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The NMTA board of directors recently issued an RFP
for contract lobbying services for the upcoming 2015
legislative session and beyond. The primary objective
of hiring a professional lobbyist is to introduce
legislation and advocate for the passage of that
legislation to provide additional funding for the
purchase of local transit provider vehicles as well as
to procure operational funding assistance for those
public entities that provide public transportation to
varying degrees. The lobbying firm of J.D. Bullington
Government Relations (JDBGR) was awarded a
one-year contract that requires several deliverables
from JDBGR.
First and foremost, a strategic plan outlining the
steps to be taken in order to establish new funding
sources for public transit has been created, and
JDBGR is now working closely with NMTA board
members on implementing the first phases of that
strategy. Second, JDBGR will be drafting legislation
that seeks to establish a capital fund and an
operational fund that can receive appropriations,
grants and investments from various sources that

NMTA TO SEEK LEGISLATIVE FUNDING FOR
TRANSPORTATION
When the New Mexico Legislature convenes in Santa
Fe the third Tuesday in January, lawmakers will be
asked to set up a capital outlay fund for road
construction and reconstruction, a portion of which
will be dedicated for local public transportation
vehicles and facilities. A second bill will establish a
road maintenance fund, a portion of which can be
used to fund public transportation operations.
“With federal transportation funds diminishing and
virtually no state funds going to support public
transportation, it’s time to ask the state to help fund
the growing public transportation needs in New
Mexico,” said Jon Bulthuis, president of the New

may be applied toward the purchase of assets such as
vehicles and facilities, as well as operational expenses
incurred by public transit entities.
The NMTA and JDBGR are in the process of
assembling a coalition of support from several other
stakeholders, including the Associated Contractors,
MRCOG, the NM Association of Counties and the NM
Municipal League. Meetings and presentations are
currently underway with these groups and others,
and meetings are occurring with individual lawmakers
and legislative staff.
This advocacy effort will require a commitment of
time and resources on the part of all the stakeholders
who have an interest in helping the proposed
legislation get passed by the Legislature and signed
by the governor. The NMTA will keep its members
informed with regular updates on the progress that is
being made toward the fulfillment of its key
objectives, and the NMTA may ask for additional
support from its members to help pass this critical
legislation in the months ahead.

Mexico Transit Association (NMTA).
Bulthuis said the NMTA Board of Directors is a strong
advocate for more funds for public transportation.
NMTA’s board recently hired the JD Bullington
Government Relations firm to help secure funds for
public transportation.
Bulthuis noted that New Mexico’s roads are in need
of repairs and that NMTA understands that need. He
pointed out that it is also very important to set aside
money for those New Mexicans who rely on public
transportation to get to and from work, the doctor,
the grocery store and to stay engaged socially by
traveling to community events.
The proposed legislation will not require new taxes.
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News from NM Transit Association
REGIONAL TRANSIT TAX DEFEATED
BY VOTERS

A regional transit tax that would have
continued some pilot transportation projects
and allowed for expanded services in rural
Dona Aña and Sierra counties was defeated
by voters in those two counties on
November 4.
An article in the Las Cruces Sun News
following the election said, “A proposed ¼ of
1 percent GRT, or sales tax, increase that
would have generated about $9.8 million per
year to operate bus routes throughout the
south county, the north county and the East
Mesa was on the ballot last week. But 58
percent of Dona Aña County voters opposed

the tax. A separate-but related bus tax
question posed to voters in Sierra County
also failed. Had it passed, it would have
generated another half million dollars per
year toward the expansions in that region.”
Many new bus services that were added in
2014 from Elephant Butte and Truth or
Consequences into Las Cruces have been
halted as have services from Las Cruces to
Sunland Park, Anthony and Chaparral.
Dona Aña County Commissioner Wayne
Hancock, who serves on the South Central
Regional Transit District Board of Directors,
said “We have suspended (temporarily
services) for rural Dona Aña and Sierra
counties.”
He added, “We are
contemplating alternative finance methods
and continuing to work on solutions.”
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News from NM Department of Transportation
TRANSIT VEHICLE PRICE
AGREEMENT

passenger seats with two (2) wheelchair
seats. The vendors offer many different
options in between these seating
capacities.

Alas! The New Mexico Department of
Transportation – Transit and Rail Division
has a Price Agreement for transit vehicles.
On November 1, 2014, four separate price
agreements were awarded by the New
Mexico General Services Division to the
vendors who had submitted bids. The four
vehicle categories are Low Floor Bus,
Paratransit Vehicle (#50-805-14-11787),
Small to Medium Sized Bus (#50-805-1411788), Twenty-eight Passenger Transit Bus
(#50-805-14-11789), and Purpose Built,
Medium/Heavy Duty Accessible Transit Bus
(#50-805-14-11789). The term of these
price agreements began on November 1,
2014 and will expire on October 31, 2015. A
new vehicle price agreement will be
awarded before the existing agreements
expire.

In the Twenty-eight Passenger Transit Bus
(#50-805-14-11789) price agreement, the
two (2) vendors who received the award
were Creative Bus Sales and National Bus
Sales and Leasing. In this category the
vehicles are 2014-2015 model year, the
vehicles range from 29 passenger seating
with two (2) wheelchair seats up to 32
passenger seating with two (2) wheelchair
seats. There are adds and deletes option
pricing, which provides a custom vehicle
designed for specific needs.

In the Low Floor Bus, Paratransit Vehicle
(#50-805-14-11787) price agreement, the
two (2) vendors who submitted bids and
were awarded the contract were, Creative
Bus Sales and National Bus Sales and
Leasing. Each vendor offers several
different 2014-2015 bus models to choose
from to purchase the vehicle.
In the Small to Medium Sized Bus (#50-80514-11788) price agreement, the three (3)
vendors who submitted bids and were
awarded the contract were, Creative Bus
Sales, Don Chalmers Ford, and National Bus
Sales and Leasing. In this category the
vehicles are accessible small and mid-sized,
body on chassis vehicles approximately 20
feet to 25 feet. The base model floor plans
for this price agreement includes vehicles
ranging from seven (7) passenger seating
with two (2) wheelchair seats up to 20

In the Purpose Built, Medium/Heavy Duty
Accessible Transit Bus (#50-805-14-11789)
price agreement, the three (3) vendors who
received the award were Creative Bus
Sales, National Bus Sales and Leasing, and
New Flyer of America. In this category the
vehicles are 2014-2015 model year, the
vehicles range from 16 passenger seating
with two (2) wheelchair seats up to 40
passenger seating with two (2) wheelchair
seats. The adds and deletes option pricing
will give each agency numerous choices for
specific needs when purchasing a transit
vehicle.
The price agreements can be found on the
New Mexico Department of Transportation
– Transit and Rail Division’s web page
located at http://dot.state.nm.us/content/
nmdot/en/Transit_Rail.html.
For more information, please contact
Marcy Eppler at (505) 827-5435 or
marsha.eppler@state.nm.us.

News from
New Mexico
Department of
Transportation
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SAVE THE DATE...

When:
Saturday, April 25 and
Sunday, April 26, 2015

Where:
Isleta Hotel and Resort



Saturday, April 25, 2015
Bus and Van Road-eo



Sunday, April 26, 2015
Large Bus Road-eo



Sunday, April 26, 2015
Awards Luncheon

Look for more information and
Registration in the days to come…

Hope to see you at the Road-eo!!!!
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“Annual Ridership Reaches Record
High 54,000 Riders in FY 14”

Hobbs
Express,
the
local
public
transportation system serving the City of
Hobbs, exceeded its peak annual ridership
with more than 54,000 trips in Federal
Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 surpassing the record
set in FY 2013 of 43,000 trips. Operated
with partial funding from the Federal
Transit Administration, the program
operates under the Federal fiscal year which
is October 1 to September 30.

Hobbs. The red, blue and green routes each
stop at multiple points along a fixed route
at the same time each hour, with
connecting points to transfer to a different
route. Fare cost is $1.00. Hobbs Express
operates Monday through Saturday from
7:00 am to 5:00 pm. Demand response/
paratransit services are available by
reserving a ride in advance by calling Hobbs
Express at 397-9290.
Hobbs Express first began operations in
1989 with an annual ridership of 3,900
riders. Steady growth is attributed to the
growing economic growth in the
community.

“The use of public transportation is
becoming more relevant in the daily lives of
our Hobbs residents,” said Jan Fletcher, City
Clerk and Public Transportation Director.
Ridership has seen a steady growth over the
last few years, increasing by 25% over FY
13.
J. J. Murphy, Hobbs City Manager, stated,
“We will continue to plan and build a
transportation system for the future growth
of our community”.
Looking ahead, FY 2015 appears to be on
the same upward trend, as the past two
months have broken the record for monthly
riders, with September being at an all-time
high of 5,974.
“These ridership numbers bring into focus
how important public transit is to
residents,” said Hobbs Mayor, Sam
Cobb. “We will continue to make the public
transportation options the best they can
possibly be and to provide our riders with
an experience that will make them want to
continue to use public transportation.”
Hobbs Express offers three fixed routes
operating hourly throughout the City of

Get the latest news by following
Hobbs Express on Facebook or
visiting the website at http://
hobbsnm.org/transportation.html

Highlighting
A
New Mexico
Transportation
Provider
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ABQ RIDE Celebrating its 50th
Annual Luminaria Tour

News
From

Celebration Begins a Year of
Acclaiming Transit Department’s 50
Years of Service

ABQ Ride

For 50 years, ABQ RIDE has been making
Christmastime memories with its annual
Luminaria Tour. The then, newly-formed
Albuquerque Transit System first began its
Christmas Eve tour for city residents in 1965, to
help cut down on cars going through the
Country Club neighborhoods. For 50 cents, tour
goers were bussed from the old City Auditorium
in Downtown (where Heart Hospital now
stands) to luminaria-adorned neighborhoods.
However at the time, it wasn’t the only
luminaria tour in town. Since 1955, the
Chamber of Commerce had been operating
another Christmas Eve tour free for out-of-town
guests. And this granddaddy of all Luminaria
Tours actually began as a simple act of kindness
by a Good Samaritan in 1953.
According to an account in the Dec. 24, 1969
edition of the Albuquerque Tribune, on
Christmas Eve, Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Ruch took

pity on a young Army lieutenant and his
pregnant wife who were forced to stay in town
overnight on their way to Illinois. Their car had
been in an accident and was being repaired in
the Ruch’s Downtown auto shop.
“Our research shows that the Ruchs felt sorry
for the stranded couple and couldn’t get them
out of their minds. So they drove to the
couple’s motel and invited them to see the
luminarias,” said Bruce Rizzieri, Director of
ABQ RIDE. “The couple was very thankful
and said so in a Christmas card the next
year.”
Mrs. Ruch happened to take that card, along
with other personal mail to a meeting of the
Chamber
of
Commerce’s
Tourism
Committee. As she read it out loud, it piqued
the interest of committee chairman Rex
Borough, who reportedly said “Say, why
don’t we do that this (coming) year?” So in
1955, the Chamber of Commerce began a
free Christmas Eve tour for hotel and motel
guests. A caravan of cars would meet at 14th
and Coal SW (now Broadcast Plaza) and then
wind its way through luminaria-filled neighborhoods. The tour grew so much, the Chamber
eventually began to charter buses and drivers
from the privately-owned Albuquerque Bus
Company, the forerunner of ABQ RIDE.
“We got volunteers who boarded the buses as
guides and hosts,” said Mary Kay Cline, who
began working for the Albuquerque Chamber of
Commerce in 1970 (and is a former president
and CEO of the Albuquerque Convention and
Visitors Bureau). “There were people who were
volunteer guides for years. It was part of their
Christmas and our Christmas.” This free tour
ran until the late 1970’s. That’s when rising
costs and traffic issues in the luminaria
neighborhoods
ended
the
Chamber’s
participation.
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But the Albuquerque Transit System, later
called Sun Tran and then in 2004, ABQ RIDE
continued the Christmas Eve tour. The base of
operations went from old Civic Auditorium, to
the streets adjacent to “The Pit,” and then to
the east parking lot of University Stadium. Tour
operations finally moved to the more
weather-friendly Albuquerque Convention
Center in 2009.
Retired driver Sammy Duran (who drove city
buses from 1959-1984) remembers those early
years of the Tour as a special time. “Nobody
was unhappy; it was Christmas and we were
young! “said Duran. “And we’d get off early
enough to still come home and be with the
family. It was enjoyable.”
“For the past 50 years, we’ve been honored to
be part of Albuquerque’s Christmas tradition,”
said Mayor Richard J. Berry. “And we look
forward to providing Christmas memories for
the next 50 years.”

This remembrance of ABQ RIDE’s 50th
Luminaria Tour begins a year-long celebration
by the Transit Department of its 50 years of
service to Albuquerque. Among several
activities planned in 2015 include a celebration
at the Alvarado Transportation Center later in
the year. It will not only focus on ABQ RIDE’s
past, but also its future with the dawning of
Albuquerque Rapid Transit (ART).
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News from

NCRTD Receives FTA Administrator’s
Award for Outstanding
Public Service in Rural Public
Transportation
In October, the North Central Regional Transit
District was honored with the Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) Administrator’s Award for
Outstanding Public Service in Rural Public
Transportation.

North
Central
Regional
Transit
District

The Award was presented to NCRTD Executive
Director Anthony Mortillaro by FTA Acting
Administrator, Therese McMillan, during the
21st National Conference on Rural Public and
Intercity Bus Transportation conference in
Monterey, California.

According to Anthony Mortillaro, executive
director at the NCRTD, “I think that all the
residents of north central New Mexico can
share and take pride in this award. When the
NCRTD was certified as the first regional transit
district in the state of New Mexico ten years
ago there were many who dreamed that a more
than 10,000 square mile, four-county area of
northern New Mexico could be connected by a
network of bus transit routes to provide
residents of rural areas access to jobs,
education, medical and quality- of-life services.
This acknowledgement shows that we can
make it happen,” he concluded.
The NCRTD is pleased and honored to have
been recognized for this award.

In a letter acknowledging the Award, the FTA
stated that, “This year’s award features rural
transit providers who improved the mobility of
Americans in rural areas, allowing them better
access to employment, training, education and
other services that provide ‘Ladders of
Opportunity.’ North Central Regional Transit
District’s application successfully addressed all
the evaluation criteria, and demonstrated that
its services are a vital link in building Ladders for
your community.”
David C. Harris, Transit Bureau Chief for the
New Mexico Department of Transportation,
nominated the NCRTD and in a letter stated, “I
am honored to nominate the North Central
Regional Transit District (NCRTD) for the FTA
Administrator’s Award. To say that the NCRTD
has more than fulfilled the tenets of the New
Mexico Regional Transit District Act in its first
ten years would not overstate its impact, not
only on New Mexico, but more importantly on
the communities it serves. It has developed into
a model for rural transit within the State and
beyond.”
NCRTD Board Chair, Taos County Commissioner
and Mayor of the Town of Taos, Daniel Barrone
stated, “It is an honor to be receiving this award
from the Federal Transit Administration. I
would like to acknowledge NCRTD current and
past members who have served on this Board,
as well as the employees, who have all worked
hard to ensure that we achieve this mission
which is reflected in this national award of
prominence.”

David Harris, Transit Bureau Chief at New Mexico
Department of Transportation, congratulating
NCRTD on our recent award from the FTA at the last
board meeting.

Anthony Mortillaro sharing the award with
Vice Chair and Santa Fe County Commissioner,
Miguel Chavez
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Town of Taos Joins NCRTD

It is a pleasure to welcome the Town of Taos to
the NCRTD family. We are sure that they will
soon feel the sense of pride we share in
belonging to this growing organization. The
NCRTD is excited for the Town of Taos to take
advantage of the many benefits of
membership. In addition they will be able to
use the NCRTD as both a forum for the
exchange of innovative ideas and as a resource
for current developments in public transit for
Northern New Mexico.
Named to represent the Town on the NCRTD
Board is Town of Taos Mayor Daniel Barrone.
As a commissioner representing Taos County,
Barrone has served as Board Chair since 2012.
His
seat
on
the
County
Commission
will
expire
in
January.

The NCRTD Board is composed of thirteen city
councilors, county commissioners and tribal
representatives
from
throughout
the
four-county District. The addition of the Town
of Taos brings the number now to fourteen.
Rio Metro RTD also serves as an ex-officio/
non-voting member.
The NCRTD has served the Town of Taos since
2008. The company’s signature “Blue Buses”
provide additional transit connections to Los
Alamos Atomic City Transit, New Mexico Rail
Runner, Santa Fe Trails, New Mexico Park and
Ride, Taos Chile Line and Red River Miner’s
Transit.

PAGE 12

News from

Rio Metro Launches Pilot Project to
Give Free Annual Train Passes to
Veterans
Our veterans can now ride the New Mexico
Rail Runner Express for free. The Rio Metro
Regional Transit District recently launched a
pilot program that gives veterans with a VHIC
(VA Card) an annual pass to ride the train. The
program began on Veterans Day 2014, and
runs through December 31, 2015.

Rio Metro Regional
Transit
District

In addition to being accepted on the train, the
annual pass also gives veterans the ability to
connect to many local transit systems at no
cost, including Rio Metro Regional Transit
District, ABQ RIDE and Santa Fe Trails. This
gives pass holders the opportunity to travel to
many destinations throughout central and
northern New Mexico, including the VA
Hospital, school, work, medical appointments
and more.
“This is a tremendous opportunity to serve
those who have served us,” says Albuquerque
City Councilor Rey Garduño, Chair of the Rio
Metro Board. “The Rail Runner provides a 100mile corridor to connect New Mexico’s
veterans to many places they need to go.
There are also a number of other transit
connections from the many Rail Runner
stations that will also get them connected to
much needed services,” added Councilor
Garduño.
Getting the free pass is simple. Veterans just
need to stop by the Rio Metro customer
service office anytime between 9 a.m. and 4
p.m. Monday through Friday and bring their
VHIC (VA Card) with them. Rio Metro staff will
take their picture and generate the pass
on-site.

Rio Metro is also planning several outreach
events throughout the region at which
veterans can get their annual pass. This will
make obtaining a pass easier for those who
live in some of the more rural communities, as
they won’t have to travel as far as
Albuquerque to get their pass.
As of December 4, 2014, Rio Metro Regional
Transit District has issued 1750 annual passes
to veterans. Approximately 700 of those
passes were generated outside of the office at
outreach events in Albuquerque and Santa Fe,
including a very successful event at the VA
Hospital.
There are a number of other efforts underway
aimed at assisting New Mexico’s veterans,
especially for those in rural communities
throughout the state, including the
development of a well-branded easy-to-use
website that puts a direct and comprehensive
focus on helping veterans connect to services
online and in their community. This website,
which will be supported by a call center, is
being funded by Federal Transportation
Administration grant funds. Additionally, the
New Mexico Department of Veterans Services
is providing the support to sustain ongoing
staffing and maintenance of the website into
the future. Completion of the “Vet Connect”
website is slated for the summer of 2015.
This pass has been made possible by the
ongoing collaborative efforts between the Mid
-Region Council of Governments (MRCOG), the
New Mexico Department of Veterans Services
(NMDVS), the New Mexico Department of
Workforce Solutions (NMDWS), and the City of
Albuquerque.
Vietnam Veteran
and Purple Heart
recipient Stephen
Bailey receives one
of the first Veterans
Passes from
Michael Jiron, VTI
Project Manager,
during the
November 10, 2014
press conference.

Save the Date:
Upcoming Conference, Expo and Road-eo


2015 SWTA and NM Transit Conference and Expo
When: March 1st - March 4th, 2015
Where: Santa Fe Community Convention Center
(More information can be found on Pages 4 & 5 of this newsletter)



2015 NM Transit Road-eo
When: April 25th, 2015 (Large Bus Road-eo)
April 26th, 2015 (Bus and Van Road-eo)
Where: Isleta Hotel Resort
Look for more information in the weeks to come!

Upcoming NMTA Quarterly Training Opportunities


ADA Sensitivity and Passenger Suspension
Policies, facilitated by John Cleveland PH.D.
Transit Civil Rights Consultant
When: Thursday, May 14th and Friday,
May 15th, 2015

Phone: 505-796-8377
P.O. Box 15272
Rio Rancho, NM 87174

Fax: 505-212-0525
E-mail:
info@nmpta.com

