

Klamath River Campout
We would really like to have a great turnout for this. Online reservations @ www.KlamathRiverRV.com with Pay
Pal, be sure to mention GWTA in comments. Pre-pay the first night and I will work on them for the requested deposit. Just try to reserve early so we do not get spread out all over the campground.
There are a couple of motels in Klamath town: Ravenwood http://ravenwoodmotel.com/index-1.htm. Also, the
Yurok Tribe is building a new Holiday Inn Express in Klamath, but I don’t know when they plan on opening.
The rate will be $37.80. Tents will be limited to 6 people per site and will be in an RV site. We will require a $50
non-refundable deposit by May 15 for each site. No other discounts will be accepted. If there are 10 or more sites
in the group, the wagon master will get on site free. All reservations need to be made by May 15 by calling the
park directly and identify yourselves as part of GWTA group when making the reservation.
The club house is available at no charge. Please let us know which days and times you would like to use it.
Thanks to all.

Skip ‘n’ Teri T
Chapter Directors
G.W.T.A. Chapter T
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Back to Basics:

Is Experience the Best Teacher?

In almost every crash on a motorcycle, you're going to get hurt or
even killed, and your bike is going
to be a mess, if not a total wreck.

A couple of weeks ago I was at a bike gathering at
a local Harley Dealer, when I struck up a conversation with a guy who was taking delivery of a
new Anniversary Edition Ultra. The guy was into
his mid to late 40's. He tells me he's been riding
for 20 years, and this was his 4th new Harley.
He said he had an ‘02 Ultra, but some clown
turned left in front of him and he had to “lay her
down.” The bike was totaled and he had a broken
leg which he said was now in good enough shape
that he could start riding again.
I asked him if he had ever taken any rider training
courses. He looked at me like I was crazy and said,
“I've been riding for 20 years. That's enough training for me!”

I watched him as he duck-walked his bike through
a U-turn that Greyhound bus could have easily
made, and then drag his feet about 100 yards
through the parking lot and out onto the highway.
It made me think of something an MSF Instructor
recently told me. He said he teaches the MSF Experienced Rider course, and he sees a lot of people
who think they are good riders because they've
been riding for 20 or 30 years. The instructor said
what they really have is one year’s experience 20
or 30 times.
That made a lot of sense. In other words, a rider
gets to a certain level and then never improves any
further. Instead, he/she keeps repeating the same
mistakes over and over again.
If you're driving a car, you can get away with a lot
of mistakes for a lot of years before it catches up
with you. On a bike, though, there's usually no
such thing as a “little fender bender.”
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by Jerry Paladino

The point is this: Don't fool yourself into thinking you know what
you're doing just because you've
been riding for a lot of years.
Look at it this way. If experience was all you need
to be a good driver, then that 80-year-old guy
blocking the left lane of the highway (with 60
years of “good” driving under his belt), should be
able to win the Daytona 500, should he choose,
since he has far more experience than most of
those young whippersnappers in NASCAR. Right?
Of course not!

Those young experienced NASCAR drivers have
received the best training available, and constantly
practice and improve their skills. Now, the old guy
with all the experience, like you, the experienced
rider, can cruise on down the road just fine until
something unexpected happens. But then all he or
you can do is jam on the brakes and hope for the
best.
The highly trained driver or rider can rely on his
skills and training and probably can avoid the crash
altogether instead of “laying her down.” (In other
words, avoiding the crash).
It is true you can't avoid every crash, but it sure
would be nice to avoid most of them.

From Back to Basics website by Jerry Paladino,
retired motorcycle policeman, aka “Motorman.”
Graphics added from Internet.

www.tricountytravelers.org
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Coming Events


February 2, Mid-Winter Gathering. Note that the location has changed. Flyer has been left in this
issue for your convenience.



March 22, State Staff Meeting. Yuba City Moose Hall
Chapter T meet at Lonna’s right after Staff Meeting to price Yard Sale items.



April 5, Chapter T Meeting at Lonna’s.



April 4 & 5, Chapter T Yard Sale at Lonna’s. Chapter T members, please be there to help your
chapter’s fund raising project.



April 26, Fallen Rider, Red Bluff. Register Early! Hosted by a different group this year.



May 3, Chapter T Meeting



May 9-11, Mother’s Day Campout, Rancho Seco



May 17, Ronnie Lee King Memorial Ride, Red Bluff



May 18, Bob Reese Memorial Ride, Lakeport.



May 23-26, California North State Spring Fling, Susanville.



June 9-13, Chapter T Camp at Klamath RV Park.



June 20-21 Father’s Day Campout, Sycamore Campground



July 1-4 Chapter T Fireworks Sale



July 21-24, Gold Rush at Boyne Falls, MI



Tahoe Campout is in August. September will be Fall Fiesta and Chapter Appreciation; October,
Sock Hop, Veterans’ Day Parade in November, Olivehurst Christmas Parade & Chapter T Christmas party in December. Not to mention all the other dinner rides and meetings throughout the year.



We realize that not everyone can make all the events, but you can start to plan which ones
you want to attend.

Yard Sale April 4 & 5

Membership Expiration Dates 2014
Stu & Brendan Stewart

01-11-2014

Paul & Delsie Griffith

02-22-2014

Dale & Verlene Wilkerson

03-03-2014

Mac & Adrienne McWhorter 05-04-2014
John & Irene Lopez

05-10-2014

Bill & Pat Worth

05-11-2014

Sam & Merci Uriarte

09-30-2014

Ed & Clara Drummond

10-24-2014

Bob & Laura Wakefield

11-12-2014
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Don’t forget to start gathering “stuff” for the yard
sale. So far no date has been determined, but it
probably will be determined at the meeting on Saturday. Lonna says there’s already a lot stored in
her garage, so you can “bring it on over.” Please
price things first! “Pricing party” will be right after State Staff
Meeting on March 22.
Our yard sale always brings in a
tidy sum for our annual charity
donations. Please plan to spend
some time working at the yard
sale, as well.

www.tricountytravelers.org
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Just for Fun
Lost!

Definition of Globalization

A man is lost in the desert. He used up the last of
his water three days ago. He's lying on the sand,
gasping, when suddenly in the distance he hears a
voice calling, “Mush! Mush!”

The truest explanation of globalization is Princess Diana’s death. Why?

Not trusting his ears, he turns his head and there it
is again, closer this time – “Mush! Mush!”
Propping himself up on one elbow he squints
against the sun and sees, of all things, an Eskimo
in a fur coat, driving a sled with a team of huskies
across the dunes.
Thinking it's a hallucination, he blinks and shakes
his head, but it's for real! Painfully he lifts one arm
and in a cracked voice calls, “He-elp!”
The Eskimo pulls the sled up by him, the huskies
panting in the heat. He says to the Eskimo, “I don't
know what you're doing here, or why, but thank
God you are here! I've been wandering around this
desert for days. My water's all gone and I'm completely lost!”
The perspiring Eskimo looks down at him and
says, "You think YOU'RE lost!"

An English princess with an Egyptian boyfriend
crashes in a French tunnel, while riding in a
German car with a Dutch engine, driven by a
Belgian who was drunk on Scottish whisky
(check the bottle before you call me out on
spelling), being chased by Italian paparazzi on
Japanese motorcycles; treated by an American
doctor using Brazilian medicines.
This came from a Canadian using Bill Gates’
computer technology, and either you’re reading
it on hard copy from my American-made HP
printer, or you’re on a computer which uses
Taiwanese chips, and a Korean-made monitor
assembled by Bangladeshi workers in a Singapore plant, transported by Indian lorry drivers,
hi-jacked by Indonesians, unloaded by Sicilian
longshoremen, and trucked to you by Mexican
illegals.
That, my friends, is globalization.

Blonde Carpenters
Two blonde builders were working on a
house. One blonde was on a ladder, nailing. She'd reach into her nail pouch, pull
out a nail, look at it, and either toss it
over her shoulder or proceed to nail it
into the wood.
The other blonde couldn't stand it any
longer and yelled up, :Why are you
throwing some of the nails away?”
The first blonde explained, “When I pull
it out of my nail pouch, if it's pointed toward me I throw it away. If it's pointed
toward the house, then I can use it”
The second blonde explained, “Don't
throw away those nails that are pointed
toward you! They're for the other side of
the house!”
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Drinking and Driving
I thought I would share this with you all as I know we all have
taken a nip or two or twelve and have then driven…
With the holidays upon us, I would like to share a personal
experience with you about drinking and driving after a “social
session” with friends.
This past Friday, I was out with long-lost friends. I had a few
cocktails, followed by several glasses of vintage red wine.
Despite the jolliness, I still had the sense to know I was over
the limit. That's when I decided to do something I have never
done before. I took a cab home.
Sure enough, there was a police road block on the highway,
but since it was a cab, they waved it past. I arrived home safely, without incident.
This was both a great relief and a surprise because I had never
driven a cab before. I don't even know where I got it, and now
that it’s in my garage, I don't know what to do with it.
www.tricountytravelers.org
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2014 Ride #2
Going to:

02-22-2014

Lee’s Canton, 5:00 p.m. .
511 Reeves Ave, Yuba City ..

Address:

Meet at: Home Depot, Yuba City .

Time: 4:30 P.M.
(Ride, weather permitting) .

Host:

George Mabie ..

Phone:

(530) 751-5002

..

Please RSVP by: 02-15-2014 ..

2014 Ride #3

03-15-2014

The Happy Viking .

Going to:
Address:

741 Plumas St, Yuba City ..

Phone:

(530) 671-7492 .

Meet at: Home Depot, Yuba City

Leave: 3:33 P.M. .

Host:

Skip & Teri Trautman ..

Phone:

(530) 633-0857

..

Please RSVP by: 03-10-2014 ..
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For Sale or Trade
2000 GL 1500 parts remaining after converting it to a Champion Trike. The bike only had 35,000
miles on it when it was converted. The bike was white in color. Call Al Mazon 530-742-5423.
I am looking for someone who is parting out a 1994? GL 1500a. I am in need of the LCD display,
radio, clock, shock pressure, etc., display. Mine is going away. Please put out the word for me.
Any lad would be most helpful. Here is the Honda part #: LCD ASSY 37130-MT8-771



If you have articles for sale, or are looking for something particular, you can advertise it here, at no
charge for members. Call me, 674-9155, or email, genesoto@syix.com, and we’ll list it.
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February 2014
February 17, 2014
Presidents’ Day

Skip & Teri Trautman
3679 Bear River Drive
Rio Oso, CA 95674

Tri County Travelers

Next General Meeting

March 1, 2014
Breakfast

9:00 A.M.
8:00 A.M.

Next Business Meeting

Febuary 27, 2014
Dinner

7:00 P.M.

All meetings at:
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The Peach Tree Restaurant
1080 No. Beale Road
Marysville, CA 95901
www.tricountytravelers.org

