Disciples Christian Church

Spreading the Word
www.dcchamilton.org
February - March, 2020
Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 8

OUTREACH
Chosen
We serve at Chosen on Thursday, February 13th. In March we’ll serve on Thursday, March 12th. Please
sign up on the board.
Toiletry Pantry
Our next Toiletry Pantries will be Wednesday, February 5 th and Wednesday March 4th from 5:00-6:30.
Please arrive around 4:45 if you are helping. Thanks to all who came last month to help walk people
through the pantry!
Week of Compassion
Each year in February, congregations across the United States
and Canada collect a special offering for Week of Compassion.
While many congregations choose to collect their offering during this designated week (February 1623), the offering truly supports the work of this ministry throughout the whole year! Funds received
through the offering allow the Church to respond to disaster when it occurs, enabling Week of
Compassion to immediately provide grants for urgent needs like emergency supplies, water and food.
Special Offering is a time when congregations come together to lift up and celebrate this important
work that we do together. Please see information in your bulletins starting February 9 th. We will
collect the Week of Compassion Offering on February 16 th and 23rd.
SOUPER BOWL LUNCHEON
On February 2nd (Super Bowl Sunday), we will again participate in the Nationwide Souper Bowl of
Caring. Join us for a delicious Soup Luncheon on February 2 nd after church. Donations from this event
will be used to support our ministry to Chosen.

EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP
Fourth Sunday Foodies Continue…
February 23rd – Olde Spaghetti Factory in Fairfield, Ohio
March 22nd – Matt the Miller’s Tavern in West Chester, Ohio
Where to after that is up to you! We need submissions for fun places to go on the 4 th Sunday of the
month. Locations can be in West Chester, Liberty, Hamilton, Fairfield, Trenton, or surrounding areas.
Let’s try new places together!
St. Patrick’s Baked Potato Luncheon
We’ll celebrate St. Patrick's Day and raise money to send our youth to Camp this summer with our
annual St. Patrick’s Day Baked Potato Lunch. The luncheon will be on Sunday, March 15 th after
church. We will have baked potatoes and salad with all the fixings. Sign-up Sheets will be on the white
board at the beginning of March. Please give generously to support our Camp Fund .
Notes from the Fellowship Committee
The Fellowship Committee was recently expanded our Fellowship Committee to include
Jill, Terry, Lynn and Diane.
As shown above, the committee has several upcoming events planned:
The first event will be our annual Souper Bowl luncheon held on February 2. The
donations will go to support the meals we prepare for Chosen.
On March 15, we will have a St. Patrick’s Day potato luncheon. The donations
from this event will go to camp fees to assist those going to Camp Christian this
summer.
On April 12 at 10:00 am, we will have an Easter breakfast with egg casseroles, French toast
sticks and other breakfast foods. Also, we are thinking about a small Easter Egg hunt.
This what we have planned so far. If you have any suggestions for future events, see one of the
committee members.
Lori and Phyllis

Men’s Group

In December, the Men's Group traversed afar to visit Lois, Will, then Marie
and Donny. They were bearing gifts of cookies and fudge.

At the visit with Lois, was good timing and surprise, because her son Dennis was in the
room as they arrived. Good times and memories were shared. Speaking of sharing, Lois
was willing to share her cookies and fudge with everyone, but Dennis on the other
hand was holding on tight and not so willing to share.

The men's group continued to their travel and then ventured on, going to see Will, as
for the visits, he was the next one. Will was excited, you could see it in his eyes, but
Linda had told him, so he wouldn’t be too surprised. Will was willing to share and
thanked us for visiting and for our care. We spent time with Will and had lots of fun,
time was flying and we needed to run.

So off we went to traverse on our way, for it was time to see Marie and Donny to wrap
up our day. Now when we first arrived Donny wasn’t home from work just yet, but Marie
gave assurance that he’d be there before we left. So we spent time with Marie and she
was excited by her gift and she said she would monitor Donny’s in case she needed to
make a couple replacement switches. We had a great time reminiscing of old times,
when Donny would conduct the choir, the praise team and even the chimes. So then
Donny arrived and we had some time to meet, but Donny was tired from work and it was time to eat.
We told Donny and Marie that we loved them and missed them so, but now it was time to wrap it up
and go. Marie shared that she loved and missed us and wanted to share, that she really wanted to be
with us at the new building and to worship with us there.
I found out from Jeri that Cassie had brought Marie and Donny to service on Sunday- December 29 th,
and I teared up with Joy for her and what a great gift for her and Donny, to be there at church with all
the Christmas greens and decorations.

The Men's Group then went by dinner after we have completed our visits. If you are interested in
joining us, please contact either John Pendergest or Terry White.
We are asking the men’s help us will make it a regular event and help out with the projects and
fellowship event to enlarge the group. We understand that things do come up, but we hope that you
will help with events that take place throughout the year.
Hoping that those that were not able to attend will join us on Tuesday – February 11 th at 7:00 PM, at
DCC, which will be our next Men's Group meeting, it will be a time of fun and fellowship. Blessings to
all! Next meeting will be Tuesday – February 11 th at 7:00 PM, at DCC.
At the January meeting, The Men’s Group reviewed the past and is very proud of their
accomplishments and contributions to the church.
They began planning for first half of 2020.
February-with the Souper Bowl of Caring already being held on February 2 nd, we decided to have a
Donut Sunday on February 23rd in the back of the sanctuary.
March-with the Potato and Salad Sunday already scheduled for March 15th, we decided not to do
anything else.
There is an Easter Sunday breakfast scheduled for the 12 th. We decided to take Easter treats to the
shut-ins on Good Friday starting at 2 PM and will meet at the Frisch's on Main Street. We will be
taking cookies, candies and snacks. We will have dinner when we return to town.
May-we will purchase carnations to hand out to all the women on Mother's Day and the men will
offer a prayer for the women in the church. We will also have a donut Sunday on May 24th in the back
of the sanctuary.
June-we will be having an ice cream social on June 24th. We will be
sponsoring the box fan ministry again this year. We will post the
information on the signs out front after June's hygiene pantry night
and also distribute flyers the first week of June.

Man Of God

One last item that can talk about doing some time this year was to have a men's ministry Sunday, kind
of how we used to do youth Sundays. The men's ministry Sunday would have the entire Sunday being
delivered by the men of the church.
Hoping that those that were not able to attend will join us on February 11th, at 7 PM at DCC, which
will be our next Men's Group meeting and will be a time of fun and fellowship.
Blessings to All!!!
Care Ministry
CM
The Care Ministry Team is looking forward to another year of service to the church. Whether it is
recognizing the birthdays, anniversaries of life and death, or visiting with those going through difficult
times, we are here for you. The Care Ministry is also looking to provide a couple of events including
workshops and health fairs, as well as other options. If there is something that you would like for us to
look into, please let us know.
CAREGIVING
For All the After’s and More! Whatever the need. We are Here for You.
Everyone needs someone to lean on sometimes. We’re here, even if it’s just an ear to listen – We
Care!!!
Confidential Christian Caregiving.
Contact John P

Future Care Ministry Plans
The Care Ministry Team is working on putting a workshop on one of the follow up topics from the 3 rd
Thirty program. We are looking at sometime in April to do this presentation. Keep watching and
Listening to find out what and where.

The Care Ministry is Here for You!!

Your Care Ministry Team

Summer Camp
It’s time to start planning for Summer at Camp Christian. The Early Bird Deadline to get fees in is May
1, 2020. Please talk to Bonnie for more information.
2020 Summer Youth Camp Schedule
Chi Rho Camp Emmaus
Otter Camp
CYF Week #1
Ribbit Camp
CYF Week #2
Chi Rho Camp Corinth
Chi Rho Damascus & CYF Week #3

June 7-14
June 14-20
June 21-27
June 28-July 1
July 5-11
July 12-18
July 19-25

Ribbit Camp is for children currently in 2nd grade and 3rd or 4th graders whose parents want a shorter camp experience.
Otter Camp is for children currently in 5th grade, and those in 3rd or 4th grade who are ready for a full week at camp.
Chi Rho Camp is for youth currently in 6th, 7th or 8th grade. (Select one of the 3 weeks).
CYF Conference is for youth currently in 9th through 12th grades. (Select one of the 3 weeks).

WORSHIP
Worship Leader Schedule
Feb 2
9
16
23

Cindy Williams
Jeri Pendergest
Claudette Thomas
Diane Kinner

680-5767
608-5859
894-6140
317-3474

Mar

Apr

1
8
15
22
29
5

Dean Schmidt
Debbie Ittel
Kathy Baughman
John Pendergest
Jill White
Cindy Williams

777-3738
895-3607
777-3698
310-5166
829-5690
680-5767

Lenten Challenge
With Ash Wednesday on February 26, 2020; Lent is quickly approaching. A time for each of us to look
inward. A time for reflection and intentional work to change for good. This Lenten season we will
explore the scriptures on Sunday mornings with this in mind. Each week we will be led to encounter
stories that are from every part of the human condition. This will allow us to transform from the
inside out as we prepare for Easter and the great renewal found in Christ’s resurrection and our own.
Join me as we go deeper in our faith this Lenten Season.

PASTOR’S PONDERINGS
In the midst of winter, we often think of the world as dead. Even as the days grow longer, still the
snow and ice remain, or in our case this year dreary days. Yet, underneath it all the earth is preparing
for spring. Farmers need cold weather for the apple trees to reset to bloom again in the spring. And I
am hopeful for apples! I need a good batch of applesauce this year for Lily and me to enjoy.
I think about what is happening inside of us and that God is not done with us or the church just yet.
Even though with all the headlines in the news it seems that we might be in winter/death/darkness.
Still I am hopeful for the God of love to enter in once more.
Christ came and lit up the world. Christ came and fulfilled all prophecy. Christ came and taught a
different way of being; a way to look out for each other, a way to be in community, a way to welcome
outsiders and bring them into God’s family, a way to love.
Things to ponder over the winter along with prayer to reveal some amazing things this spring. Let’s
pray that God shows us Gods’ plan for us as individuals, as a church, and as a community. Let’s pray
for God to show us our part in bringing that plan into fruition.
Blessings,
Bonnie

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
Jan 2020 Financial Report
Simplified Report – January always has big changes from the prior month. We have people who give
their entire offering this month. Also, we receive interest from our investments ($6,832.95 this year).
Because of this, the checkbook balance jumps up from the end of last year. It will fall as the year goes
on. On the expense side, insurance is paid – our largest one-time expense during the year. The
adjusted numbers pro-rate these things so a comparison can be done. However, the info that is
missing is how much we’re taking from investments to support our budget. It’s anticipated that we
will take $32,589 from our investments this year. That works out to $2,716 per month. If you’re
trying to compare the income and expenses below, this amount should be added to income. Based
on that, January was a good month, especially since January tends to be a little high on the expense
side due to heating expenses.
Note – I didn’t take money from investments in January – our checkbook balance is high enough, and I
want to leave it with DCEF as long as possible so that it earns interest.
Checking Account Balance: $14,291.78
Investment Account Balance (DCEF): $269,287.50
January Income (Offerings): $19,298.75 actual, $6,052.64 adjusted

January Expenses/Outreach: $10,749.08 actual, $7,919.33 adjusted
* Adjusted takes into consideration early offerings and the amount from investments in the budget and prorates these throughout the year. For expenses the insurance cost expense is pro-rated throughout the year
and unusual, unplanned expenses may be excluded as noted below. This provides a better month - to - month
picture of how we're doing than the actual numbers. Other than the insurance cost mentioned above,

we had no unusual expenses this month.
DCC Moments
Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord
2 Peter 1:2
See the favor of God multiplied in your life.
Oh how gray this winter has been. While I am grateful we aren’t under plies of snow, trying to shovel
out I am sure tired of the gray, cloudy days. The cold is easier to take when the sun is smiling down on
us. Thank goodness spring is coming. It always does.
Note to self-Since we are now going to a bi-monthly newsletter it is important that we do our best to
keep our calendars up to date.
We do have lots of activities ahead. The Trustees will meet February 9, 2020 immediately after
church. We have much to schedule for yearly maintenance projects. Be sure to bring a lunch as the
meeting may last a bit longer as we sort through these projects.
February also brings The Souper Bowl Sunday Luncheon on the 2 nd. This is always a great opportunity
to sample many different soups. I am a huge fan of soup this time of year.
Ash Wednesday is February 26. This begins the Season of Lent. A time to truly reflect upon the gift we
received at the cross.
In March we will have the baked potato lunch around St. Paddy’s Day.
Soon we will be asking people to serve on various church committees or as Elders, Trustees, etc.
Please begin searching your hearts and prayerfully consider volunteering to serve in some capacity.
Many of us think we can’t do much but honestly, working as a team we can accomplish much.
Blessings to all,
Jill W.
Board President.
A Minute with Minister John

We just celebrated preparing for the coming of the Christ Child. As this has been the year of
reminding you to be in prayer and that prayer can be a simple conversation with God. I pray
that you have a Blessed and a Very Happy New!

We all have been there. Every January, we have the best intentions and make a list of exciting
New Year’s goals or resolutions that we want to accomplish. Eat healthier, exercise more,
devote more time to God’s word – these are just a few familiar goals that many have. Midway through January, often times, our best intentions fall flat, and we resolve to start again
next month or year.
We can have faith and focus, but discipline is the essential ingredient that we need to stay
consistent in moving forward. Why is discipline so difficult to maintain at times? Discipline
requires us to minimize external distractions and focus which is challenging with life’s
demands.
What does the Bible say about discipline? While difficult, God desires for us to spiritually
mature through exercising discipline and continuing to grow in being more like Him.
God’s Discipline Produces Greater Peace and Healing, Strengthens Our Desire to Grow and
Learn and Empowers Us.
Hebrews 12:11 states, “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on,
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained
by it.”
If we want to grow stronger in Christ and live more peaceful lives, we must continue to
surrender our cares and anxieties that weigh us down.
The difference between an apostle and disciples is the apostle was one who would go out on a
mission and would teach, also known as messenger. Whereas the disciple was more the
learner. However, the disciple is also one who accepts and assist in spreading Christianity.

Jesus called his apostles to come and follow him and then send them out to teach the word of
God and to create more disciples. Disciples of Jesus Christ were welcomed to the table of the
last supper to eat with Christ. Christ not only fed their body with food, but their spirit and soul
to go out and spread the good news.

We as disciples come to the table each week to be fed. Not only by communion, but by being
taught the word of God. We then are to go out and assist in spreading the good news of God
our Father and Jesus our Brother and of the Holy Spirit, to grow the kingdom of God.
It is okay for us to come and be nourished, but that is not where it is to end, or to be enough
to last us till we come again next week. God gives us enough, enough not only to fed us, but to
nourish us with enough for our journey and mission, to go out and grow His kingdom.
We are in trying times, times of decline and the only way to grow His kingdom is to go out and
find His lost sheep. Remember the story of the Good Shephard, the one where He would go
out and leave His flock to find that one lost sheep. We need to be doing this, to go outside the
walls of our church to find those lost in the world. Remember when Jesus got us from the
table with His apostles and went over to the table of the Tax Collectors and the prostitutes,
how the apostles ask Him why He did that and His response is that He came to save those that
didn’t believe, those that didn’t follow Him. We need to reach out to those as well.
Barbara J. Winters wrote – “When you come to the end of all the light that you know and you
are about to step into the darkness of the unknown, Faith is knowing one of two things will
happen – There will be something solid to step onto, or you will be taught how to fly.
We are facing dark times and we need to step out in FAITH.
Blessings!
John Pendergest
Commissioned Minister/Pastor

BIRTHDAYS
February

Don Garnett

18

March
Betty Vangen
Jill White
Paul Caudill
Kevin Steuart

6
12
19
21

PRAYER REQUESTS
Family of Gloria Bloomer, Pam Vangen, John Pendergest, Claudette Thomas, Paul Caudill, Lily Goodwin, Logan
Gebhart, Ellis Ittel, Frankie Ittel, TK Richards, Gerald Brown (Jeri Pendergest’s Father), Family of Eva Reid (Lynn
Goodwin’s Mother), Bailey (Lacey Maxton’s Niece), Lacey & Lee Maxton, Family of Lelia Kinner, Wally (friend of John
Pendergest), Mike and Karen (friends of the Baughman’s), Family of Larry Tommer (Linda Ashbrook’s neighbor), Nicole & her
parents (friend of Lacey Maxton), Vicky Brunner (Friend of Jill & Terry White)

FEBRUARY CALENDAR
Feb 2

10:45 am Worship
12:15 pm Souper Bowl Luncheon

Feb 5
Feb 9

5:00 pm Toiletry Pantry (arrive at 4:45)
10:45 am Worship
12:15 pm Trustee Meeting (Bring own lunch)

Feb 10

12:00 pm District Clergy Meeting (Carthage)

Feb 11

7:00 pm Men’s Group

Feb 13

5:30 pm Serve at Chosen

Feb 15
Feb 16

Private Event (Phyllis Hurst)
10:45 am Worship

Feb 18
Feb 23

7:00 pm Elders Meeting
10:00 am Donut Sunday
10:45 am Worship
12:30 pm Fourth Sunday Foodies – The Olde Spaghetti Factory

Feb 26

7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service

MARCH CALENDAR
Mar 1

10:45 am Worship (Lent 1)

Mar 4
Mar 8

5:00 pm Toiletry Pantry (arrive at 4:45)
Daylight Savings Time Begins (Spring forward!)
10:45 am Worship (Lent 2)

Mar 9

12:00 pm District Clergy Meeting (Carthage)

Mar 10

7:00 pm Men’s Group

Mar 12

5:30 pm Serve at Chosen

Mar 15

10:45 am Worship (Lent 3)
12:30 pm St. Patrick’s Day Potato Lunch

Mar 16 – 22
Mar 22

Bonnie on Vacation

10:45 am Worship (Lent 4 - Guest Speaker – Steve Tossey)
12:15 pm Fourth Sunday Foodies – Matt the Miller’s Tavern in West Chester

Mar 29

10:45 am Worship (Lent 5)

Mar 30

10:00 am Newsletter Deadline (for April -May Newsletter)

Mar 31

7:00 pm Elders Meeting

Note: Praise Team meets at 9:30 am and Choir meets at 10:15 on Sundays.

Disciples Christian Church
2047 Tuley Rd.
Hamilton, OH 45015

