
I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord; 

he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; 

and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, 

and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth; 

and though this body be destroyed, yet shall I see God; 

whom I shall see for myself and mine eyes shall behold, 

and not as a stranger. 

 

For none of us liveth to himself, 

and no man dieth to himself. 

For if we live, we live unto the Lord; 

and if we die, we die unto the Lord. 

Whether we live, therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s. 

 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord; 

even so saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labors. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered:  Accept our 

prayers on behalf of thy servant Richard, and grant him an 

entrance into the land of light and joy, in the fellowship of 

thy saints; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth 

and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever.  Amen. 

 

A reading from the Gospel according to St. John. 

 

Jesus said, "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house 

there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 

you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that 

where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going." Richard 

said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" Jesus said to 

him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

 

 

“And when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 

am you may be also.”   

 

We are taught as Christians, that in any situation we find ourselves in, to ask where God is in that 

situation: Where is Jesus to be found in whatever waters we are wading through.  Fortunately for us, 

now in the deep waters of mourning the loss of a good and gracious man, Jesus has already told us 

where He is, and not only where He is, but what He’s doing.  Preparing a place for us, for Richard, for 

all those who sought after God, that where Jesus is, we may be also.  

 



This is the abiding hope of the faithful – that no matter where we are, no matter the circumstances, in 

life and even in death, Christ Himself has prepared a place for us.  As we find ourselves in this place, in 

the midst of death, we can find comfort in the knowledge that God does not leave us here.  We can find 

consolation in that even in the valley of the shadow of death, the Lord is with us, guiding us through, 

leading us to a place of refreshment and peace.  We can find our peace in the knowledge that Jesus has 

prepared a place especially for Richard, and that in joining with him in the Faith, we also have a place 

prepared for us, that the God who created all things cares even for us.   

 

It is in this hope that we commend our brother Richard to the Lord this day.  May the holy angels lead 

him into Paradise, may the holy Martyrs receive him at his coming, and may we all, with him, come to 

everlasting life with those we love. 

 

 

Let us say together the 23rd Psalm. 

 

The LORD is my shepherd; * 

   I shall not want. 
 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; * 

   he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
 
He restoreth my soul; * 

   he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 

                          Name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil; * 

   for thou art with me; 

   thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. 
 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 

                          mine enemies; * 

   thou anointest my head with oil; 

   my cup runneth over. 
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

                           of my life, * 

   and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one 

communion and fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son 

Christ our Lord:  Grant, we beseech thee, to thy whole 

Church in paradise and on earth, thy light and thy peace. 

Amen. 
 
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and 

resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life, and 

that through the grave and gate of death we may pass with 

him to our joyful resurrection.  Amen. 

 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as 

yet by faith, that thy Holy Spirit may lead us in holiness and 

righteousness all our days.  Amen. 
 
Grant to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that we may 

be cleansed from all our sins, and serve thee with a quiet 

mind.  Amen. 
 
Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in thy fatherly 

care, that, casting all their grief on thee, they may know the 

consolation of thy love.  Amen. 
 
Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they 

may have strength to meet the days ahead in the comfort of a 

reasonable and holy hope, in the joyful expectation of eternal 

life with those they love.  Amen. 
 
Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, 

to believe and trust in the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Grant us grace to entrust Richard to thy never-failing love; receive 

her into the arms of thy mercy, and remember his according 

to the favor which thou bearest unto thy people.  Amen. 
 
Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, he may 

go from strength to strength in the life of perfect service in 

thy heavenly kingdom.  Amen. 
 
Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the 

resurrection, to have our consummation and bliss in thy 

eternal and everlasting glory, and, with blessed Mary Ever Virgin 

and all thy saints, to receive the crown of life which thou dost 

promise to all who share in the victory of thy Son Jesus 

Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 

Ghost, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



And now, as our Savior Christ hath told us, we are bold to say 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy Name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

      on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

   for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Give rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints, 

where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting. 
 
Thou only art immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; 

and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and unto earth shall 

we return.  For so thou didst ordain when thou createdst me, 

saying, “Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”  All 

we go down to the dust; yet even at the grave we make 

our song:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Into thy hands, O merciful Savior, we commend thy servant 

Richard.  Acknowledge, we humbly beseech thee, a sheep of thine 

own fold, a lamb of thine own flock, a sinner of thine own 

redeeming.  Receive him into the arms of thy mercy, into the 

blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious 

company of the saints in light.  Amen. 

 

Rest eternal grant unto him, O Lord:  

And let light perpetual shine upon him.  

May he rest in peace. Amen.  

 

 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through 

the blood of the everlasting covenant:  Make you perfect in 

every good work to do his will, working in you that which is 

well pleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be 

glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 All that the Father giveth me shall come to me;  

 and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  

  

He that raised up Jesus from the dead will also quicken our mortal bodies. 

by his Spirit that dwelleth in us.  

 

Wherefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest 

in hope.  

 

Thou shalt show me the path of life; in thy presence is the fullness of joy, 

and at thy right hand there is pleasure for evermore.  

 

 

Unto almighty God, we commend the soul of Richard, our Brother departed, 

and we commit his body to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 

dust; in sure and certain hope of the Resurrection unto eternal life, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord; at whose coming in glorious majesty to judge the 

world, the earth and the sea shall give up their dead; and the corruptible 

bodies of those who sleep in him shall be changed, and made like unto his 

own glorious body; according to the mighty working whereby he is able to 

subdue all things unto himself.  

 

I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me, (Write:) From henceforth 

blessed are the dead who die in the Lord: even so saith the Spirit; for they 

rest from their labors.  

     

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People       And with thy spirit.  

Celebrant Let us pray.  

 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

    Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us.  

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

    for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

  



O Almighty God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, who by a voice from 

heaven didst proclaim, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord: Multiply, 

we beseech thee, to those who rest in Jesus the manifold blessings of thy 

love, that the good work which thou didst begin in them may be made 

perfect unto the day of Jesus Christ. And of thy mercy, O heavenly Father, 

grant that we, who now serve thee on earth, may at last, together with them, 

be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light; for the sake of thy Son 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Rest eternal grant unto him O Lord:  

And let light perpetual shine upon him.  

May he rest in peace. Amen.  

May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.  

  

Additional Prayers  

Almighty and everlasting God, we yield unto thee most high praise and 

hearty thanks for the wonderful grace and virtue declared in all thy saints, 

who have been the choice vessels of thy grace, and the lights of the world in 

their several generations; most humbly beseeching thee to give us grace so 

to follow the example of their steadfastness in thy faith, and obedience to 

thy holy commandments, that at the day of the general resurrection, we, with 

all those who are of the mystical body of thy Son, may be set on his right 

hand, and hear that his most joyful voice: "Come, ye blessed of my Father, 

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." 

Grant this, O Father, for the sake of the same thy Son Jesus Christ, our only 

Mediator and Advocate. Amen.  

 

Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits of those who depart hence in 

the Lord, and with whom the souls of the faithful, after they are delivered 

from the burden of the flesh, are in joy and felicity: We give thee hearty 

thanks for the good examples of all those thy servants, who, having finished 

their course in faith, do now rest from their labors. And we beseech thee that 

we, with all those who are departed in the true faith of thy holy name, may 

have our perfect consummation and bliss, both in body and soul, in thy 

eternal and everlasting glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend thy servant N., our dear brother, as 

into the hands of a faithful Creator and most merciful Savior, beseeching 

thee that he may be precious in thy sight. Wash him, we pray thee, in the 

blood of that immaculate Lamb that was slain to take away the sins of the 

world; that, whatsoever defilements he may have contracted in the midst of 

this earthly life being purged and done away, he may be presented pure and 

without spot before thee; through the merits of Jesus Christ thine only Son 

our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

  



Almighty God, our heavenly Father, in whose hands are the living and the 

dead: We give thee thanks for all thy servants who have laid down their lives 

in the service of our country. Grant to them thy mercy and the light of thy 

presence; and give us such a lively sense of thy righteous will, that the work 

which thou hast begun in them may be perfected; through Jesus Christ thy 

Son our Lord. Amen.  

 

O God, whose days are without end, and whose mercies cannot be 

numbered: Make us, we beseech thee, deeply sensible of the shortness and 

uncertainty of life; and let thy Holy Spirit lead us in holiness and 

righteousness all our days; that, when we shall have served thee in our 

generation, we may be gathered unto our fathers, having the testimony of a 

good conscience; in the communion of the Catholic Church; in the 

confidence of a certain faith; in the comfort of a reasonable, religious, and 

holy hope; in favor with thee our God; and in perfect charity with the world. 

All which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Almighty God, father of mercies and giver of all comfort: Deal graciously, 

we pray thee, with all those who mourn, that casting every care on thee, they 

may know the consolation of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we pray thee to set thy passion, 

cross, and death, between thy judgment and our souls, now and in the hour 

of our death. Give mercy and grace to the living, pardon and rest to the 

dead, to thy holy Church peace and concord, and to us sinners everlasting 

life and glory; who with the Father and the Holy Spirit livest and reignest, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who by thy death didst take away the sting of death; 

grant unto us thy servants so to follow in faith where thou hast led the way, 

that we may at length fall asleep peacefully in thee, and awake up after thy 

likeness; through thy mercy, who livest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 

one God, world without end. Amen.  

  

Let us commemorate before God the saints and faithful departed.  

V. The righteous live for evermore;  

R. Their reward also is with the Lord.  

O God, the King of saints, we praise and magnify thy holy Name for all thy 

servants who have finished their course in thy faith and fear; for the blessed 

Virgin Mary; for the holy patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs; and for 

all other thy righteous servants, known to us and unknown; and we beseech 

thee that, encouraged by their examples, aided by their prayers, and 

strengthened by their fellowship, we also may be partakers of the 

inheritance of the saints in light; through the merits of thy Son Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen.  

 


