young goat for dinner."

"You may prepare a goat if you wish, but burn it as an offering to
God."

"What is your name?" Manoah asked the man.
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"T cannot tell you. It is a name of wonder!"

So Manoah did as the man said, and he burnt a goat as an offering to
God, the "God of Wonders."

And then an amazing thing happened.

The man stepped into the fire that was rising up from the altar - and
went up into heaven in the flames!

Manoah and his wife really HAD been talking to an angel!
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The SfOth/ of

A Powerful Sory of God's Lowe
Pyrf One

By Paul Dallgas-Frey
The people of Israel had been bad. Again.

They forgot gbout (God. They forgot about doing what pleases
him. They didn't want (od to rule over them, ahd so (od sent
the Philistines to rule over them instead. The Philistines made
their lives miserable. Tt wash't that God didn't |ove his people.
They needed to Khow what life would be like without him.

40 years went by.

And then ohe day, @ womah was out working in the fields. She
had her baCk to the hot suh when someohe Came up ahd touched
her on the shoulder.

Maybe it was the bright sunshine, or maybe it was something else
entirely, but when she looked up, she saw a manh So full of light,
he frightened her!

"Do hot be afraid!” the mah Said. "I have come with good nhews.
You are going to have a son!”

Well, this was BIG hews! The woman had hever been able to have
children.

“You must hot drink ahy wine, or strong drink,"” the manh contin-
ued, "ahd when your soh is born, You must hever cut his hair. He
is going to be a Nazirite, a person set gpart for (od. He is going

tO SaVe Your people from the power of the Philistines.”

Now, hever getting a haircut seems like ah odd thing to commanhd,
but her son was going to be dediCated to (od. You always Sive
your best to (od. BaCk in those days, the people would choose a
sheep from their flOCKs t0 Offer as a Sift to God. It was always
the best of the floCKk, without ahy Spots Or ahything wronhg with it
at all. Tt was as perfect as perfect could be. Maybe by hever
cutting her son's hair, he would be like onhe of those lambs, as
perfect as the day he was born.

Well, ahyway, this sort of thing - mysterious Stranhgers appearing
with hews from (zod - doesh't happeh every day, SO the womanh rah
to tell her husband, a man hamed Mahoah.

A mah Came to me today - ahd I think he was ah angel!” she said.
"He didn't tell me his hame, or where he was from, but he said we
are going to have a son!”

Then Manhoah prayed, "Please God, send this mah baCk to us to
tell us what to do!”

The next day, the womah was out in the fields again, sitting in the
bright sunshine. She looked up - and there was the mah again!

She ran to tell her husband. "The mah is back!"

Mahoah rah out to the fields, ahd there was the mah standing
there. He WAGS frightening to see!

“Are you the mah who told my wife we are going to have a son?”
Manoah asked.

T am,"” said the man.
“IWhat should we do?” Mahoah asked.
“You must do just as ] told her. Your wife must hot drink ahy wine
or strong drink, ahd whenh your soh is bornh, You must hot touch a

hair of his head."

And then Manhoah said, "Please Sir, don't go. [ et us Cook you a
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