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EMERALD BAYOU PIONEERS NEW TECHNOLOGY

Lafayette, Louisiana – The internet technology of today began as a low-bandwidth data and communication link with university and research groups less than 30 years ago and has grown to the world wide web of commerce linking corporations and individuals. An entirely new network exists today connecting universities with a bandwidth power over a hundred times faster than today’s web and a Louisiana company is pioneering its use in film and video markets. Emerald Bayou Studios (EBS), in the city of New Roads, Louisiana, is not only building a new studio production facility -- and training film crews, but is also working with researchers on a new technology that will help filmmakers throughout the world. 

Linda Thurman, President of EBS, came back to her home state after a career in film on the West Coast and saw the potential of this new media in growing the industry of Louisiana. “One of our goals at EBS is to not only to create facilities but the technical skills for film,” explains Thurman.   Part of that included a special grant for a film production training program at Louisiana Technical College-Jumonville Memorial Campus. Thurman continues, “We were shooting ‘The Glass Chord’ 40 miles from a major airport and getting dailies from our lab in Atlanta was a priority for EBS head of production Marquetta Cheeks.” 

Thurman, a pioneer in entertainment technology, discussed the problem with Johnny Lawson, Manager of Visualization Systems at the new $27 million Louisiana Imaging Technology Enterprise (LITE) at the Technology Park in the University of Louisiana Lafayette.  They agreed the National LambdaRail (NLR) research network connecting major universities was a viable solution and formulated a Proof of Concept Test for the 40GB per second pipeline.  “If our test worked, it would make life easier for student filmmakers, not to mention the incredible commercial applications,” notes Thurman.  Through colleagues in Hollywood, Thurman learned of Georgia Tech’s interest in digital media and contacted Brian Savory, Executive Director of Tech’s Southern Light Rail (SLR), to project manage the test from Atlanta.

Charlie McMahon, Executive Director for the Louisiana Board of Regents’ LONI network, was excited by Thurman’s proposal. “Compared to the complex research we conduct in other industries, this media test was relatively small, but in a field we had not considered,” McMahon points out.

Since Thurman’s goal was to get the film images from the Atlanta lab, Georgia Tech was the origination point and Savory coordinated the many technical connections and teams from Atlanta to Baton Rouge to Lafayette.  “The test itself was relatively simple,” notes Savory, “as far as moving data from node to node, once we added the new high-speed optical fiber lines from the LSU campus to the end point in Lafayette.”  

The Atlanta Lab probably had the easiest part. “We received the film shot each day by the student crews via FedEx and processed it,” notes Jim Ogburn, GM for Cinefilm. “We digitized the film in our Spirit telecine, converted it to data in our Final Cut HD system, and copied the files to a hard drive. That’s a normal process for most features.”  In the test, the drive was dropped off at Georgia Tech for high-speed transmission instead of being sent overnight, eliminating the two-day delay for projects on location.   

An hour long film transfer in high def can require a 500GB file, too big for the normal internet. The test files created by Cinefilm and sent from Georgia Tech to Thurman’s offices at LITE were about 15 minutes long and 25GB in size.  Files that size would take over 20 hours if sent via the normal internet, but took only 6 minutes on the NLR 80GB 10GB network, faster than real time! 

The Proof of Concept Test done between LITE and Georgia Tech could mean producers in Louisiana can save time and money by seeing each day’s film work sooner. “It’s like having a lab on location,” says Marquetta Cheeks of EBS.  This technology will probably become common place in 5 or 10 years, but the vision and tests for this were begun by Linda Thurman’s Emerald Bayou Studios in an effort to reduce the distance from lab to location and to grow a more productive educational environment for the continued growth of the Louisiana Film Industry.
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Variety Magazine Posted: Thurs., Nov. 3, 2005, 3:30pm PT
Louisiana's biz storms forward
Holden pitches to Hollywood at AFM
By PAMELA MCCLINTOCK, LAURA REPSTAD
An unusual player turned up at the American Film Market on Thursday -- Baton Rouge Mayor Kip Holden, who helped announce an aggressive new jobs training program aimed at making sure that filmmakers coming to Louisiana post-Katrina don't have to bring their own production crews. 
"Rumors of our death have been greatly exaggerated," Holden said, referring to the state of film production in Louisiana following hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 
In a twin announcement, Digital Domain said it will shoot "Instant Karma" in Louisiana's bayou country. Pic, written and to be directed by Paul Hernandez, is about a petty thief who is reincarnated as a series of animals -- including a cockroach and a crawfish -- before performing enough good deeds to come back as a human. 
"I just think it's the right thing to do shooting in the U.S., particularly in Louisiana, which needs the (economic) support of our county," said Digital Domain founder and CEO Scott Ross. 
The LaCaeda Film Commission, a division of Louisiana Capital Area Economic Development representing a nine-parish area surrounding Baton Rouge, has marked the entertainment industry as a major player in its economic development plan for the state, which already had the most aggressive tax incentive program in the nation for filmmakers. 
While coastal cities like New Orleans have taken a devastating hit this hurricane season, the majority of the state is still prime for action, with the year-old LaCaeda commission and Emerald Bayou Studios continuing to ensure that Louisiana remains attractive to filmmakers by launching the new training program. 
The film commission is training a workforce; identifying existing crews, including those displaced from New Orleans; and identifying existing facilities to entice industry dollars. 
Program includes an intro to film production -- a kind of entertainment kindergarten where industry terms and jobs are presented -- which already has produced 60 graduates. 
And next month, the first 50 students will graduate from a 12-week introduction course offered through the Louisiana Technical College system and taught by industry veterans. 
The third track is geared toward those with production skills who need film credits, or those who are getting back in the game, and will include a 16-week program whereby 40 students work with 88-100 professionals for screen credit during an actual production. 
The commission also plugged a database identifying existing local talent for producers, including those experienced in sound, camera, construction or set decorations work plus propmakers and sculptors. It's also working with local parishes to further identify local talent who can easily be accessed. 
Louisiana is also nearing completion of a 40,000-square-foot soundstage on a five-acre lot in Pointe Coupee Parish and a nearby 11-acre backlot in East Feliciana Parish. 
Read the full article at:
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1117932256.html
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Film Production Training Programs
 “MARCH MOVIE MAGIC” KICKS OFF EMERALD BAYOU STUDIOS AND LTC JUMONVILLE MEMORIAL FILM PRODUCTION TRAINING PROGRAMS
New Roads, La – March 13, 2006 – Emerald Bayou Studios and Louisiana Technical College Jumonville Campus present “March Movie Magic,” Saturday, March 25, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm, to kick off film production training programs in Pointe Coupee Parish.
"March Movie Magic" is a one-day interactive workshop designed to educate the local community with the film industry. “We invite interested individuals to discover a vast array of job possibilities and find out about working in the film industry,” explains Linda Thurman, President of Business Development for Emerald Bayou Studios.
EBS recently announced plans to develop a 40,000 square foot film production soundstage at the Old Cotton Mill in New Roads. “We’re excited that our students will have the opportunity to participate in the film industry” says Amy Gauthier, Campus Dean, LTC-Jumonville.
The workshop will include “Introduction to Film Production and Jobs in the Film Industry” conducted by Scott Thomas, President of Louisiana Film Center and “How To Get Into The Movies” for actors and extras conducted by Brinkley McGinness of Robin Batherson Casting.
In addition, a panel discussion is scheduled with film production professionals. “Louisiana has a shortage of qualified film personnel and we are committed to the growth and development of an indigenous film production crew,” states Marquetta Cheeks, President of Production for Emerald Bayou Studios.
The workshop is free and open to the public. Due to limited space all interested participates are encouraged to register by Wednesday, March 22 at the web link above or (225) 296-7496 or call Amy Gauthier Campus Dean, LTC-Jumonville, at (225) 638-8613.




MOVIEMAKERS
Two Louisiana women return home to open their own movie studio
By Emily Kern Hebert
Advocate staff writer
Published: Jan 27, 2008


[image: ]

Linda Thurman, left, and Marquetta Cheeks, presidents of Emerald Bayou Studios, sit in directors’ chairs on a set at a Baton Rouge production studio they have used while getting their own facilities ready.

For two Louisiana natives, becoming successful in the movie business in California has allowed them to bring some Hollywood magic and opportunities home. Marquetta Cheeks and Linda Thurman are converting an old cottonseed-oil mill in New Roads into a movie soundstage.
By creating Emerald Bayou Studios, they hope to take advantage of the state’s new and
thriving film industry. Statistics from the Louisiana Office of Entertainment Industry Development show more than $2 billion in productions have chosen to film in Louisiana since 2002. And Louisiana is the No. 3 location to shoot films, outside of the traditional production centers of California and New York. Both Cheeks and Thurman understand the possibilities here.
“We are definitely Louisiana girls,” Cheeks said, “but our adult lives and our careers have been molded by the big-city thinking of a hugely successful industry. “We’re hoping to create this environment where people who have made a way for themselves can come home,” she added.
Cheeks, originally from New Roads, got her start in the movie business as actor Richard
Pryor’s personal assistant. As a 3-year-old, she told her mother she was going to move to Hollywood. She had just watched her first film. “I had no idea what that meant. I just knew I loved the movies,” she said. “When I got there, I was like a kid in the candy store.”
She was 24 years old when she accepted the job with Pryor. “I handled his life, his scheduling. I spoke to all the studio executives, agents, actors,” she said. “My call list started with Bill Cosby and went from there.” In her early days on the job, Pryor told Cheeks he needed some gold dust.
She laughs. “Nobody says no,” she said. “Hollywood was a place where dreams come true and there were no limits.” She later learned he planned to give the gift, in a silk pouch no less, to an actress he wanted to date. Although she studied broadcast journalism at Southern University and is a trained pianist, Cheeks wanted no role in front of an audience. She liked the business angle not only of making movies but music too. Her musical experience allowed her during her career to work for Columbia, Epic, Arista and other record labels in promotion and personal management. She has worked with artists such as Prince, Quincy Jones, Paul Simon, Madonna and Whitney Houston. During her 29-year career, Cheeks went on to work for Warner Bros. and Interscope Films.

The partnership with Thurman began in 2004. Thurman had returned home from California to care for her father during an illness. She was just completing a study on the film industry in Louisiana as a private consultant. Cheeks happened to be visiting Louisiana at the same time, and both women were part of a small group of California residents to visit New Orleans to learn about the blossoming film industry. “We had lunch together and discovered we had mutual friends in California,” Thurman said. The plan for Emerald Bayou Studios was hatched during the following year. At the new business, Cheeks is president of production while Thurman is president of business development. The two jobs take advantage of each of the women’s different experiences in the industry. “While Marquetta has been in on the creative side, I’ve been on the business side,” Thurman said. A lifetime ago, as Thurman says, she was an opera singer in Hammond, where she had grown up. She did theater lighting design in New Orleans before moving to New York City to do similar work. But her career shifted to negotiating deals and worker contracts. In New York and Los Angeles Thurman worked for HBO, handling deals for such movies as “Fried Green Tomatoes” with Jessica Tandy and Kathy Bates and “Sweet
Dreams” with Jessica Lange and Ed Harris. Then she worked for United Artists handling business and legal affairs. She learned plenty, sitting in on meetings with the chairmen of the studio, she said.  It was that experience that made her comfortable with the idea of starting her own studio. “When we got here, we saw this tremendous opportunity to create jobs and give people an opportunity to pursue a career in something we had to leave to pursue,” Cheeks said.
Emerald Bayou Studios’ commitment is 10 to 20 movies a year. Five are planned so far for 2008.
The former mill site, which includes a 40,000-square-foot building, will house movie sets, offices and plenty of outdoor space for equipment and stars’ trailers. The women also have been amazed at the different choices of scenery in many of Louisiana’s parishes and have shared that message with those in California. A boxcar they discovered in a backyard became one set for a short film, “The Glass Chord,” starring Grammy-nominated blues pianist Henry Gray. Filming of that movie ended a year ago and it has been in editing for months. A trailer is available online and the movie should be ready for screening by April, the women said. On a recent scouting trip through the Atchafalaya Basin, the two women sat in an airboat thinking how glad they were to be back home in Louisiana. “Louisiana has so many wonderful things to offer,” Cheeks said. “We’re now seeing it
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Area group trolling for movies at festival
Advocate business staff
The recently formed La. Capital Area Economic Development Allies will be traveling to the American
Film Market held annually in Santa Monica, Calif.
The American Film Market, which meets Nov. 2-9, is a global marketplace where more than $500
million in motion picture and television deals are closed annually.
More than 7,000 industry professionals meet in Santa Monica for eight days of deal-making,
screenings, seminars, networking and hospitality.
LaCAEDA, Entergy and Community Coffee are sponsoring the AFM trip.
The AFM delegation consists of LaCAEDA board members and representatives from Entergy, the
Baton Rouge Area Chamber, the Baton Rouge Convention and Visitors Bureau, and Emerald Bayou
Studios.
Emerald Bayou Studios, owned by veteran industry professionals Linda Thurman and Marquetta
Cheeks, is now developing a 40,000-square-foot soundstage in Pointe Coupee Parish, a release says.
Emerald Bayou Studios will kick off the expansion of film production in the nine parishes with a
proposed slate of five movies.
An 11-acre site has been selected for the construction of the Louisiana Film Center back lot in East
Feliciana Parish that will represent the French Quarter, small town America and other popular filming
locales. Various sites within the nine parishes have been secured for additional production services.
LaCAEDA has conducted an extensive inventory of locations in the nine capital-area parishes it
represents.
Producers can go to www.lacapfilm.com and take a locations tour through the parishes, which have
various terrains, architectural styles, modern cityscapes, luxury accommodations, production facilities,
trained crews and work force training.
Several movies have been shot in the parishes including the "Dukes of Hazzard," "All the King's
Men," "Glory Road," "Eve's Bayou" and currently, "The Reaping."
An "Introduction to Film Production Jobs" is touring the region in preparation for on-the-job training
programs.





















Ascension part of multi-parish project to bring in movie production
By AARON E. Looney The Ascension Citizen

Ascension Parish is on the map in terms of the motion picture industry, the parish's economic
development director told the Parish Council during its Nov. 17 meeting. Martha Collins told the council that a recent trip to Los Angeles as part of the Louisiana Capital Area Economic Development Association (LaCAEDA)'s Film Commission helped to promote the Baton Rouge area - including Ascension Parish - as a prime location for film production. “The people we talked to while in California thought that we were all washed away and that the state of
Louisiana could not produce films anymore,” Collins said. “I think we sent two messages: Louisiana is still open for business to the film industry and that the Capital region is very conducive to provide those services.” LaCAEDA is comprised of Ascension, East and West Baton Rouge, East and West Feliciana, Iberville, Livingston, Pointe Coupee and St. Helena parishes, Collins said. The group aims at bringing economic development to the Baton Rouge area, with the film industry as one of its top markets. One such film that is coming to the area is “Instant Karma,” an $80 million project which is being produced by Digital Domain Films and Scheherazade Productions. “These people have won and been nominated for numerous Academy Awards,” Collins said of those behind the film. “We're very excited to have this caliber of film shot here in our area.” Digital Domain is best known for its groundbreaking visual effects work in such movies as “Titanic,” “Apollo 13,” “The Fifth Element,” “The Day After Tomorrow” and “I, Robot.” Scheherazade's team of Terry Rossio and Ted Elliot has worked on the writing of such films as “Shrek,” “The Pirates of the Caribbean” trilogy and “Aladdin.” The two are also serving as executive producers on “Déjà vu,” a film starting Academy Award winner Denzel Washington, which is also being produced in Louisiana. One of the major drawing points for the film industry to Louisiana has been the lofty tax incentives offered by the state, Collins said.
“Louisiana has the most beneficial tax incentives, bar none,” Collins said. “We're recognized as the best in the nation and in the continent.” According to information from The Internet Movie Database web site, “Instant Karma” is an adventure comedy film starring Pierce Brosnan, Dom DeLuise, David Alan Grier, Ertha Kitt, Burt Reynolds, Then Rock, Mira Sorvino, Gene Wilder and more. The film is described as “a visual effects-laden comedy about a safecracker who dies and is reincarnated as a series of animals.” The movie will be distributed by New Line Cinema.
“Louisiana plays a major role in ‘Instant Karma,'” said Scott Ross, CEO and founder of Digital
Domain. “We originally intended for this film to be shot in the state of Louisiana, and we are very excited about working with Emerald Bayou Studios.” Owned by veteran film industry professionals Linda Thurman and Marquetta Cheeks, Emerald Bayou Studios is developing a 40,000 square foot sound stage in Pointe Coupee Parish, with input from Digital Domain.
In addition, an 11-acre site in East Feliciana Parish has been chosen to house the Louisiana Film Center backlot, Collins said. LaCAEDA plans to bring the many aspects of film production to the region, Collins said, with individual offices and locations in each of the parishes.
“There will be a back lot in one parish, and a production studio in another,” Collins said. “When we finish our plan, we will have something in every parish. We will not compete with each other, but we will enhance the overall project.” Collins also said that LaCAEDA is building a database for local talent in both acting and production, so that local residents may be used in the production process if possible. “I found there was a set designer that they fly into Los Angeles two to three times a month to do commercials who lives in Prairieville,” Collins said. “There's a prop designer who lives here who is actually the brother of one of our Parish Council members, Kent Schexnaydre. We talked to him a little bit. He's in the specialty part of design.
[bookmark: _GoBack]“I think this will be a new arena for us that can bring dollars into the parish.” Collins said. “That was one of the goals that we wanted to work toward. We got a good bit of press, so I think Ascension Parish has been put on the map in the film arena.”
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