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Pastor’s Pen:

God’s Mother-love

“Happy Mothers’ Day!”

It’s a special day in our nation. It’s not a holiday, per se, nor are we mandated in the
Bible to observe it. The Fourth Commandment, “Honor your Father and Mother”, goes a bit deeper than a
mere wish for a “Happy Mothers’ Day”.
At the same time, Mothers’ Day can be for us a focal point of God’s grace. There are numerous passages in
our Scriptures in which God’s love is communicated through a likeness to a faithful mother’s love. Through
Isaiah’s words, God poses a question to people wondering if God’s love is real and consistent:
Can a woman forget her nursing-child, or show no compassion for the child of her womb?
Even these may forget, yet I will not forget you. (49:15)
Again, in Isaiah 66:13, the promise of God’s love is,
As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
God’s love has touched us through the life examples of women who have demonstrated nurturing love in
our lives. God is the Source of all authentic love. To the extent that mothers and mother-figures in our lives
have helped us survive and thrive, to that extent has God’s love been realized in a real and personal way.
In this age of the Covid-19 pandemic and social distancing measures, it is so very important to remember
this mother-love of God. By it, God is present with nurture and reassurance. We are held together as persons—and as a fellowship—by God’s embrace.
This month of May, let’s be blessed in the kind mother-like love of God and sustained in the grace of Christ.
Pastor Bill
Let us pray: God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we face new uncertainties around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in
isolation. Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them at great risk. Guide us as we consider how best to prepare and respond in our families, congregations, workplaces, and communities. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The call committee remained hard at work on the pastoral search process during the month of April despite the
restrictions caused by the COVID-19 issue.
Two potential candidates have been identified, and as
per Synod guidelines, the call committee is required to
(digitally) interview each candidate.
As of the end of April, the call committee conducted the
digital interviews (via Zoom) with both candidates. The
digital interviews were limited in scope due to the meeting time limit associated with the Zoom application. So,
the call committee may conduct an additional digital or
in-person interview with one (or both) of the candidates
if we feel additional questioning would be beneficial.
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The call committee is in the process of evaluating each
candidate based on their respective interview responses
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to determine if either would be a good fit for our congre20 Robin Haugen
gation. If neither candidate is the right choice for our
church, the Synod office will continue the search for
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additional matches.
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Please keep the call committee in your thoughts and
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prayers as we seek God’s guidance through prayerful
contemplation in this candidate evaluation process.
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To St. John Lutheran Church
of Cat Spring,
I would like to thank everyone in the Church who
had a hand in helping me receive the scholarship. It
continues to help pay for my college education I’m
currently pursuing at Texas State University in San
Marcos. I was very happy and appreciative to learn I
was selected as a recipient of the scholarship. I am
sincerely grateful for the Church’s generosity and
blessed to be a part of such a wonderful and supportive congregation.
With many thanks,
Kayla Rice
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PLEASE NOTE:

Your
prayer requests are
very important.
Your prayer request concerns are
important. Please
communicate these
directly to Pastor
Bill , to Chairman
Ken Wienken, or to
any Church Council
member.

Reminder from Pauline:
The Annual Cat Spring Ag
Fest, usually held in
June, has been cancelled
for 2020.
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