
2012 -2020 TONY WOIAK HISTORY FESTIVALS:   TOPICS AND SPEAKERS   
 
 

ARTS AND CULTURE  
S 2012  Souvenir Views Picture Parade / 

Betty Ferris  
S 2013  History of Souvenir Views / 

Betty Ferris  
S 2014  Washburn City Band / Gary 

Holman  
S 2018  Ballyhoo! / Warren Nelson 

BUILDINGS 
W 2012 Historic Civic Center / Mary 

Nowakowski  
S 2015 History of the Bayfield County 

Courthouse / John Anderson  
S 2017  Early Years of the Washburn 

Public Library / Pete Mann  
S 2017 If The Brokedown Palace Walls 

Could Speak / Betty Ferris  
W 2018 Later Years of the Washburn 

Library / Pete Mann  
W 2018 Bayfield County Memorial 

Hospital & Northern Lights 
Services / Kristy Liphart  

S 2019 History of the Dupont Club / 
Coke Lindsey  

 

BUSINESSES 

S 2012 DuPont Barksdale Plant History/ 
Bob Mackreth  

S 2017 Lumber, Business and Living – 
Washburn 1900 / Monroe 
Sprague  

S 2018 Karlyn’s Pretty Good Pot Shop / 
Karlyn Holman  

W 2019 Olson Bros, Family Stories / 
Dick Olson  

S 2019 The Washburn Coal Dock / Gary 
Holman  

  

FIRES  
S 2013  The Fire Demon / Bob 

Mackreth  
W 2017 Conflagration: The Walker High 

School Fire of 1947 / John Foltz  
  

HOUGHTON  
S 2013  A Short History of Houghton 

Point/ Al House  
W 2019 Brownstone Quarrying History 

/ Tom Gerstenberger  
W 2020 Three Lives of the Houghton 

Depot / Paul Johnson  
 
 

S for summer, W for winter 
  

LAKE SUPERIOR  
W 2012  Shipwrecks in Chequamegon 

Bay and the Apostle Islands / 
Bruce Bowers  

W 2013 On the Ice/ Bob Mackreth  
W 2016 Home that Fell Through the Ice 

/ Capt. Sherman Edwards  
W 2017  The Lake is the Boss / Bob 

Mackreth   
 Chequamegon Archaeology / 

Dr. Robert Birmingham 
LIGHTHOUSES  

W 2014 Emmanuel Luick, Keeper of 
Sand Island Lighthouse 1892-
1920 / Bob Mackreth  

W 2014 Chick Sheridan’s Apostle 
Islands History / John Foltz  

S 2016   Apostle Island Lighthouses / 
Bob Mackreth  

  

MEN  
W 2012 Tom Blake / Bob Mackreth  
S 2015   Tony Woiak / Tom Mitchell  
S 2015.  A.C. Probert / Bob Mackreth  
  

NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURE  
W 2017  Mikwendaagoziwag:  “They 

are Remembered” / Lorraine 
Norrgard & Sue Lemieux  

W 2018  Ojibwemowin: “Ojibwe Oral 
Tradition” / Lorraine Norrgard  

S 2019   Fish, Furs and Missions /  
Robert Birmingham  

W 2020  Carl Gawboy Portraits:  The Art 
of the Everyday / Lorraine 
Norrgard  

  

SCHOOLS  
S 2014   The Bishop Semb Chronicles of 

Washburn School/ George 
Semb and John Foltz  

W 2019 History of One-Room Schools in 
Bayfield County / Sheree 
Peterson  

  

SETTLEMENTS  
S 2018  Sata Ratkaisau: A Look Back at 

the Finn Settlement / Irene 
Blakely  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

SPORTS  
W 2016 Klondike Fever / Bob 

Mackreth  
 W 2017 Skiing at Ashwabay and 

Valhalla / Carol Lindsey and 
Carol Fahrenkrog  

W 2018 Mythic Valhalla / Joe Maassen  
  

WAR  
W 2013 The Civil War & Women’s 

Movement / John and Karen 
Devries  

W 2014 Washburn’s Airstrip and Pilots 
/ Kathy Holt and Terry Welty  

W 2014 The Great Depression in 
Wisconsin / John and Karen 
Devries  

S 2018  The Great War Comes to 
Washburn / Bob and Susan 
Mackreth  

W 2019 Great War, Part II / Bob 
Mackreth  

S 2019  Last Soldier Project / Sam 
Solberg and Richard Rewalt  

W 2020 Prohibition: What Were They 
Thinking? / Bob Mackreth  

  
 WASHBURN  

S 2014  Washburn’s New Historic 
District / Tim Heggland  

S 2015  Memorial Park / Bob Mackreth  
W 2016 Missing Houses of Washburn / 

Al House  
S 2016  Tales of Washburn’s 

Namesake / Pete Mann  
S 2016  Robinson Family History / 

Karen Spears Novacheck  
S 2017  History of Washburn’s 

Waterfront Walking Trail / 
Dora Kling  

W 2020 The Stories They Carried / 
Kevin Kling  

  
WOMEN  

S 2012  Fashions from the Roaring 
Twenties/ Mary Nowakowski  

W 2013 Ladies of the Isles / Bob 
Mackreth  

W 2014 Influential Washburn Women 
/ Irene Blakely  

W 2016 Trailblazing Liz Hawkes / Joe 
Maassen and John Anderson  



  


