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This month promises to be a busy
one with honoring graduates;
welcoming our new keyboardist,
Ben Jones from St. Paul’s, honoring
mothers; celebrating the festival of
Pentecost, the birthday of the
church and on the same day honoring Memorial Day when we remember all those who have died in
defense of our country. Finally we
end the month with Holy Trinity
Sunday when we can give thanks to
God for the gift of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit who never leave us
alone. Wow, that is a lot!
Our Synod Assembly is June 5-6
and among other things we will be
electing a new Bishop. I ask your
prayers for the discernment of all
the voting members and the willing-

Hello, again,
Lots of excitement in our family as
Meghann gave birth to a baby girl,
Elin Von Adkins, on April 15th. She
and husband Jordan live in Cincinnati., so we have been coming and
going a lot.
Elin weighed 6 lbs 7 oz and was 193/4” at birth but had gained 9 oz on

ness of the clergy to be open to the
Call of God. I also ask your prayers
for our Bishop, Reverend Ralph
Dunkin, who will step down in
August after 18 years of service as
our Bishop!
We are increasing our involvement
with other churches in Barboursville in feeding the hungry once a
month. See elsewhere for more information on that. With help of
State Senator and Lutheran Pastor
John Unger the Ministerial in
Barboursville is exploring the
possibility of one of our churches
being a feeding station for lunch
this summer for hungry youth in
our community. The food would be
supplied through the Cabell County
Board of Education – more on this

the first visit to her pediatrician.
Needless to say life has changed for
Mom and Dad. I knew they might
be in for many
surprises when
Meg asked,
“Do babies cry
a lot? I think
something is
wrong!”

later as plans develop!
We continue to struggle with
financial stewardship. If you read
your newsletters you will see that
while we have had some good Sundays and are keeping expenses to a
minimum we are not meeting the
needs of the ministry here in this
place. We do understand that the
weather in February was particularly
nasty, but the needs of the church
continue whether we are present or
not. Please pray over this and see if
you can step up in your financial
support of our ministry!
As I believe all of you know we
received an anonymous gift of
(continued on page 2)

Creation Designs will be sprucing
up the plants around church. Boxwood will replace the dead plants
around the air conditioning unit
with a fence installed around the
front and sides so they will not be
seen from the front. Also English
ivy will be planted on the slope in
front of them. All the metal borders
will be put back into the ground
(continued on page 3)
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$50,000 late last year. The donor
specified that none of the money
can go to the annual budget or
the daily expenses of the church.
This gift will likely continue for
several years annually, probably
at a somewhat smaller amount.
Council, with the donor’s
permission, set aside $20,000 for
support of the ELCA wide
Youth Gathering this summer;
running electricity to the pavilion
and putting lights up there and
repairing our parking lot where it
starts up the hill by the kitchen.
According to our gift policy you,
at the congregational meeting,
voted on how to distribute the
rest, $30,000, of the money.
Council has given some of that
to ECCHO because of their
great need and also to Community Lutheran Partners for their
“Not One More Child Project”
to help supply smoke alarms with
a 10-year battery for those in
need. Council will continue to
determine how those funds can
best be used in accordance with
gift policy and the decisions at
the Congregational meeting.
A portion of the gift went to our
Endowment Fund and will do so

and installed in a better way so they
won’t freeze and pop up in winter.
The memory garden and labyrinth
has been changed again but no
doubt will be completed during the
summer months.
Again, this is a reminder that adult

with every unassigned gift which will
eventually give us an even greater
ability to do ministry in the future
when we can draw on the interest in
that fund for ministry purposes!

in scripture and God’s mission for us
where we serve. It uses mostly the
Book of Acts as that is the story of
the young church and involves the
whole congregation in the process.

St. Paul’s has called a new Pastor
who will start on June 15th; they
voted April 26. I will miss being
there as I have gotten to know many
of the people there well but will also
enjoy working with one congregation
again. This has been my fourth time
to be an Interim and I give thanks to
God for each of these opportunities
to serve. I know there has been some
resistance here to this service but I
want to remind you that we are all
God’s children in God’s church
serving God’s, not our, mission. I
hope the fellowship and ministry we
have developed with SP continues
and grows and that Cross of Grace
continues to work with both of us!

That is why we have been doing brief
Bible studies of Acts during worship,
for RTR is aimed not at the team or
the Council but the whole congregation. In order to reground ourselves
in scripture and mission requires us
to step out of our comfort zone in
order to better serve God’s mission.

As you know, we are in a process
called Road to Renewal, RTR.
Several clergy and laity across the
Synod were invited to join the Synod
RTR team and were trained by the
ELCA. It is at least a two year
process with three training sessions
for congregational RTR teams and a
coach from the Synod Team working
with each congregation. It is
designed to reground congregations

We cannot just continue doing what
we have been doing for that is not
working. We are not growing in a
deeper relationship with Christ,
reaching out into the community and
asking ourselves how we must
change in order not to please
ourselves but to serve God. That is
why we go to church, to learn as
Jesus said how to “feed my sheeptend my sheep.” We are called into a
community called church to serve
God and the neighbor. RTR is one
way to explore how better to do that
and I urge your active participation
in that process in order to be the
church.
May God bless you so that you may
be a blessing to others.
Pastor Carl

Sunday school continues its study
of the New Testament. There is
always fresh coffee and donuts. If
you’re there by 10:15 you will be on
time. No reason to stay away!

and the unchurched.

Youth Sunday school will break for
summer, and VBS will be in July for
our younger members and friends

Love, Sunny

Enjoy the spring weather and may
God bless all of you with His
perfect peace.
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1st Monday DINNER

Ruby Tuesday’s
May 4, 6:30 p.m.
Sign up on the narthex bulletin board or call Anita
Howard if you plan to come so she knows how many
places to reserve. 304-736-0067 We have great fun,
so please come join us for lots of laughter and a good
meal among our sisters and brothers!

Dollars and Sense

ECCHO
Item of the Month

Treasurer’s Report
3/1/2015 through 3/31/2015
Income
Envelope
Plate
Interest
Misc. Income
Misc. Designated Funds
Total Income

11,920.00
48.00
46.06
80.00
1,059.80
13,153.86

Expense
Mission Support
Pastor's Salary & Allow.
Other Salaries & Allow.
Worship
Office
Property
Total Expense

623.00
8,356.62
806.92
106.14
194.19
830.02
10,916.89

Grand Total

2,236.97

Peanut butter
and jelly

IN OUR PRAYERS: Maria Hager, Sarah Metz, Bob
Troy, Carolyn Breisler & sister Marion, Margy Barrett, Flo
Williams, Wailana Grove, Willie Smotherman, Winnie
Rice, Donald McClain, and Pastor Ed Bowen

SUN

MON

TUE

5

WED

3

4

10 am Adult SS
10:15 Youth SS
11 am Worship
7:30 pm YG

9:30-11:30 am
Praise Painters
5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise classes
6:30 Ruby T’s

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise classes

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise classes

10

11

12

13

10 am Adult SS
10:15 Youth SS
11 am Worship
Mother’s Day
Honor Grads
7:30 pm YG

9:30-11:30 a.m.
Praise Painters

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise classes

5:30 -7:30 pm
Exercise classes

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise classes

17

18

19

20

10 am Adult SS 9:30-11:30 am
10:15 Youth SS Praise Painters
11 am Worship

6

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise classes

24

25

10 am Adult SS
11 am Worship

9:30-11:30 am
Praise Painters

Pentecost with
Render the
Hearts

Memorial Day
Office Closed

7:30 pm YG

31
10 am Adult SS
11 am Worship
12:30 RTR

7:30 pm YG

5:30-7:30 pm

7

FRI

1

8

SAT

29
9-11 am
Exercise classes

14

15

16
9-11 am
Exercise classes

21

22

23
9-11 am
Exercise classes

5:30 -7:30 pm
Exercise classes

12:30 RTR
7:30 pm YG

THU

7 pm Council

26

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise classes

27

28

29

30
9-11 am
Exercise Classes

Deadline to submit articles for
the Proclamation
5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise classes

5:30-7:30 pm
Exercise classes

3-5 Dinner for
Hungry @
First UMC
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Keyboardist
At their April 21st, meeting,
the Council hired Ben Thomas
as our “permanent” keyboardist, effective May 1st. He is
a student at Marshall and a
member of St. Paul’s Lutheran

Meeting
May 19th
@ 7 p.m.

Church. He will be on a study

Happy Birthday!!!

abroad program in Oxford,

1-Starla Kisling

England this summer, so

5-John Perry

Tanner Pope will again
substitute for him May 31st

15-Tim Browning

through the end of July. We

26-Wailana Grove

are all very excited to have

28-Patsy Ross

Ben, with Tanner as his sub!

Assisting Minister - John Perry
Acolyte - Jon Day
May 3

May 10

May 17

May 24

May 31

Greeter

Christy Ward

Keith Ward

Carolyn Breisler

Jim Fankhanel

Kathy E-A

Ushers

Patsy McComas
Jane Peterson

Harry Peterson
Tom Kisling

Winnie Rice
Linda Van Matre

Kitty Kelly-Smoot
Lois Broyles

Dean and Cathy
Twedt

Altar Care

Jane Peterson

Carolyn Breisler

Anita Howard

Barbara Cook

Cathy Twedt

Counters

Dee Fike
Charlie Smoot

Becky Metz
Ben Day

Barbara Cook
John Perry

Kitty Kelly-Smoot
Carolyn Breisler

Patsy McComas
Jean Day

Nursery

Christy and
Faith Ward

Kathy
Eckstam-Ames

Barbara Cook

Kirsten Cook
Jon Day

Kerrianna &
Paula

Baked
Goods

Kislings

open

open

open

open
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Tidbits...
Thank you!
To the men who prepared an awesome breakfast on Easter morn,
and all the men and women who
helped get the food and fellowship hall ready for the breakfast.

Those In Our
Congregation Who
Are Graduating…
Devin Ames, CMHS
Cassie Hynus, Marshall Univ.
Annie Kisling, Marshall Univ.

To Terry Adams for putting
weather-proofing strips on the
kitchen door so fewer bugs and
critters find their way into our
building…
To those who contributed to
Branches Domestic Violence
Shelter; CTK raised over $600!

May’s Activities
10: We will honor mothers and
graduates. Please let the Secretary know by May 6th if you
would like to include any graduates on our list in the bulletin.
17: Last day of Sunday School
for the summer. Road to Renewal
Day: full worship service included! RTR activities based on
Acts 19:1-19
24: Pentecost Celebration with
Render the Hearts Band. Pastor
Carl and the youth will lead the
service. We will also do some
Memorial Day remembrance
activities.
31: Road to Renewal Day: full
worship service included!

Conquering Challenges With God’s
Mighty Power.” Our first challenge
is to get everyone’s help in asking
children to participate! Many of our
own have aged out. We already
have volunteers on the ready for
most of the positions! St. Paul’s
will host a VBS later in July in case
you cannot attend ours.

Clara Metz, Marshall Univ.
CONGRATULATIONS!!!

Refreshments
The calendar is wide open for
people to volunteer to bring in
refreshments! Hint….hint…

Camp Luther,
June 21-27, 2015
Registration forms for Camp
Luther have arrived! Anyone who
has completed third grade through
their senior year in high school is
eligible to attend. The cost is
$210 per person, the value is
transformational and priceless.
The special offering on the first
Sunday of June will help defray
the costs of families who need
financial assistance. Ask Pastor
Carl for the registration forms.

Vacation Bible School
CTK will host its VBS this year
July 6-10 in the evening. The
program is called “Everest:

Lutheran World Relief
Send donations to ELCA, ELCA
Gifts Processing Center, PO Box
1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
and write “Nepal Area Earthquake”
if you want to help LWR help
earthquake victims. You may also
pray, or make quilts or personal
care kits for victims. Details and
updates at lwr.org
At the time of this printing, over
6800 people had perished and the
majority of homes near the earthquake had been severely damaged
or destroyed. LWR was already
situated in Kathmandu when the
quake hit so they were able to help
immediately.

Quotes for Mother’s…
...on the last pages of this newsletter were compiled by Jane Alder,
member of Celebration Lutheran
Church in Westland, Michigan, and
Kathy Eckstam-Ames
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Orthodoxy and Pietism
The Augsburg Confession of
1530 was the first full and public
statement of Lutheran theology.
Luther’s supporters and successors were not satisfied with the
Confession’s lack of detail. For
the next century, “[they] in their
polemics with the Roman Catholics and the Calvinists, had produced precise, exact, and
systematic doctrinal formulations...the range of theological
inquiry and answers had been
fixed by the church’s confessions.” (Nelson 1980:149)

and lay involvement in the works
of evangelism, missions, and
mercy. (Nelson 1980:149)

Orthodoxy was challenged: “But
for many correctness of doctrine
was a cold and sterile matter. The
long decades of warfare, famine,
and pestilence of the sixteenth
and early seventeenth centuries
had produced a yearning for the
kind of religion that warmed the
heart and set the soul on fire
with assurance and certainty…
Pietism broke the hold of orthodoxy…(Nelson 1980:149)

Both orthodoxy, a strict understanding of the Augsburg Confession of 1530 and pietism, a loose
interpretation of the same, have
been present in the USA from the
time of the first settlers. The
theological split between The
Lutheran Theological Seminary at
Philadelphia and The Lutheran
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg took place in large part as a
result of these difference; the former favoring orthodoxy, and the
latter, pietism.

Pietism originated in Germany
and was quickly established
thereafter in Scandinavia. “One
of the chief characteristics of pietism...was the conventicle, a small
group of Christmas who met apart
from the regular worship of the
congregation for Bible Study,
prayer, and mutual edification…
[In general,] pietism was characterized by strong lay leadership

It emphasized one’s Christian life
rather than doctrine. Significantly, it was the pietist circles in
Europe which responded most
quickly and generously to appeals
for help from America.” (Nelson
1980:63) For this reason, pietism
has been the dominant influence
in Lutheranism and Protestantism
in the USA.

The Missouri Synod of the
Lutheran Church was created in
1846 because adherents believed
in part that other Lutherans in the
USA had diminished the importance of the confessions. Some
immigrants blended the two: the
Swedes, for example, “were confessionally orthodox [but] were

Page 9

also ecumenical in a pietistic
sense.” (Nelson 1980:170)
Looking at Lutheranism in the USA
from another dimension, the “Old
Lutheran” immigrants who arrived
around the 1830’s, those who had
suffered religious persecution in
their native countries, were zealously orthodox and conformed their
theology to the writing in the Book
of Concord of 1580 (which aimed
to quell controversies regarding the
interpretation of Luther’s Reformation theology and is still used today.) The “Moderate Lutherans,”
who returned to the Augsburg Confession of 1530 were pietistic. The
“New Lutherans,” who embraced
Americanization, adopted a loose
interpretation of the Augsburg Confession and followed the trends of
general American Protestantism.
(Nelson: 1980:214)
As long as the opposing elements of
orthodoxy and pietism were pervasive, unity among American
Lutherans could not be achieved.
Discussions still took place.
In 1855, however, Lutherans were
momentarily unified. An anonymous author penned the Definite
Synodical Platform, a document
calling for the “recension” of the
“error-ridden” Augsburg Confession of 1530. All Lutherans in the
USA soundly rejected it.
This article was taken from Kathy EckstamAmes’ doctoral dissertation.
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GBCO
The Greater Barboursville Community of Churches (GBCO)
sponsored a monthly meal for
those who are hungry on Saturday,
April 25, 3-5 p.m. at First United
Methodist Church, Barboursville.
CTK and Pea Ridge UMC teamed
up on a rainy day to serve Swedish
meatballs, sauce, noodles, flavored
green beans, lettuce salad, Jello,
rolls, drinks and dessert (mostly
cookies). We served 92 guests
plus about 15 workers...one of the
highest number of participants. 51
meals were carry-outs for shut-ins
and neighbors of guests who could
not come. Very little, if any food,
was left on any plates which meant
the meal was enjoyed!
CTK volunteers, all hard-working,
were Devin Ames, Ben Day,
Kathy Eckstam-Ames, Kitty
Kelly-Smoot, Jane Law, Kristen
Lyrio-Takis, Patsy McComas, Jane
Peterson, Winnie Rice, and Flo
Williams. Thank you all!!!
Originally, we teamed up with
PRUMC so we would know how
to do it on our own, but they
enjoyed our help so much that they
would like to team up with us
again in the future! That works for
us, too!

Volume 12, Issue 5

Road To Renewal:Journey of Faith
Thanks to all who have participated in the 2+ year Road to
Renewal program. We are engaging in this Biblically based process
to discern God’s will for our
congregation and to be a dynamic,
growing church for the sake of the
gospel rather than a stagnant,
dying one. Our congregation
WILL die if we do not continually
revitalize our mission, purpose and
actions. Granted, it’s not everyone’s cup of tea, but no renewal
program will satisfy everyone! It
helps to keep our eyes on the ultimate goal...

grounded ourselves in scripture,
in the book of Acts, so we are
ALL on the same page going forward, as well as walking together
in the sandals of the first apostles.
All future activities will be stemming from but branching out from
scripture into the world.
On May 17th and 31st, we will be
focusing upon Acts 19:1-19 in
case you want to read ahead. Be
thinking about how YOU first
encountered God, and reflect
upon your faith story as we go
through this month’s activities.

The RTR team has revised how we
will present future renewal activities, balancing what RTR is all
about with your feedback on the
surveys. The majority of the
worship service, including the
sermon, has been restored. RTR
activities will take place just
before a short last hymn so that,
after we have broken into small
groups, we return to our community of faith before going back out
into the world.

One of the concerns of the team
was how visitors would respond
to the RTR activities. We have
happily discovered that they have
reacted very positively to them!
Not only do they see us as a
church in action, but they have
the opportunity to discuss matters
of the church with a few congregants and the pastor in a small
group rather than just sitting next
to them during worship.

The team also wants you to know
that each time we have an activity,
it will not be the same activity as
ones in the past, and they may not
be every other week. We first

If we had not done the RTR activities during worship (as much
as some of you did not like this),
we would not have made these
positive, uplifting discoveries!!

Three Little Christians
By Dean E. Feldmeyer, submitted by Becky Metz
Once upon a time there were three little Christians. They
lived together in a church, as Christians usually do, and
they grew more and more mature every day. One day their
Pastor came to them and, with a stern look on his face, he
said, “You have all been very good little Christians, but you
are getting very mature in your faith. Now it is time for you
to go out into the world and spread the Gospel and build
churches of your own.”
So the three little Christians packed their belongings and
went out into the world to build themselves nice big
churches. As they went on their way they sang a popular
song of their day:
“Who’s afraid of THE WAY LIFE IS,
THE WAY LIFE IS, THE WAY LIFE IS,
Who’s afraid of THE WAY LIFE IS,
Tra-la-la-la-la!”
Well, before long, they came to a fork in the road. The first
little Christian said, “I think I’ll sit right here and see what
comes along,” and he did. The second little Christian took
the right fork in the road that led to The Past and the third
little Christian took the left fork in the road that led to The
Future.
It wasn’t very long before the first little Christian saw,
coming up the road, a TV evangelist. The TV Evangelist
was a handsome and persuasive man who brought with
him a large load of Good Feelings. Ah, thought the first little
Christian, I could build a slap-dash little church out of Good
Feelings. He said to the TV Evangelist, “Please, sir, won’t
you give me some Good Feelings so that I might build a
church of my own?” The TV Evangelist, not being a selfish
man, gave the little Christian a great quantity of Good
Feelings and the little Christian set to work and in no time
at all he had built himself a slap-dash little church out of
Good Feelings.
What the little Christian didn’t know was that THE WAY
LIFE IS was lurking just out of sight while he built his
church and no sooner had he moved in and gotten

comfortable than THE WAY LIFE IS came knocking at the
door. “Little Church, Little Church, let me come in,” said
THE WAY LIFE IS. “Not by the hair on my chinny, chin,
chin!” replied the little Christian and all his friends in the
church. “I will not let you come in.” “Then I’ll huff and I’ll puff
and I’ll blo-o-o-o-o-w your church down,” said THE WAY
LIFE IS. And, with that, he huffed and he puffed and he
blew the church down! And that was the end of the first little
Christian and his church.
The second little Christian walked down the road that led to
The Past and it was not long before he met, coming up the
road, a Life Long Church Member. He was old and
distinguished looking and brought with him a large load of
Traditions and Memories. Ah, thought the second little
Christian, I could build a slap-dash little church out of
Traditions and Memories. He said to the Life Long Church
Member, “Please sir, won’t you give me some Traditions
and Memories, so that I might build a church of my own?”
The Life Long Church Member, not being a selfish man,
dumped his entire load of Traditions and Memories on the
little Christian and the little Christian set to work and in no
time at all he had built himself a slap-dash little church out
of Traditions and Memories.
What the little Christian didn’t know was that THE WAY
LIFE IS was lurking just out of sight while he build his
church and no sooner had he moved in and gotten
comfortable than THE WAY LIFE IS came knocking at the
door. “Little Church, little Church, let me come in,” said
THE WAY LIFE IS. “Not by the hair on my chinny chin
chin!” replied the little Christian and all his friends in the
church. “We will not let you come in.” “Then I’ll huff and I’ll
puff and I’ll blo-o-o-o-o-w your church down,” said THE
WAY LIFE IS. So he huffed and he puffed and he blew the
church down! And that was the end of the second little
Christian…and his church.
The third little Christian walked down the road that led to
The Future and it was not long before he met, coming up
the road, a Disciple. The Disciple was not very distinctive in
appearance and the load he brought with him, while large,
was a hodge-podge of all different kings of things:
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION, CORPORATE WORSHIP,
FELLOWSHIP, STRONG ADMINISTRATION, MISSIONAL
OUTREACH, SOCIAL CONCERNS, BIBLE STUDY,
YOUTH MINISTRY, MUSIC, KIDS’ ACTIVITIES (cont’d)

((continued from previous page)
Well, you get the picture. It was a very large load of things
and the things were of all different sizes and shapes. Ah,
thought the third little Christian, I could build a very sturdy
little church out of all these things. He said to the Disciple,
“Please, sir, won’t you give me some of the things in your
very large load so that I might build a church of my own?”
The Disciple, not being a selfish man, gave the little
Christian many of the things in his large load and the little
Christian set to work. He worked and worked and worked
and worked! It took a very long time and a great deal of
effort. Finally, the third little Christian had build a church.
Not by himself, of course, others had helped. The
foundation was made of a rich mixture of tradition and
history. The bricks were made of the finest Education and
were held together by mortar made of Corporate Worship.
Windows of Fellowship let in warm sunlight and fresh air.
The furnishings included Missional Outreach, Social
Concerns and Action, Bible Study, Youth Ministry, Music
and many other things which made it warm and inviting
and kept it from seeming hollow and empty—and all of
these things (these church appliances and furnishings)
were powered by strong Administration.
But, what the little Christian didn’t know—at least didn’t
seem to know—was that THE WAY LIFE IS was lurking
just out of sight while he built his church, and no sooner
had he moved in then THE WAY LIFE IS came knocking
at the door. “Little Church, Little Church let me come in,”
said THE WAY LIFE IS. And do you know what the little
Christian and his friends in the church did? They opened
the door and welcomed him in! And they lived relatively
happily ever after. Oh, occasionally THE WAY LIFE IS
would get carried away and huff and puff and threaten to
blow down the church but when this would happen the
little Christian and his friends would all look knowingly at
each other and wink…and say, “Well, that’s just…THE
WAY LIFE IS.” And they would thank God for him.
THE END.

Caroline Furnace
At Caroline Furnace, a Lutheran Camp and Retreat Center in Fort Valley, Virginia, our mission is to provide
unforgettable faith experiences for all ages, but especially
for those aged 5-25. We accomplish this through retreats
(including half week family camps for those with young
children) and our summer camp program, and with the
support of congregations, and individuals…We play,
explore, swim, pray, fish, canoe, worship, build, horseback ride, climb, hike, and GROW. This summer is all
about GROWING IN LOVE, based on…”You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your might.”--Deuteronomy 6:5…
Check out our new website: www.CarolineFurnace.org
or call the camp office at 540-933-6266 for further
info. Reuben Todd,
Executive Director and Sarah
Lyon, Summer Program Director. Also, postcards with
camp information are also located in the narthex on the
little table by the stairs; take one if interested!

Quotes for Mother’s Day
Honor your father and your

Becoming a mother makes you the mother of all
children. From now on each wounded,
abandoned, frightened child is yours. You live in
the suffering mothers of every race and creed and
week with them. You long to comfort
all who are desolate. Charlotte Gray

mother, so that you may live long in
the land the Lord your God
is giving you. Exodus 20:12

She Shall be Praised
10 A wife of noble character who can find?
She is worth far more than rubies.
25 She is clothed with strength and dignity;
She can laugh at the days to come.
26 She speaks with wisdom,
And faithful instruction is on her tongue.
27 She watches over the affairs of her household

A father may turn his back on his child;
brothers and sisters may become inveterate enemies; husbands may desert their
wives and wives their husbands. But a
mother’s love endures through all; in good
repute, in bad repute, in the face of the
world’s condemnation, a mother still loves
on, and still hopes that her child may turn
from his evil ways, and repent; still she remembers the infant smiles that once
filled her bosom with rapture, the merry
laugh, the joyful shout of his childhood, the
opening promise of his youth; and she can
never be brought to think him all un-worthy.
Washington Irving

And does not eat the bread of idleness.
28 Her children arise and call her blessed;
Her husband also, and he praises her:
29 “Many women do noble things,
But you surpass them all.”
30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting;
But a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.
31 Give her the reward she has earned,
And let her works bring her praise at the city gate.
Proverbs 31:10, 25-31

Motherhood brings as much joy as ever, but
it still brings boredom, exhaustion, and
sorrow too. Nothing else ever will make you
as happy or as sad, as proud or as tired, for
nothing is quite as hard as helping a
person develop his own individuality
especially while you struggle to keep your
own. Marguerite Kelly and Elia Parsons

(More Quotes for Mother’s Day)
Every mother is like Moses. She does not
enter the Promised Land. She prepares the
world she will not see. Pope Paul VI
A mother is a person who if she is not there
when you get home from school you wouldn’t know how to get your dinner, and you
wouldn’t feel like eating it anyway.
Anonymous
All that I am or hope to be, I
owe to my angel mother. No
man is poor who has a godly
mother. Abraham Lincoln

