Discipleship Tip of the Month
Celebrate Freedom

“It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with
pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of this continent to the other, from this
time forward forever more.” –John Adams

Ashe Baptist Association
OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 AM—4:00 PM, Monday—Friday
Location: 204 Beaver Creek School Rd. West Jefferson, NC
Mailing Address: PO Box 850 Jefferson, NC 28640
Phone: 336-846-5631 Website: www.ashebaptist.org

Because we are free we can never be indifferent to the fate of freedom elsewhere. Our moral sense dictates a clear-cut preference for these
societies which share with us an abiding respect for individual human rights. We do not seek to intimidate, but it is clear that a world
which others can dominate with impunity would be inhospitable to decency and a threat to the well-being of all people. JIMMY CARTER,
Inaugural Address, Jan. 20, 1977
Acts 13:38-39—- v.38 “Therefore, my friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.
V.39 Through him everyone who believes is set free from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses.

Ashe Baptist Association
PO Box 850
Jefferson, NC 28640

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017
July

3-7
4
13
31

August
18
19
21

ABA / ARC Offices closed for summer vacation
Independence Day
Executive Committee meets at Pleasant Valley Baptist @ 7 PM
Secretary/ Women in Ministry luncheon at Warrensville Baptist

Associational Annual Meeting @ Warrensville Baptist 2:00 PM
Associational Annual Meeting @ Midway Baptist 9:00 AM
First Day of 17 –18 Ashe County Public School Year

September
4
4
10
22

Labor Day
ABA / ARC offices closed for Labor Day
Grandparents Day
Autumn Begins

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No.1

Bald Mountain
Beaver Creek
Big Flatts
Big Laurel
Blue Ridge
Bristol
Buffalo
Calvary
Christian Unity
Clifton
Cristo el Salvador
Faith Fellowship
Farmers Memorial
Fletcher Memorial
Friendly Grove
Friendship
God’s Will Missionary
Grassy Creek
Happy Trails Cowboy
Healing Springs
Laurel Knob
Liberty Grove
Little Helton
Midway
Mission Home
Mount Olive
New River
North Beaver
Oak Hill
Obids
Old Fields
Orion
Peak Valley
Phoenix
Pilot Mountain
Pine Swamp
Pleasant Home
Pleasant Valley
Riverview
Round Knob
Trinity
Tuckerdale
Wagoner
Warrensville
Welcome Home

Preacher David’s Corner

Rev. David Blackburn, Director of Missions
“VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL”
An old program that still works! Vacation Bible School is still an exciting
time in the local church. Vacation Bible School (VBS) is a specialized
form of religious education which focuses on children and adults.
Churches usually hold the week-long event during the summer, though
the lengths of such programs may vary and they are sometimes held during other times of the
year. It excites the adults as well as the kids and young people. Several days of intense Bible
Study around a theme, food, crafts, singing , praying, worship and fun. Lots of folks are won to
Christ during this time which makes it even more exciting. Thank you churches for doing VBS.
Thank you volunteers for the hours of time that you put into VBS. God’s Holy Spirit is a vital part
of VBS. I am thankful that God blesses us in a unique way during VBS. After VBS it is time to
follow up with parents and to baptize folks who are won to Christ. Can you remember when you
went to VBS as a child? I can! Great memories still linger about the great times during the
Summer at Church. Go back in your minds eye and think about your VBS experience as a child.
Now you know why it is important to have VBS each year. Pledges to the Christian Flag,
American Flag, and Holy Bible are still important. What fun to see children march in and place
the flags and Bible in the altar. To hear stories about mission work is vital as we see VBS at
work around the world as well as in the local arena. Investing in our children is so important!
Especially in a Spiritual sense. Because of VBS when the birth of their firstborn came much
sooner than expected, Amanda & Nick found strength from God and their community. Because
of VBS while in a time of need, Christine found out about Chapel Street Church’s Shepherd’s
Heart ministry. She found the support that was needed. Because of VBS generosity will change
your life. Dave and Cindy share how their lives have changed through learning how to trust God
in with their finances. Lives of adults as well as young folks are changed by VBS. Churches are
changed by VBS as well. A new excitement, new people and new activities are often realized by
churches when VBS is held. Church growth is a by-product especially when follow up is applied
after VBS. How great to see folks being baptized after VBS and then we realize it was worth it
all. Choose your VBS date, select a theme, create an inspiring environment, advertise with yard
sigs and banners, schedule with daily learning activities, prepare favor bags and give always,
handout VBS completion certificates and pray, pray pray! Don’t forget have fun! Make it fun.
Lets get started if you haven’t already. The Associational VBS Team is ready to assist you with
thoughts, ideas, and some materials. You can partner with other churches near you as well, to
insure that your part of the county has a VBS this Summer. Looking forward to hearing about the
VBS in the church you attend!!

Your Servant , David

ASSOCIATIONAL / ASHE REALLY CARES STAFF




Mrs. Trish Church, Ministry Assistant, phone: 336-846-5631, email: ashebaptist@yahoo.com
Mrs. Pat Miller, Ashe Really Cares Director, phone: 336-846-5234, email: ashereallycares@yahoo.com
Ms. Mattie Latham & Mrs. Shelia Miller, Ashe Really Cares Assistants, phone: 336-846-5234

ATTENTION
CAMPGROUND
Board of Directors

Ashe Really Cares
336-846-5234

Email: ashereallycares@yahoo.com

As summer is here and time keeps moving on we wonder
where time is going. We take a moment to stop and think
then we realize what we were thinking is no longer relevant.
When so many of us move at the speed of light, I feel that
God looks down and says "Just enjoy the moment". As
Christians let us take the moment of opportunity that God has
given us to help others see the moments that God gives to
them also. Share what God has done and is doing in your life
with someone. It might just help that person reach the point
of salvation through Jesus Christ.
Thank you churches and each person who gives to Ashe
Really Cares. Your kindness and love toward others is a way
that you are sharing Christ with families who are physically
and spiritually struggling. Items that you donate and food that
you provide is a way to help others see in the moment how
God is working. As volunteers work to keep your mission
moving forward our neighbors who come in for assistance
are able to interact with them and see God's love at work. If
you would like to volunteer come by the office and see where
you fit into the picture of helping others.
Last month you helped to feed and clothe 173 families. These
items touched 413 individuals and we were able to share the
love of God with 4 new families. Many others come in to just
get clothing which makes the numbers ever higher. Some of
our neighbors were also helped through the medical bus that
came to our community this month. We thank Faith Health
and Diane Dixon for overseeing this project. They are a very
big help to our community by helping individuals who are
struggling with health issues. It takes many ways to share
Christ and I thank all of the volunteers, the nurses and the
doctor that gave of their time to help our community.
We want to also thank Ameriprise Financial and Randal
Cokeley for organizing a work day at the ARC. Randal with
the help from Ameriprise Financial, Midway Baptist Church,
Lowes Hardware and many volunteers helped to build a work
space and added storage shelves in the food room. Several
ladies came and sorted clothing, cleaned windows, and
stocked food. A special thank you to the gentleman who had
the dirty job of cleaning out the gutters.
Remember the ARC during this season when vegetables will
be growing. If you have extra you are not using bring them
so we can share with our neighbors. The ARC was one of the
grant recipients for a commercial cooler from Second Harvest Food Bank which will replace a older unit. This cooler
will help to keep the vegetables fresh so we will have items
to share. Thank you for helping the ARC to be your mission
to reach hurting families.
Ashe Really Cares
Pat Miller, Director
"Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy; for, behold, your
reward is great in heaven."

Please remember our
Churches without pastors
Bald Mountain Baptist Church
- (Senior Pastor)
 Big Flatts Baptist Church
 Bristol Baptist Church
 Buffalo Baptist Church
 Cristo el Salvador (Hispanic Baptist )


Churches Scheduled to mow the
Campground in July & August
July 8—Friendly Grove Baptist
July 22—Fletcher Memorial Baptist
August 5—Warrensville Baptist
August 19—Friendship Baptist

Medi Home Hospice is hosting it’s FREE
annual camp! Camp Sunshine is for children
who have experienced a significant loss or
change. The camp offers an array of fun
activities to help your child embrace and
understand the transitions that have
occurred in their life.
Event Details:
July 20-21
10:00 am —3:00 pm
Appalachian State University Campus
July 22nd will be the Family Day at Tweetsie
Railroad—Sign in by 11:00 am stay all day.
Please register by calling Josh Sturgill
336-372-8017 in Alleghany
336-246-6443 in Ashe
Or Bob Richardson at 828-265-3926 in
Watauga and 828-733-0663 in Avery
You can also register online at
www.msa-corp.com/events.aspx

The Baptist Campground
Board of Directors will meet on
Monday, July 10th at 7:00 PM
in the
Associational Office
Conference Room.
Those serving on the Board
are:
Rev. Russell Hart, Chairman
Mrs. Pat Miller
Mr. Robert Greer
Mrs. Brenda Dollar
Rev. Wayne Jones
Rev. Wade Huntsinger
Mrs. Trish Church
Mr. Lucian Jordan
Mr. Sammy Surber
Mr. Dennis Houck
Rev. David Blackburn, DOM

We would love to share your church events, new ministries
or other church happenings in the next newsletter.
 The deadline for submitting articles is the 20th of each
month.
 We email all announcements we receive to the Jefferson
Post & Mountain Times by 12:00 noon each Monday.
 We announce on the radio (WKSK, 580AM) with the Ashe
Baptist Associational News every Saturday morning at 9:10.
 We also post announcements on the Ashe Baptist website at
www.ashebaptist.org
You may call or fax us your church announcements to
846-5631 or email them to domdblackburn@gmail.com or
ashebaptist@yahoo.com

July Birthdays ~

2—Rev. Johnny Huffman
6—Mrs. Joyce Mahaffey
8—Rev. Derrick Hodges
14—Mrs. Anna Mary Shepherd
15—Rev. Steve LeaShomb
18—Rev. Keith Woodie
30—Rev. Wayne Jones

~ July Wedding Anniversaries~
~ NO Anniversaries ~

“It ought to be commemorated as the day of
deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God
Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp
and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns,
bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from one end
of this continent to the other, from this time
forward forever more.” –John Adams
As we celebrate our freedom and independence
in the United States of America let’s remember
to give thanks to God and remember those who
have gone before us as well as those who yet
today fight for our freedom.
Enjoy your July 4th celebrations,
be safe and have fun!

Joe Howard, Jimmy Lewis, Michele Swann, Paul Graham, Sandi
Garwood, Randall & Pam Cokely (ft row: Mattie Latham, Pat
Miller, Shelia Miller)

We want to thank Randall Cokely and Ameriprise Financial along with volunteers from Midway Baptist
Church. They purchased materials and built a counter
top for additional workspace in the freezer area. They
also purchased and a assembled a storage shelf, cleaned
windows, and gutters. Additionally they assisted in
storing food in our warehouse area. We appreciate and
thank each one that helped with this project.

Mindful Living in a Time of Loss
Thursday, July 27th at
Midway Baptist Church







Registration: 1-1:30
Event: 1:30—4:30
$5 donation at the door. Proceeds go to the
High Country Caregiver Foundation and
Ashe Really Cares
Students Free with ID
3 for CEUs available (non-accredited)
No pre-registration, first come, first serve

The presentation: During a time of loss, there is
no “right” way to grieve. We all manage loss
differently. Throughout this session, expect to take
a closer look at how to find the strength to
continue with your life following the loss of
someone close.
Learning to love yourself more, and realizing that
the person you love still lives within you, can be
comforting. We will ask the question, “How do I
want to live my life from here on out?”
Becoming the best “you” and living a meaningful
life is a wonderful way to honor your loved one.
Your loss can become a platform to live life to the
fullest and to live more mindfully.
Speaker: Scott Goyette. Known as the Mindful
Lviing Expert, Scott has served as the former
Chairperson of Education for the National Speakers Association and as a Grievance and Life
Coach.

My name is Lucas
Hamm. During my
freshman year of college, I
met students and staff
members involved in a
Christian organization
called Cru which is the U.S.
ministry of Campus Crusade
for Christ. Through them I
came to understand what it
meant to share the truth of
Jesus Christ being our Lord
and Savior to people. As I
grew in my relationship
with the Lord, I learned how
to share my faith and help new believers grow in their
walks with God. It has been exciting to see God use me
to reach others with the Gospel. I have realized that the
most important thing in the world is not education, but
having an eternal relationship with the Lord. The closer
my graduation approached, the more I wrestled with
what to do. Should I go on to work in my field or go into
missions? I had struggled with this decision for most of
my senior year, finally deciding to learn more about the
opportunities within Cru. This opportunity is an
internship program where I will work with the campus
ministry at East Tennessee State University. Cru is
working on the campus to reach the 15,000-plus student
population in Johnson City, and I cannot think of a
better way to use this next year. We are seeing God
move in a unique way in Johnson City, and I am thrilled
to be a part of it. Before I go, I face the challenge of
raising my financial support. Like many other mission
organizations, Cru workers must raise all of their
financial support. My goal is to have all of my support
by August 1st. As I take this large step of faith to serve
the Lord in ministry, would you prayerfully consider
joining me as a partner in ministry through prayer and
financial support?

Yours in Christ, Lucas Hamm

Meeting Reminders:

The Ashe Really Cares quarterly meeting will be
held Tuesday, July 11 at 7:00 PM in the
conference room at the Ashe Baptist Association
office.
The Executive Committee of the Ashe Baptist
Association will hold their quarterly meeting on
Thursday, July 13th at 7:00 PM at the Pleasant
Valley Baptist Church.
~ All Pastors, Members and interested folks are
urged to attend. ~

Ashe Baptist Association &
Ashe Really Cares is putting
together a Relay for Life Team
this year! Out team name is
The Roman Road Crew
We would love for you to join us if
you do not have a team.
Help us as we join the fight against
cancer—we CAN make a difference.
If you would like to join the team or
purchase a luminary in honor or in
memory of someone please give Trish
a call at 336-846.5631 or Pat at
336.846.5234

Caldwell Hospice in the High Country: Until There’s a Cure…Take the Tour

Caldwell Hospice is excited to offer the Virtual Dementia Tour® to the High Country on Tuesday,
September 19, 2017, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m., at the Ashe Project on Aging, 180 Chattyrob Lane, West Jefferson,
NC.
Quality care for people dealing with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias begins with family members and
caregivers who are sensitive, patient, and kind. But how can people be empathetic when they have never
experienced firsthand the physical and mental challenges facing those with dementia? Now there is a way. The
Virtual Dementia Tour® is a scientifically proven method of building a greater understanding of dementia through
the use of patented sensory tools and instruction. The VDT was created by P.K. Beville, award-winning geriatric
specialist and founder of Second Wind Dreams®, an international, nonprofit organization committed to changing
the perception of aging.
Martha Livingston, CSW, Caldwell Hospice Director of Support Services, has received training from P.K. Beville
to become one of only three VDT Certified Trainers in North Carolina and 54 in the world.
Participants are led through the approximately 45-minute experience in 10-minute intervals and only need to be
present for their appointment time. Appointments are required and space is limited.
To reserve your space or to learn more about the Virtual Dementia Tour,® please call 828.754.0101 or
1.844.MY.JOURNEY (1.844.695.6876), or email prc@caldwellhospice.org.
To learn more about Caldwell Hospice in the High Country, call 828.754.0101, 1.844.MY.JOURNEY, visit
www.caldwellhospice.org, or follow them on Facebook. Caldwell Hospice, the only community-based,
not-for-profit hospice care provider located in the High Country, provides hospice care to anyone who needs it,
regardless of ability to pay. Ask for the care you deserve. Ask for Caldwell Hospice in the High Country.

The Faith Health Free Medical Clinic was held in June. This was our first time hosting a Medical Clinic and
feel it was a very successful day. The day would not have been possible if not for all the wonderful volunteers
who played an important role whether through sharing of their medical skills, language translation , meal prep
or etc. Diane Dixon & Angela Clapp, Faith Health Connectors, would like to express their gratitude to everyone
who helped offer this service to our community. A big thanks to Fletcher Memorial Baptist Church for allowing
the use of your church facilities. Below are a few photos of some of volunteers hard at work.

On Mission from the Coast to the Mountains

Community CPR Training at Wilkes
Community College on
Saturday, July 29th from
9 am to 12 noon.
The program is FREE and is being
sponsored by Mission HeartStart.

Melissa Ramos served as translator for
Dr. Candice Dixon and our Hispanic
patients

Teresa served as one of our lab techs.

Ms. Gayle Blackburn preps for the
lunch meal

Heather Mooneyhan, RN assisted Dr.
Watkins on the Medical Bus.

Mrs. Ashley’s Health Occupations Class
from ACHS helped get the vitals.

Amanda, Daisy & Melissa were a wonderful translators for the day.

Mt. Olive Baptist Church of Boliva, NC, spent 1/2 a day working at
the Baptist Campground clearing debris from Prayer Garden. Some
of the younger youth along with a couple leaders stayed at the ARC
to help with barcoding food. It was a blessing to see this young folks
and their leaders working hard in unfavorable conditions and yet
smiling and laughing while serving the Lord. Thank you to our
friends at the NC Coast!

Pastor Johnny Huffman opens with prayer

To reserve a space call
Becky Greer at WCC at
336-846-3900 ext: 3117
or Patty Parsons
at Ashe Memorial Hospital at
336-846-0781

(Newly Ordained Deacon & his family) Michael & Becky Frost & their son

Grassy Creek Baptist Church recently held a deacon ordination
service. DOM David Blackburn was blessed to a part of the
Ordination Service. Mr. Michael Frost was ordained as a
Deacon. Pastor Johnny Huffman and the congregation are
pleased to have Michael serving as a deacon at Grassy Creek.

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Clapp & Mr. Mrs. Bill Speedy greeted everyone and assisted
them in parking as well as registration.

Congregational singing

If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 2 Chronicles 7:14

Vacation Bible School

Pine Swamp Baptist Church

July 9—12
9th: 3:00 —7:00 pm
10th—12th: 6:00-8:30 pm
Supper served nightly
Theme: Be A Servant For Jesus!
For more info contact Brenda at 336-877-1587
Pastor, Rev. Steve Viers
Pleasant Valley Baptist Church
July 30th at 10:30 am
Special Music and dinner on the grounds
following the service.
For more information contact
Pastor, Rev. Roger Blevins
at 336-977-2293

Mrs. Anne Graham Lotz

Pastor Russell Hart of
Friendship Baptist Church

Sheriff Terry Buchannan

DOM David Blackburn

A special time of Prayer was held at the Ashe County Sheriffs Department yard June 24th. Mrs. Anne Graham
Lotz, daughter of Evangelist Rev. Billy Graham, lead the group in prayer for our county and its leaders. Pastor
Russell Hart of the Friendship Baptist Church along with DOM David Blackburn joined in leading prayer for
our leaders. 2 Chronicles 7:14 was the focus scripture. It was a joy to have Ms. Lotz to come to our county
and pray with and for our local leaders.

The Annual Church Profiles are
being mailed to you June 30th!
This is a later date than usual due to
getting them later from the NC
Baptist State Convention office.
Please try to have them back to the
Association office by August 3rd in
order for your church information to
be included in the 2017 Book of
Reports. If you need assistance
please contact
Trish at 336-846-5631

July 10—14, 6-8:30
Supper at 6:00
Theme: Lifeway’s Galactic Starveyors
Classes for all ages
Pastor, Rev. Keith Elledge

Mission Baptist Church

Wagoner Baptist Church
July 30th at 10:00 am.
Guest speaker: DOM David Blackburn
Special singing and dinner on the grounds
Pastor, Rev. Darrell Poole Sr.

July 16-21.
Kick-off on Saturday, July 15 from 12:00-4:00
with lunch and fun activities being provided.
Supper at 5:00 pm each evening
Classes begin at 6:00 PM
Pastor, Rev. Lawrence Goodman.

Old Fields Baptist Church
August 6th at 10:30 am
Calvary Reflections & Chris Brooks will be
singing. Dinner following the service
Pastor, Rev. Larry Powers

Christian Unity Baptist Church

Attention : VBS Directors

CHURCH CLERKS

Round Knob Baptist Church

Please remember to send a VBS Report
to the Associational
Office. We want to include your
information in
the 2017
Minutebooks.
Lifeway & NC
Baptist State
Convention
would like to
have a copy
too!

July 16-21 6:00 -8:30 pm
Light Supper at 5:30
Theme: Lifeway’s Galactic Starveyors
Pastor, Rev. Michael Carter

Old Fields Baptist Church

July 17—19, 6:00—8:00 pm.
Kickoff down at the river on the 16th beginning at
11:00 am with a picnic to follow.
Pastor, Rev. Larry Powers

Liberty Grove Baptist Church

July 30 – August 2, 6:00—8:30 pm
The theme is “Campout – Getting S’more of Jesus”
Classes for children 3 and up.
For more information you may contact Wanda at
336.971.4626.
Pastor, Rev. Toby Oliver

Now that summer is officially here, many of us are looking forward to
firing up the grill, taking in the long days, and enjoying a little rest and
relaxation. Summer also provides some great opportunities to build
relationships with your friends and neighbors who may not know Christ.
During the People Groups Discovery and Engagement workshop held
this past spring at the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina offices,
Bryan Galloway and Terry Sharp with the International Mission Board
shared some conversation starters that you can use to get to know
others. Plus, these all start with the letter F, so they’ll be easy to
remember.
So as you’re planning your next backyard barbeque, trip to the park or
baseball outing, invite some friends and neighbors to come along. Use
the following topics as a guide to engage them in conversation and get to know them better as you lay the groundwork
to engage them in gospel conversations.
Family
Asking about family lets them know you are interested in their life. It also shows that you share common ground in that
family is an important aspect of both your lives. When talking with individuals from different cultural or ethnic
backgrounds, you can also learn about certain family customs, structures or dynamics unique to their environment.
Friends
Asking about friends lets you know how a person likes to spend their time and who they like to spend it with. It might
also reveal some of their hobbies and interests. You might just find that you share more in common with that person
than you think.
Food
Who doesn’t like to talk about food? Asking about food can help you learn about social customs or places your friends
and neighbors like to gather. Such a conversation could open up more opportunities to converse and continue building
a relationship. After all, there are 21 meal times in a week. Why not use some of them for making disciples?
Faith or festivals
Many of us have been taught that it’s best not to talk about religion or politics. Yet many people from other parts of the
world living here in the United States can be very open about discussing their religious beliefs. Take time to really
learn about what they believe and why they believe what they do. Additionally, many cultures have various festivals
that they regularly engage in. Many communities also hold various international festivals throughout the year. See if
there’s a cultural festival coming up in your community and make plans to attend.
Future
Ask those you are building a relationship with about their future goals and plans. Doing so will show you care about
them as an individual. Plus, you may discover that you have a shared interest that could help your relationship to grow
deeper.
Asking open-ended questions on topics such as these will go a long way toward helping you really get to know another
person. Remember that showing genuine interest in them and their lives will go a long way toward earning the right to
be heard when the time is right to share God’s truth.
So enjoy your summer to the glory of God!
Editor's note: This article originally appeared on June 25, 2015. A shareable infographic on the five conversation
starters is available for download.
Cite Source: www.ncbaptist.org

Mark Your Calendar for the 131st Annual Meeting of the
Ashe Baptist Association

The Friday session will be hosted by the Warrensville Baptist Church on August 18th beginning at 2:00 PM
The Saturday session will be hosted by the Midway Baptist Church on August 19th beginning at 9:00 AM

