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Election outcome uncertain as polls tighten
in advance of May 9 vote
Does anyone believe in public-opinion
surveys – election polls – any more?
After Donald Trump’s election to the
U.S. presidency in November 2016, the
United Kingdom’s referendum decision
to quit the European Union (Brexit)
in June 2016, and the re-election of
Christy Clark’s BC Liberal government
in May 2013 – all of which confounded
pollsters – why would we?
Well, perhaps it’s because nearly everyone wants to peer into the future and
foresee coming events. Pollsters are not
exactly fortune-telling gypsies, but they
provide much the same service.
So, in the absence of any other mechanism or medium to predict the future
– who is going to win an election?
which side will prevail in a referendum or plebiscite? – polls and surveys
will continue to be commissioned and
analyzed.

John Horgan, Christy Clark, Andrew Weaver
Major party leaders square off in radio-cable debate

And so now in British Columbia, bare
days before voters cast their ballots in
the province’s 41st general election,
a plethora of polls have been and
are being consumed, digested and
regurgitated.

The NDP was on top in the vast majority
of those province-wide surveys – 11 of
the last 13 – while the BC Liberals held
the lead in just two.

More than a dozen province-wide surveys have been released to the public
over the last six weeks or so – and the
major political parties themselves have
undertaken many, many more – and
generally (with notable exceptions)
they show remarkable consistency.
British Columbia’s two major parties,
the governing BC Liberals and the opposition New Democrats, appear to be
in a neck-and-neck tie with each

holding close to 40.0 per cent of decided
and leaning voters.

The nascent BC Green Party, which took
8.15 per cent of all valid votes in the
province in 2013 – and won its first-ever
seat – currently is polling in the high
‘teens.
At that level, the Greens are within
striking range of gaining at least a
handful of seats – enough, perhaps, to
become a real factor in the Legislative
Assembly in the event that neither of
the two major parties wins a governing
majority.
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Forty-four seats are required for a bare
majority in the newly-enlarged 87member House, but at present it does
not seem as if any party has a clear polling advantage that shows it obtaining a
majority of B.C.’s electoral districts.
So, while few people have an enduring
faith in the veracity or accuracy of public-opinion polls, they’re the only tool we
have to peer into the future and attempt
to foresee the outcome of B.C.’s 41st
general election on May 9.
***
In truth, there is both a general consensus, as well as several inconsistencies,
in the abundance of polls published to
date.
Continued on p. 2
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Election outcome uncertain as polls tighten in advance of May 9 vote, continued from p. 1

With regards to inconsistencies, consider three surveys released in the first
days of May. Ipsos-Reid (made public
on May 1) put the BC Liberals’ support
at 43.0 per cent, somewhat above the
finding from Mainstreet Research (May
3) which was 37.0 per cent.
Stunningly, a Forum Research poll
(May 2) had the governing party’s
support down to a miniscule 29.0 per
cent.
It must be noted that since the end of
March no polling firm other than Ipsos-Reid has had the BC Liberals above
40.0 per cent, and no pollster other
than Forum has had them below 30.0
per cent.

New Democrats have consistent, but narrow lead
(three-poll rolling average, in percent)
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The average of all the surveys released
in the last five weeks shows Premier
Christy Clark’s party at an even 36.0
per cent.

BC Liberals

Over the last three general elections –
2005, 2009 and 2013 – the BC Liberals’
share of all valid votes was 45.80 per
cent, 45.82 per cent and 44.14 per cent,
so the current poll-average reveals a
drop of about eight to nine percentage
points.
Similarly, there is a wide disparity in
polling numbers for the BC Green
Party.

Looking at the 13 province-wide
surveys conducted since March, the
NDP’s support has ranged from lows
of 36.0 per cent (Mainstreet, April 7)
and 37.0 per cent (Justason Market
Intelligence and Forum, April 30 and
May 2 respectively), to a high of 44.0
per cent (in Ipsos-Reid on April 11,
and Mainstreet on April 25).
The average of all recent surveys have
the New Democratic Party at 39.8 per
cent – 3.8 percentage points ahead of
the BC Liberals, and about double the
support for the Greens.

Looking again at just the latest trio of
province-wide surveys, Mainstreet and
Forum put Green support at 21.0 per
cent and 24.0 per cent, respectively.

***

Ipsos-Reid, on the other hand, found
that a mere 14.0 per cent of B.C. voters
intended to cast a ballot for Andrew
Weaver’s environmental party.

Of course, B.C. elections are not won
or lost on the basis of popular vote,
but on the number of legislative seats
collected by the province’s political
parties.

The average of all polls released to the
public over the last six weeks show the
Greens at 18.3 per cent.
However, the average of the last seven
surveys – released since mid-April –
put Weaver’s party at an average of 20.3
per cent, which possibly reveals an
improving campaign.

In 2013, the BC Liberals secured a
solid legislative majority by taking 49
seats, while the New Democrats trailed
with 34 and the Greens earned their
first-ever with Weaver’s victory in Oak
Bay-Gordon Head.

Polling results for John Horgan’s New
Democratic Party are far more consistent than those for either the BC
Liberals or Greens.

(Vicki Huntington, an Independent
MLA, retained her seat in Delta South
in 2013, but is not seeking re-election
in 2017.)
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BC NDP

BC Greens

Current polling numbers suggest that
Clark’s BC Liberals are poised to lose
at least a few seats in the current contest, with Horgan’s NDP and Weaver’s
Greens in position to make modest
gains.
Province-wide surveys, however, are
only minimally useful in calculating
potential seat gains or losses. For that
task, it’s useful to take a closer look at
the polls’ regional breakdowns.
* INTERIOR-NORTH *
The region has a total of 24 seats, 18
of which were taken in 2013 by the BC
Liberals. The New Democrats won six
– three in the Northwest and three in
the Kootenays.
The parties’ respective shares of valid
votes cast four years ago in the region
reveals that the BC Liberals enjoy a
solid lead over their political rivals.
Across all 24 seats, the governing party
in the last election garnered 48.8 per
cent of all valid votes, compared to the
New Democrats’ 35.8 per cent.
The Greens, which in 2013 offered
candidates in only half of the region’s
Continued on p. 3
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Election outcome uncertain as polls tighten in advance of May 9 vote, continued from p. 2

two-dozen electoral districts, collected
an even 4.0 percent of valid votes.

BC Liberals dominate outside Lower Mainland
(three-poll rolling average, in percent)

Three recent polls (two by Mainstreet
and one from Ipsos-Reid) give the BC
Liberals 48.0-49.0 per cent support, or
an amount nearly identical to the party’s vote-share in 2013. Indeed, only
two polls released in the last six weeks
put Clark’s party below 40.0 per cent.
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It seems likely that the BC Liberals
in the Interior-North will receive a
vote-share in the mid-40s on May 9 – a
slight reduction from four years ago,
but a level which nonetheless ought
to be sufficient for the party to retain
about the same number of seats as
were won in 2013.
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That said, incumbent BC Liberal
MLAs such as Coralee Oakes in
Cariboo North, Linda Larson in
Boundary-Similkameen and Jackie
Tegart in Fraser-Nicola could be hardpressed to hold their seats.

BC Liberals

Forum) put the party at just 21.0 per
cent.

Polls similarly show Horgan’s New
Democrats with a slightly smaller level
of support than was garnered by the
party in 2013. Survey results in the
region (two by Justason and one each
from Mainstreet and Ipsos-Reid) have
had the NDP as high as 38.0-39.0 per
cent, while a probable ‘outlier’ (from

Generally, the NDP is polling in the
low- to mid-30s, which means the
party likely will stay with a half-dozen
seats in the region – although there is a
risk of losing one or both of Columbia

Green breakthrough on Island appears unlikely
(three-poll rolling average, in percent)
Vancouver Island

BC NDP

BC Greens

River-Revelstoke and Skeena.
The Greens’ vote-share in the Interior-North should end up in the ‘teens,
which makes it improbable that the
party will elect a MLA in the region.
* VANCOUVER ISLAND-COAST *
The NDP took 44.7 per cent of all valid
votes in the region in 2013, a level
sufficient to win 12 of 15 electoral
districts.
The BC Liberals trailed behind at 33.8
per cent – good for two seats – and the
Greens’ 17.1 per cent enabled the party
to pick up one.
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Recent surveys show that Horgan’s
New Democrats have slipped slightly
to around the 40.0 per cent mark –
eight polls have the party below that
level, five others put the party above it.
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BC Liberals

BC NDP

BC Greens

Clark’s Liberals also look to have lost
some ground, although the range in
polls is quite dramatic – from a high
of 39.0 per cent (from Insights West
in March) to the low of 21.5 per cent
(Justason). Generally, polls place the
party’s regional support in the high
20s, and possibly the low 30s.

Continued on p. 4
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Election outcome uncertain as polls tighten in advance of May 9 vote, continued from p. 3

Weaver’s Greens have recorded huge
swings in surveys of Vancouver Island-Coast voters. The high mark the
party received was 38.0 per cent (Mainstreet), while the low was 13.0 per cent
(Ipsos-Reid).
The average of Green support generally
ranges from the mid-20s to the low-30s,
and it seems unlikely at that level that
the party will make a significant breakthrough.
That could be good news for the NDP,
which ought to be able to retain the
lion’s share of legislative seats in the
region.
Still, incumbent New Democrat Gary
Holman could be upset in Saanich
North and the Islands, where Green
Adam Olsen is threatening to double his
party’s seat-count.
The other Island riding to watch on
May 9 is a re-drawn Courtenay-Comox,
which does not have a sitting MLA
but was captured by the BC Liberals in
2013.
* LOWER MAINLAND (GREATER
VANCOUVER) *
The election-night results in the
fore-going two regions – which have a
combined total of 39 seats – could show
the BC Liberals and New Democrats in
a statistical tie with 16-20 seats apiece,
while the Greens may record victories
in two to three ridings.
Under that scenario, the populous
Lower Mainland – home to 48 electoral
districts – will be key in determining
the final outcome.
Four years ago, the BC Liberals won
28 seats in the region, while the NDP
prevailed in 17.

Main battleground will determine election outcome
(three-poll rolling average, in percent)
Lower Mainland - Greater Vancouver
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BC Liberals

(Surrey, which had just five seats as
recently as 20 years ago, in the 1996
general election, now has nine.)
The B.C. Liberals’ dominance in the
Lower Mainland’s 2013 seat-count was
due to their strength in vote-share, as
they took 46.1 per cent of all valid votes
across the region.
That was nearly seven points ahead of
the New Democratic Party’s 39.4 per
cent.
The Greens were well back of both
major parties with just 6.3 per cent,
which reflected in part the fact that
the party failed to offer candidates
in nine Lower Mainland electoral
districts.
Today, public-opinion surveys show an
especially close – and tightening –
contest in the region between the opposition New Democrats and the governing BC Liberals.

One other seat was won by the retiring Independent, Huntington, and the
Greens were shut out.
Two new seats have been added to the
region: Richmond-Queensborough was
created from chunks of Richmond and
New Westminster, and Surrey South
was added to the province’s secondlargest city.

It seems certain that Clark’s Liberals will
lose at least some Lower Mainland seats
to Horgan’s NDP, but the question is:
how many?
Over the last several weeks, the New
Democrats have led in the region in
every poll but one (by Justason).
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BC NDP

BC Greens

A three-poll rolling average shows
Horgan’s party consistently in the low
‘40s – ranging from 40.5 per cent to
44.0 per cent.
At that level, the NDP would be poised
to win a majority of Lower Mainland
seats.
For their part, the BC Liberals have
surpassed the 40.0 per cent in just three
surveys (Ipsos-Reid, twice, and Insights
West), while hitting the mid- to high30s in another eight polls, and plunging
to just 28.0 per cent in a probable
outlier (from Forum Research).
The three-poll rolling average in the
Lower Mainland for Clark’s party since
the end of March has been stuck at
around 35.0 per cent, give or take a few
points.
Weavers’s Greens, meanwhile, generally
have support in the high ‘teens. Just
three surveys (two by Justason, one by
Mainstreet) found the environmental
party higher than 20.0 per cent.
It appears that the relative situation
between the BC Liberals and New
Democrats has flipped over the last four
years – whereas in 2013 the former had
voter support at 46.1 per cent and the
Continued on p. 6
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Glen Sanford
Deputy Campaign Director
BC New Democratic Party

PART TWO

interview
By Jeff Davies

The BC Liberals have been under
attack recently for their highly successful corporate fund-raising. British
Columbia was even described as the
Wild West of electoral financing by no
less than the New York Times.
Then there was the story in the Globe
and Mail about lobbyists with BC
Liberal connections making covert donations on behalf of corporate clients.
How much do you think all of this has
damaged the BC Liberal brand?
Well, normally I think stories of scandal
and corruption don’t end up being the
biggest determinant for voters when they
go to vote because what it’s really about
is what a government can do to make
people’s lives better in a very direct way.
However, in this case the stories that
we’re hearing about these major donors,
about improper donations, and about the
Wild West of political cash in B.C., it
totally confirms what people think about
Christy Clark and that is that she’s in it
for her wealthy donors.
And because of that I think this actually carries weight with voters and when
they’re looking at all of the fees that
they’ve experienced from ferries to BC
Hydro to ICBC , and then they look at
a billion dollar tax giveaway to the very
wealthiest of British Columbians, they
think this confirms that Christy Clark is
not in it for me.
I spoke earlier with BC Liberal strategist Mike McDonald, who dismissed
the suggestion these would be pivotal
issues in the campaign.

are experiencing in the bread-and-butter
level, so I completely agree with the
notion that people want to vote on breadand-butter issues.
They care about good sustainable jobs.
They care about services they depend on,
like health care and education. They care
about whether they can afford all the
tolls, fares, Hydro rates, everything else
going up and up under Christy Clark,
and they’re going to make the comparison between what’s happening in their
own lived experience and what Christy
Clark is doing for the very wealthiest
donors.
So I’m quite happy to go toe-to-toe with
Christy Clark on bread-and-butter issues
about who makes life better for the average British Columbian.
John Horgan and the NDP have long
been on record supporting a ban on
corporate and union donations.
How central an issue is that in your
campaign?
What that speaks to is who the government is for, so I don’t think banning
big money is the most vote determining
issue in this election (but) I think it’s
part of what people experience when
they see Christy Clark favouring the
wealthy few over the needs of average
British Columbians.

Glen Sanford

And I think that is a key lesson and
that’s why you’re going to hear over
and over again that what this election
is about is electing a premier who will
work for you, and we’ll be laser-focused
on that. Christy Clark is working for her
rich donors. John Horgan is working for
you.
It does sound a bit like the 1996
campaign of Glen Clark – I think his
campaign slogan was ‘On Your Side.’
Do you draw any inspiration from
that ’96 campaign?

Long before that, we assumed that
successful campaigns are basically about
who represents who, and I think there’s
So by itself it might not be all that
salient, but coupled with the experience a long, proud history of having progressive parties stand up for ordinary people
that everyone is having, life in B.C., it
makes a lot of sense and it resonates with and that’s something that we’re emphasizing in this campaign for sure.
people.

He says while the pundits may be
preoccupied with this issue of electoral
financing reform, voters are more concerned with bread-and-butter issues
such as jobs and the economy, and he
figures the BC Liberals are strong on
that. What would you say to that?

One of the criticisms I’ve heard from
BC Liberals and New Democrats alike
about the NDP campaign in the last
election is that they felt the New
Democrats failed to have a clear
message and to stick to that message.
Now what do you think of that
criticism?

Well, this is why I was saying that these
kinds of issues normally aren’t the most
determining issues, the scandals, except
that in this case it confirms what people

Well, I think that we offered a really
detailed and thoughtful platform, but we
did not effectively communicate it to
British Columbians.
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I think that at the end of the day this is
what British Columbians will go into the
ballot box with: ‘Who is on my side, and
who is going to work for me?’
Will you also be running on your record in government in the 1990’s?
We’re focused on our offer to British
Columbians in this election campaign,
so we’re going to focus on saying a John
Horgan NDP government will make
your life more affordable by cutting tolls

Continued on p.6
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Election outcome uncertain as polls tighten in advance of
May 9 vote, continued from p. 4

and freezing Hydro rates and eliminating MSP premiums.
We’re also going to be saying we will
be investing in schools and hospitals
and home care. I think those are the
kinds of things that British Columbians
care about, and I think this campaign is
going to be forward-looking.
If we could look at the big picture
for a moment, we head a lot from the
media and from academics about the
anti-elitist mood at play among voters
today, not just in B.C., but across
Canada, in Britain, the U.S., Holland,
France.
What evidence do you see of that in
B.C., of a populist, anti-elitist mood
heading into the election?
Well, I think what we’re seeing mostly is that people feel like they’re not
getting ahead. They’re working hard. So
many people are working at two or three
jobs. They’re stuck in traffic for hours.
There isn’t enough transit.
Their fees are getting higher and higher,
and they are not happy to see a government that makes its priorities tax
giveaways for millionaires. So I’d say
that is the kind of mood that people are
in right now.
They’re very disappointed in this government’s priorities, and they’re angry

about how callous this government is.
That goes for everything from bus passes
for people with disabilities to the healthcare firings.
So there is a sense for sure that people
want change and they want a shift in
priorities.
How would you rate your own party’s
and your leader’s chance of attracting
the votes of those who, as you say, do
feel angry or disappointed or disenfranchised?
Well, that’s the challenge that’s ahead of
us. We’re not going to take anything for
granted. We’re going to work hard every
day to talk to as many voters as we can
right across this province.
We have an army of volunteers who are
doing exactly that and I think that ultimately this will be a case of making sure
that we are delivering effective, clear
messages to as many British Columbians
as possible.
If we do that successfully, if we make
the contrast properly, if we demonstrate
Christy Clark is in it for rich donors and
John Horgan is in it for you, then we will
succeed.
You’ve talked mostly about the BC
Liberals and Christy Clark. How
concerned are you about the threat
posed by the BC Green Party?
What we’re finding on the doorstep
everywhere is that people understand that
this is a opportunity in this election to
replace Christy Clark with a John Horgan
NDP government.
I think that that is the choice people see
in front of them, and they know that a
John Horgan government will do things
like banning corporate and union
donations and push for electoral
reform so that we get a fairer voting
system.

Jeff Davies
Jeff was a journalist with the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation for more
than 35 years. From 1993 to 2012 he was
the CBC’s legislative reporter in Victoria.

These things matter to a lot of voters
and I think that is the nub of the contest here, the contrast between Christy
Clark’s priorities and a John Horgan
government that will work for families
in B.C.
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latter was at 39.4 per cent, today the NDP
is in the low- to mid-40s and the BC
Liberals are in the mid- to high-30s.
Importantly, perhaps, both major parties’
vote-shares now are slightly lower than
in 2013, a reflection of the doubling or
tripling in Green strength.
It would not be surprising if, on election
day, the New Democrats took 42.0-43.0
per cent of all valid votes in the Lower
Mainland, while the BC Liberals and
Greens garnered 37.0-38.0 per cent and
20.0 per cent respect.
If that is the case, at least a few seats
may be expected to change hands, shifting from the BC Liberal Party to the New
Democrats. Essentially, it boils down to
a simple question, can the NDP prevail
in more than half – 25 – of the Lower
Mainland’s 48 electoral districts?
Again, the opposition party took 17 seats
in the region in 2013 – victory in 2017
probably will depend on picking off a
minimum of eight seats from the BC
Liberal column.
Some relatively easy victories might be
recorded in Delta North, Surrey-Fleetwood, Burnaby North, Port Moody-Coquitlam, Maple Ridge-Pitt Meadows and
Vancouver-Fraserview, and perhaps even
Coquitlam-Burke Mountain, a riding the
NDP won in a 2016 by-election.
Still, Horgan also likely would need
to add ridings such as North Vancouver-Lonsdale, Maple Ridge-Mission and
Vancouver-Langara, to ensure victory.
That said, recent polls show any number of possible outcomes. A BC Liberal
win is just as likely as one by the New
Democrats, and there also is a reasonable
expectation of a minority government.
(One scenario would have the two major
parties with 43 and 42 seats, and the
Greens holding the balance of power
with two.)
Polls are flawed and often inaccurate, but
they’re one of the few ways to assess the
current election contest now underway.
And, today, the race looks to be nailbitingly close.

Phoenix
Strategies

Inc.

On April 24 – 13 days into B.C.’s 41st
general election campaign – the province’s
news media trumpeted a sensational story.

The news release highlighted the sizeable
– more than $672,000 in 2016 – donations
made by the USW to the BC New Democrats. Horgan, the BC Liberals charged,
‘Steelworkers union paying salaries of top ‘refuses to tell British Columbians what he
BC NDP campaign staffers,’ declared a
promised to give the United Steelworkers
piece in the Globe and Mail newspaper. Not of America in return.’
long thereafter, the Vancouver Sun followed
with a near-identical headline: ‘Steelwork- Later, a second BC Liberal news release
ers paying salaries of senior NDP staff.’
blasted Horgan because Leo Gerard,
President of the Steelworkers’ Union, had
The news was that the United Steelworkparticipated in a much-publicized meeting
ers of America (USW) – an ‘international’ in the Oval Office with Donald Trump,
union with more than 860,000 members
President of the United States.
in Canada and the United States, headquartered in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania – is
Clearly, strategists running the BC Liberal
paying the salaries for some of the political Party’s election campaign believe benefits
operatives overseeing the New Democratic may accrue from connecting Horgan’s
Party’s election campaign.
NDP with a union whose head office is in
Pittsburgh. In that regard, a few points are
One of those individuals is Bob Dewar, a
worth noting.
veteran NDP organizer from Manitoba, who
moved to B.C. in the summer of 2016 to
First, Leo Gerard is a Canadian, born and
take a job as Chief of Staff to party Leader, raised in Ontario, near Sudbury. He won
John Horgan.
election as President of the Steelworkers
in 2001.
The news quickly was pounced on by the
governing BC Liberal Party, which issued
Second, the USW’s importance in B.C.
a news release that declared, ‘Horgan Still largely stems from a merger in 2004 with
Stands With U.S. Donors over B.C.
the International Woodworkers’ of AmerWorkers.’
ica (IWA), the union that for about six
decades had represented the vast majority
Strikingly, it was the third such BC Liberal of the province’s forestry workers.
news release in just two weeks that specifically referred to a connection between
And, third, while the Steelworkers’ 2016
Horgan and the Steelworkers.
donation was sizeable, it was dwarfed by
considerably larger financial contributions
On April 12, the day after the campaign got made by corporations over the last two
underway, the governing party had put out decades to the BC Liberal Party.
a release with the headline, ‘John Horgan’s
BC NDP Election Campaign: Brought to
Teck Resources, for example, has given $2
you by United Steelworkers of America.’
million to the governing party over the last
decade, and the New Car Dealers’ Association has coughed up $1.3 million. Last
Photo Credits:
year alone, corporate donations to the BC
P. 1 - Leaders - City TV
Liberal Party added up to $6.5 million.
P. 7 - Sanford - The Province
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Not surprisingly, members of the province’s news media wanted to know, since
the BC Liberals believe the New Democratic Party is beholden to its donors, what
does the governing party expect to provide
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to its deep-pocketed supporters?
“It is not the same,” Premier Christy
Clark replied. She added: “I mean, everybody takes donations, but the thing is, does
the donation change your decision? ... In
John Horgan’s case it does.”
***
Lost in the hubbub was a larger and, possibly, more important question. How much
have B.C. taxpayers paid for election-campaign operatives to work for the major
political parties?
Dewar, after all, was recruited to B.C. to
work in Horgan’s legislative office – with
his salary paid by provincial taxpayers.
Usually, public servants who intend to
work full-time on an election campaign
will obtain a leave-of-absence for the
duration.
Presumably, Dewar was on the public payroll from his arrival in B.C. last summer
until April 11, when the election writs were
dropped, and then he shifted over to the
Steelworkers’ payroll.
In a similar situation is Michele Cadario,
Deputy Chief of Staff to Premier Clark.
A long-time federal Liberal operative –
she played a key backroom role in Paul
Martin’s 2003 ouster of Prime Minister
Jean Chretien – she landed on the public
payroll soon after Clark’s re-election in
2013.
Cadario is paid about $180,000 annually
– courtesy of B.C. taxpayers – to perform
a variety of political tasks for the Premier.
Once the election writs were dropped,
however, she began working for the BC
Liberal Party (and its donors), overseeing
‘voter identification.’
After the election, depending on the party
that wins power on May 9, either Dewar
or Cadario – and many others – will return
to the public payroll. And that may be the
real outrage.
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