LIVING FAITH
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
MARCH 15

THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY
John 4:5-15, 19b-20, 39a, 40-42
So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to
his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the
well. It was about noon.
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common
with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying
to you, “Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living
water.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you
get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with
his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will
be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The
water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ The
woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep
coming here to draw water.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our
ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship
is in Jerusalem.’
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me
everything I have ever done.’ So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay
with them; and he stayed there for two days. And many more believed because of his
word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we
have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Saviour of the world.’

TAKING THE GOSPEL HOME
The woman who met Jesus that day in the scorching noonday sun was the first
evangelist, the first to tell others of the wonders that Jesus had done in her life,
and invite them to meet him for themselves. We are all called to be like that
woman.
REFLECT AND DISCUSS
• Who introduced you to Jesus? How did they do this?
• Have you ever introduced someone else to Jesus?
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THE CHURCH TEACHES
A PRAYER OF ST. PATRICK
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IN THE CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK

ST. PATRICK (MARCH 17) AND ST. JOSEPH (MARCH 19)

St. Patrick of Ireland is one of the world's
most popular saints. He was born in
Roman Britain and when he was fourteen
or so, he was captured by Irish pirates
and taken to Ireland as a slave to herd
and tend sheep. This captivity lasted until
he was twenty, when he escaped and
found some sailors who took him back to
Britain and was reunited with his family.
But he heard God’s call to return to
Ireland, this time as a missionary. He
often used shamrocks to explain the Holy
Trinity and entire kingdoms were
eventually converted to Christianity after
hearing Patrick's message. Patrick
preached and converted all of Ireland for
40 years. He worked many miracles and
wrote of his love for God in Confessions.
He died March 17, 461.

Watch a video about St. Patrick here.

Everything we know about the husband
of Mary and the foster father of Jesus
comes from Scripture, and that has
seemed too little for those who made up
legends about him.
We know he was a carpenter, a working
man. We know Joseph was a
compassionate, caring man. We know
that he was a man of prayer and trust in
God. We know Joseph loved Jesus. His
one concern was for the safety of this
child entrusted to him. We also know that
Joseph treated Jesus as his own son for
over and over the people of Nazareth say
of Jesus, "Is this not the son of Joseph?"
(Luke 4:22)

Watch a video about St. Joseph here.

