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    “HOPE RENEWED”-FALL BEGINS 

TEEN MINISTRY FOCUSES ON 
THE BIBLE THIS YEAR 

   Each year our three-year Teen Ministry  
program shifts its focus to a different portion 
of the curriculum designed to prepare our 
teens for the Rite of Confirmation. This fall 
they will begin studying the Bible by focusing 
on both the Old and the New Testaments. 
     Most teens begin their study while in 6th 
grade, but older teens can join the program at 
any time.  
     Classes are held two Saturday afternoons 
each month, usually on alternating weekends. 
Sessions begin at 3 p.m. and end with a special 
teen-oriented worship service everyone can 
attend at 5 p.m.  
     This year the staff is experimenting with the 
idea of starting with a Orientation Dinner for 
all students and their parents on September 
16 beginning at 3 p.m.  The worship service 
that day will be the άlaunchέ for this yearΩs 
program, so all students and parents should 
attend that as well. 
     Parents can take part in the program by 
serving as discussion group guides and by 
providing meals following a schedule with 
each level taking turns. Please speak with 
Christine McCarthy or Pastor Hill for more 
information about these possibilities. 

OUR REGULAR SCHEDULE OF 
WORSHIP SERVICES RESUMES 

   On Saturday-Sunday, September 9-10, we return 
to our regular worship and learning schedule with 
services at 5 p.m. on Saturday evening and at 8, 
9:30, and 11 a.m. on Sundays. Our Sunday School 
classes for children ages 3-11 also resume on that 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  
   Last year we experimented with a Saturday 
night childrenΩs program similar to Sunday School 
using the άSparkέ curriculum. We called it 
άSparklers.έ Our leader, Bonnie Ciavarella, has 
moved, so we need to find new leaders to keep 
this program available to families who worship on 
Saturday evenings. If you are willing to share in 
leadership with others for the Sparklers program, 
please contact Christine McCarthy or speak with 
another member of our Congregation Council as 
soon as possible. 
 

KIDS’ CLUB RESUMES 
   KidsΩ Club is a week-day program for children 
ages 3-11 that meets on Wednesday afternoons 
from 4:15 to 5:45 p.m. Activities include Bible 
stories, arts and crafts, singing, and snacks. 
   Like all programs we offer for children, this is for 
ALL children, and άnon-memberέ kids are always 
welcome to participate. You can enroll your. kids 
in this program using the same registration form. 
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 Join us for worship and fellowship on our 

Welcome Weekend   

September 16- 17 

Services on Saturday at 5 p.m. 
And Sunday at 8:00, 9:30,  

and 11 a.m. 
 

All- Church Picnic beginning on Sunday at 12:30 p.m. 

Fun, food (free), and activities for children and adults. 
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    One of the most common questions people ask 
when they come to church after Labor Day is  άHow 
was your summer?έ  
     For most of us, summer is a time to do some 
special things we donΩt do all the time, and in many 
cases those things take place on weekends. As a 
result, our worship attendance usually declines and 
so does our individual weekly giving.   
     WeΩve had a very active summer here at the 
church, with two day camps in July, and VBS and 
Drama Camp during the month of August, but as 
summer comes to an end, IΩm looking forward to 
welcoming back all who have been away most of 
the summer and finding out what youΩve been up 
to. IΩm also looking forward to the starting up of 
the various programs weΩre organizing for all our 
members and meeting some new people as well. 
     My biggest fear is that some of our members 

who have been away over the summer may not 
return and take advantage of all the activities we 
have to offer. 
     I do hope that those who have children and 
teenagers who could benefit from our discipling 
programs will make the commitment to them to 
bring them to take part in these important growth 
opportunities. There are so many other things that 
children and teens can do while weΩre offering our 
programs, and it takes the support of loving      
parents to make it possible for children to really 
get the chance to participate. 
      Now that we are getting back into the routines 
of fall, please renew your personal commitment to 
our churchΩs mission and make the most of the 
opportunities that will be available in coming 
weeks. I hope you had a great summer. Now join 
us and have a great fall as well. 

CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY BEING ORGANIZED 

       HopeΩs Outreach Team wants to strengthen our 
awareness of who we are as a church, so they are 
organizing another church photo directory project 
for the fall. There is no cost to having photos taken, 
and the company makes money by selling family 
photos. With that in mind, there are two more 
dates  set for the photographers.  

  October 27, and October 28. 

The program includes: 

¶ Professional photography session: Every fam-
ily will appreciate an updated family portrait. No 
sitting fees. 

¶ 8x10 family photograph: With the church  
directory image of their choice. 

¶ Printed Directory: With contact information 

¶ Additional portraits & collections: Several 
different sizes and combinations to choose from. 

¶ Photography products and frames: Several 
exclusive designs available. 

¶ Greeting cards: A variety of designs available 
to choose from. 

¶ Photography session Image CD: The family's 
selected images from their session on an archival 
CD. 

¶ Photos taken on these dates will be available 
for  purchase to use as Christmas gifts.  
 
     During the month of August over a dozen of our 
families were photographed for the directory. We 
have a lot more families and individual members 
who should be included, even if they do not wish 
to purchase family photos. Sign up for an appoint-
ment online or at the church. Deacon Dee is the 
coordinator for this project. 

{ǘŀǊǝƴƎ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΥ  
CREED by Adam Hamilton– a video course for adults. Do you have questions about  

foundational Christian truths such as the purpose of life? Believing that powerful answers are 
embedded in the Apostles' Creed, Adam Hamilton examines it to explore ǿƘŀǘ we believe and 
ǿƘȅ it matters. Pastor Hill will offer this 6-session course on Mondays at 7 p.m. and Linda Hill 
will lead a group at 1 p.m. on Wednesdays starting the week of September 17th. 

 
SOUL KEEPING by John Ortberg 
Your soul's resting place is in God. John Ortberg wants to take you there.  In this six-session, vid-
eo-based Bible study, he takes you on an exploration of the soul from the perspective of a wise 
guide who has struggled to understand and care for his own soul. A group will meet Thursdays at 
10 a.m starting September 21. Please sign up. 
 

STEPHEN MINISTRY— Stephen Minister training teaches principles and skills that equip you to provide 
high-quality, Christ-centered emotional and spiritual care to others. 

¶ You gain insight into the thoughts, feelings, and actions of people who are hurting. 

¶ You develop relational and caring skills you can apply to all aspects of your life. 

¶ You deepen your faith as the Holy Spirit fashions you into a Christ-centered caregiver. 

¶ You feel a special bond with those in your class—experiencing real Christian community. 

¶ Stephen Minister training is a lot of fun!  BEGINS MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 at 6:45 P.M. 

ENROLL NOW FOR FALL PROGRAMS  
FOR CHILDREN AND TEENS 

   Parents are encouraged to enroll their children 
and teens for this fallΩs programs. Programs for 
children ages 3-11 and teens, ages 12 and older 
will start after Labor Day weekend.  
     Parents and teens interested in helping with 
these programs are encouraged to volunteer. 
Speak with Pastor Hill if you wish to serve. 
    Forms are available at the church and also 
online at www.hopeluth.com.  
 

SPARKLERS TEAM NEEDED 
    Last fall Bonnie Ciavarella launched a new class 
for children on Saturday evenings during our 
weekly worship service.  {ǇŀǊƪƭŜǊǎ uses the same 
resources as our Sunday School program. Bonnie 
has moved away, so we are seeking a few people 
who love children to serve as a teaching team.  
    If you are willing to serve,  contact Council 
member Christine McCarthy.  

OUR NEW DIRECTOR FOR  
ANCHOR NURSERY SCHOOL 

    We are happy to announce that we have a 
new director-teacher for our Anchor Nursery 
School program. Carol Hoffman was appointed 
by the Congregation Council in August.  
     Carol has worked as a nursery school teacher 
and has also worked with children at Hope in our 
Sunday School, Hugs Program, KidsΩ Club, VBS, 
Drama Camp, and Teen Ministry. This is a part-
time role, but we hope to expand the program 
by increasing the days we offer classes.  
       

ENROLL NOW FOR  
ANCHOR NURSERY SCHOOL 

    There are still a few openings left in this fallΩs    
Anchor Nursery School program for children ages 
3 and 4 on Tuesdays-Wednesdays-and Thursdays 
from 9:15 to 12:15. Applications are available at 
the church office. 

 



COUNCIL DEVOTIONS FOR AUGUST 15, 2017  BY Carol Bottstein 

“#Blessed” (IŀǎƘǘŀƎ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ) 

I recently came across an article on the overuse of άІblessedέ on social media. The author posed the question, 

does being blessed mean prosperity and good fortune? Nobody wants to be that person boasting about their 

accomplishments on social media,  so does adding  #blessedέ to the end make it okay? What about those not 

as fortunate, the sick, homeless, those with financial struggles? Are they not blessed? 

 While I personally donΩt use social media, I was curious about this phenomenon and  received permission from 

a friend to browse through her Facebook posts. Here are some  posts that I found: a woman with her dog at 

Westbury Gardens άwith my girl- feeling blessedέΦ A family on a beach vacation ά so blessedέΦ A young woman  

with a child άnaturally beautiful #blessedέ and a middle aged couple  sitting on a motorcycle, άІblessed.έ 

It appears that  in social media, άІblessedέ can be a way of boasting while trying to sound humble. My ques-

tion  is,  Are those posting about the great things happening in their lives really doing it so people know how 

God is working in their lives ? Does being blessed   really mean having a successful career, financial gain, and 

health?  

In the Beatitudes ( which is Latin for abundant happiness) Jesus doesnΩt reference material comforts at all.   

The blessed are filled with an inner joy and peace because of their spiritual attitude and righteousness with 

God. He describes each blessedness with a promise of a future reward.( Insert beatitudes) In this context, be-

ing blessed is beyond superficial satisfaction with material wealth, goods and health. It is to know we are the 

spiritual Sons and Daughters of God and we live in His kingdom. It involves GodΩs affirmation of his love for us, 

his grace and mercy. Because of what Jesus did for us by dying on the cross we have all been blessed. And re-

gardless of our circumstances we can be truly happy internally because we are followers of Jesus Christ. 

 Hardships can strengthen our walk with God. They can lead us to develop a personal and intimate relationship 

with God. Without hardships we may just walk through life, going to church but without that personal relation-

ship with Jesus Christ. God uses the trials of life to bring us to him and we can walk forever in the company and 

presence of our Lord and Savior. 

My conclusion is that being grateful will take your faith  deeper, but make sure to carry it beyond social media. 

By being blessed we have received the greatest gift of God himself. If the people around us see we have a life 

dedicated to Christ regardless of our circumstances, they already know we are άІblessed.έ  

NOTE: 
    9ŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘǳǊƴǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǝƴƎ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴǎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŘŜǾƻǝƻƴŀƭ ǿŀǎ 
ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ōȅ ƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ 

“HOPE RENEWED” PROJECTS UNDERWAY 
     For several months our Congregation Council has been discussing some important capital improvement 
projects we need here at Hope, and this month we are submitting an application to the Metro New York  
Synod for a Capital Improvements grant to provide funds to assist us in completing these projects. 
     The application limits us to three projects, so the Council chose them for the grant application.  
 
Project #1 is a repair project for leaks in our sanctuary roof. Fortunately for us, these leaks do not always 
affect us, but when storm conditions are just right, water comes into the rear or into the front areas of the 
sanctuary, damaging the ceiling and anything below the ceilings. A highly-recommended firm was selected 
for this project and will perform the work if the grant is approved. 
 
Project #2 is a replacement of the lighting system for our church parking lot. New LED lights will be used to 
replace the lights we have now, giving us a savings in our electric bills and reducing the rate at which the 
lights themselves need to be replaced. Additional lighting to enhance the outside appearance of the church 
is also part of this proposal. 
 
Project #3 is the relocation of the existing church sign and replacement of the sign with a newer design 
which would lit at night and would still allow us to use changeable letters. The existing sign would be placed 
near the parking lot entrance and would allow for changeable messages. 
 
A sidewalk replacement project will  also be carried out this fall, but it will be paid for out of existing funds 
available for this purpose. The new sidewalk will improve the appearance and safety of the entrance to the 
nursery school area of the church. 

GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. PLANNED FOR SEPTEMBER 9TH 

     Every year recently the ELCA has designated the Sunday after Labor Day weekend 
as άGodΩs Work. Our Handsέ Sunday.  A few years ago we took part by setting up 
canned food collections at local supermarkets, and that was a great success. This 
year we want to participate again in the churchwide emphasis, but after much con-
versation we chose our church grounds as the object of a congregation-wide effort.  
     Our church serves the community is many ways, in addition to proclaiming the 
gospel week after week. We want people to feel comfortable and welcome to come 
to our church, and one part of that effort is to keep the church grounds looking neat 
and hospitable. 
      On Saturday, September 9th, we will come together to work on the gardens and parking lot areas of the 
church beginning at 9 a.m. Every member is invited to bring tools and appropriate wearing apparel to work 
on this project— pulling out weeds, trimming bushes and trees, and clearing out the parking lot are just a 
few examples of what can be done. Those who are around at lunch time will be bale to enjoy some pizza, as 
well. So come and lend a hand that day. 
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GRACE NOTES 
     Our Adult Handbell group rehearses on Monday 
evenings from 7:30-8:45 p.m. We need a few new 
members—all you need to be able to do is COUNT up 
to four and want to learn. ItΩs really fun!  We start 
rehearsals September 11th. 
 

TEEN HANDBELLS 
     On Tuesday evenings from 7:30-8:15 p.m. our Teen 
Handbell group rehearses. This fun group plays more   
challenging music and fellowship together. 
 

JOYFUL RINGERS 
   Our ChildrenΩs Chimes group rehearses on Tuesday 
evenings from 7-7:30 p.m. beginning September 26th.  
Children from 2nd grade and older are invited to learn 
how to play chimes— no previous musical experience 
is necessary!   

SINGING 
HOPE’S CHOIR 

    Choir rehearses in between the services on 
Sunday mornings and then sings at the service 
you attend.  We rehearse 
after the 8 am service and 
then after the 9:30 am be-
fore the 11 am service.   
   All are welcome to join us 
any week and sing praises to the Lord. 
 

MEN’S GOSPEL CHOIR  
INVITES NEW SINGERS 
—Tuesdays at.8:30pm  

       Join our MenΩs Gospel choir that rehearses 
on Tuesday evenings beginning at 8:30 p.m. 
They sing during the year at worship services 
and also give special  concerts.  
 

HUGS–  
MUSIC FOR TODDLERS  
AND PRE-SCHOOLERS 

 After the great success we had last year with our 
HUGS program we begin onTuesday, September 
26th from мнΥмр—мΥол p.m.  
  Each  week on Tuesdays  children ages 3 & 4 
gather for song, story, crafts and snack. We have 
an amazing team: Karen & Walter Slatest and Car-
ol Wolff.    
    HUGS/TODDLERS for 18 months old to 3 year 
olds is so much fun for the little ones and their 
parents. They all sing, move, play instruments, 
listen to sounds and learn to share and cooperate 
on Tuesdays, 9:15-9:45 a.m. This program also 
begins September 26th. Please feel free to invite 
friends and neighbors. 
 

ORDER OF ACOLYTES FORMING 
    Children belong in or worship services, and they 
also have gifts to share with the 
whole worshipping community. 
That is why we are starting a new 
άOrderέ of acolytes who will serve 
at the altar at our worship services. 
    Worship Team member Lisa 
Spinazzola will be working with our 
children who have been receiving holy communion 
to teach them how to assist at our worship services 
at the altar. A key element to the success of this  
program is the support of parents who will faithfully 
bring their young ones to worship. You can contact 
Lisa online  at lcs828@outlook.com for more details. 

BIG Events this Fall 

MARTIN LUTHER MOVIE 
     The Peconic Conference is sponsoring a show of the movie 
called, άMartin Luther the Idea That Changed the WorldέΣ on    
Columbus Day, Monday, October 9th at 5:30 p.m. at the Islandia 
16 Theater in Holtsville. Tickets are $12.00 per person.  
     There is only one showing. 

     There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex if you are interested in attending the movie. You may purchase 
your tickets from Deacon Dee. Martin Luther triggered a seismic upheaval that rocked the western world in the 
1500s—with an impact that continues to reverberate to this day. This film tells the great adventure story of his 
life.  At the same time, it examines his quest for truth—questions we all must face—including "Who am I?" 
"What is my purpose" and "How do I get right with God?" 
Now you can see this compelling new movie at a special screening at Islandia 16 on October 9th. 
 

METRO NY WOMEN OF ELCA SYNOD GATHERING-  

Women of Hope are invited to attend a synod-sponsored event at the Wartburg Home in Mount Vernon, NY on  
Saturday, September 16, from 8:30 a.m.—пΥолp.m. The theme is ά¢ƘŜ tǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎέ based on        
I Peter 2:9. Registration forms are available from Synod Deacon, Dee Hecker. For more information , you can 
contact  Irene6174@comcast.net.   
 

PRACTICAL TOOLS FOR CONGREGATIONAL TURNAROUND AND BEYOND 
    A day-long MNYS-sponsored training event for pastors and lay leaders on October 14 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., 
will provide practical tools to enable congregational renewal and promote the starting of new and exciting          
ministries. Led by two experienced pastors Fred Nelson and his wife, Carol Breimeier, church developers in 
Park Ridge, Illinois, it is sponsored by HopeΩs “Center for Evangelical Mission.”  

WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 1, 2017 
рΥол ta - фΥлл ta   

Cathedral of St. John the Divine 
1047 Amsterdam Avenue  New York  
A synod-wide worship and reception for  
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 

Get Tickets at mnys.org 

 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEMBERS 2017-18 
 

  Carol Bottstein  Pres.     (631) 664-2477 
  Pauline Castiglione VP  (631) 880-7830   
  Cheryl Armstrong  Sec. (631) 875-6544 
  John Stine  Treas.   (631) 509-4890 
  Barbara Bussing  (631) 748-9150 
  Charles Clark Youth   (631) 743-9822 
  Christine McCarthy       (516) 647-7443 
  Henry Schlobohm          (631) 447-0536 
  Michelle Wells  (631) 732-4284  

 

 


